
 

The Year 13 Media Studies Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss J Rochford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

• Component 1 – video game (Assassin’s Creed franchise) Students will learn about key aspects of 
the video game industry, especially regulation, marketing and ownership patterns. Students will 
develop their understanding of key media language terms in relation to industry. 

• Component 2 – magazines (set editions of Vogue and The Big Issue) Students will learn the 
codes and conventions of magazines as well as learning a range of theoretical approaches to 
help interpret them. They will learn about relevant industry factors relating to the production, 
distribution and regulation of magazines; and learn how magazine producers target and maintain 
audiences. They will also develop their understanding of the wider contexts of their two set text 
magazines. 

• Component 2 – online (Attitude and Zoella) Students will learn the codes and conventions of 
online texts as well as learning a range of theoretical approaches to help interpret them. They will 
learn about relevant industry factors relating to the production and distribution and regulation of 
online texts; and learn how online texts target and maintain audiences. They will also develop 
their understanding of the wider contexts of their two online set texts.  

• Component 3 – students will learn to edit the footage and images that they have created in order 
to finalise and then evaluate their products.  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 For all units, students will develop their analytical skills by looking in detail at the representations 
found in their set texts as well as the way in which media language is used to create meaning. 
They will develop their inference skills and learn to choose evidence carefully to support their 
ideas about how audiences are targeted. Students will also begin to apply a range of media 
theories to their set texts. They will develop their writing skills, using key terminology to write 
clearly and accurately about their texts. Where relevant, students will apply what they have 
learned about media industries when writing about their set texts. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Students will write a variety of essay responses to the texts, based on exam style questions. 

 

How can you help? 

 Ensure that your child is organised and comes with the correct equipment to each lesson. 

 Ensure that your child has an organised and quiet area at home in which he/she can work. 

 Ensure that your child manages his/her time efficiently in order to complete preparation for 
learning tasks. 

 Encourage your child to discuss the texts he/she is studying with you and other members of the 
family. 

 Encourage your child to read widely around the texts and theory he/she is studying. 

 

Wider reading/watching 

 Video game – students who would like to and have access to it could play the game in order to 
develop their understanding of the product. (This is not a requirement.) 

 



 Magazines – students should purchase and read a weekly copy of ‘The Big Issue’ for several 
weeks in order to familiarise themselves with the house style, distribution method and type of 
content. Students should also read a range of lifestyle magazines to complement their study of 
‘Vogue’. 

 Online – students should read and watch as much content as they can on both the ‘Attitude’ and 
‘Zoella’ websites in order to become familiar with these texts. 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

Students may choose to purchase the following text books. This is optional but would be useful. 

 WJEC/Eduqas Media Studies Textbook for A Level Year 2 & A2 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Media-Studies-
Level/dp/191120811X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1YE7UVP5JZY80&keywords=wjec+media+studies+a+level&qid=15
83920777&s=books&sprefix=wjec+media%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-2 
 

 Media Theory for A Level: The Essential Revision Guide  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Media-Theory-Level-Essential-Revision/dp/036714543X 
 

Students should listen to ‘The Media Show’ every Wednesday at 4.30 pm on Radio 4 

Students should make regular use of their KS5 handbook which contains wider reading/watching lists 

Students should regularly access the Guardian’s TV and radio reviews and comments: 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/tv-and-radio 

 

 

The Year 13 Media Studies Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss J Rochford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

 By this point in the year, all content will have been covered. Students will begin the term with their 
mock exams. The term will be spent using the feedback from those exams to prioritise revision of 
all content and consolidating understanding of all set texts, key theorists and media concepts. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will consolidate their understanding of all media concepts and continue to develop their 
use of key terminology when analysing media texts. Students will become more adept at applying 
theory to their interpretations of their set texts and develop their written skills with lots of practice 
responses. Students will consolidate their analysis skills and become more precise in their choice 
of evidence to support their ideas. 

 Students will also develop their independent study skills, being shown how to carry out effective 
revision outside of lessons.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Two full mock exams at the start of the term:  

 Component 1 (2 hours and 15 minutes)  

 Component 2 (2 hours and 30 minutes) 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Media-Studies-Level/dp/191120811X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1YE7UVP5JZY80&keywords=wjec+media+studies+a+level&qid=1583920777&s=books&sprefix=wjec+media%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Media-Studies-Level/dp/191120811X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1YE7UVP5JZY80&keywords=wjec+media+studies+a+level&qid=1583920777&s=books&sprefix=wjec+media%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Media-Studies-Level/dp/191120811X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1YE7UVP5JZY80&keywords=wjec+media+studies+a+level&qid=1583920777&s=books&sprefix=wjec+media%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Media-Theory-Level-Essential-Revision/dp/036714543X
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/tv-and-radio


How can you help? 

 Ensure that your child is organised and comes with the correct equipment to each lesson. 

 Ensure that your child has an organised and quiet area at home in which he/she can work. 

 Ensure that your child manages his/her time efficiently in order to complete preparation for 
learning tasks. 

 Encourage your child to discuss the texts he/she is studying with you and other members of the 
family. 

 Encourage your child to read widely around the texts and theory he/she is studying. 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

See above and also see the year 12 subject overview for recommendations of wider reading/watching 
relating to each set text. 

 

 

The Year 13 Media Studies Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss J Rochford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

 The first three weeks of this term (before study leave) will be spent writing practice responses and 
finalising revision.  

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will consolidate their understanding of all media concepts and continue to develop their 
use of key terminology when analysing media texts. Students will become more adept at applying 
theory to their interpretations of their set texts and develop their written skills with lots of practice 
responses. Students will consolidate their analysis skills and become more precise in their choice 
of evidence to support their ideas. 

 Students will also develop their independent study skills, being shown how to carry out effective 
revision outside of lessons. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

A Level exams 

 Component 1 – Wednesday 3rd June 2020 (pm) 

 Component 2 – Thursday 11th June 2020 (pm) 

 

How can you help? 

 Ensure that your child is organised and comes with the correct equipment to each lesson. 

 Ensure that your child has an organised and quiet area at home in which he/she can work. 

 Ensure that your child manages his/her time efficiently in order to complete preparation for 
learning tasks. 

 Encourage your child to discuss the texts he/she is studying with you and other members of the 
family. 

 Encourage your child to read widely around the texts and theory he/she is studying. 

 

 



Supportive Websites/resources 

See above 
 

 

 

 


