
 

The Year 9 English Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

19th century novel 

 Students will gain an understanding of the plot of a full novel either (‘Jane Eyre’ or ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’) 

 Students will develop their familiarity and understanding of the characteristics of 19th century 
Literature 

 Students will gain contextual knowledge for the 19th Century (that they will be able to draw upon 
for GCSE Language and Literature) 

 Students will develop their knowledge of a range of subject-specific vocabulary for both language 

and structural features 

 

Writing to describe, narrate and express an opinion 
 Students will gain knowledge of the features of a variety of writing styles and understand how 

creative writing can be tailored to purpose and audience 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will develop their ability to analyse language, structure and form 

 Students will develop their resilience in dealing with difficult language  

 Students will develop their writing skills, particularly their ability to use writing techniques and 

adapt their writing to purpose and audience. 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Reading assessment on the novel they study in class. Students will have to produce an essay 
style response (in the style of GCSE Literature Paper 1.) 

 A formal piece of creative writing based on a visual stimulus (in the style of GCSE Language 
Paper 1.) 

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 
a variety of genres. 

 You could buy students their own copy of ‘Jane Eyre’ or ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ to use in class and any 
other 19th century novels for them to read in their own time.  

 You could take them to visually stimulating locations, such as Kew Gardens, or a local park, and 

encourage them write a description of it. 

Wider Reading 

 Any 19th century literature by authors such as: Dickens, the Bronte sisters, Stevenson, Hardy, 

Eliot, Gaskell etc. 

Supportive Websites and Other Resources: 

 www.victorianweb.org/ - useful for 19th century context 

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 

http://www.victorianweb.org/
http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english


 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 This list by the EMC is filled with excellent recommendations: 

 https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/assets/uploads/documents/Really_wide_reading.pdf 

 A good quality dictionary and thesaurus are excellent resources 

 

 

The Year 9 English Curriculum 
Spring Term 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl  

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 
 
‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck 

 Students will gain an understanding of the characters, plot, setting and themes of ‘Of Mice and 

Men’ 

 Students will understand more about the structure of novels and how a sense of tragedy is 

created 

 Students will learn contextual knowledge on issues surrounding race, gender and economics in 

1930s USA 

 
GCSE poetry anthology: Power and Conflict 

 Students will begin to gain a knowledge of the Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology that will form 

part of their GCSE course 

 Students will develop their knowledge of poetic techniques and structures 

 They will develop their understanding of the terms ‘power’ and ‘conflict’ and their knowledge of 

different global conflicts. 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will develop the novel analysis skills gained during the Autumn term 

 Students will develop their analysis of poetry including form, structure and language 

 Students will develop their ability to relate their comprehension and language analysis to relevant 

contextual factors (making links to social/historical contexts) 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 The key assessment will be a poetry comparison between two of their GCSE poems (Literature 

Paper 2). This will be a real GCSE question that will help students make the transition to KS4. 

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 

a variety of genres. 

 Discuss the poetry with your child – get them to choose their favourite poem so far, read you a 

poem from the anthology or discuss any of the issues raised 

 Quiz your child on their knowledge of the poems they have studied in preparation for their 

assessment (CGP Power and Conflict question cards are good for this) 

Wider reading  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/assets/uploads/documents/Really_wide_reading.pdf


 Any other 20th century American Literature alongside ‘Of Mice and Men’. For example, any plays 
by Arthur Miller (such as ‘A View from the Bridge’), poetry by Maya Angelou, or ‘The Great 
Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Supportive Websites 

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs43ycw - support with the GCSE poems being studied in 

class.  

 https://www.litcharts.com/poetry - analysis of the poems 

 

GCSE revision guides 

 CGP 9-1 Poetry Guide: Power and Conflict – a useful revision guide that students will be able to 

use from Year 9 through to Year 11. 

 

 

 

The Year 9 English Curriculum 
Summer Term 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl  

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

GCSE Language Paper 1 exam preparation 

 Students will strengthen their knowledge of GCSE Language Paper 1 as they prepare for their 
English Exam. 

‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare 

 Students will obtain a knowledge of the plot, settings, characters and themes of ‘Macbeth’. 
 Students will develop their understanding of Shakespeare’s language 
 Students will learn the conventions of tragedy and drama as well as relevant social and historical 

contexts 
 Students will further understand the GCSE exam format and assessment objectives 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will continue to improve their skills of evaluation, analysis and inference.   

 Students will hone their essay writing skills. 

 Students will develop their resilience from analysing difficult language    
 Students will formalise their presentation and spoken language skills.  

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 End of year English exam, in the style of a GCSE Language paper. (Reading and writing) 

 Presentation on a key theme or character within the play Macbeth.  (Speaking and listening)  

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zs43ycw
https://www.litcharts.com/poetry


 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 
a variety of genres. 

 You could visit the Globe theatre if possible 

 Watch a production of ‘Macbeth’ (either live or a film version) 

 Discuss the play with your child and get them to tell you what it is about, who the most evil 

character is etc. 

 Ensure your child has their own copy of ‘Macbeth’ that they can write in (preferably not passed 

down from siblings as they won’t be able to make their own notes). 

Wider Reading 

 Students could attempt another of Shakespeare’s tragedies (for example ‘Hamlet’ or ‘King Lear’) 

Supportive Websites and Other Resources: 

 https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/ - a range of information about Shakespeare. 

 https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/  - a range of information about Shakespeare.  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zc2gj6f - subject specific support on Macbeth and 

Shakespeare.  

 https://www.litcharts.com/lit/macbeth 

GCSE revision guides 

 CGP have a ‘Macbeth’ study guide and set of revision question cards that are both useful 

resources that will benefit students all the way until their GCSE exam 

 

 

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zc2gj6f
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/macbeth

