
Summer School Report 2022 – Monk’s Walk School 

A 3-day summer school programme was delivered from Monday the 22nd to Wednesday 24th 

of August 2022. We invited selected year 6 students for a transition and enrichment 

experience. 

The aim of the summer school programme was to provide the children with a positive and 

enriching transition experience so that they felt more comfortable and confident in joining 

secondary school. The activities planned helped the students to become familiar with the 

school, meet other children, experience what learning will be like in secondary school, meet 

and work with key staff and create a sense of enthusiasm and excitement for the next phase 

of their education. Lessons were creative, interactive and engaging, and gave the students a 

flavour of the ‘Year of Adventure’ that is a key feature of our Year 7 curriculum. For more 

specific details of the summer school curriculum see below. 

Year 6 students were invited based on a number of criteria; 

- Pupil premium 

- SEND / EHCP 

- Recommendations from Primary Schools 

- Number of children coming from feeder school 

- Attendance concerns raised by primary school 

- Students known to have social workers/known to Children’s Services 

Attendance: 

Monday 22 Aug Tuesday 23 Aug Wednesday 24 Aug 

39 38 37 

 

• 35 students attended all three days 

• 2 students attended two days 

• 5 students attended one day 

• 3 students did not attend 

Year 6 Summer School Curriculum 
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 To begin our summer school, we invited all the students into the main school hall 

for an opening assembly led by the Head of Year. The aim of the assembly was to 
settle any nerves the students may have and to introduce them to the plan for the 
week. We attempted to create a warm, welcoming atmosphere where students felt 
safe and excited about the activities planned. It also gave us the opportunity to 
introduce the students to our school ethos, culture and values, and to ensure they 
were well prepared for the information the whole year group will receive at the start 
of term.  
Students then had a tutorial period which included a school tour treasure hunt 
activity. Once complete, we had some team building and ice breaker games to 
ensure they felt comfortable before moving into lesson activities.  
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 The Y6 session for maths was based on team building maths activities; we started 

with a maths race where students were presented with a maths problem that 
needed to be completed as a team, and when they got to the correct solution, they 
were given the next problem to solve. The winning team solved the most problems. 
The second activity was to design the strongest bridge using only paper and 
Sellotape. The bridges were tested using weights. 



P
h

y
s
ic

a
l 

E
d

u
c
a

ti
o
n
 The aim was to build communication, leadership skills and cooperation and to also 

become familiar with how PE works at Monk’s Walk. For all of the activities we 
completed basic skill drills such as passing and dribbling and then went into game 
situations. We did this primarily through hockey and football. 
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 We focused on algorithmic thinking - how to think like a computer. We used 

Scratch to program some games. There is a focus on programming using Scratch 
in Year 7. In the second session, we programmed Microbits, making them say print 
messages. We then adapted this code, to control robotic cars. The students 
programmed the cars to display LED light patterns and then programmed the cars 
to follow a list of instructions to drive around the room.  
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 In MFL we focused on why studying languages is so important and then set up 

their time learning Spanish by looking at key pronunciation rules with a focus on 
Spanish cities. We reviewed one of the most common verbs to discuss where key 
cultural locations are in Spain and the Hispanic world. We then focused on the year 
of adventure by allowing the pupils to go on a virtual adventure of a Spanish-
speaking city and research the key landmarks in each city. Our aim was to make 
pupils confident speaking Spanish from day one and inspire a love of Hispanic 
culture.  
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  In Geography we focused on some key concepts the students will come across in 

their Year of Adventure at MWS. Firstly, the students were introduced to the 
concept of place. We discussed what place meant and looked in detail at Welwyn 
Garden City as a place. Students were given an OS map of Welwyn Garden City 
and located special places to them in their local area. Students were then set an 
orienteering task around the school. Students used a school map to locate the 
different places around the school, at each place (checkpoint) there was a 
geographical question.  This developed the pupil's sense of place in school as well 
as mapping skills.  
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 We focused on key literacy skills such as grammar and punctuation. We took trips 

to the library to ensure all students were able to find a text they would enjoy to 
read. Finally, we learnt and revised information which was key to the first unit 
studied in English lessons. Our aim was to generate confidence in English lessons 
in a secondary school; to consolidate our existing knowledge before moving 
forward in our learning. 
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 In DT we focused on some key practical skills which enabled all students to design 
and make a piece of bunting based on Textiles materials. We introduced students 
to some techniques that they will be using across Key Stage 3 so that they are 
more familiar with the materials and equipment they might be using in their 
lessons. Our aim was to generate enthusiasm for DT lessons at Monks Walk, and 
to build confidence when working independently. 
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 In Art we explored our creativity by designing and modelling a paper aeroplane. 
Pupils work collaboratively to create a design using different shapes, colour and 
typography. There were additional options to embellish the plane with coloured 
paper. Once complete, pupils arranged themselves on the school field and flew 
their planes. We had 3 trial runs then a competition, the winner received a prize. 
Students thoroughly enjoyed this, and their confidence boomed when designing 
their planes and discussing these designs in groups 

 

 

 

 

 



Comments from children: 

“Summer school was a really great experience. It helped me gain confidence and learn more 

about the school. I was a little nervous before as I was the only person coming to Monk’s 

Walk from my primary school ” LH Yr 7 

“It was one of the best school experiences I have had in my life. The lessons were really 

enjoyable. The teachers made the lessons fun and interesting. It was also good meet and 

get to know other children and my new teachers” SW Yr 7 

 

Comments/emails received from Parents: 

"I just wanted to thank you and the rest of the staff at Monk’s Walk for providing 
the summer school for the children my daughter has really enjoyed it and has made her 
really excited to start school next week you have all given them a fantastic start"  
 
“Thank you so much for giving up your holidays to provide such a valuable experience for 
the year 6 children. My son has really enjoyed this week and said the lessons were fun! He 
is feeling much more confident about starting next week, so thank you!!”  
 
"I just wanted to say a big thank you to you and all that have organised this 
week's Summer School. My daughter has really enjoyed it and found it very beneficial"  
 
 

Total cost of the Summer School 

Premises £955.80 

Catering; food and refreshments £750.00 

Staffing; Teachers, LSA, SLT, first aid, DSL, admin support £7,507.20 

Total £9,213.00 

 


