
Year 9 History 

Progression 
pathway 

Content and concepts (depth of understanding and 
application 

Skills mastery 

7-9 Students must be able to start consider the relative impact 
of factors on the causes, consequences and the impacts of 
people’s actions and events in the past. 
Student responses will contain a range of factors covered 
to show the diversity of the student’s understanding in 
relation to the fact multiple factors will have parts to play 
in the causes, consequences and impact of our 
understanding of the past. Students will have selected 
factors by carefully assessing their relevant use in their 
responses and will justify this choice by explaining both 
factual detail used and the relevance of the factors to the 
student’s ability to answer the question posed. 
Student response will contain a consistent high level of 
factual detail throughout and in turn this will be explained 
to show its relevance to the student’s understanding of the 
topic studied. Students will automatically make 
connections to both sides of an argument to demonstrate 
an understanding of the changing nature of interpretations 
throughout History. 
Conclusions will be given that draw upon the student’s 
analysis of the composite parts of knowledge studied for 
the topic in question. Students will be able to weigh up 
arguments by considering the relative impact factors had 
on both contemporary and present understand of the past. 
 
The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 
Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 

Place topics studied into a wider 
historical context and judge the 
importance of causes and consequences 
of events and people at the time in 
question and today. 
 
Analyse the main events, different 
features and changes to back up your 
own conclusions. 
Judge the importance of causes and 
consequences at that time by 
prioritising their importance through 
the structure of the answer produced. 
Analyse the relationships between the 
different features of the past. 
 
Write well-structured and focused 
essays to open enquiry questions with 
few to no SPG errors. 
 
Explain and begin to analyse why 
sources disagree by commenting on 
their origin and purpose, in turn giving 
your own analysis or evaluation of 
interpretations given by other people 
Judge how useful different sources are 
based on content, origins and purpose. 
Evaluate a source’s relative usefulness 
in context of material produced at the 
time. 
 



 
The Holocaust 
Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 
 

6-8 Students must be able to start consider the relative impact 
of factors on the causes, consequences and the impacts of 
people’s actions and events in the past. 
Student responses will contain a range of factors covered 
to show the diversity of the student’s understanding in 
relation to the fact multiple factors will have parts to play 
in the causes, consequences and impact of our 
understanding of the past. 
Student response will contain a consistent high level of 
factual detail throughout and in turn this will be explained 
to show its relevance to the student’s understanding of the 
topic studied. 
Conclusions will be given that draw upon the student’s 
analysis of the composite parts of knowledge studied for 
the topic in question, though these conclusions may not 
consider the relative impacts of the roles played by 
multiple factors. 
 
The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 
Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 
 
The Holocaust 

Analyse the main events, different 
features and changes to back up your 
own conclusions. 
Judge the importance of causes and 
consequences at that time by 
prioritising their importance through 
the structure of the answer produced. 
Analyse the relationships between the 
different features of the past. 
 
Write well-structured and focused 
essays to open enquiry questions with 
few to no SPG errors. 
 
Explain and begin to analyse why 
sources disagree by commenting on 
their origin and purpose.  
Judge how useful different sources are 
based on content, origins and purpose. 
 
 



Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 

5-7 Students must be able to explain a range of topics, 
including the use of factual and detailed evidence to 
support their conclusions that will be drawn. 

Students will be able to explain three factors or more in 
their analysis and each will be supported by several pieces 
of factual evidence of high quality (see below). 

Students will make use of detailed factual knowledge to 
provide the evidence of their responses, which in turn will 
start to balance the arguments given and provided an 
indicator of students understanding. 

Conclusions will be given that explain the role of several 
factor s, and whilst these may be ordered according to 
student’s opinions of importance placed, they will not have 
the reasoning behind this explained: 

The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 
Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 
 
The Holocaust 
Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 
 

Be able to confidently make two links 
between causes of events. Judge the 
importance of causes and consequences 
of events. Judge the importance of 
people, changes and events. All links 
and judgements supported with 
accurate and detailed facts.  
 
Plan and organise response as an essay. 
 
Analyse why sources agree and disagree 
by commenting on origin and purpose.  
 
Judge how useful a source is based on 
content and origin. Be able to 
confidently question source material 
and past events to conduct 
independent research and conduct 
enquiry.  
 



4-6 Students will be able to consistent explain the role of two 
or three factors in relation to a past events or person. This 
will be supported through out by a high level of specific 
detail that will be relevant to show the student’s 
understanding of the role this factor played in shaping our 
understanding. 
Students will provide a balanced argument as standard and 
be able to select and use relevant information support and 
justify different opinions of the past. 
Conclusion given that will make reference to several 
factors and the parts they played but may only explain at 
least two of these. Explicit links will not be made in the 
conclusion in terms of the importance of the factors 
covered and their roles will be explained in isolation. 
 
