
Yr 8 English – Writing 

Progression 
Pathway  

 

Content and Concepts (depth of understanding and application) 
 

Skills Mastery 
  

 

7-9 
‘Precise and 
convincing’ 

 
 

Communication of ideas 

 the ability to produce controlled and coherent writing matched to form, audience and purpose. 
Content is precise and convincing  

 there is the ability to communicate a range of  are fluent and well-structured  ideas  

 a precise, wide-ranging and well-crafted choice of vocabulary with a wide range of linguistic 
devices used employed  with precision to show shades of meaning   

Structure and organisation 

 a coherent and cohesive overall structure, using appropriate paragraphing and discourse 
markers 

Punctuation and sentences 

 well-crafted and controlled sentence structures used for purpose and effect  

 precise and accurate use of a wide range of punctuation 

 a precise and confident use of Standard English 
Spelling (including tense agreement)  

 accurate spelling of an increasingly complex vocabulary  

6-8 
 

‘Confident’ 
 

Communication of ideas 

 the ability to sustain the appropriate form to the purpose and audience. Confident use of tone, 
style and register. 

 consistently clear and effective communication of a range of ideas, becoming more controlled 
and coherent 

 an increasingly effective use of vocabulary and phrasing, chosen for effect, with a range of 
linguistic devices used successfully 

Structure and organisation 

 engaging writing using a range of ideas which are developed logically and/or creatively using a 
range of integrated discourse markers 

Punctuation and sentences 

 a wide variety of sentence structures used confidently for purpose and effect 

 confident and accurate use of a range of punctuation 

 a confident use of Standard English    
Spelling (including tense agreement)  

 accurate spelling of a wide vocabulary including irregular words 

 secure and competent control of tense and agreement  
 

5-7 
 

‘Competent’ 
 
 
 

Communication of ideas 

 a clear awareness of the need to adapt form to the audience and purpose. Tone, style and 
register are generally appropriate  

 the ability to a clearly communicate ideas with increasing success  

 vocabulary that is clearly chosen for effect and a broadening range of  linguistic devices 
Structure and organisation 

 writing which is mostly engaging and has a range of connected ideas with a range of discourse 
markers 

Punctuation and sentences 

 a variety of different sentence structures for purpose and effect, including complex sentences 

 a mostly secure and successful range of punctuation 

 a competent use of Standard English 
Spelling (including tense agreement)  

 generally accurate spelling, including complex and irregular words   
mostly secure control of tense agreement  
 



 

4-6 
‘Developing’ 

 
 
 
 

Communication of ideas 

 a developing and generally maintained form, appropriate to audience and purpose, with a 
straightforward use of tone, style and register 

 mostly successful communication of ideas with a developing sense of control and coherence  

 some evidence of vocabulary being selected for deliberate effects with some linguistic devices  
Structure and organisation 

 the ability to write in paragraphs using some discourse markers, although these may not always 
appropriate; relevant ideas are linked 

Punctuation and sentences 

 a developing variety of sentence structures for purpose and effect including an attempt at some 
complex sentences 

 a generally accurate range of punctuation  

 a developing accuracy in the use of Standard English 
Spelling (including tense agreement)  

 accurate spelling of simple words; increasingly accurate spelling of complex words  

 generally secure tense agreement  

3-5 
 

‘Attempting’ 
 
 

Communication of ideas 

 some attempt to use a form appropriate for purpose and audience with an attempt to control 
the register:  they are beginning to vary vocabulary and some linguistic devices for effect 

Structure and organisation 

 one of more relevant ideas, simply linked: there is a basic awareness of organisation  
Punctuation and sentences 

 use of straightforward simple and compound sentences  

 an attempt to use a range of punctuation, although it is sometimes inaccurate 

 the use of Standard English with some insecurity 
Spelling (including tense agreement)  

 mostly accurate spelling of simple words  

 some awareness of irregular spellings 

 some control of tense agreement 
2-4 

 
‘Emerging’ 

 
 

Communication of ideas 

 a basic understanding of purpose, form and reader/audience: simple communication of basic 
ideas with limited control of register 

 simple vocabulary and little awareness of linguistic devices 
Structure and organisation 

 that they can write one or two unlinked ideas with a limited awareness of paragraphing 
Punctuation and sentences 

 simple, undeveloped sentences with some control of basic punctuation  

 the occasional use of Standard English 
Spelling (including tense agreement)  

 *At the low end of this descriptor inconsistency in spelling may detract from overall meaning. 

1-3 
‘Forming’ 

 
 
 

Communication of ideas 
 a basic understanding of purpose, form and reader/audience: limited control of register 

 simple communication of basic ideas with some control and coherence (e.g. a basic sense 
of plot and characterisation) 

 some interesting, generally relevant, vocabulary  
Structure and organisation 
 that they can write three or four linked ideas 

 an awareness of paragraphing 

Punctuation and sentences 
 simple, undeveloped sentences with some control of basic punctuation  

 the occasional use of Standard English 

Spelling (including tense agreement)  
*At the low end of this descriptor inconsistency in spelling may detract from overall meaning. 


