
Year 9 – Art & Design  

Just/Mostly/Fully 

Progression 
Pathway  

Developing ideas 
through critical 

investigations and 
understanding (AO1) 

Refining work by 
exploring, 

experimenting and 
selecting (AO2) 

Recording ideas, 
observations and 
insights as work 

progresses (AO3) 

Presenting, realising 
intentions and 
demonstrating 

understanding (AO4) 

7 – 9 
 
 
 
 

 Development of ideas through 
investigations shows exceptional 
ability of analysis (in conjunction 
with Yr. 9 English Pathway 7-9) 

 The investigation process shows 
exceptional critical understanding 
of the context of own ideas and the 
contextual sources that have 
informed them 
 

Just=7 Mostly=8 Fully=9 

 Exceptional ability to refine work, 
informed by exploring, reflecting and 
reviewing of ideas 

 Exceptional ability to select and 
experiment with media, materials, 
techniques and processes appropriate 
to personal intentions 

 
 

 
Just=7 Mostly=8 Fully=9 

 Exceptional ability to record ideas, 
observations through the control 
and manipulation of materials and 
the formal elements 

 Exceptional ability to gather 
personal sources that inform 
developing ideas 

 
 
 

Just=7 Mostly=8 Fully=9 

 Exceptional ability to produce a 
personal and meaningful response 

 Realisations demonstrate 
exceptional understanding of visual 
language and application of formal 
elements with links to AO1, AO2 
and AO3 

 
 
 

Just=7 Mostly=8 Fully=9 

6 – 8 
 
 
 
 

 Development of ideas through 
investigations shows confident and 
assured ability (in conjunction with 
Yr. 9 English Pathway 6-8) 

 The investigation process shows 
confident and assured critical 
understanding of the context of 
own ideas and the sources that 
have informed them 

 Confident and assured ability to 
refine work, driven by insights gained 
through exploration of ideas and 
reflection 

 Confident and assured ability to 
explore ideas through a process of 
experimentation and review 

 Confident and assured ability to 
select and experiment with media, 
materials, techniques and processes 
appropriate to personal intentions 

 Confident and assured ability to 
record ideas, observations and 
insights related to personal work  

 Confident evidence seen in the 
control of the formal elements in 
art & design  

 Confident and assured ability to 
record relevant to intentions 

 Confident and assured ability to 
produce a personal and meaningful 
response 

 Confident and assured ability to 
realise intentions 

 Realisations demonstrate confident 
and assured understanding of 
visual language through application 
of formal elements 

 
 

5 – 7 
 
 
 
 

 Development of ideas through 
investigations shows competent 
and consistent ability (in 
conjunction with Yr. 9 English 
Pathway (5-7) 

 The investigation process shows 
competent and consistent critical 
understanding of the context of 
own ideas and the sources that 
have informed them 

 Competent and consistent ability to 
refine work, driven by insights gained 
through exploration of ideas and 
reflection 

 Competent and consistent ability to 
explore ideas through a process of 
experimentation and review 

 Competent and consistent ability to 
select and experiment with media, 
materials, techniques and processes 
appropriate to personal intentions 

 Competent and consistent ability 
to record ideas, observations and 
insights related to personal work 
and the work of others through 
visual and other methods 

 Competent and consistent ability 
to record relevant to intentions 

 Competent and consistent ability 
to produce a personal and 
meaningful response 

 Competent and consistent ability 
to realise intentions 

 Realisations demonstrate 
competent and consistent 
understanding of visual language 
through application of formal 
elements 

4 – 6 
 
 
 
 

 Development of ideas through 
investigations shows emerging 
competence (in conjunction with 
Yr. 9  English Pathway 4-6) 

 The investigation process shows 
emerging competence in critical 
understanding of the context of 
own ideas and the sources that 
have informed them 

 Emerging competence in ability to 
refine work, driven by insights gained 
through exploration of ideas and 
reflection  

 Emerging competence in ability to 
explore ideas through a process of 
experimentation and review  

 Emerging competence in ability to 
select and experiment with media, 
materials, techniques and processes 
appropriate to personal intentions  

 Emerging competence in 
controlling materials and 
techniques in recording ideas, 
observations 

 Emerging competence in the 
control of the formal elements of 
tone, proportion and mark making  

 Emerging competence in ability to 
record relevant to intentions  

 

 Emerging competence in ability to 
produce a personal and meaningful 
response  

 Emerging competence in ability to 
realise intentions  

 Realisations demonstrate emerging 
competence in understanding of 
visual language through application 
of formal elements  

 

3 – 5 
 
 
 
 

 Development of ideas through 
investigations shows a basic ability 
of analysis (in conjunction with Yr. 9 
English Pathway 3-5) 

 The investigation process shows 
basic critical understanding of the 
context of own ideas and the 
sources that have informed them 

 Basic ability to refine work, driven by 
insights gained through exploration of 
ideas and reflection 

 Basic ability to explore ideas through 
a process of experimentation and 
review 

 Basic ability to select media, 
materials, techniques and processes 
appropriate to personal intentions 

 Basic ability to record ideas 
through the control of materials 
and techniques  

 Basic ability to record relevant to 
intentions 

 Basic ability to produce a personal 
and meaningful response 

 Basic ability to realise intentions 

 Realisations demonstrate basic 
understanding of visual language 
through application of formal 
elements 

 
 
 

2 – 4 
 
 
 
 

 Development of ideas through 
written investigations shows 
limited ability (in conjunction with 
Yr. 9  English Pathway 2-4) 

 The investigation process shows 
limited critical understanding of 
the context of own ideas and the 
sources that have informed them 

 Limited ability to refine work, driven 
by insights gained through 
exploration of ideas and reflection 

 Limited ability to explore ideas 
through a process of experimentation 
and review 

 Limited ability to select and 
experiment with media, materials, 
techniques and processes appropriate 
to personal intentions 

 Limited ability to record ideas 
through the control of materials 
and techniques 

 Limited ability to record relevant 
to intentions 

 Limited ability to produce a 
personal and meaningful response 

 Limited ability to realise intentions 

 Realisations demonstrate limited 
understanding of visual language 
through application of formal 
elements 

 
 
 

1 – 3 
 

 

 Some evidence of investigations 
with criticism (In conjunction with 
Yr. 9 English Pathway 1-3) 

 Some analysis and critical 
understanding presented 

 Some ability to refine work from 
reflection 

 Limited ability to explore ideas 
through a process of experimentation  

 Limited ability to select media, 
materials, techniques and processes 
appropriate to an intentions 

 Some ability to record ideas 
through the control of materials 
and techniques 

 Some ability to record relevant to 
intentions 

 Some ability to produce a personal 
response 

 Some ability to realise intentions 

 Realisations demonstrate some 
understanding of visual language 
through application of formal 
elements 

 
 
 


