
 

The Year 10-11 Art Curriculum 

Coursework Sept of year 10 – Dec of year 11 
 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained throughout the course? 

From September of year 10 students will develop a personal portfolio based upon the theme of 
‘Identity’. Within this portfolio students will work through a series of tasks exploring skills-based 
activities, contextual research and exploration (artist research and art history), the development 
of ideas through experimenting and workshop-based activities towards independent conclusions 
as outcomes. All activities and tasks will build on the portfolio of evidence covering four required 
assessment objectives. This portfolio will be refined, built upon and developed over the space of 
a year and a half, up until the December of year 11.  
 
In the December of year 11 the students will sit a trial exam when they will produce a concluding 
final outcome(s) developed from the portfolio of evidence. This work equates to 60% of the 
students overall GCSE grade.  
 
40% of the students GCSE will be awarded for work produced from an externally set assignment 
introduced in the January of year 11. From January of year 11 the students will work through a 
series of tasks, again meeting all four assessment objectives and providing the development 
work in preparation of a period of controlled assessment in the April/May of year 11.  
 
Within the course students will develop the necessary skills and understanding of materials and 
processes visual artist use to communicate ideas, themes, and issues around both individual 
and wider sociological themes.  
 
The importance of trial and error alongside the resilience to work through problems to refine 
work is imperative and a key assessment objective (AO2). The portfolio of work develops 
students’ skills of observational drawing, the formulation of compositions taking into account 
process led work and more challenging areas of abstraction and conceptual work. Students will 
explore the skills of recording through drawing and presenting their own work, with a focus on 
reviewing, modifying and refining work as the work progresses.  
 
Tasks meet the assessment objectives of recording, developing and experimenting, artist 
research and presentations as set out by the examination board. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 The analysis and presentation of research on different artists, designers and crafts 
people 

 A series of drawings focussing on formal elements of observational recording skills both 
from primary and secondary sources 

 Use of materials, mark making and the processes used in creating the different visual 
effects and outcomes 

 Control is a key aspect of assessment; in particular how well the student control 
materials, processes to meet informed intentions 

 Producing responses in light of the developments from above 

 Presenting the preparatory work and outcome(s) as a concise portfolio of work 

 



 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

As part of your son/daughter’s studies they will have a progress tracking sheet to monitor the 
quality and progress being made throughout the course. This will highlight tasks progress in line 
with target pathways, assessed regularly during the term and a half of lessons and activities. 
The progress sheet will include targets for improvement and pathway descriptors to help 
understand the judgments on current progress; the principle being that not only do the tasks and 
activities present the foundations to the world of Art & Design but also develops the skills to 
become successful key stage 4 learner. All support sheets and assessment sheets can often be 
found on the network in the student resource area, as hard copies and attached to the 
appropriate ShowMyHomework pages. 
 
Once the portfolio comes to a conclusion it will be marked as a whole in line with the exam 
board grade boundaries  

Each task and as a whole portfolio we will expect to see practical evidence that cover four 
assessment objectives as required by the examination board.  

These are as follows; however, will be broken down into a collection of specific assessed tasks 
for students; 

Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of art and artists (including analysis and literacy) 

Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and refine) 

Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through drawing) 

Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own artwork (Final pieces) 
 

 

How can you help? 

Time is something that varies from student to student as a drawing for one particular student 
can become more time consuming than for another, however although work is set in a timely 
manner students will need to use their own time to add to, refine and complete tasks in full. 
Checking that your child understands the nature and the purpose of their independent tasks 
before they attempt them would be useful in supporting their progress. 
Checking their written prep once it is completed, encouraging them to correct any spelling, 
punctuation and grammatical mistakes and that the objectives have been met with quality work 
would support their growing portfolio of work greatly.  
 
Before any termly and half termly assessment is set, students will be encouraged to spend time 
reviewing the tasks covered. This consolidation of work and self-assessment is vital in creating a 
sense of pride in the student’s approach to their studies. 
 
Students will always have an opportunity to re-visit their work to encourage them to achieve a 
higher score towards their expected pathway. Working with them to check that they have met 
set targets can help tremendously.  
 
ShowMyHomework hosts all prep set and is where you will find useful guides and links for 
additional support material. 
 
Attending exhibitions, museums and galleries is a real advantage when students are developing 
their artist knowledge and understanding. As well as encouraging them to investigate the 
processes and techniques of established and famous artists, designers and/or crafts people. 
 

 



Recommended Reading, supportive websites and other resources  

Additional support on artist research and information can be found on gallery sites such as the 
Tate gallery website, Saatchi gallery website, National Gallery website and many additional 
established national and independent galleries. Skills based activities can also be supported 
when attending after school workshops and extra-curricular activities. There are often interesting 
programmes on artists and art movements on many of the main TV channels such as BBC Four 
and the SkyArts 1 channel. 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 

 

 

The Year 11 Art Curriculum 

Externally Set Assignment (ESA) 

 Jan of year 11 – May of year 11 
 

 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Frow 

 

What knowledge and understanding will be gained throughout the course? 

