
 

The Year 12 Photography Curriculum 

‘Environment: Drawing with Light’ 
September - January 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

The essence of photography is the observation and recording of the environments around us. 
Sometimes we can find the images that capture environments and at other times we must 
create them ourselves. During the first half of year 12, students will be investigating different 
ways in which photographers capture and create environments.  Whilst developing these core 
technical and practical skills, students will also develop their understanding of the themes in 
photography and throughout its history. Students will develop their own personal and creative 
responses and creative outcomes to these themes, demonstrating creative individual creativity. 
Topics covered from September until January; 
1. An introduction to the formal elements that make up a photograph 
2. Composition and Framing of images 
3. Light 
4. Focus and Time 
5. Digital Enhancement 
6. Construct/Deconstruct  
7. Presentation and exhibiting photography 
8. Self-Directed Work in response to tasks 1-7 
9. Evaluate and display 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 The photographic process; planning a photo shoot in light of knowledge gained, selection 
and marking up, editing and enlargements, responding and evaluating  

 An understanding of what is commonly known as the formal elements in photography/art 

 Technical control of a DSLR  

 Digital Editing and manipulation  

 Contextual analysis of the work of others and their own work 
 Presenting evidence for assessment 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Students at A level are constantly being assessed, with one to one conversation taking place 
lesson by lesson on going tasks and portfolio evidence. Conversations can be summarised 
by either the student and/or the teacher and recorded in a student handbook provided from 
the start of their course. The handbook contains pages dedicated to a weekly dialogue as 
regards assessment decisions, independent study, prep and whatever supports the ongoing 
progress of the students’ portfolio of work. 

 At the end of a three weekly cycle a body of tasks and work produced will receive a general 
overview comment and suggestions of areas for improvement. Every six weeks a suggested 
grade based upon the quality of this portfolio evidence will be highlighted. 

 Once a unit comes to a conclusion the portfolio as a whole will be marked in line with the 
exam board grade boundaries and feedback presented to the students 

 



 Each task and as a whole portfolio we will expect to see practical evidence that cover four 
assessment objectives as required by the examination board. These are as follows; 
however, will be broken down into ongoing specific assessed tasks for students; 

Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of photography and photographers (including 

analysis and literacy) 

Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and 

refine) 

Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through 

photography and manipulation) 

Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own 

photography and artwork (Final pieces) 

  

 

Supportive websites and resources 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 
 

 

The Year 12 Photography Curriculum 
‘Environment: Concepts and Creative Thinking’ 

February–May 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

In this brief we will be concentrating on reading the meanings in images (semiotics/symbolism) 
and thinking conceptually and creatively to produce original and personal outcomes. Creativity is 
really just about making new connections between existing ideas and therefore we will explore 
the history of photography and the various directions this has taken over the past 200 years or 
so of commercial use. There will be more technical skills introduced as well as analytical 
analysis when exploring and writing about the work of others and the students own work. 
1. Contextualisation the history of photography 
2. Narrative 
3. Observing the overlooked 
4. Symbolism, genre and meanings  
5. Adding text to an image to direct the interpretation 
6. Self - directed work. 
7. Evaluate  

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/


 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Analytical contextual analysis (writing and reading about photography) 

 Development of photoshop skills 

 Development of technical aspects of the camera and the photography studio 
 Adding a narrative and deeper conceptual theme/message to their own work 

 Developing a more personalised response to their own work towards a more 
personalised approach to their work (see unit 3) 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term 

 Students at A level are constantly being assessed, with one to one conversation taking place 
lesson by lesson on going tasks and portfolio evidence. Conversations can be summarised 
by either the student and/or the teacher and recorded in a student handbook provided from 
the start of their course. The handbook contains pages dedicated to a weekly dialogue as 
regards assessment decisions, independent study, prep and whatever supports the ongoing 
progress of the students’ portfolio of work. 

 At the end of a three weekly cycle a body of tasks and work produced will receive a general 
overview comment and suggestions of areas for improvement. Every six weeks a suggested 
grade based upon the quality of this portfolio evidence will be highlighted. 

 Once a unit comes to a conclusion the portfolio as a whole will be marked in line with the 
exam board grade boundaries and feedback presented to the students 

 Each task and as a whole portfolio we will expect to see practical evidence that cover four 
assessment objectives as required by the examination board. These are as follows; however 
will be broken down into ongoing specific assessed tasks for students; 

Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of photography and photographers (including 

analysis and literacy) 

Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and 

refine) 

Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through 

photography and manipulation) 

Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own 

photography and artwork (Final pieces) 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 
 

 

 

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/


The Year 12-13 Photography Curriculum 

‘Environment: You and Your environment’ 
May - January 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

As referenced above, towards the end of year 12 into the first term of year 13, students will 
develop a personal portfolio of work that explores areas of interest taken from the work of year 
12. The overarching theme of ‘A level photography ‘Environment’ will be explored however the 
student wishes to explore it. This can be conceptually or literally through their approach to 
photography. Students in all cases will have to demonstrate the four assessment objectives 
mentioned above and below through practical work and contextual studies in developing a 
theme and ideas, refining the use of photography towards a conclusion and finished outcomes. 
This portfolio of work will be supported with contextual analysis and exploration through 
research on photographers, artists and thematic exploration. This contextual exploration will also 
contribute to a 3000 word extended illustrated piece of writing worth 12% of the completed 
portfolio of work. Unit 3 ‘You and Your Environment’ will be accompanied by unit 1 and unit 2 as 
a final portfolio of work. This final portfolio will equate to 60% of the students A level grade. The 
deadline for portfolio work will be at the end of January of year 13. The focus of this final unit the 
use of the students learnt understanding and developed skills in photography, used creatively to 
create their own body of work. Evidence of the previously mentioned assessment objectives will 
have to be evidenced throughout and repeatedly within the development work and outcomes. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

