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Overview of the KS3 English Curriculum

Year 7
Three English lessons a week

Taught in sets (created using SATS 
data before students arrive)

Sets are reviewed at the end of the 
first time after the arrival of CATS 

data and teacher assessments

Students cover the core skills of 
reading, writing and speaking 

throughout the year.

Year 8
Three English lessons a week

Taught in sets (these are reviewed 
and amended at the end of Year 7 

ready for September)

Students cover the core skills of 
reading, writing and speaking 

throughout the year.

Year 9
Four English lessons a week

Taught in sets (these are reviewed 
and amended at the end of Year 8 

ready for September)

Students cover the core skills of 
reading, writing and speaking 

throughout the year.

Students move onto GCSE texts (a 
few poems and Macbeth) around 
February half-term in preparation 

for GCSE study.



Feedback and Assessment at KS3

• At KS3, assessments take place on a half-termly basis at the end of each 
unit of work. This might take the form of an essay, a story, a speech and will 
relate to the skills that have been developed throughout the term.

• Based around content that has recently been taught and will be focused on 
one of the core skills of reading, writing or speaking.

• Throughout the half-term, students will receive feedback using a variety of 
different methods. Examples might include, peer feedback, yellow stickers 
from staff, sample marking, self-assessment.

• Students are assessed using our 'Key Concept and Skill sheets' which are 
available to view on our website under Subject Information.

• https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/517/subject-
information/subject/61/english-ks3

https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/517/subject-information/subject/61/english-ks3


Homework

• Students receive homework (called Prep at MWS) on a weekly basis.
• These are tasks that are designed to either embed key skills used that 

week or to prepare for learning taking place in the following week.
• Tasks may take any number of different forms, including but not 

limited to, writing paragraphs, answering questions, watching revision 
videos, or completing research.

• Tasks are set via Teams but students can access tasks on Edulink too.



Core Skills at KS3

Key Skills

• Persuasive Writing

• Creative Writing

• Analysis of 
Language/Structure

• Inference

• Links to Context

• Speaking and Listening 
Skills

• Comparison

Throughout KS3 and KS4, in English, there are three main 
strands to the curriculum: reading, writing and speaking and 
listening.
This is in line with the National Curriculum, outlined for the 
government.

Within those strands, we have identified several key skills 
that students need in order to be successful in English. These 
are listed to the right.

These skills are covered in every year group and developed 
with complexity year on year so that students feel confident 
using them by the time they reach their GCSEs.



Helping at home

Reading!
Encouraging reading independently or reading out loud to you is 
one of the best ways to improve understanding and confidence in 
English.

Talking!
We would encourage you to ask lots of questions about what they 
are studying, particularly when they are reading a novel or play. 
There are lots of studies that have shown that the more a child 
speaks about something, the more confidently they can write 
about it.

Further information can be found on our website with overviews of 
each half-term.
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/517/subject-
information/subject/61/english-ks3

https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/517/subject-information/subject/61/english-ks3


KS4 GCSE English Language and Literature

Students are all entered for 2 GCSEs at Monk's Walk School: English 
Language and English Literature.

The students follow the AQA curriculum.

It is taught as an integrated subject, and they will have one teacher 
for both GCSEs.

They will have x4 lessons each week across Years 10 and 11.

There are no tiers of entry so whilst classes are divided into sets, 
this does not limit achievement in any way. We often have a broad 
range of grades across every set.



Language



Literature 



1 ‘Macbeth’

2 ‘Lord of the Flies’ or 

‘Animal Farm’  

3 ‘A Christmas Carol’

4 Poetry Anthology –

provided by the exam 

board

We ask students 

to purchase copies 

of their texts so 

that they can 

annotate then in 

lessons.

The Poetry 

Anthology will be 

provided for free. 



Helping at home

Reading!
Encouraging reading independently or reading out loud to you is 
one of the best ways to improve understanding and confidence in 
English. Reading their set texts at least twice is invaluable!

We would strongly advocate reading newspapers and watching the 
news too, as this really helps with students' ability to write about 
their opinion in Language Paper 2.

Revision Guides
Lots of students find purchasing a revision guide useful to work 
through at home. On the next slide there are some suggestions 
that we think would be helpful. However, we wouldn't advocate 
purchasing them all but rather focus on the weakest areas.



Revision Guides

The study guides below provide extensive information and guidance for pupils. They 
can be purchased from local book stores or online. 

• GCSE English Language AQA Exam Practice Workbook - for the Grade 9-1 Course 
(ISBN 9781782943709)

• GCSE English Shakespeare - Macbeth Revision Question Cards 
(ISBN: 9781789083453)

• Take a Look New GCSE English Shakespeare Text Guide - Macbeth includes Online 
Edition & Quizzes (ISBN: 9781841461168)

• CGP New GCSE English Text Guide - Animal Farm includes Online Edition & Quizzes 
(ISBN 9781847626677)

• CGP New GCSE English Text Guide - A Christmas Carol (ISBN 9781782943099)
• CGP GCSE English - A Christmas Carol Revision Question Cards (ISBN 

9781789083484)
• CGP New GCSE English Text Guide - Lord of the Flies includes Online Edition & 

Quizzes (ISBN 9781847620224)



Revision Websites

• www.gcsepod.com – particularly helpful for 

each of the Literature texts and the poetry 

anthology

• www.sparknotes.com, www.litcharts.com —

good resources for ‘Animal Farm’ and ‘Lord of the 

Flies’

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/examspecs/zx

qncwx - BBC resources specifically for the AQA 

English Literature qualification, including poetry

• www.chomp.chomp.com - online grammar 

games

• http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/interacti

ve/literacy - online literacy games

http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.litcharts.com/
http://www.chomp.chomp.com/
http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy


KS5 Options

Here at MWS we offer two A-Level options within the 
department: Media Studies and English Literature. Lessons are 
all taught at MWS with x4 hours each week. The courses are 
taught by x2 teachers.

Further details can be found on the school website:
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/517/subject-
information/subject/60/english-and-media-studies

Or there are helpful introductory videos:
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/1242/sixth-form-
subject-videos

https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/517/subject-information/subject/60/english-and-media-studies
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/1242/sixth-form-subject-videos


Questions?

Any questions?


