
 

The Year 9 Drama Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S. Scotchford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Students will understand the concept of a dystopian future and explore the story of The Children 
of Men by P.D James. Students will understand how we can create meaning on stage through 
the use of symbolism and semiotics. Further to this, students will also understand the 
importance of theatre practitioners of the 20th century and how they have shaped modern 
theatre.  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

These will include:  

Naturalism                                   Symbolism 

Theatre of the Absurd                Semiotics 

Physical theatre                          Movement  

Abstract                                       Realism 

Political theatre                           Devising 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Devised performance around the ending of The Children of Men  

Written evaluation of devised Children of Men performance 

Creating pieces of Drama in the style of different practitioners’ work  

 

How can you help? 

 Support with preparatory work set on a weekly basis 

 Question your child weekly on Performance Skills and Drama techniques learnt in the lesson, 
encourage them to give examples from the lesson as to how these skills/techniques were used 

 Visits to local theatres 

 Proof read and question your child on written tasks set 

 Read through your child’s scripts and support them with learning lines 

 Question your child about the character they are playing whereby they have to answer the questions 
in role as their character 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

The Children of Men by P.D James  
https://shoreline-theatre.com/2017/02/17/theatre-practitioners/ 
 

 

 

 

 

https://shoreline-theatre.com/2017/02/17/theatre-practitioners/


The Year 9 Drama Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S. Scotchford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Students will understand different aspects to GCSE Drama by studying a play text. Firstly 
students will understand how to respond practically to the play Blood Brothers by Willy Russell, 
and then they will learn how to answer exam style questions from a specimen GCSE written 
paper. This will ensure that student who wish to take GCSE Drama are fully prepared for the 
course.  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

These will include: 

Responding to script work              Costume 

Characterisation                               Props 

Directing                                            Answering exam style questions 

Proxemics                                         Multi-role 

Stage design  

 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Performance assessment on a section of Blood Brothers 

 Mock GCSE exam  

 

How can you help? 

 Support with preparatory work set on a weekly basis 

 Question your child weekly on Performance Skills and Drama techniques learnt in the lesson, 
encourage them to give examples from the lesson as to how these skills/techniques were used 

 Visits to local theatres 

 Proof read and question your child on written tasks set 

 Question your child about the character they are playing whereby they have to answer the questions 
in role as their character 

 

Recommended Reading/Supportive Websites/resources 

Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwt4frd/revision/1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwt4frd/revision/1


 

The Year 9 Drama Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S. Scotchford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Students will understand the risks of gun violence in the USA by studying the play Bang, Bang 
You’re Dead. Students will perform scenes from the play and use this as a stimulus for a 
devising project in the final part of the school year. This also links directly to the devising unit as 
part of the Drama GCSE.  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

These include: 

Devising from stimuli                        Proxemics  

Symbolism                                         Movement 

Semiotics                                           Developing scenes 

Marking the moment                         Collaboration  

Physical theatre  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Devised performance around gun violence  

Written evaluation of another group’s performance 

 

How can you help? 

 Support with preparatory work set on a weekly basis 

 Question your child weekly on Performance Skills and Drama techniques learnt in the lesson, 

encourage them to give examples from the lesson as to how these skills/techniques were used 

 Visits to local theatres 

 Proof read and question your child on written tasks set 

 Question your child about the character they are playing whereby they have to answer the questions 
in role as their character 

 

Recommended Reading/Supportive Websites/resources 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-41488081 

Bang Bang You’re Dead by William Mastrosimone 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-41488081

