
 

The Year 12 English Literature Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss J Rochford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

• ‘The Turn of the Screw’ by Henry James (introductory text linked to the induction task). 
Students will develop their knowledge of the characters, themes and plot of the novella as well as 
their understanding of relevant 19th century contexts. 

• Post-2000 poetry anthology (set text). Students will develop their knowledge of key themes in 
the poems along with consolidating their knowledge of key poetic terms. 

• ‘Othello’ by William Shakespeare (set text). Students will develop their knowledge of the 
characters, themes and plot of the play as well as their understanding of key Jacobean contexts. 
They will develop their understanding of the dramatic form and their understanding of tragedy. 

• ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley (set text). Students will develop their knowledge of the 
characters, themes and plot of the novel as well as their understanding of key social, historical 
and cultural contexts of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

• The Modernist poetry anthology (set text). Students will develop their knowledge of key 
themes in the poems and their knowledge of key poetic terms. They will also learn about the key 
contexts of the Modernist era. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

• Across the Autumn term units, students will develop their analytical skills, becoming more adept 
at selecting evidence from texts precisely and judiciously in order to support their arguments. 
They will become more confident in their use of context to help support interpretations of texts. 
They will develop their skills in clear, effective communication in their written responses. 

• In addition to this, in the post-2000 poetry unit, students will develop their comparison skills and 
their ability to interpret unseen poems independently.  

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

 A comparison of an unseen poem with a named poem from the anthology collection 

 A extended essay ‘Othello’ 

 An essay on two poems from the Modernist collection   

 

How can you help? 

 Ensure that your child has the correct copies of the set texts and has read them  

 Consider purchasing study guides to accompany each of the set texts 

 Ensure that your child has an organised and quiet area at home in which he/she can work 

 Ensure that your child manages his/her time efficiently in order to complete preparation for 
learning tasks 

 Encourage your child to discuss the texts he/she is studying with you and other members of the 
family 

 Encourage your child to read widely around the texts he/she is studying 

 

Wider reading suggestions (please see KS5 handbook for more recommendations) 

 Gothic fiction – The Castle of Otranto by Horace Walpole; Dracula by Bram Stoker; Jane Eyre 
by Charlotte Bronte 

 



 Dramatic tragedy – Hamlet, King Lear by Shakespeare; The Seagull by Anton Chekhov; A Doll’s 
House by Henrik Ibsen; All My Sons by Arthur Miller; A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee 
Williams 

 Modernist texts – Three Lives by Gertrude Stein; Mrs Dalloway by Virginia Woolf; Dubliners by 
James Joyce; the poems and short stories of Katherine Mansfield 

 Poetry - Students should make regular use of the fantastic Poetry Foundation website in their 
wider reading: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/ 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/othello/ 

 http://crossref-it.info/ 

 https://www.bl.uk/works/frankenstein 

 Dedicated KS5 section of the library with critical essays and resources 

 KS5 handbook with key information and wider reading recommendations 

 

 

The Year 12 English Literature Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss J Rochford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

• The Modernist poetry anthology. Students will develop their knowledge of key themes in the 
poems and their knowledge of key poetic terms. They will also learn about the key contexts of the 
Modernist era. 

• ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood. Students will develop their knowledge of the 
characters, themes and plot of the novel as well as their understanding of key social, historical 
and cultural contexts of the 17th (Puritan) and 20th centuries, particualrly in relation to the feminist 
movement. Students will also develop their understanding of the key terms used to analyse prose 
texts. 

• Introduction to the coursework unit – wider and extended reading. Students will read a 
variety of texts and extracts to enhance their knowledge and understanding of all genres in 
preparation for their own choice of coursework texts. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

• In the study of both the prose and poetry units, students will develop their analytical skills, 
becoming more adept at selecting evidence from texts precisely and judiciously in order to 
support their arguments. They will become more confident in their use of context to help support 
interpretations of texts. They will develop their skills in clear, effective communication in their 
written responses. In the prose unit, they will also develop their comparison skills. 

• In the introduction to coursework units, students will develop independence in their research, 
wider reading and planning skills as well as developing their own personal response to the texts. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

• An extended essay comparing ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ and ‘Frankenstein’ 

• An essay on the Modernist collection considering one named poem alongside another from the 
anthology 

 

 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/othello/
http://crossref-it.info/
https://www.bl.uk/works/frankenstein


How can you help? 

