
Frequently Asked Questions – Year 6 into 7 
Thank you for your responses to the year 7 survey, there were a number of common 
questions that arose of which I have tried to answer below. We are very aware that your 
end to year 6 has been disrupted and that lots of you were worried about not taking SATs. 
Our main priority is to get you used to attending school again, to make sure you have a 
smooth transition to secondary and most of all, that you are happy. Hopefully some of the 
answers to your questions will help to alleviate some of your anxieties. 
 
Will the work be too hard? 
The work will be a ‘step up’ from what you have covered in primary and we think that 
students work best if they are challenged. However, we are used to teaching year 7 students 
and ensuring that the work is at the right level. If it is too easy, your teachers can give you 
something more challenging and if it is too difficult your teachers can help and support you 
through or give you some extra resources that may help. 
 
Will there be too much homework? 
Again, you may receive more ‘prep’ as we call it than you did at primary, but we try to ease 
our year 7 students in gently but just starting off with setting prep for the ‘core’ subjects 
(English, maths and science). You will be able to organise your prep through an app called 
‘Show my Homework’ (SMHW). You are given a specific time your prep should take so even 
if it is not finished you can get your parents to sign off the work to confirm you have 
completed the allocated time and stop working.  
 
The school is so big, how will I find my way? 
We were all new to the school once (even all of your teachers!) you will have a map in your 
student planner and your teachers will help you. The other students around the school are 
very helpful too and will point you in the right direction. On your timetable you are given a 
classroom number for your lessons for example A28, C6 or B15. The first letter always 
corresponds to the block the classroom is situated in. Plus, the rest of your form will usually 
have the same lesson as you so you can all get lost or find your way together! After around 
2 or 3 weeks you will be an expert! Have a look at our virtual tour if you want a headstart: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=9KdBJMVci0s&feature=emb_logo 
 
What if I get lost and am late for a lesson, will I get a detention? 
The teachers fully understand that it may be tricky in the first couple of weeks, so nobody 
gets in trouble for being late. The teachers are very understanding as they see new year 7s 
come into the school each year. Even after then, it would not be an immediate detention for 
being late. We have a staged approach so that if it comes a persistent problem you would 
be warned first after all, punctuality is very important to be able to keep a job when you are 
older. Please take a look at our consequences ladder for more information. 
 
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/503/pastoral-information 
 
I’m worried about making friends, how will I make new ones? 
We take guidance from your primary school teachers on who you may work best with in a 
form. Remember, this may not always be your best friend, but you can meet your friends at 
breaktime and lunchtime. Moving to secondary school is always a good opportunity to make 
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new friends, at first, this maybe the other students in your form. Your form tutor and other 
teachers have lots of ‘getting to know you’ activities planned where you can start 
conversations and find out about each other. After that, you may want to sign up for as 
many extra curricular activities as possible to find other students that have the same 
interests as you. Everybody in year 7 should take part in at least one extra curricular activity. 
We would encourage you all to talk to somebody and ask how they are doing if you see 
them on their own. 
 
Will I get into trouble if I make a mistake? 
If you want to know what you will get in ‘trouble’ for, please see our consequences ladder. 
We appreciate you are still learning and will make some mistakes sometimes in terms of 
your behaviour. However, during detentions we do ask ‘what went wrong’, ‘how can we put 
this right’ and ‘what should I do differently next time’. We expect you to learn from your 
mistakes and not to repeat them.  
 
Nowhere on the ladder are there any consequences for getting a piece of work wrong, in 
fact, we encourage our students to make mistakes and ‘fail’ in their work as we find that is 
the way you learn best! Could you ride a bike straight away or did you have to fall off lots of 
times first?  
 
How will I get to school and what if I am late? 
It is best to try out your journey to school before September, you may walk, get the bus, 
come by car or cycle. If you cycle you must wear a helmet and lock your bike up at the bike 
sheds by B Block. On your first day you should come to the main hall, this is where you will 
go every Monday morning for a formal assembly. Other times you go straight to your form 
room. If you arrive late your tutor will mark you as late. If you arrive after 9am because of a 
medical appointment etc. then you should sign in at the student window in A block. As 
mentioned before, this is not an issue in the first couple of weeks but if this is persistent 
then there will be consequences involved as punctuality is a very important trait to have 
when you get a job. 
 
