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What knowledge and understanding will be gained this year? 

The course is split into 2 units as follows:  

Unit 4: Independent coursework study: 

The purpose of the unit is to enable students to assess different historical interpretations and to carry out 
an historical investigation of their own choosing.  

Unit 3: The Challenge of German Nationalism 1789–1919 

Focus: the significant developments in Germany which characterised nationalism in different forms from 
the emerging movement in the early nineteenth century to the achievement of unification and finally the 
collapse of monarchy. Candidates should understand the reasons for the changes in the nature of 
German nationalism and the consequences within Germany.  
Pupils will study the following key turning points: 

Social and intellectual forces: the origins and growth of German nationalism from 1789; the impact of 
Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna; different views, Kleindeutsch v Grossdeutsch; the impact of the 
1848/49 revolutions and the Frankfurt Parliament; mass nationalism and its appeal in the 19th and early 
20th centuries; the Kulturkampf, Pan-Germanism, radical nationalism, the impact of war and defeat.  

• Economic forces: economic nationalism and modernisation, the Zollverein, economic integration, 
economic and social effects of industrialisation (including the rise of socialism), impact of railways, 
arguments for free trade and protection.  

• Political and military forces: managing German nationalism and its opponents; assessment and 
comparison of contributions of Napoleon, Metternich, Bismarck, and William II; the impact of external 
forces and circumstances on German nationalism (eg the decline of Austria); the Treaty of Versailles; 
political challenges from the left and right.  

• The extent of unification: the extent to which Germany and the German people became a united 
nation in the course of the period; continuing cultural, religious and regional differences; wars as a 
unifying or divisive influence; the role of Prussia in the development of Germany; constitutional 
developments; the treatment of Germany's minorities; the contribution of political groups (eg liberals, 
conservatives, socialists and communists). 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this year? 

Unit 4: Independent coursework study: 

This is the coursework unit worth 20% of the A-Level qualification. They can display a range of skills in 
the critical assessment of different historical interpretations and in research.  

Unit 3: The Challenge of German Nationalism 1789–1919 

This is the exam unit worth 40% of the A-Level qualification. Candidates will demonstrate synoptic skills 
by drawing together appropriate techniques, knowledge and understanding to evaluate developments 
over the whole of the period. There is an emphasis on developing and interpreting a broad overview of 
the period studied, with analysis and evaluations of patterns of change and continuity. The modules are 
historical perspectives, so concern is focused on making links and comparisons between different 
aspects of the topics studied and of testing hypotheses before reaching a judgement. 

 

 



What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this year? 

Pupils will practice answers to exam style questions over the year, and assessment will be by one piece 
of coursework (3,000 – 4,000 words) worth 20% and one public exam (German Nationalism) at the end 
of the year worth 40% of the overall A-Level grade. This is alongside two other public exams (Stuarts and 
the French Revolution and Napoleon) on content taught in Y12.  

 

How can you help? 

 When students are set preparation for learning and in the run up to their timed essays OR drafting 
coursework components, please direct them to the books below to support them in their planning 
or research.  

 Remind your child to read through their work to check for spelling, grammar, and punctuation 
errors. Literacy is a fundamental aspect of all written exams, and examiners are much more 
vigilant about levelling work in line with literacy requirements.  

 Deadlines will be set for all prep and coursework deadlines will need be met without exception. 
Please ensure your child has made you aware of these.   

 Encourage them to come to catch-up sessions for support in their research and planning. 
 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Coursework 

For the independent coursework students will be given the opportunity to visit the London School of 
Economics and Political Science to conduct their own research and evaluate sources and interpretations. 
However, whilst time will be built into their school schedule to research their own sources, students must 
be aware that the responsibility to conduct research does lie with them and that the marking of draft 
components of their coursework will be used as the measure for how they are progressing. 

German Nationalism 

 

 McKichan, German Nationalism 

 Whitfield, Germany 1848-1914 

 Farmer and Stiles, Unification of Germany 

 Williamson, Bismarck and Germany 1862-90 

 Shreeves, Nationmaking in 19th Century Europe 

 Clark, Iron Kingdom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


