
The Year 8 Geography Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader – Mr Mace 
 

What will your child be studying?  

Population and migration 

 Causes and impacts of the growth in world population. 

 Why populations change and the patterns of population density 

 How China has attempted to manage its population growth and the resulting impacts. 
 Impacts of migration particularly from Eastern Europe and the current refugee movement from 

outside to the EU to the EU 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Using geographical terminology in written work 

 Evaluating the impacts of migration and changes in population 

 Understanding of the human characteristics of different parts of the world 

 Understanding different perspectives on topical issues 
 

What will be the Key Assessment during this term? 

 Decision making exercise on migration from outside the EU to the EU.  
 Various key word tests on geographical meanings and spelling over the term 

 

How can you help your child? 

 Check their preparation for learning task once it is completed and encourage them to correct any 
spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes.  

 Before an assessment is set, spend time reviewing the topic covered and read the assessment 
mark scheme so students know what to do to achieve. 

 Spend time with your child reviewing their work and talking to them about what they are learning 
in class. Have conversations about the content and discuss opinions.  

 Encourage them to keep up to date and aware of current events around the world. 
 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 

 Map zone website is amazing for reinforcing key geographical skills 
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 

 BBC website for current affairs updates (www.bbc.co.uk)  

 A range of news websites to gain a rounded opinion of geographical issues  

 Newsround (for younger students) (http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround)  
 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm in the subject 

 Actively encourage watching the news together and discussing the issues presented  
 Watch TV documentaries which explore topical issues (such as Panorama and ITV)  

 

  

 

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround


The Year 8 Geography Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader – Mr Mace 

 

What will your child be studying?  

Tectonics – how do volcanoes and earthquakes occur and impact us? 

 What is the structure of the earth like and how do we know? 

 What makes plates move and cause earthquakes and volcanoes? 

 What were the causes and effects of the 2010 Iceland eruption? 

 Why do people live near volcanoes? 

 What are the causes and effects of earthquakes? 
 How can we better prepare, predict and protect against them? 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Understanding of tectonic processes  

 The use of case studies to explore a geographical issue 

 Exploring how humans are influenced by their environment  

 Awareness of different counties around the world 

 

What will be the Key Assessment during this term? 

 News article from a recent volcanic eruption or earthquake 
 Various tests on key vocabulary throughout the term  

 

How can you help? 

 Check that your child understands their preparation for learning task before they start it. 

 Before the assessment, check the mark scheme for what to do and how to do it. 
 When complete, proof read and edit the assessment against the mark scheme. 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites 

 Country Profiles on - https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uk.html 

 BBC news on the 2010 Icelandic eruption- http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-
13530805 

 USGS website (https://www.usgs.gov/) which plots and maps tectonic events  
 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm in the subject 

 Watch geographical documentaries about tectonic landscapes and hazards  
 Visit the Natural History Museum to discover more about how tectonic hazards operate  

  

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uk.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13530805
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13530805
https://www.usgs.gov/


The Year 8 Geography Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader – Mr Mace 

 

What will your child be studying?  

Climate Change and Resources  
 

 What is climate change and what are the different possible causes? 

 What are the possible future impacts of climate change?  

 What are the alternatives for global energy production? 
 What are the advantages and disadvantages of different sources of energy? 

 How are humans negatively impacting different parts of the world? 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Evaluating the feasibility and effectiveness of different energy resources 

 Developing an awareness of issues in different parts of the world 

 Understanding how human activity relies on the effective functioning of natural systems 
 

 

What will be the Key Assessment during this term? 

 End of unit test  

 Various tests on key vocabulary throughout the term  
 

 

 

 

How can you help? 

 Check that your child understands their preparation for learning task before they start it. 

 Help your child to revise for their test by testing them on their key vocabulary and definitions as 

well as the theory learnt in lesson and how to formulate their opinion  

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

 Map zone website is amazing for reinforcing key geographical skills 

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 

 BBC website for current affairs updates (www.bbc.co.uk)  

 A range of news websites to gain a rounded opinion of geographical issues  

 Newsround (for younger students) (http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround)  

Ways to encourage enthusiasm in the subject 

 Actively encourage watching the news together and discussing the issues presented  

 Watch TV documentaries which explore topical issues (such as Panorama, ITV and Horizon) 

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

