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What knowledge and understanding will be gained this year? 

The course is split into two units that will be assessed by exams.  

Unit 1: French Revolution and the rule of Napoleon 1774–1815: 

Pupils will study: 

 The structure of the Ancien Régime; qualities of Louis XVI as King of France; financial problems 
and attempts by Turgot, Necker and Calonne to deal with them; the ideas of the Enlightenment and 
the impact of the American Revolution and the War of Independence; social discontents; economic 
problems from 1787; the Assembly of Notables and the political developments 1787–May 1789; 
the Estates General, events in Paris in 1789; the ‘Great Fear’; the October Days. 

 The attempts to establish a constitutional monarchy; reforms in church and state; the significance 
of riots and direct political action 1789–1792; the Jacobins; the flight to Varennes; the overthrow of 
the monarchy; the Convention and the Terror; the destruction of the Girondins; the ascendancy and 
fall of Robespierre; the establishment of the Thermidorian Regime; the constitution of the Directory. 

 The career of Bonaparte to 1799: early life and character; his military leadership and reasons for 
success to 1799 including Toulon, the Italian Campaign, Egypt, the weaknesses of the 
Thermidorian regime and the coup of Brumaire in 1799; Napoleon’s reforms as Consul, including 
the constitutional, legal, financial, educational changes; the establishment and nature of the Empire 
in France; nature of and reasons for military successes and failures after 1799: Marengo and the 
War of the Third Coalition, including the battles of Ulm and Austerlitz, Trafalgar. 

 The Continental System and the war against Britain; the war in Spain; the Russian Campaign; 
Napoleon’s rule in France after 1807; the campaigns of 1813–1815 and abdication; the Hundred 
Days; personal failings and reasons for fall. 

 
Unit 2: Stuart Britain, 1603-1714: 

Pupils will study: 

 James I and Divine Right; James I and his financial problems, inherited problems, the inadequacy 
of royal finances, James I and his extravagance, financial disputes, the Great Contract; James I 
and foreign policy, his aims and reactions to the policy in Parliament, peace with Spain (1604), 
England and the Thirty Years War, the Spanish Match.  

 The religious situation in 1603; the Anglican Church and Puritanism; the Hampton Court 
Conference (1604), the development of Arminianism, the growth of Puritan opposition; James’ 
attitude to Catholics; the Gunpowder Plot; the impact of Catholicism on policies.  

 Charles’ aims and problems in 1625; relations with Parliament and the impact of foreign policy; 
financial problems, Buckingham; the dissolution of parliament in 1629; Personal Rule and the 
reasons for embarking on Personal Rule, financial policies and the reactions to them, Laud’s 
religious policies and the reaction to them; Wentworth and the policy of Thorough in England and 
Ireland, Scotland and the Bishops’ Wars, the breakdown of Personal Rule.  

 The Short and Long Parliaments; the aims and policies of Charles and the opposition; the crises of 
1640–1642, including Pym, dismantling of prerogative government, divisions over reform of the 
Church, the impact of the Irish Rebellion, the Grand Remonstrance, the Five Members; the outbreak 
of Civil War; Royalists and Parliamentarians (strengths and weaknesses), the course and outcome 
of the First Civil War, the formation of the New Model Army, the development of neutralism. 

 

 

 



 

What skills will be acquired and developed this year? 

Unit 1: French Revolution and the rule of Napoleon 1774–1815 : 

This unit is worth 15% of the A-Level grade. Students will be expected to demonstrate an understanding 
of key historical terms and concepts relevant to the period studied. They will be expected to be able to 
recall, select and deploy appropriate knowledge and communicate this clearly and effectively.  Candidates 
will be expected to demonstrate abilities to explain, assess and analyse and to consider the relationships 
between key features and relationships of the periods that are studied. 

Unit 2: Stuart Britain, 1603-1714: 

This unit is worth 25% of the A-Level grade. Students will be expected to demonstrate an understanding 
of key historical terms and concepts relevant to the period studied. They will be expected to be able to 
recall, select and deploy appropriate knowledge and communicate this clearly and effectively.  Candidates 
will be expected to demonstrate abilities to explain, assess and analyse and to consider the relationships 
between key features and relationships of the periods that are studied. 

In the Enquiry element, the focus will be on the critical use of evidence in investigating and assessing 
historical questions, problems and issues.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this year? 

Pupils will practice timed essays to exam style questions over the year, and there will be mock exams in 
February and June. However, the actual assessment of year 12 components DOES NOT TAKE PLACE 
until the end of year 13. 

 

How can you help? 

 When students are set preparation for learning in the run up to their assessments please direct 
them to the websites outlined below to support them in their planning or research. 

 Remind your child to read through their work to check for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. 
Literacy is a fundamental aspect of all written exams, and examiners are much more vigilant about 
levelling work in line with literacy requirements. 

 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Books for French Revolution and the rule of Napoleon 1774–1815 

 The French Revolution, A Very Short Introduction by William Doyle 

 Citizens by Simon Schama 

 Class War or Culture Clash by Tim Blanning 

 The First Total War by David Bell 

 Josephine by Kate Williams 

 A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

 A Place of Greater Safety by Hilary Mantel 
 
Books for Stuart Britain, 1603-1714: 

 James I by Christopher Durston 

 The English Civil Wars, 1640-60 by Blair Worden 

 Britain, 1558-1689 by Derrick Murphy et al 

 Access to History: Stuart Britain, 1603-1714 by Angela Anderson 

 


