
 

The Year 11 English Curriculum 
Autumn Term 

Curriculum Leader: Ms S Martinez 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Students will revise and develop their understanding of the terms ‘power’ and ‘conflict’ and a range of 
meanings of both of these terms. Students will also revise their knowledge of poetic techniques and 
regular and irregular poetic structures. Students will gain knowledge of the rest of their Poetry Anthology. 
Students will also revise and develop their knowledge of their Modern Prose text. Students will learn the 
format and structure of Language Paper 1 and know how to approach each exam question. Students will 
gain a comprehensive understanding of the examinations they will be sitting for their mock exams and 
the format and timing of these. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

Students will focus on developing their comprehension and language analysis skills, including: 
- Identifying and commenting on a range of poetic techniques 
- Analysing regular and irregular poetic structures 
- Exploring the connotations of key words 
- Analysing the structure, themes and motifs of a Modern Prose text 

Students will also develop their writing skills, particularly: 
- Descriptive writing skills 
- Narrative writing skills 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

- Literature Paper 2 Section B: Poetry Anthology – a 30 mark essay comparing two poems from the 
‘Power and Conflict’ Anthology 

December Trial Exams: 
- Language Paper 1 
- Literature Paper 2 

 

How can you help? 

 Check that your child understands the nature and the purpose of their Preparation for Learning tasks 
before they attempt them 

 Check their Preparation for Learning once it is completed and encourage them to correct any 
spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes 

 Encourage your child to use the online literacy games 

 Ensure that your child revises thoroughly for written assessments through active reading and 
consolidation of notes 

 Encourage your child to read a range of texts: fiction and non -fiction 

 Watch any film versions of ‘Lord of the Flies’ or ‘Animal Farm’ and discuss the different interpretations 
with your child 

 Encourage your child to make full use of the revision videos on GCSEPod 

 

Recommended reading, supportive websites and resources 

Websites: 
• www.gcsepod.com – particularly helpful for each of the Literature texts and the poetry anthology 
• www.sparknotes.com, www.litcharts.com — good resources for ‘Animal Farm’ and ‘Lord of the Flies’ 

 

http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.litcharts.com/


• https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxqncwx - BBC resources specifically for the AQA English 
Literature qualification, including poetry 
• www.chomp.chomp.com - online grammar games 
• http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy - online literacy games 
Study aids: 
The study guides produced by CGP provide extensive information and guidance for pupils. They can be 
purchased from local book stores or online. For specific recommended editions, please contact the 
English department 

Year 11 English Curriculum 
Spring Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Ms S Martinez 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Students will develop and deepen their knowledge and understanding of the characters, plot, themes and 
writer’s intentions of ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘Macbeth’ in preparation of their core exams. They will 
develop their understanding of extract questions and how these work. 

They will also develop their understanding of non-fiction texts, deepening their understanding of how 
writers create texts for specific audiences and purposes. They will understand a range of persuasive 
devices and how these are used to impact readers. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

Students will develop their resilience, and their ability to analyse challenging texts from history (Victorian 
and Jacobean eras). They will also continue to develop their language analysis skills. 

Students will develop their ability to comprehend and compare non-fiction texts: to identify audience and 
purpose, to analyse non-fiction devices, and to evaluate how language can be used to manipulate and 
convince. Students will develop their own non-fiction writing skills and be able to use these non-fiction 
devices in their own writing. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Core Exams: 
- Literature Paper 1– ‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’ extract questions 
- Language Paper 2, Non-Fiction 

 

How can you help? 

 Check that your child understands the nature and the purpose of their Preparation for Learning tasks 

 Check their Prep once it is completed and encourage them to correct any accuracy mistakes 

 Encourage your child to use the online literacy games 

 Ensure that your child revises thoroughly for written assessments through active reading and 
consolidation of notes 

 Encourage your child to read a range of texts: fiction and non -fiction. Pupils should be encouraged to 
read newspaper articles in particular 

 Watch the film versions of ‘Macbeth’ and discuss the different interpretations with your child 

 Encourage your child to make full use of the revision videos on GCSEPod 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

Websites: 
• www.gcsepod.com – particularly helpful for each of the Literature texts and the poetry anthology 

 



• www.sparknotes.com, www.litcharts.com — good resources for ‘Macbeth’ 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxqncwx - BBC resources 
• www.chomp.chomp.com - online grammar games 
• http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy - online literacy games 
Study aids: 
The study guides produced by CGP provide extensive information and guidance for pupils. They can be 
purchased from local book stores or online. For specific recommended editions, please contact the 
English department 
A good quality dictionary and thesaurus is vital 

The Year 11 English Curriculum 
Summer Term 

 

Curriculum Leader: Ms S Martinez 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

Students will consolidate their knowledge of all four Literature texts (‘Macbeth’, ‘A Christmas Carol’, 
either ‘Lord of the Flies’ (Sets 1 and 2) or ‘Animal Farm’ (Sets 3 and 4), and the Poetry Anthology). They 
will have an extensive knowledge of plot, character, theme and writer’s intentions. 

They will know the format of each exam and component, and understand how to approach each. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

Students will develop their essay writing skills, their language analysis, and their comparison skills in 
preparation for the exams. 

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

- Students will sit targeted assessments depending on their need in the run up to the formal external 
examinations 

 

How can you help? 

- Support your child in their revision for the mock exams, ensuring they know which papers they are 
sitting and the exam format for each 

- Encourage your child to revise at home and help to monitor this taking place 
- Support them in making quotation banks, sticking quotes up around the house, and through quizzing 

them  
- Time your child when they do exam practice (each section of the exams are 45 minutes long) 
- Encourage your child to read a range of texts: fiction and non -fiction. Pupils should be encouraged to 

read newspaper articles in particular 
- Encourage your child to make full use of the revision videos on GCSEPod 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

Websites: 
• www.gcsepod.com  www.sparknotes.com, www.litcharts.com 
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zxqncwx - BBC resources 
• www.chomp.chomp.com - online grammar games 
• http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy - online literacy games 
Study aids: 

 

http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.litcharts.com/
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.litcharts.com/


The study guides produced by CGP provide extensive information and guidance for pupils. They can be 
purchased from local book stores or online. For specific recommended editions, please contact the 
English department 
A good quality dictionary and thesaurus is vital 

 


