
 

     The Year 8 Art Curriculum 
September - February 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Year 8 will begin by exploring the work of the impressionists, in particular the artist Claude Monet. In 
doing so the students will develop an understanding of the impressionist approach to applying paint and 
other materials in capturing light and mood within a changing environment. They will produce an oil 
pastel study to capture the style of the impressionists more expressive, painterly approach before moving 
on to the artist David Hockney. David Hockney explored a number of different environments in a variety 
of ways but always deeply influenced by the work of the Pop Art movement and his own historical art 
history exploration. We will explore the later paintings of Hockney from the 2000’s on his return to 
Yorkshire and his exploration of the unique and changing light found during different seasons and time of 
day. The students will then explore work in a more ‘realistic’, analytical style capturing details and subtle 
accuracies of an animal, bird or insect. With these three different approaches; Impressionist background, 
Hockney like middle ground and a detailed foreground, they will create a composition with differing 
degrees of depth. There are both historical influences within the students’ approach and practical stylistic 
approach to producing paintings and drawings, as skills are explored, developed and refined. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

Students will explore different materials and processes to create images that capture different viewpoints 
of the physical environment. Stylistic approaches to creating art will be introduced, developed and 
refined, influenced by their contextual analysis of artist work such as Monet and Hockney. The use of oil 
pastel, colour pencil in approaching different outcomes to work alongside colour theory and the formal 
elements within art will be introduced, reintroduce and explored through both visual analysis and 
discussion, as well as through the copying and responding to discovered insights. Analytical skill and 
control of materials is essential throughout each key stage and will be developed as part of every unit of 
work. Judgements as regards the aptitude of these skills will be based on the application and 
manipulation in controlling these materials and processes. Whilst developing these skills we will 
encourage the importance of resilience in returning to work to review, modify and refine. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

We will assess various elements of the students’ portfolio over the term and a half scheme of work. This 
will be recorded on a portfolio tracking sheet once either a task is completed in full or enough evidence of 
an assessment objective has been produce to make a valued judgement. We will be assessing four main 
areas of study;  
 
Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of art and artists (including analysis and literacy) 
Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and refine) 
Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through drawing) 
Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own artwork (Final pieces) 
 
In some cases, individual work will be targeted using either our yellow sticker and/or our portfolio tracker 
or a body of work will be reviewed and a more general assessment objective target set for 
improvement/development as regards meeting a specific objective and/or quality of the application of 
skill. 
 

 

 



How can you help? 

Support can be provided through the encouragement of pursuing tasks through mistakes, adversity and 
challenge. Skills in art can only be developed when mistakes are made, reviewed, modified and refined. 
This often means having to work through problems. Any skill will improve when it is pursued again and 
again. Practicing a classroom task or suggested task independently will always help support this 
development and should be encouraged. When exploring artist and art, the first port of call is often the 
internet and a ‘Google’ search. This is not always an issue, however like most subjects reading around 
various sources is needed to be fully informed. Being able to see art in galleries and or in situe is often 
more compelling and has a better impact than on a screen, so the visiting of galleries is always 
encouraged. Literacy is important in all subjects including art. Students are encouraged to read through 
written tasks and amend any grammatical and literacy mistakes before handing in work to be marked 
and/or assessed. Monitoring prep via ‘ShowMyHomework’ would help tremendously as guidance and 
progress is supported through our delivery and execution of prep throughout all units. 

 

Recommended Reading, supportive websites and other resources  

All support sheets and assessment sheets can often be found on the school ‘ShowMyHomework’ page. 
Additional support on artist research and information can be found on gallery sites such as the Tate 
gallery website, Saatchi gallery website, National Gallery website and many additional established 
national and independent galleries. Skills based activities can also be supported when attending after 
school workshops and extra-curricular activities. There are often interesting programmes on artists and 
art movements on many of the main TV channels such as BBC Four and the SkyArts 1 channel. 
Workshops, tutorials can also be found on YouTube and other online resources. 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/


     The Year 8 Art Curriculum 
February - July 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

As an extension to the first term and a half unit of work, students will return to the theme of environment, 
however now considering the work of British artists John Piper and Laura Oldfield Ford. Both artists 
explored the environment surrounding them with a consideration of structures and buildings. Piper 
explored the ravaged landscapes of Britain after and also during the World Wars. He is most famous for 
stained glass windows and printmaking. Whereas Laura Oldfield Ford, a more contemporary artists 
explores the more brutal buildings of post war architecture still prominent in more deprived areas of the 
urban landscape. Oldfield combines her traditional drawing with layered printmaking techniques. An 
exploration of both technical approach and conceptual approach will be investigated by students in 
creating a new landscape piece of work.   

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

Alongside the development of analytical drawing, students will explore the process of printmaking and 
the layering of materials in creating responses to the work of Piper and Oldfield Ford. Taking images 
from the immediate environment such as local churches as well as more brutalist, modern architecture, 
the students will draw, paint and then print a number of times as the artists mentioned above.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

We will assess various elements of the students’ portfolio over the term and a half scheme of work. This 
will be recorded on a portfolio tracking sheet once either a task is completed in full or enough evidence of 
an assessment objective has been produce to make a valued judgement. We will be assessing four main 
areas of study;  
 
Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of art and artists (including analysis and literacy) 
Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and refine) 
Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through drawing) 
Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own artwork (Final pieces) 
 
In some cases, individual work will be targeted using either our yellow sticker and/or our portfolio tracker 
or a body of work will be reviewed and a more general assessment objective target set for 
improvement/development as regards meeting a specific objective and/or quality of the application of 
skill. 

 

How can you help? 

Support can be provided through the encouragement of pursuing tasks through mistakes, adversity and 
challenge. Skills in art can only be developed when mistakes are made, reviewed, modified and refined. 
This often means having to work through problems. Any skill will improve when it is pursued again and 
again. Practicing a classroom task or suggested task independently will always help support this 
development and should be encouraged. When exploring artist and art, the first port of call is often the 
internet and a ‘Google’ search. This is not always an issue, however like most subjects reading around 
various sources is needed to be fully informed. Being able to see art in galleries and or in situe is often 
more compelling and has a better impact than on a screen, so the visiting of galleries is always 
encouraged. Literacy is important in all subjects including art. Students are encouraged to read through 
written tasks and amend any grammatical and literacy mistakes before handing in work to be marked 

 



and/or assessed. Monitoring prep via ‘ShowMyHomework’ would help tremendously as guidance and 
progress is supported through our delivery and execution of prep throughout all units. 

 

Recommended Reading, supportive websites and other resources  

All support sheets and assessment sheets can often be found on the school ‘ShowMyHomework’ page. 
Additional support on artist research and information can be found on gallery sites such as the Tate 
gallery website, Saatchi gallery website, National Gallery website and many additional established 
national and independent galleries. Skills based activities can also be supported when attending after 
school workshops and extra-curricular activities. There are often interesting programmes on artists and 
art movements on many of the main TV channels such as BBC Four and the SkyArts 1 channel. 
Workshops, tutorials can also be found on YouTube and other online resources. 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 
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