
 

Progression 
Pathway  

Year 8 Religious Education 
Content and Concepts (depth of understanding and application) 

Skills Mastery 
 

7 – 9 
 
 
 
 

 Can use a comprehensive range of qur’anic evidence to critically evaluate Islamic 
beliefs, the origins of the religion, the figure of Muhammad and why these are 
important to Muslims. 

 Can compare and contrast Muslim beliefs with those of other religions in order to 
evaluate what life is like for a Muslim in today’s society e.g. the challenge of 
temptation and Islamophobia. 

 Is able to evaluate and explain the qualities and traits that make an inspirational 
person and use evidence to explain several important historical figures e.g. MLK, 
Malcolm X. 

 Can discuss Jewish beliefs and how they affect daily life, anti-Semitism and how it 
was implemented during the Holocaust, as well as key factors that led it in detail. 

 Is able to evaluate and explain key beliefs and practices in Sikhism – the Khalsa, the 
5Ks, the gurdwara – and how these are expressed in daily life for Sikhs, including 
the challenges they may face. 

 Comprehensive use of 
specialist terms accurately. 

 Religious viewpoints are 
stated and justified using a 
range of evidence. 

 Draw conclusions about a 
range of beliefs and 
teachings. 

 Relevant and reflective 
personal viewpoints that are 
fully developed. 
 

6 – 8 
 
 

  Can use a wide range of qur’anic evidence to show Islamic beliefs, the origins of 
the religion, the figure of Muhammad and why these are important to Muslims. 

  Can compare and contrast Muslim beliefs with those of other religions and explain 
what challenges Muslims today may face in society. 

 Can explain the qualities and traits that make an inspirational person and use 
evidence to explain several important historical figures e.g. MLK, Malcolm X. 

  Can discuss Jewish beliefs and how they affect daily life, anti-Semitism and how it 
was implemented during the Holocaust, as well as key factors that led it in detail. 

 Can analyse key beliefs and practices in Sikhism – the Khalsa, the 5Ks, the gurdwara 
– and how these are expressed in daily life for Sikhs. 

 Ability to use a range of 
specialist terms mostly 
accurately. 

 Religious viewpoints are 
stated and supported using 
a range of evidence. 

 Has fully accurate 
understanding of beliefs and 
teachings and can analyse 
them. 

 Personal viewpoints are 
relevant and supported with 
developed evidence. 

5 – 7 
 
 
 
 

 Can explain key Islamic beliefs such as the five pillars of Islam and the Qur’an, and 
is able to use evidence to show why these are important. 

 Can explain why certain Islamic beliefs and rules may make life challenging for a 
Muslim in today’s society. 

 Can explain the qualities and traits that make an inspirational person using 
examples such Martin Luther King, Malcolm X. 

 Can explain Jewish beliefs and how they affect daily life, anti-Semitism and how it 
was implemented during the Holocaust, as well as key factors that to led it and 
begin to analyse these. 

 Can explain key beliefs and practices in Sikhism – the Khalsa, the 5Ks, the gurdwara 
– and how these are expressed in daily life for Sikhs. 

 Ability to use specialist 
terms mostly accurately. 

 Religious viewpoints are 
presented and supported 
using a range of evidence. 

 Uses PEEL to analyse 
religious beliefs and 
teachings. 

 Personal viewpoints are 
supported. 

4 – 6 
 
 
 
 

 Can explain Islamic beliefs including the five pillars of Islam and why these are 
important. 

 Can begin to consider the impact of religious belief on daily life for believers e.g. 
rules about clothing or food. 

 Can explain about inspirational people from history such as Martin Luther King and 
Malcolm X. 

 Can explain Jewish beliefs and how they affect daily life, anti-Semitism and how it 
was implemented during the Holocaust.   

 Can explain beliefs and practices within Sikhism in reference to the daily lives of 
Sikhs. 

 Uses some specialist terms 
with some accuracy. 

 Demonstrates 
understanding of religious 
viewpoints and beliefs. 

 Can use PEEL to develop 
different viewpoints. 

 Personal viewpoints are 
stated but not always 
supported. 

3 – 5 
 
 
 
 

 Can describe Islamic beliefs such as the five pillars of Islam. 

 Can explain how life is different for a Muslim than a non-Muslim. 

 Can discuss the lives and views of inspirational people from history such as Martin 
Luther King and Malcolm X. 

 Can explain some Jewish beliefs as well as some of the events of the Holocaust.  

 Can ask and respond to questions relevant to the Holocaust. 

 Can describe beliefs and practices within Sikhism in reference to the daily lives of 
Sikhs. 

 Good use of key vocabulary.  

 Able to use PEE to evidence 
and support viewpoints – 
including religious beliefs. 

 Personal viewpoints are 
stated with limited 
evidence. 

2 – 4 
 
 
 
 

 Some understanding of key beliefs in the religion of Islam. 

 Can describe in simple terms how life is different for a Muslim than a non-Muslim. 

 Can list the qualities of an inspirational person.  

 Some understanding of Jewish beliefs and the Holocaust. 

 Can ask and answer questions about the Holocaust. 

 Can identify some practices within Sikhism e.g. 5 Ks. 

 Is able to use key 
vocabulary.  

 Some use of evidence to 
support viewpoints. 

 Personal viewpoints are 
stated and can be discussed. 

 Can define some religious 
beliefs. 

 

1 – 3 
 

 

 Limited understanding of Islam – its followers, what the Qur’an is and who 
Muhammad was. 

 Limited understanding of the importance of religious beliefs for the followers of 
that religion (Islam). 

 Can list the qualities of an inspirational person. 

 Limited understanding of the events of the Holocaust. 

 Can identify some aspects of Sikhism. 
 
 

 Limited use of key 
vocabulary.  

 Limited use of evidence to 

support viewpoints.  

 Personal viewpoints are 
expressed. 

 Can identify some religious 
beliefs. 