40% of the students GCSE will be awarded for work produced from an externally set assignment 
introduced in the January of year 11.  
 
From January of year 11 the students will work through a series of tasks, again meeting all four 
assessment objectives and providing the development work in preparation of a period of 
controlled assessment in the April/May of year 11.  
 
The course will conclude with a 10 hours period of controlled assessment.  
 
Within this unit students will develop the necessary skills and understanding of materials and 
processes visual artist use to communicate ideas, themes, and issues around both individual 
and wider sociological themes.  
 
The importance of trial and error alongside the resilience to work through problems to refine 
work is imperative and a key assessment objective (AO2). The portfolio of work develops 
students’ skills of observational drawing, the formulation of compositions taking into account 
process led work and more challenging areas of abstraction and conceptual work. Students will 
explore the skills of recording through drawing and presenting their own work, with a focus on 
reviewing, modifying and refining work as the work progresses.  
 

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/


 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

 The analysis and presentation of research on different artists, designers and crafts 
people 

 A series of drawings focussing on formal elements of observational recording skills both 
from primary and secondary sources 

 Use of materials, mark making and the processes used in creating the different visual 
effects and outcomes 

 Control is a key aspect of assessment; in particular how well the student control 
materials, processes to meet informed intentions 

 Producing responses in light of the developments from above 

 Presenting the preparatory work and outcome(s) as a concise portfolio of work 

 Working to a prescribed time frame and period of controlled assessment 
 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 
As part of your son/daughters studies they will have a progress tracking sheet to monitor the 
quality and progress being made throughout the course. This will highlight tasks progress in line 
with target pathways, assessed regularly during the term and a half of lessons and activities.  
 
The progress sheet will include targets for improvement and pathway descriptors to help 
understand the judgments on current progress; the principle being that not only do the tasks and 
activities present the foundations to the world of Art & Design but also develops the skills to 
become successful key stage 4 learner. All support sheets and assessment sheets can often be 
found on the network in the student resource area, as hard copies and attached to the 
appropriate ShowMyHomework pages. 
 
Once the portfolio comes to a conclusion it will be marked as a whole in line with the exam 
board grade boundaries  

Each task and as a whole portfolio we will expect to see practical evidence that cover four 
assessment objectives as required by the examination board.  

These are as follows; however, will be broken down into a collection of specific assessed tasks 
for students; 

Assessment Objective 1 - The exploration of art and artists (including analysis and literacy) 

Assessment Objective 2 – Creative exploration and refinement (review, modify and refine) 

Assessment Objective 3 – Recording and development of skills (control of skills through drawing) 

Assessment Objective 4 – Presenting work and responding to above with own artwork (Final pieces) 
 

 

How can you help? 

Time is something that varies from student to student as a drawing for one particular student 
can become more time consuming than for another, however although work is set in a timely 
manner students will need to use their own time to add to, refine and complete tasks in full. 
Checking that your child understands the nature and the purpose of their independent tasks 
before they attempt them would be useful in supporting their progress. 
Checking their written prep once it is completed, encouraging them to correct any spelling, 
punctuation and grammatical mistakes and that the objectives have been met with quality work 
would support their growing portfolio of work greatly.  
 



Before any termly and half termly assessment is set, students will be encouraged to spend time 
reviewing the tasks covered. This consolidation of work and self-assessment is vital in creating a 
sense of pride in the student’s approach to their studies. 
 
Students will always have an opportunity to re-visit their work to encourage them to achieve a 
higher score towards their expected pathway. Working with them to check that they have met 
set targets can help tremendously.  
 
ShowMyHomework hosts all prep set and is where you will find useful guides and links for 
additional support material. 
 
Attending exhibitions, museums and galleries is a real advantage when students are developing 
their artist knowledge and understanding. As well as encouraging them to investigate the 
processes and techniques of established and famous artists, designers and/or crafts people 

 

Recommended Reading, supportive websites and other resources  

Additional support on artist research and information can be found on gallery sites such as the 
Tate gallery website, Saatchi gallery website, National Gallery website and many additional 
established national and independent galleries. Skills based activities can also be supported 
when attending after school workshops and extra-curricular activities. There are often interesting 
programmes on artists and art movements on many of the main TV channels such as BBC Four 
and the SkyArts 1 channel. 

 https://photographyproject.uk 

 https://www.tate.org.uk 

 https://www.barbican.org.uk 

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

 https://whitecube.com/exhibitions 

 https://www.timeout.com/london 

 https://www.studentartguide.com 

 https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk 

 https://emptyeasel.com 

 

 

https://photographyproject.uk/
https://www.tate.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://whitecube.com/exhibitions
https://www.timeout.com/london
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://emptyeasel.com/

