
 

The Year 8 English Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William Shakespeare 

 Students will gain an understanding of genre conventions of dramatic tragedy 

 Students will strengthen their contextual knowledge of Elizabethan and Shakespearean England 

 Students will further build on their subject specific terminology by learning key terms relating to 
drama and tragedy 

 
Dickens characters 

 Students will study extracts from a range of Dickens’ novels, developing their knowledge of 
character, themes, settings and contexts in Dickens’ work. 

 Students will continue to learn key terminology relating to the study and analysis of prose 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will develop their analysis and inference skills by making careful choices about quotation 
selection and more perceptive and thoughtful inferences.  

 Students will begin to apply their knowledge of context to help them to analyse and interpret texts 

 Students will develop their written and oral communication skills 

 Students will develop their resilience when it comes to tackling challenging texts 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Students will write an essay-style response to a question on ‘Romeo and Juliet’. This will be 
based on a character or theme from the play. 

 Students will take part in a speaking and listening assessment based on the Dickens unit 

 

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 
a variety of genres. 

 

Wider Reading 

 Students could attempt another Shakespeare such as ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, ‘The 
Tempest’ or ‘As You Like It’ 

 Students could attempt a whole Dickens text such as ‘A Tale of Two Cities’, ‘Oliver Twist’, ‘Great 
Expectations’ or Oliver Twist’ 

 Students could attempt a Dickens short story such as ‘A Holiday Romance’, ‘Some Short 
Christmas Stories’ or ‘The Haunted House’ 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3MC0HPxkChFdYsBHVk0gMhn/shakespeare-

resources 

 https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/learn/#maincontent 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3MC0HPxkChFdYsBHVk0gMhn/shakespeare-resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3MC0HPxkChFdYsBHVk0gMhn/shakespeare-resources
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/learn/#maincontent


 https://www.bl.uk/people/charles-dickens 

 https://dickensmuseum.com/ 

 

Study aids 

 A good quality dictionary 

 A good quality thesaurus 
 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject 

 Make a trip to see a play at The Globe (or any other theatre!) 

 Watch a TV or film version of one of Shakespeare’s plays or Dickens’ novels  

 Visit the Charles Dickens Museum in London 

 

 

The Year 8 English Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl  

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B. Priestly/writing to argue and persuade 

 Students will develop their understanding of the plot, characters, themes and historical contexts 
relating to the play 

 Students will develop their knowledge of persuasive techniques and devices 
 
War poetry 

 Students will learn a range of poetic terminology relating to form, language and structure 

 Students will develop their knowledge on how poetry has changed over time and how attitudes to 
war have changed over time. 

 Students will learn some of the key social and historical contexts in which the poems they read 
were written  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will continue to hone their skills of analysis and inference.   

 Students will develop their writing skills with a focus on adapting their writing to suit purpose and 
audience   

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 
 Students will produce an extended piece of persuasive writing based on a theme or character 

from ‘An Inspector Calls’ 

 Students will write their own poem and deliver it to the class. 

 

How can you help? 
 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 

your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 
a variety of genres. 

 

 

https://www.bl.uk/people/charles-dickens
https://dickensmuseum.com/


Wider reading 

 Students could attempt other texts written or set in the Edwardian era to complement their 
reading of ‘An Inspector Calls’, such as ‘Anne of Green Gables’ by L.M. Montgomery; ‘The Wind 
in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame; ‘Peter Pan’ by J.M. Barrie; ‘The Secret Garden’ by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett; or (for a real challenge!) ‘A Room With a View’ by E.M. Forster. 

 Students could attempt some prose novels related to war such as ‘All the Light We Cannot See’ 
by Anthony Doer, ‘The Book Thief’ by Markus Zusak or ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ by Erich 
Maria Remarque 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://www.warpoetry.uk/ 

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 

Study aids 

 A good quality dictionary 

 A good quality thesaurus 

 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject 

 Watch a film version of ‘An Inspector Calls’ or any of the recommended texts listed above 

 Visit your local war memorial 

 

The Year 8 English Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl  

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Dystopian literature and exam preparation 

 Students will learn the codes and conventions of dystopian fiction 

 Students will develop their knowledge of key literary terminology 

 Students will strengthen their knowledge of GCSE Language Paper 1 as they prepare for their 
English Exam. 

 
A modern novel 

 Students will develop their knowledge of the plot, characters, settings and themes of the novel 
they study in class 

 Students will learn about the relevant contexts associated with the novel they study 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will continue to improve their skills of analysis and inference. 

 Students will develop their written responses to literature texts. 

 Students will continue to develop their oral communication skills 

 Students will develop their exam skills, learning ‘good practice’ tips  

 

 

https://www.warpoetry.uk/
http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv


What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Students will take an end of year English exam in the style of a GCSE Language paper.  

 Students will write an essay response to the novel being studied in class. This will be based on a 
theme or character.  

 

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 

a variety of genres. 

 

Wider reading 

 Students could attempt a dystopian text such as ‘The Hunger Games’ by Suzanne Collins; ‘Z for 
Zachariah’ by Robert C. O’Brien; ‘The Children of Men’ by P.D. James; or (for a real challenge!) 
‘1984’ by George Orwell. 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 

Study aids 

 A good quality dictionary 

 A good quality thesaurus 

 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject 

 Watch a TV or film version of one of the dystopian texts or the class novel 

 

 

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