The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 
Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 
 
The Holocaust 
Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 
 

To make up to two links between 
causes of events. Start to judge the 
importance of causes and consequences 
of events. Judge the importance of 
people, changes and events. Links and 
judgements supported with some 
accurate and detailed facts.  
 
Plan and organise response as an essay. 
 
Analyse why sources agree and disagree 
by commenting on origin or purpose.  
 
Judge how useful a source is based on 
content or origin. Be able to question 
source material or past events to 
conduct independent research and 
conduct enquiry. 
 

3-5 Students will be able to provide a consistent level of 
explanation throughout their responses to show 
knowledge of a range of factors in relation to an event or 
person of the past. This will be applied to each paragraph 

Describe in detail main events, different 
features and changes consistently 
making use of factual evidence. Explain 
two main causes and consequences of 



they write in a n essay for example, and will differ from the 
narrative given in the previous levels below. 
Students will make use of several pieces of detail to 
provide factual evidence for their responses and these will 
be of high quality utilising specific data such as names, 
dates, facts and figures. 
A conclusion will be given that will make reference to 
several factors but may only go on to explain the role and 
impact of one in relation to the events or person studied. 
 
The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 
Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 
 
The Holocaust 
Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 
 

events and changes. Make one link 
between two main causes of an event.  
 
Plan and organise writing in a basic 
essay format, making use of 
introduction, main body arguments and 
conclusion.  
 
Suggest at least two reasons why 
sources agree or disagree with each 
other.  
 
Be able to conduct an enquiry by 
questioning two aspects of a source or 
topic studied. Explain the usefulness of 
a source by how accurate the content 
is. 
 

2-4 Student responses will start to explain at least one of the 
factors studied in an event or person’s role in the past and 
in turn will use detail to support this explanation.  
Students will not consistently explain in depth multiple 
factors for an event or person, providing a varying level of 
analysis. 
Conclusions will start to be given in a basic paragraph 
structure and will seek to surmise the student’s 
understanding of the topic studied. However, there will be 
little reference of the role played by other factors. 

Describe main events, different features 
or changes, making use of some factual 
evidence to back up judgements and 
explanations. Explain up to two main 
causes and consequences of events and 
changes. Make one link between two 
main causes of an event.  
 
Plan and organise writing in a basic 
essay format, making use of 



 
The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 
Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 
 
The Holocaust 
Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 
 

introduction, main body arguments and 
conclusion.  
 
Suggest up to two reasons why sources 
agree or disagree with each other.  
 
Be able to conduct an enquiry by 
questioning one aspect of a source or 
topic studied. Describe the usefulness 
of a source by how accurate the content 
is. 
 

1-3 Students will be able to describe a range of different 
causes and consequences for the outcomes of events and 
in justifying people’s actions. 
Accounts will contain more than two pieces of detail to 
show a range of student knowledge and understanding 
though this will not be fully explained and still give a 
narrative account of the topics studied in the order they 
have been studied in.  
Conclusions will be lacking in response as a concentrated 
piece of analysis but a judgement may be given in its 
simplest form. 
Not all sides of an argument may be presented eithers as 
students develop one side more than another or do not 
consider giving a balanced argument. 
 
The First World War 
Short term causes of the war – assassination of the 
Archduke 

Describe main historical events by their 
features of changes that resulted from 
them.  
 
Student response start to group at least 
two paragraphs together.  
 
Identify that sources can agree/ 
disagree with each other.  
 
Be able to describe specific detail from 
a source in order to demonstrate what 
it shows you. 



Long term causes – Imperialism and Militarism and 
Alliances 
Role of propaganda 
Early battles and the Schlieffen plan 
Life in the Trenches 
The battle of the Somme 
War art and poetry 
The Treaty of Versailles and the German reaction 
 
The Second World War 
Life in Weimar Germany 
The rise of Hitler amongst the German people 
Life in Nazi Germany 
Appeasement and the outbreak of WW2 
Blitzkrieg and Poland 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain and the Blitz 
Stalingrad and El Alamein 
D-Day 
The dropping of the Atomic Bomb 
 
The Holocaust 
Defining genocide 
Hitler and the Jews – views and beliefs 
The SS and the Jews – orders and camps 
The German people and the Jews – fear and propaganda 
Comparing the Holocaust to Rwanda 
 

 


