
  

The Year 7 English Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Introduction to Shakespeare 

 Students will obtain a contextual knowledge of the life and works of William Shakespeare. 

 They will also learn about the three genres of his plays (tragedy, comedy and history) and their 
conventions  

 They will acquire knowledge about The Globe Theatre  

 Students will learn about sonnet structure and specific Shakespearean sonnets.  

 Students will begin building up their subject specific terminology by learning key terms such as 
sonnet, iambic pentameter, metaphor, simile, personification.  
 

‘Frankenstein’ (adapted as a play) and gothic extracts 

 Students will gain an understanding of the plot of the play.  

 Students will gain contextual knowledge surrounding the play they study in class.   

 Students will acquire knowledge of gothic literature conventions.  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will develop their analysis skills, focusing on form, language and structure. 

 Students will develop their inference skills.   

 Students will learn how to apply contextual knowledge in their writing 

 Students will develop their creative writing skills with a focus on clarity and accuracy of 
expression. 

 Students will develop their presentation and spoken language skills 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 An extended project on William Shakespeare  

 Spoken Language assessment inspired by the play of ‘Frankenstein’. Students will receive a 
pass, merit or distinction grade (which is in keeping with the GCSE style of marking for Spoken 
Language).  

 

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 
a variety of genres. 

 

Wider Reading/Suggested Reading  

 ‘A Stage Full of Shakespeare’s Stories’ by Angela McAllister  

 ‘What’s So Special About Shakespeare?’ by Michael Rosen 

 ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’ by Tony Di’Terlizzi and Holly Black  

 ‘Coraline’ by Neil Gaiman  

 



 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 

Study aids 

 A good quality dictionary 

 A good quality thesaurus 

 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject 

 Visit the Globe Theatre in London. 

 Watch a theatre or film production of a Shakespeare play. 

 Visit some gothic architecture.    

 Watch a range of age appropriate gothic genre films. 

 

 

The Year 7 English Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl  

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Sherlock Holmes short story by Arthur Conan Doyle 

 Students will acquire a knowledge of the context surrounding the Sherlock Holmes stories  

 Students will learn the conventions of the murder mystery genre.  

 Students will gain the knowledge of the plot, characters and setting of ‘The Speckled Band’  
 

Place Poetry 

 Students will learn about the key terminology for a range of language and structural devices 
within poetry 

 Students will understand how poetry has developed over time 

 Students will learn about specific contexts of specific poems 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will develop their creative writing skills.  

 Students will continue to hone their skills of analysis and inference.  

 Students will develop their evaluation and deduction skills  

 Students will develop their comparison skills.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv


What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Extended writing response testing evaluation and analysis skills based around Sherlock Holmes 

 Poetry writing where students will show off what they have learnt about poetry by creating their 
own place poem.  

 

How can you help? 
 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 

your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 
a variety of genres. 

 

Wider Reading  

 ‘Young Sherlock Holmes’ by Andy Lane 

 ‘Murder Most Unladylike’ by Robin Stevens  

 Any of the other short stories in the Conan-Doyle collection 

 The ‘Poetry for Young People’ book series has poems by writers such as Robert Frost, Maya 
Angelou, Emily Dickinson and Edgar Allen Poe put together in collections designed for young 
readers. 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 

Study aids 

 A good quality dictionary 

 A good quality thesaurus 

 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject 

 Visit the Sherlock Holmes museum 

 Watch a TV or film version of one of the Sherlock Holmes stories  

 

 

The Year 7 English Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss Wahl  

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Media unit and exam preparation 

 Students will acquire a knowledge of GCSE Language Paper One as they prepare for their first 
English Exam. 

 

http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv


 Students will gain a knowledge of various types of Media (advertising, broadcast, print and online) 

 They will also learn about the conventions of each form of Media  
 

Modern novel  

 Students will gain knowledge of the plot, characters, settings and themes of a novel  

 Students will also gain contextual knowledge of the period in which their novel was written and set 

 Students will learn about different styles of narrative  

 Students will revise their knowledge of language and structural devices 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will improve their skills of evaluation.   

 Once again students will develop their skills of analysis and inference.   

 Students will build on their presentation and spoken language skills.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 End of year English exam in the style of a GCSE Language paper.  

 Extended essay response to a question on a theme or character in a novel 

 

How can you help? 

 Check your child understands the prep tasks before starting them. Refer to Show My Homework, 
your child’s handbook and your child’s exercise book.  

 Encourage your child to reflect on targets to improve.  

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts by different authors and from 

a variety of genres. 

 

Wider Reading  

 ‘The Heaven Shop’ by Deborah Ellis  

 ‘The Book Thief’ by Markus Zusak  

 ‘Wonder’ by R.J.Palacio 

 ‘Stig of The Dump’ by Clive King 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/ - a range of information about Shakespeare.  

 www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english - a range of different quizzes for students to check their 

knowledge of word classes and spellings 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv - a collection of activities and resources for a 

wide variety of English topics.  

 

Study aids 

 A good quality dictionary 

 A good quality thesaurus 

 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject 

 Encourage your child to engage with media texts such as the newspaper you have at home or the 

radio stations that you listen to.  

 Discuss any issues that might be raised about online media or the power of advertising. 

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/
http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv


 Visit the library regularly to encourage reading and to take part in local library reading challenges.  

Libraries often run children’s book groups – see www.fcbg.org.uk  

 Visit the British Library in London to explore some of their many events and exhibitions  

 

http://www.fcbg.org.uk/

