
Monk's Walk School
Year 7 Transition – from a student’s 
perspective



My personal experience

How did you feel before you first 
joined Monks Walk? 

How did you feel on your first day?

What advice would you give to a 
student joining Monk’s Walk School?

‘When I first joined I was really nervous as 
my primary school was a lot smaller. I only 
knew a few people so I was worried I would 
get lost!’

‘After my first day I was really excited. I met 
so many great teachers, made new friends 
and tried new subjects. I couldn’t wait for my 
next day.’

‘My main advice would be don’t panic. 
Everyone is really helpful and were able to 
answer any questions or worries I had.’



How should I prepare for Year 7?

• Check your map of the school. Once you have 
your timetable, you may want to highlight the 
rooms you will be going to.

• Check your bag – Have you checked that you 
have your pencil case, water bottle and PE 
Kit? You want to be ready to learn on the first 
day.

• Arrange to walk with someone. This will mean 
you could talk to your friend on the way to 
school about how you feel and reassure each 
other!

• Make sure you can put your tie on. You will 
need to be able to do this after PE so try 
before your first day.



What if I get lost?

• In a new school, it is likely you may not be able to find your 
classrooms in the first week. Especially as secondary schools are 
normally larger than primary schools.

Here are some ways you can find others to help you: 

• Look around for older students near you. The older year groups are 
always happy to help you find your room as they have all been 
through starting a new school.

• Ask teachers in nearby classrooms, they will either be able to walk 
you there (if they aren’t teaching), or get a student to take you. 

• Look at your map, look at where you are now, and try to find where 
you want to go. Follow the map and it should take you to the 
classroom. 

• Don’t panic. Your teachers will understand if you get lost, while you 
are learning the school layout

• Try and stay with one other student when you go between lessons, 
in Year 7 you will be in similar classes to your form anyway!



What should I take to school?

On the school website, 
there is a list of equipment 
you need, check that list 
the night before your first 
day. 

My top tip would be to 
bring spare equipment for 
your pencil case just in case 
you lose something!

If you can’t find the list, here is what I take every day

• A backpack is best, no handbags!

• A clear pencil case (so you can see what you are 
taking out)

• Your PE Kit – you most likely won’t have PE on 
the first day but it is always best to be prepared!

• A coat – you never know when it will rain!

• A water bottle – you can fill these up at break 
and lunchtimes around school. 



What should I have in my pencil case?



What do the different teachers do?

Form Tutor – You will see your form tutor every morning for registrations. They will give 
you important daily notices and information. They will also go through your daily 
consistencies. If you have a problem, you can always speak to them. Your parents can 
also contact your form tutor to ask any questions.

Subject teachers – At Monk’s Walk you have subject teachers for every lesson. This 
means that you will be taught by experts for your lessons. This will allow you to get the 
best from each subject.

Head of Year – Your Head of Year is responsible for ensuring high standards are upheld 
every day. They will also be able to support you with any issues you may have in school. 
They will be able to direct you to the correct person to speak to for help. Your Head of 
Year will also give weekly assemblies to your whole year group and will notify you on 
any changes or new developments. 

SLT – SLT means Senior Leadership Team, they will support you to help you getting the 
best out of Monk’s Walk. Any big problems, you can speak to SLT about as some things 
may be too big for your form tutor. You will see SLT on duties regularly. 

Headteacher – The headteacher is the most senior person in the school. You will see 
the headteacher all around the school; at assemblies, in the corridors saying hello and 
in the school canteen at lunch. The headteacher will also be present for award 
ceremonies and to give out headteacher’s commendations. 



What does my timetable look like?

Your timetable will tell you what 
subject you have, and where to go. It 
is helpful to look at your timetable the 
night before school, so you can make 
sure you pack all the books you may 
need.

Once you get your planner you will 
write your timetable inside too so you 
can always check during the day if you 
need to.



Our teachers can award us 
with MONKS character habits. 

These are for:

Motivation

Opportunities

Notable

Kind

Self-Regulated

There are so many 
opportunities for students to 
earn MONKS character habits 
and these are celebrated 
during achievement 
assemblies. 

What are MONKS and Daily Consistencies?

Each day you attend school 
you start with daily 
consistencies. 

These are: 

- Attitude to Learning

- Equipment

- Punctuality (being on time)

- Uniform

- Attendance 

These can be removed 
throughout the day as a 
consequence, so it is 
important that you are 
prepared and consistent. 



What is the behaviour policy at Monk’s Walk?

Behaviour at Monk’s Walk is good, but if we make mistakes we know what the consequences 
are. There are also more serious sanctions (C5-C8), and these even include Saturday morning 
detentions! 



What is the House system?

At Monk’s Walk we have a house system, your form will all be in the same house. 

The house system holds events, like sports day and concerts where you can perform to 
gain points for your house.

At MWS every day counts, so every day you attend school you also gain a point for your 
house. Recycling plastic bottles also gains points!  

At the end of the year the house with the most points will get a prize or a trophy. Your 
head of house will be a teacher, and sometimes there will be students running house 
events.


