
 

The Year 8 History Curriculum 

Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss E Hurley 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

How did the Tudors keep control of England? 
 

 How did different Tudors deal with religion? 

 How did Elizabeth I keep control of England? 
 Why did the Spanish Armada fail? 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Causation (how can we explain why historical events happened) 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Causation assessment on why the Spanish Armada failed. 

 

How can you help? 

 When students are set Preparation for learning please direct them to the websites outlined below 
to support them in their planning or research. 

 Ensure that any research that is set for their Prep is not copied and pasted. 

 Students have a pathway descriptor sheet in the front of their books that they can review before 
assessments in order to understand what they need to do to achieve a certain level. 

 History teachers will have marked pupils’ work using yellow stickers to highlight what has been 
done well and targets for improvement. Please ask your child to read through comments and 
targets in order to achieve the best level that they can. 

 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

 The Young Elizabeth, Jean Plaidy 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 

 https://spartacus-educational.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://spartacus-educational.com/


The Year 8 History Curriculum 

Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss E Hurley 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

How did Parliament take control of England?  
 

 Why did the English Civil War begin? 

 How should we remember Oliver Cromwell? 
 Who was the Glorious Revolution ‘glorious’ for? 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Source work (how to judge the usefulness of sources for different historical enquiries) 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Source Assessment on the Siege of Drogheda 

 

How can you help? 

 When students are set Preparation for learning please direct them to the websites outlined below 
to support them in their planning or research. 

 Ensure that any research that is set for their Prep is not copied and pasted. 

 Students have a pathway descriptor sheet in the front of their books that they can review before 
assessments in order to understand what they need to do to achieve a certain level. 

 History teachers will have marked pupils’ work using yellow stickers to highlight what has been 
done well and targets for improvement. Please ask your child to read through comments and 
targets in order to achieve the best level that they can. 

 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

 The Children of the New Forest, Frederick Marryat 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 

 https://spartacus-educational.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://spartacus-educational.com/


The Year 8 History Curriculum 

Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss E Hurley 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

How was Modern Britain built?  

 Why did the British want an Empire?  

 How should we remember the British Empire? 

 Why did the Industrial Revolution happen in Britain? 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Interpretations (why do historians disagree about historical events) 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Interpretations assessment on the British Empire 

 

How can you help? 

 When students are set Preparation for learning please direct them to the websites outlined below 
to support them in their planning or research. 

 Ensure that any research that is set for their Prep is not copied and pasted. 

 Students have a pathway descriptor sheet in the front of their books that they can review before 
assessments in order to understand what they need to do to achieve a certain level. 

 History teachers will have marked pupils’ work using yellow stickers to highlight what has been 
done well and targets for improvement. Please ask your child to read through comments and 
targets in order to achieve the best level that they can. 

 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

• Empire, Niall Ferguson 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 

• https://spartacus-educational.com/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
https://spartacus-educational.com/