What if I experience bullying? 
Unfortunately, there are bullies in all walks of life, so you may experience this whilst at our 
school. A lot of you were worried about ‘older children’. Generally, you will spend most time 
with your own year group. There is a dedicated year 7 reflection area in A block and the 
courts are split into ‘upper courts’ for years 10 and 11 and ‘lower courts’ for years 7, 8 and 
9. We promote a culture of kindness at our school and you will find that most people are 
kind to you. However, it is important that you know what bullying is so that we can deal 
with it appropriately. 
 
Bullying is... repeated negative behaviour that is intended to make others feel upset, 
uncomfortable and unsafe. Bullying can be Verbal (hurtful words/offensive language) , 
Indirect (isolating someone, sharing secrets, rumours etc) Physical (kicking, punching, 
tripping, slapping etc)  
 
Bullying is not... Having an argument or falling out with a friend. Not being liked by someone 
Isolated acts of unkindness. 



What to do if you are bullied, or see someone being bullied … 
Either: 
1. Tell a member of staff who you trust. 
2. Put a message in one of our Stay-Safe Boxes (At the bottom of ACE stairs, in the Library, 
or outside B14). 
3. Send us an email on the confidential anti-bullying hotline 
(staysafe@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk). 
4. Tell an anti-bullying ambassador – See posters around school and in form rooms for who 
these are. 
It is important that you don’t ignore things or hope that they will go away, that way we can 
intervene early. 
Please see the schools anti bullying policy: 
https://monkswalksch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Anti-bullying-Policy-May-
2020-u.May-2021.pdf?t=1589283910?ts=1591091778 
 
Where can I keep my instrument? 
Musical instruments are placed in a locked cupboard. You can ask for the key at the student 
window. This can then be collected when you have your music lesson during the day or 
rehearsals after school. We can see from the survey that lots of you play instruments so 
please sign up for a music club when you can, details are here: 
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/809/music 
 
How can I get support with my anxiety or other SEND? 
With over 1350 pupils, our staff are very experienced in teaching all kinds of different 
students. We have taught hearing impaired students, blind students, students with anxiety, 
OCD, ADHD and autism just to name a few. It is our job to make you feel as comfortable as 
possible and your primary teachers have told us all about your needs. Your form tutors and 
teachers will know all of this information. However, with over 20 classes each and 30 
students in class sometimes all of this information is hard for them to remember. You can 
talk to them in class and give them a gentle reminder. Or if you are too worried you can ask 
your parents to email your form tutor for you and hopefully, they will be able to resolve any 
issues. We also have a SEND team, at first a learning support assistant will be allocated to a 
year 7 class. If you need further support, we have lots of people we work with including 
mentors, counsellors, educational psychologists and psychiatrists. Our main job is to help 
you go on to achieve what you want to when you are older. For some of you, that maybe 
aiming for the best grades, for others just being confident enough to speak up will be a big 
achievement. Most of all, we want you all to be kind. 
 
What clubs are there? 
There are lots of clubs, the extra-curricular timetable gets updated each year depending on 
what staff we have and the time of year, but you can find an example of the spring 
programme here: 
https://monkswalksch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Spring-Term-
2020.pdf?t=1578575651?ts=1591091453 
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How are classes set because of no SATS? 
Your primary school teachers have given us information about you however, we will not put 
you into sets at first. We complete our own cognitive ability tests (CATs). These are 
completed on a computer and will take place in your first couple of days. Our English and 
maths departments will then assess you themselves and put you into sets later in the 
autumn term.  
 
What if I need a drink or the toilet during the day? 
If you bring a 1 litre refillable water bottle you can fill up your water bottle at break or 
lunch. You are not allowed to do this during or in between lessons. The same for the toilets 
which are located in each block. There are also some neutral toilets in C Block. If you have a 
medical condition which means you may need to go to the toilet during lessons, please 
contact our office who will put a care plan together for you which may include a special card 
which gives you permission to go. You are allowed to drink water during lessons apart from 
those in a science lab or computer room. Of course, if you are really desperate for the toilet 
please ask your teacher who will use their discretion.  
 
Will I be allowed to use my mobile phone? 
In short, No. You should bring it with you to school, but it must stay off and in your bag or 
inside blazer pocket. Sometimes your teacher may instruct you to switch on and use your 
phone in class for a learning activity. However, if not instructed to use them in the 
classroom, mobile phones must not be seen at all, at any time (even before or after school) 
on the school grounds. If they are seen, they will be confiscated. Please see page 16 of our 
behaviour for learning policy for more information. 
 
https://monkswalksch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Behaviour-for-learning-Nov-
2020-u.2021.pdf?t=1580227763?ts=1591270875 
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