
Yr 8 Reading 

Progression 
Pathway  

Content and Concepts (depth of understanding and application) 
Skills Mastery 

7-9 
‘Precise and 
convincing’ 

 
 
 

Information and Ideas 

 convincing interpretation of texts with a range of precise quotations explored in detail in order 
to support their interpretations 

Language 

 a detailed analysis of how writers use language to achieve effects and influence the reader. 
There is well-chosen use of subject terminology to develop their analysis 

Structure 

 a detailed analysis of how writers use structure to achieve effects and influence the reader  
Comparison 

 a detailed comparison of  how writers’ ideas and perspectives are conveyed 

 a thorough and convincing analysis of theme, language and/or structure across the texts 
Lit: context 

 Thoughtful consideration of ideas/perspectives/contextual factors shown by examination of 
detailed links between context/text/task 

6-8 
‘Confident’ 

 
 
 
 

Information and Ideas 

 confident identification of ideas from texts (inference) with balanced and well-chosen evidence  
Language 

 a clear and controlled analysis of how writers use language to achieve effects and influence the 
reader. There is controlled use of subject terminology to support and develop analysis 

Structure 

 a clear and controlled analysis of how writers use structure to achieve effects  
Comparison 
Students demonstrate: 

 a clear and controlled comparison of how writers’ ideas and perspectives are conveyed 

 a confident analysis of theme, language and/or structure across the texts  
Lit: context 
Clear and thoughtful consideration of ideas/perspectives/contextual factors shown by examination 
of detailed links between context/text/task 

5-7 
‘Competent’ 

 
 
 
 

Information and Ideas 

 clear evidence of the selection of ideas from texts (inference) with evidence of the ability to 
select appropriate evidence  

Language 

 a clear explanation of how writers use language to achieve effects and influence the writer. 
There is consistent and relevant use of subject terminology 

Structure 

 a clear explanation of how writers use structure to achieve effects  
Comparison 

 a clear comparison of how writers’ ideas and perspectives are conveyed 

 clear and appropriate explanation in response to theme, language and/or structure across the 
texts  

Lit: context 
Clear understanding of ideas/perspectives/ contextual factors shown by specific links between 
context/text/task 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4-6 
 

‘Developing’ 
 
 
 

Information and Ideas 

 the selection of ideas from texts showing the ability to select relevant evidence. There is a 
tendency to paraphrase. 

Language 

 a developing understanding of how writers use language to achieve effects and influence the 
reader. Subject terminology is used although not always relevant or explained 

Structure 

 a developing understanding of how writers use structure to achieve effects although comments 
may be inconsistent 

Comparison 

 some development of the main points of comparison of writers’ ideas and perspectives 

 a developing explanation of theme, language and/or structure across the texts 
Lit: context 
Some clear understanding of implicit ideas/ perspectives/contextual factors shown by links 
between context/text/task 

3-5 
 

‘Attempting’ 
 
 
 
 
 

Information and Ideas 

 the selection of ideas from texts. The ability to select relevant evidence although not 
always supporting their points (may still copy) 

Language 

 straightforward comment on how writers use language to achieve influence the reader 
and create effects. There is limited and basic use of subject terminology 

Structure 

 straightforward comment on how writers use structure to achieve particular effects  
Comparison 

 a response which identifies obvious points of comparison between writers’ ideas and 
perspectives 

 some straightforward comments in response to theme, language and/or structure (in one 
or both texts)  

Lit: context 

 Some understanding of implicit ideas/ perspectives/contextual factors shown by links between 
context/text/task 

2-4 
 

‘Emerging’ 
 
 

Information and Ideas 

 the simple selection of obvious ideas from texts. The ability to select obvious evidence. 
Language 

 simple awareness of how  writers use language to influence the reader and create 
effect(s). There is little or no use of subject terminology 

Structure 

 simple awareness of how structure is used to create effects 
Comparison 

 a response which makes simple comparison between writers’ ideas and perspectives  

 simple comments in response to theme, language and/or structure  
Lit: context 
Some awareness of implicit ideas/contextual factors 

1 – 3 
 

‘Forming’ 
 

Information and Ideas 

 the simple selection of obvious ideas from texts. The ability to select obvious evidence.  
Language 

 some simple awareness of how  writers use language to influence the reader and create 
effect(s). Identification of one or two words/phrases used by the writer . There is little or no use 
of subject terminology 

Structure 

 some simple awareness of how structure is used to create effects 
Comparison 

 a response which makes simple comparison between writers’ ideas and perspectives  

 some simple comments in response to theme, language and/or structure (in one or both texts) 
Lit: context 
Simple comment on explicit ideas/contextual factors 



 


