
Year 8 - Geography 

Progression 
Pathway 

Content and Concepts (depth of understanding and 
application) 

Skills Mastery 

7 – 9 
 
 
 
 

Develop knowledge of the location of globally  
significant places including their defining physical (plate  
tectonics theory) and human characteristics (energy  
consumption and population distribution).  
Understand the processes that give rise to key physical 
and human geographical features of the world, how these 
are related and how they bring about spatial 
variation (energy consumption and population  
distribution). Analysis of secondary data for patterns  
drawing upon similarities and differences (such as energy  
and population data). Evaluate key geographical  
processes (tectonic theory, migration and energy use).  

Collect and communicate with a range of 
data gathered through experiences of 
fieldwork that deepen their understanding 
of geographical processes.  
Interpret a range of sources of 
geographical information, including maps, 
diagrams, globes and aerial photographs.  
Communicate geographical information in 
a variety of ways, including through maps, 
numerical and quantitative skills.  

6 – 8 
 
 
 
 

Develop knowledge of the location of globally  
significant places including their defining physical and  
human characteristics (energy consumption and  
population distribution). Understand the processes that 
give rise to key physical and human geographical features 
of the world, how these are related and how they bring  
about spatial variation (energy consumption and  
population distribution). Able to explain and apply key  
geographical processes (tectonic theory, migration and  
energy use). 

Collect and communicate data gathered 
through experiences of fieldwork that 
deepen their understanding of 
geographical processes. Interpret different 
sources of geographical information, 
including maps, diagrams, globes and 
photographs. Communicate geographical 
information in a variety of ways, including 
through diagrams and writing.  

5 – 7 
 
 
 
 

Develop knowledge of the location of different global  
places including their defining physical and  
human characteristics (energy consumption and  
population distribution).  Understand the processes that  
give rise to key physical and human geographical features  
of the world and how they bring about spatial variation  
(energy consumption and population distribution). Able  
to briefly explain key geographical processes and describe  
how they happen (tectonic theory, migration and energy  
use). 
 

Collect and communicate data gathered 
through experiences of fieldwork that 
deepen their understanding of 
geographical processes. Interpret different 
sources of geographical information, 
including maps, diagrams and 
photographs. Communicate geographical 
information in a variety of ways, including 
through diagrams and writing. 

4 – 6 
 
 
 
 

Develop knowledge of the location of different global  
places including their defining physical and human  
characteristics (energy consumption and  
population distribution).  Understand the processes that  
create key physical and human geographical features of  
the world (energy consumption and population  
distribution). Able to describe how key geographical   
processes happen (tectonic theory, migration and energy  
use). 
 

Collect and communicate data gathered 
through experiences of fieldwork under 
supervision. Interpret different sources of 
geographical information, including maps 
and diagrams. Communicate geographical 
information through simple diagrams and 
writing. 

3 – 5 
 
 
 
 

Develop knowledge of the location of different places  
including some key physical and human characteristics  
(energy consumption and population distribution). 
Understand the basic processes that create physical and  
human geographical features of the world (energy  
consumption and population distribution). Able to  
describe briefly how key geographical processes happen  
(tectonic theory, migration and energy  
use). 
 

Collect data gathered through experiences 
of fieldwork under supervision. Interpret 
different sources of geographical 
information, including maps and diagrams.  
Communicate geographical information 
through simple diagrams and/or writing. 



 

2 – 4 
 
 
 
 

Develop some knowledge of the location of different  
places including some physical and human characteristics 
(energy consumption and population distribution). 
Attempt to understand the basic processes that create the  
physical and human features (energy consumption and  
population distribution). Attempt to describe very  
briefly how some geographical processes happen (tectonic  
theory, migration and energy use). 
 

Collect some data through experiences of 
fieldwork under supervision. Interpret 
some sources of geographical information, 
including basic maps and diagrams. 
Communicate geographical information 
through simple diagrams or writing.  

1 – 3 
 
 

 

Shows some basic knowledge of the location of different  
places including some basic physical and human  
characteristics.(energy consumption and  
population distribution). Some attempt is made to  
understand basic processes May exhibit incorrect  
understanding of processes (tectonic theory, migration  
and energy use). 
 

Collect some basic data through fieldwork 
under close supervision. Basic 
interpretation of maps and/or diagrams. 
Communication of geographical 
information is basic diagrams/writing. 


