
 

The Year 9 Geography Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr J Mace 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Development 

 What is development? 

 Why are countries rich and poor? 

 Measuring development with development indicators – what is a developed country? 

 The trade game: how does trade create and destroy wealth and resources? 

 How did the development gap grow? 

 How did the debt mountain grow and how can we deal with it?  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Asking good geographical questions 

 Build on knowledge of places around the world  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

For either Ghana or Somalia, students need to describe what life is like in the country and explain the 
reasons why. It is written in the form a report to be submitted to the UN to explain why some 
countries are poorer than others.  
 

 

How can you help? 

 Check that your child understands the preparation for learning task before they attempt it. 

 Check their preparation for learning task once it is completed and encourage them to correct any 
spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes.  

 Before an assessment is set, spend time reviewing the topic covered and read the assessment 
mark scheme so students know what to do to achieve 

 Test them on the content from lessons (key words, case studies and theory). 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm in the subject: 

 Encourage TV programmes that talk about developmental issues around the world 

 Actively watch the news together and discuss issues to formulate opinions  

Get involved in fundraising with global charities such as UNICEF and OXFAM 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 

 Country Profiles on - https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uk.html 

 What is Ghana Like? - http://ghanaweb.com/ 

 GDP explained - http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13200758  

 The Development Gap - http://developmentgap.org/ 

 BBC (www.bbc.co.uk) as well as a range of other news websites to gain a rounded opinion 
 
 

 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uk.html
http://ghanaweb.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13200758
http://developmentgap.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/


The Year 9 Geography Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Mace 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Ecosystems  

 What is an ecosystem? 

 How does it operate? 

 What are the characteristics of different global biomes? 

 Where are they located around the world? 
 

Rainforests and the Amazon Jungle 

 What are the rainforests like and why? 

 How have people lived in the rainforest? 

 How and why are they being developed and destroyed?  

 What are the effects of the development? 
How should rainforests be managed? 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Locating key biomes and ecosystems in the world 

 Describing key characteristics of global landscapes 

 Build on knowledge of human and physical geography in the world’s major biomes  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Managing the Amazon Rainforest – letter to the Brazilian Government advising them on the best 
course of action for development within the rainforest  

 

 End of Unit Test – this is written in the style of a GCSE exam paper and is good preparation for 
those students thinking about taking GCSE Geography. It will test the students on the key topics 
listed above. 

 

How can you help? 

 Check that your child understands their preparation for learning task before they start it. 

 Before the assessment, check the mark scheme for what to do and how to do it. 

 When complete, proof read and edit the assessment against the mark scheme. 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm in the subject 

 Encourage TV programmes that explore the rainforest (David Attenborough documentaries, 
Natural World)  

 Read current news articles from the BBC News about deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest.  

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

BBC Schools (http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/)  

National Trust (https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/)  

Environment Agency (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency) 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/riversandcoasts/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency


The Year 9 Geography Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Mace 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Physical Landscapes of the UK 

 Where are the UK uplands and lowland landscapes? 

 How does weathering and mass movement affect our coastline? 

 How does erosion and deposition create different coastal landforms?  

 How can we protect the coastline?  

 How does a river change from source to mouth? 

 How does erosion and deposition create different river landforms?  

 What impacts does flooding have and how can we protect from flooding? 
 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Using map skills to understand the UK’s landscape. 

 Asking good geographical questions 

 Build on knowledge of places around the world  
 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 For each unit there will be a mid-unit test to assess the student’s learning and understanding of 
the course. This will be more of a knowledge test using exam questions similar to the GCSE style 
questions. 

 There will be set practice exam questions in lessons and set for prep to cover. 

 There will be an end of unit exam which tests how well students understand the topic and how to 
answer exam questions. 
 

 

How can you help? 

 Regularly look at your child’s exercise books and ask how lessons are going. Discuss what they 
are studying.  

 Support your son/daughter by encouraging them to have a revision file with case study revision 
cards, key word glossaries and revision notes. You can test your child on knowledge by asking 
questions from these resources. 

 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 
 

 BBC Bitesize  

 Cool Geography website 
 
Books 
The Making Of The British Landscape: From the Ice Age to the Present by Nicolas Crane 

 

 