 Ensure that your child has the correct copies of the set texts and has read them  

 Consider purchasing study guides to accompany each of the set texts 

 Ensure that your child has an organised and quiet area at home in which he/she can work 

 Ensure that your child manages his/her time efficiently in order to complete preparation for 
learning tasks 

 Encourage your child to discuss the texts he/she is studying with you and other members of the 
family 

 Encourage your child to read widely around the texts he/she is studying 

 

Wider reading suggestions (please see the KS5 handbook for more recommendations) 

 Dystopian fiction – 1984 by George Orwell; The War of the Worlds by Aldous Huxley; Never Let 
Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro; Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep by Philip K. Dick 

 Notable women writers – A Vindication of the Rights of Women by Mary Wollstonecraft; 
Persuasion by Jane Austen; Middlemarch by George Eliot; The Grass is Singing by Doris 
Lessing; The Bloody Chamber by Angela Carter; Beloved by Toni Morrison; Half of a Yellow Sun 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

 Other novels by Margaret Atwood – Lady Oracle; Cat’s Eye; The Blind Assassin; Alias Grace. 
Atwood also has several collections of poetry you might like to explore. 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://www.sparknotes.com/poetry/eliot/themes/ 

 https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/handmaid/ 

 Dedicated KS5 section of the library with critical essays and resources 

 KS5 handbook with key information and wider reading recommendations 

 

 

 

The Year 12 English Literature Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Miss J Rochford 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

• The Modernist poetry anthology. Students will develop their knowledge of key themes in the 
poems and their knowledge of key poetic terms. They will also learn about the key contexts of the 
Modernist era. 

• ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood. Students will develop their knowledge of the 
characters, themes and plot of the novel as well as their understanding of key social, historical 
and cultural contexts of the 17th (Puritan) and 20th centuries, particualrly in relation to the feminist 
movement. Students will also develop their understanding of the key terms used to analyse prose 
texts. 

• Revision of all poetry and prose texts. Students will revise their knowledge of characters, 
themes, ideas and contexts as well as their knowledge of key terms relating to prose and poetry 
in preparation for their summer mock exams. 

• Continuation of the coursework unit – wider and extended reading. Students will read a 
variety of texts and extracts to enhance their knowledge and understanding of all genres in 
preparation for their own choice of coursework texts. 

 

 

https://www.sparknotes.com/poetry/eliot/themes/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/handmaid/


What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

• In the study of both the prose and poetry units, students will develop their analytical skills, 
becoming more adept at selecting evidence from texts precisely and judiciously in order to 
support their arguments. They will become more confident in their use of context to help support 
interpretations of texts. They will develop their skills in clear, effective communication in their 
written responses. In the prose unit, they will also develop their comparison skills. 

• There will be an extra focus this term on exam skills: reading the question carefully, planning and 
writing concisely. 

• In the introduction to coursework units, students will develop independence in their research, 
wider reading and planning skills as well as developing their own personal response to the texts. 

 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

• Trial exams on the Unit 2 paper (Prose – ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’) and the Unit 
3 paper (Poetry – modern anthology and the Modernist collection) 

 

How can you help? 

 Ensure that your child regularly practises timed essays 

 Ensure that your child has made use of revision strategies that work for him/her e.g. creating 
quotation banks for key themes/characters/settings in each text; re-reading of the texts  

 Consider purchasing study guides to accompany each of the set texts 

 Ensure that your child has an organised and quiet area at home in which he/she can work 

 Ensure that your child manages his/her time efficiently in order to complete preparation for 
learning tasks 

 Encourage your child to discuss the texts he/she is studying with you and other members of the 
family 

 Encourage your child to read widely around the texts he/she is studying 

 

Wider reading suggestions (please see the KS5 handbook for more recommendations) 

 Great novels – Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe; Tom Jones by Henry Fielding; Bleak House 
by Charles Dickens; The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Ann Bronte; Tess of the d’Urbervilles by 
Thomas Hardy; Vanity Fair by William Thackeray; The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde; 
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemmingway; Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale 
Hurston 

 Satire – The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer; Candide by Voltaire; A Modest Proposal 
and Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift; Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen; The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain; A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole 

 Fiction from across the pond – The Portrait of a Lady by Henry James; The House of Mirth by 
Edith Wharton; the poetry of Emily Dickinson; the poems and short stories of Edgar Allan Poe; 
The Violent Bear it Away by Flannery O’Conner; The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath; Light in August by 
William Faulkner; The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald; The Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck; The Colour Purple by Alice Walker; All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 

 Post-colonial fiction – Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe; The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy; Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie; Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad; 
Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys; A Passage to India by E.M. Forster; Disgrace by J. M. 
Coetzee; One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez; A Fine Balance by 
Rohinton Mistry; Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie; Small Island by Andrea Levy; The 
Famished Road by Ben Okri 

Supportive Websites/resources 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/students.html 

 Dedicated KS5 section of the library with critical essays and resources 

 KS5 handbook with key information and wider reading recommendations 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/students.html


 


