
 

The Year 9 Music Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader – Ms J Rotchell 
 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

- “Mash-ups” – students will gain an understanding of the common chord progressions and how to transpose 
these chord progressions into different keys.  

- They will learn how different songs with the same chord progression can be combined in a whole class setting. 
Students will then develop their composition skills by organising their chosen songs together into a piece in a 
group setting. 

- “Songwriting” – Students will learn what the essential elements of a song are e.g. lyrics, riff, chords, bassline, 
beat. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

- Composition skills - Students will develop their composition skills by organising their chosen songs together 
into a piece in a group setting. 

- Composition skills - “Songwriting” – Students will compose a song as a whole class and then use this model to 
create their own songs individually or in groups. 

- Performance skills – Students will develop their performing confidence by performing and recording their 
composed songs.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Listening and Analysing assessment: “Analyse a song that you are listening to at the moment. Comment on 
instrumentation, structure, melody and provide some additional facts on the artist and why you like your chosen song” 
“Listen to 2 other songs composed by students in Year 9, and evaluate their suitability as a song in their style.” 
Performance Assessment: Performance as part of whole-class mash-up on chosen instrument. Performance of group 
mash-up on chosen instrument. 

Composition Assessment: Writing a song in a chosen style within groups 

 

How can you help? 

Students prep tasks will be available on Show My Homework will hold the audio recordings of your child’s work for you 
to listen to. 
Listening to various cover versions of different songs and discussing the differences between tracks will help your child 
develop their aural and musical analysis skills.  
Take part in Family Jam sessions run with Herts County (www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/family-music/) 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 

 http://monkswalkmusic.co.uk/ - department website containing a wide range of useful resources 

 www.musicalfutures.org – Musical Futures website, demonstrating the teaching pedagogy and learning that 
takes place in Monk’s Walk School and other Champion Schools across the country. 

Study Aids 

 If your child is interested in taking up an instrument, ask your child to collect an application form from reception 

 There are also a variety of extra-curricular groups that would benefit your child: 
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject  

 Take your child to see any variety of musical performances: musicals, jazz bands, concerts, orchestral, etc 

 Encourage your child to take part in the wide variety of extra-curricular within the school, and as part of Mid-
Herts County Music e.g. Taiko Drumming, Melodium, Rock Bands and the House Music competition. 
 

 

 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/family-music/
http://monkswalkmusic.co.uk/
http://www.musicalfutures.org/
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music


The Year 9 Music Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader – Ms J Rotchell 
 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

“Music and the Media” – Understanding and appraising music – Students will gain knowledge of the reasons for film 
music and the power that music has in advertising and film.  

Students will develop understanding of the key elements of music and how they are used to represent changing action 
on screen – tempo, dynamics, pitch, melody, harmony, texture.  

They will develop an understanding of the key composition techniques used by film music composers and the essential 
elements of film music e.g. underscore, soundtracks, leitmotifs. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

“Music and the Media” - The power of music in advertising and film will be explored and students will compose music 
for adverts and film, writing their own film music scenes and then creating an atmospheric underscore to go with the 
scenes.  

Composing music for adverts and film 

Performing music for expressive purposes.  

Performing existing film music. 

Listening skills – how musical elements are used to represent characters or moods.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term?  

Listening and Analysing assessment: “Analyse a scene from Harry Potter or ET where you think the music helps 
convey what is happening on screen. Complete a detailed analysis of how the composer has used music to represent 
the action.”  
Composition Assessment: Create an underscore for your film scenes that will help to emphasise the emotion & action. 

 

How can you help?  

Students prep tasks will be available on Show My Homework will hold the audio recordings of your child’s work for you 
to listen to. 
Listening to various cover versions of different songs and discussing the differences between tracks will help your child 
develop their aural and musical analysis skills.  
Take part in Family Jam sessions run with Herts County (www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/family-music/) 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 

 http://monkswalkmusic.co.uk/ - department website containing a wide range of useful resources 

 www.musicalfutures.org – Musical Futures website, demonstrating the teaching pedagogy and learning that 
takes place in Monk’s Walk School and other Champion Schools across the country. 

Study Aids 

 If your child is interested in taking up an instrument, ask your child to collect an application form from reception 

 There are also a variety of extra-curricular groups that would benefit your child: 
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject  

 Take your child to see any variety of musical performances: musicals, jazz bands, concerts, orchestral, etc 

 Encourage your child to take part in the wide variety of extra-curricular within the school, and as part of Mid-
Herts County Music e.g. Taiko Drumming, Melodium, Rock Bands and the House Music competition. 
 

 

 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/family-music/
http://monkswalkmusic.co.uk/
http://www.musicalfutures.org/
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music


 

The Year 9 Music Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader – Ms J Rotchell 
 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

-  “Into the Deep End” -  Understanding – Students gain knowledge of what a cover song is and the techniques 
used by artists to interpret songs in unique and interesting ways.  

- Performance and practice skills – students learn what is required for a succesful rehearsal and the key elements 
of a successful performance are e.g. accuracy, tecniques, expression etc.  

- Students refine and revisit knowledge on chords, riffs, basslines, melodies from previous projects and apply this to 
their own chosen cover song. 

 
 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

-  “Into the Deep End” -  Performance – How to perform as a whole class and within groups, learning a chosen song 
by ear, and helping students to become more independent learners. 
- Listening – Learning music by ear. Hearing and copying what is heard. Comparing performances between 
different artists. Learning what makes a successful performance. 
-  Arranging – How to vary and add own artistic ideas to a performance. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Listening and Analysing assessment: “Research a chosen Rock and Roll artist, writing a detailed review of one of 
their songs” 

Performance Assessment: Performance of chosen song on chosen instrument individually or as a group 

 

How can you help? 

Students prep tasks will be available on Show My Homework will hold the audio recordings of your child’s work for 
you to listen to. 
Listening to various cover versions of different songs and discussing the differences between tracks will help your 
child develop their aural and musical analysis skills.  
Take part in Family Jam sessions run with Herts County (www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/family-music/) 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 

 http://monkswalkmusic.co.uk/ - department website containing a wide range of useful resources 

 www.musicalfutures.org – Musical Futures website, demonstrating the teaching pedagogy and learning that 
takes place in Monk’s Walk School and other Champion Schools across the country. 

Study Aids 

 If your child is interested in taking up an instrument, ask your child to collect an application form from 
reception 

 There are also a variety of extra-curricular groups that would benefit your child: 
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject  

 Take your child to see any variety of musical performances: musicals, jazz bands, concerts, orchestral, etc 

 Encourage your child to take part in the wide variety of extra-curricular within the school, and as part of Mid-
Herts County Music e.g. Taiko Drumming, Melodium, Rock Bands and the House Music competition. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/family-music/
http://monkswalkmusic.co.uk/
http://www.musicalfutures.org/
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music

