
Design and Technology-RM for year 8 

Progression 
Pathway 

In this DT area you are able to show understanding and skills in the following:- 

7-9 Is able to understand and write a detailed design brief using a wide range of key words.  

Is able to write a design criteria/ specification, with a wide range of key words.  

Is able to produce a wide range of creative and unique design ideas have been developed fully, 

demonstrating flair and originality.   

Can identify a wide range of important design features and constraints within their final design idea, 

and suggest modification when needed.  

Is able to produce a final outcome shows a consistently high level of making, modelling and finishing 

skills.  

Students can justify selection of appropriate materials, ingredients and equipment.  

Students demonstrate they can use tools and equipment skilfully, safely and independently.  

Is able to test final outcome against the design criteria or product specification in detail.  Taking into 

consideration peer feedback proposing modifications when needed. 

6-8 Is able to understand and write a detailed design brief using a range of key words.  

Is able to write a design criteria/ specification, with a range of key words.  

Is able to produce a wide range of creative and unique design ideas have been developed fully. 

Can identify a range of important design features and constraints within their final design idea, and 

suggest modification when needed.  

Is able to produce a final outcome shows a high level of making, modelling and finishing skills.  

Students can justify selection of appropriate materials and equipment, and use them accurately, safely 

and independently.  

Students demonstrate they can use tools and equipment skilfully, safely and independently.  

Is able to test final outcome against the design criteria or product specification in detail, proposing 

modifications when needed. 

5-7 Is able to understand and write a design brief in detail using a range of key words.  

Is able to write a design criteria/ specification, with a range of key words.  

Is able to produce a wide range of creative design ideas including further development with evidence 

of planning for most aspects.  

Can identify important design features and constraints within their final design idea, and suggest 

modification when needed.  

Is able to produce a final outcome which shows elements of a very good level of making, modelling 

and finishing skills.  

Students demonstrate they can use tools and equipment skilfully, safely and independently.  

Is able to test final outcome against the design criteria or product specification in detail, proposing 

modifications when needed. 

4-6 Is able to understand and write a design brief with some detail using a range of key words.  

Is able to write a design criteria/ specification, with a range of key words.  

Is able to design a range of creative initial ideas to solve the design problem. Annotated in detail 

including information on how their research has influenced their designs.  

Can identify important design features and constraints within their final design idea. 

Can identify their products TMG and highlight important features to consider when producing design 

ideas.  

Can demonstrate a wide variety of skills and techniques using a range of tools and processes safety. 

Is able to produce a final outcome which shows a good level of making, modelling and finishing skills 

throughout.  

Can select appropriate materials and equipment and use them correctly and safely. 

3-5 Can understand and write a design brief using a range of key words.  

Is able to write a design criteria/ specification, with a range of key words.  

Is able to produce a variety of design ideas which show some creativity and development. Annotated 

in some detail, labelling the correct materials and processes that will be used.   

Can identify some important design features and constraints within their final design idea. 

Can explain in some detail that the products TMG are, and identify some design constraints.  

Is able to explain all of the main stages needed to make my product, and Is able to prepare a simple 

step by step instruction guide, using a range of key words, on how to make the product. 

Can demonstrate a variety of skills and techniques using a range of tools and processes. 

Is able to produce a final outcome, which shows a mostly good level of making, modelling and 

finishing skills. 
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2-4 Can understand and write a basic design brief using some key words.  

Is able to write a simple design criteria/ specification, with some key words.  

Can explain who the products TMG are, and identify some design constraints.  

Can produce a selection of basic ideas for my product, showing how you have used your research. 

Is able to label designs ideas using the correct names for some materials, components and techniques. 

Is able to identify all of the main stages needed to make my product, and Is able to prepare a simple 

step by step instruction guide on how to make my product. 

Is able to make a simple model of what my end product should look like. Is able to evaluate my model 

which helps me understand how it could be improved. 

Can identify a range of tools and equipment needed to make my product. 

Students require support where necessary to use materials, equipment correctly and safely.  

Is able to produce a simple final outcome, which shows basic modelling and finishing skills.   

Is able to carry out a simple evaluation of a finished product, including at least three features against 

the design criteria.  

1-3 Can understand and write a basic design brief.  

Is able to write simple design criteria/ specification, with some key words.  

Can explain who my products TMG are.  

Can produce a few basic ideas for my product using research. 

Is able to label designs ideas with some materials, components and techniques. 

Can identify some of the main stages needed to make my product, and Is able to prepare a simple 

step by step instruction guide on how to make my product. 

Is able to make a simple model of what my end product should look like. 

Can identify some tools and equipment needed to make my product. 

Students require support where necessary to use materials, equipment correctly and safely.  

Is able to produce a simple final outcome, which shows basic modelling and finishing skills.   

Is able to carry out a simple evaluation of a finished product, including at least one feature against the 

design criteria. 

 