All skills introduced and developed throughout year 12 will need to be presented and referenced 
throughout this unit of work. Personalised and creative endeavours throughout this portfolio will need 
to be met and exhausted through the exploration of photography and creative developments. 
Demonstrating the skill and understanding of the camera, digital manipulation and editing and how 
these skills can be used in response to the students understanding of the contextual knowledge and 
exploration of photography and art is essential throughout.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 Students at A level are constantly being assessed, with one to one conversation taking place 
lesson by lesson on going tasks and portfolio evidence. Conversations can be summarised 
by either the student and/or the teacher and recorded in a student handbook provided from 
the start of their course. The handbook contains pages dedicated to a weekly dialogue as 
regards assessment decisions, independent study, prep and whatever supports the ongoing 
progress of the students’ portfolio of work. 

 At the end of a three weekly cycle a body of tasks and work produced will receive a general 
overview comment and suggestions of areas for improvement. Every six weeks a suggested 
grade based upon the quality of this portfolio evidence will be highlighted. 

 Once a unit comes to a conclusion the portfolio as a whole will be marked in line with the 
exam board grade boundaries and feedback presented to the students 

 Each task and as a whole portfolio we will expect to see practical evidence that cover four 
assessment objectives as required by the examination board. These are as follows; however 
will be broken down into ongoing specific assessed tasks for students; 

 



Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of photography and photographers (including 

analysis and literacy) 

Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and 

refine) 

Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through 

photography and manipulation) 

Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own 

photography and artwork (Final pieces) 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 
 

      The Year 13 Photography Curriculum 
Externally Set Assignment 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

February the 1st of year 13 sees the launch of the exam board ESA (externally set assignment). 
This equates to 40% of the overall A level result and is marked as a separate component to the 
portfolio (commonly known as their component 1/coursework). Although known as the ‘art exam’ 
this is a separate unit of work instigated by the exam board over a controlled period of time, 
culminating in a 15-hour period of controlled assessment where outcomes will be completed and 
this separate portfolio of work will be completed. All assessment objectives previously 
mentioned above (and below) will need to have been met through practical exploration, 
presented clearly and with care on portfolio pages. Sketchbooks can be used to accompany the 
ESA as well as any work on boards, canvases or whatever else may be required, although we 
insist that A1 boards are used to present clearly assessment objective evidence. Due to shorter 
period of time to pursue the ESA preparatory studies, we have found boards completed in a 
certain order and time frame works well in achieving the best outcomes possible by students. 
Post the period of controlled assessment A level students usually are released form their school 
timetable to pursue study leave. We use this cut-off date as out ultimate deadline date for both 
component 1 (coursework) and component 2 the ESA. We always intend to exhibit outcomes 
and portfolios at an end of year show, usually hosted in July for all to see. 

 

 

 

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/


What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 Students will need to demonstrate the skills and understanding they have learnt and 
developed throughout the whole course in a new portfolio of work based upon the theme 
provided by the exam board in the ESA paper.  

 Assessment of these skills and understanding comes from evidencing the four 
assessment objectives learnt, developed and refined throughout the photography course 
(see below).  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term 

 At the end of the A level course an overall score from 90 will be awarded for coursework 
(60%) and added to a score awarded for the students externally set assignment work, this 
equates to 40% of the overall score. The score will be converted to a grade by the exam 
board in the July of year 13 and awarded in August of the same year post moderation and 
examination board standardisation.  

 The whole portfolio we will expect to see practical evidence that cover four assessment 
objectives as required by the examination board. These are as follows; 

Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of photography and photographers (including 

analysis and literacy) 

Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and 

refine) 

Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through 

photography and manipulation) 

Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own 

photography and artwork (Final pieces) 

 

How can you help? 

The key to students’ success on any A level course is the understanding and engagement of 
learners. This means that students are proactive and not passive learners, learners who are 
keen, excited to develop their knowledge and understanding of their chosen subject. In practical 
terms this means that when a task is introduced and begun the student is using their five hours 
of independent study to pursue, complete and/or refine this work. Extending this work further will 
help extend the evidence needed in assessment decisions as well as embed the students 
understanding. As much as independent study is the student’s responsibility we will direct and in 
some cases control when the students will pursue their independent work. Supporting your son 
or daughters’ approach to independent study is key to their success. Working with them on a 
study plan both for in school and out of school is advisable. 

Our art and photography students constantly engage in conversations with their teachers as 
regards the refinement of tasks and or improvement suggestions to portfolios’. We have been 
using and refining the use of a student handbook, where the management of independent study, 
one to one discussion and assessment decisions can be recorded weekly. We keep the 
handbooks in school, so they are always accessible by teaching staff and the students 
themselves, however we always suggest that the students make a record of this dialogue on a 
mobile phone or in a written diary. As a parent of an A level artist and/or photographer asking 
about this dialogue and or progress will help establish and embed this process. 

We will endeavour to provide the key materials and equipment needed for success; however, a 
number of students are keen to pursue task out of school and we offer the opportunity to borrow 
and/or purchase materials and equipment if available. Any additional materials outside of 



prescribed tasks can be sourced and sold at a reduced rate on occasions or suppliers 
suggested. 

The constant dialogue between home and school is our most valuable support and we 
constantly are developing our communication between student, teacher and home. Emailing art 
and photography teachers directly is encouraged, whilst we also use shared OneDrive folders 
and ShowMyHomework as direct line of communication. 

 

Supportive websites and resources 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 
 

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/

