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Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to this latest edition of the school’s newsletter.  I hope you will enjoy reading about 

the activities that go on in school. 

Firstly, a few major thank you’s from me.   

You will be aware that we introduced a new policy on mobile phone usage after the  

Christmas break.  The vast majority of our students have adhered to the policy.  As a result, 

we have noticed a couple of things; firstly, students are getting to lessons speedily, secondly 

we are seeing lots of conversations happening between students at break and lunchtimes.  

Some staff tell me they think the students are smiling more! I would like to thank all parents 

and carers who have supported us with this policy – without you; this would not have been 

quite so successful. You may have heard in the press about government advice on mobile 

phone usage at home – I guess that is worth considering.  

 

Thank you also to those who have donated to the fund to provide furniture for our new block.  

The DfE fund the building but not the furniture.  Some of our current furniture can be  

transferred but it seems a shame to put old furniture into a brand new building, hence the 

appeal for funds.  We have already raised just over £2,000 so far, which will pay for chairs 

and tables for one classroom.  The building work starts at the back end of July and will be 

completed next year.  Once again, thank you so much for those of you who have donated so 

far, particularly to one individual who gave £1,000. 

 

We will be launching a second appeal for the foodbank in time for the March Academic  

Review Day.  We intend trying to do this in advance of the Christmas and Easter holidays, 

which ties in nicely with our ARD.  The holidays are often times when some parents struggle 

to feed their families. Thank you to those who donated last time, enabling us to make a  

significant contribution to the bank.  

I sent out the outcomes of the parent survey last month – I hope you have had a chance to 

look at that document.  If not it is available on our website under parents/communication. 

Thank you to those of you who responded to that questionnaire.  

Lastly, you may have noticed the sign outside the school, advertising the PTFA quiz on 2 

March.  Members of the PTFA work really hard to raise funds for the school and I am sure 

would love you to join us on that evening.  Further details are available from 

ptfa@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:ptfa@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
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Erin Turnbull, Jessica Grizenkova and Ella Johnson – Year 7 
Mrs Kirk recommended Erin, Jessica and Ella for a Headteacher’s Commendation for  
excellent work done on their RE prep.  The students were asked to create a bedroom for the 
Guru Granth Sahib, demonstrating what they needed to do to show respect to this book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 



 

 

 Charity 

  
Thank you to all who gave to the Poppy Appeal last term to raise a total of £121.76 



 

 

 Charity Cont’d.. 

Cheyenne Nash year 9 

When Cheyenne’s Auntie was recently diagnosed with Cancer Cheyenne felt she wanted to 

help the community so decided to donate some of her hair to charity. On Thursday 24
th
  

January, Cheyenne bravely allowed 20 cm of her long hair to be cut and used for wigs for 

people with Cancer. Cheyenne says although it was hard she made the right decision. 
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 House News  

  
Winners of the live bake off 
The winners of last term’s live bake off were: 
  
1st Place - Archie Griffiths – year 8 
2

nd
 Place - Chloe Palmer – year 8 

3rd Place - Annabel Lakin – year 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 House News  Cont’d.. 

 
 
 
 

Great performance from:  

Thomas Gloyn-Durrell House, James Maskery-Carson House, Henry Castle-Owen-Carson 
House, Keiran Lovett-Durrell House, Harry Eve-Bell House, Jack Jarvis-Kroto House,  
Leo Barritt-Kroto House 
 
Congratulations to all. 

Mrs N Sharma  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 House News  Cont’d... 

 
 



 

 

 House News  Cont’d... 

 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Work Experience 

 Work Experience Year 10  

Introduction  

The year 10 students are all expected to undertake a week of work experience in the penultimate 

week of the summer term.  

This is a significant event in their education at Monk’s Walk and gives all of the students the 

chance to experience 5 days in the world of work. The primary objective of the week is for the 

students to go to experience a place of work. While some students will have an idea of a career 

path that they would like to pursue, it is not always possible to obtain a placement in their chosen 

field. There are many interesting and exciting opportunities through the school work experience 

programme and it is an excellent opportunity for students to gain an experience in something that 

they had not originally viewed as a possible career.  

Link to work experience website hcc.learnaboutwork.net 

Preparation  

The process for work experience involves significant preparation.  The primary concern for all 

placements is the safety of the student. Extensive checks are performed in advance of the  

student going to the organisation for their work experience. The checks consider the safety of the 

working environment, ensuring that there is suitable supervision of the student in the work place 

and making sure that the employers have the necessary insurance cover.  

 

Whilst a significant number of work opportunities are sourced by YC Hertfordshire, many  

students will seek their own placements privately. The private placement option requires the  

student to identify and contact an employer in order to arrange their own placement.  If this  

option is considered the student is encouraged to contact the employer well in advance of the 

placement week. This is important as the private placement requires the same checks regarding 

safety and safeguarding prior to the student going out on the placement. 

 

Each student will be equipped with their own work experience diary in which they can record 

what activities they have done and also reflect on their new experiences as they progress over 

each day.  

 

Post Work Experience  

When the students return to school after their work experience they are given the time to reflect 

on what they have learned and what skills are important in the workplace. The work experience 

diaries are completed and then used as a source to develop the student’s curriculum vitae at the 

start of year 11 as part of the PSCHE programme.  

Mr G Moore 

Careers Leader Monk’s walk School  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 Recycling 

 

 

With all the recent publicity around plastics in the natural environment, the school has 
taken the decision to place a reverse vending machine on site.  This machine will take  
plastic bottles and compress them ready for collection by an outside company. 
 
School site supervisor Mr Page worked tirelessly to research, approach companies and 
gain the right machine to meet the school’s needs.  Expected to arrive for testing this 
month, this reverse vending machine will be one of two currently used in schools in Great  
Britain. 
 
"We have a lot to thank Mr Page for," said Mr Singler at the school's weekly Recycling 
Committee meeting.  "He has taken it upon himself to help the school recycle plastics 
better.  This is a massive step forward in the fight against plastic waste and the damage 
it does to the natural environment." 
 
The news of the arrival of the reverse vending machine comes one year after the launch 
of the MWS Recycling Committee and their campaign to improve how the school deals 
with waste.    
 

Reverse vending machine to come to Monks Walk school 



 

 

 English 

 Miss Chilton's year 7 English class have been creating some poetry based around the theme of 
London. Students undertook independent research and used pictures to create effective imagery 
of the capital city. We also studied some famous poems about London by Blake and Wordsworth 
as inspiration. Students set their own targets and criteria for success in their final piece. Here are 
a selection of Miss Chilton's favourites and some which achieved 'outstanding progress'! Well 
done! 

London: Good or Bad? 

If I wandered through every stunning street, 

There’d be vast amounts of faces I’d meet, 

Sirens, shrieks, shouts, there’s more, 

Raging, rushing commuters galore! 

 

Loudly, the wind slaps against the Big Ben, 

Gracefully, the sun smiles on the strike of ten, 

There’s music dancing, booming on full, 

Will nobody care about buskers at all? 

 

Spectacular skyscrapers tower over the place, 

Tourist attractions to brighten any face, 

Pigeons flying at the speed of light, 

Whilst all the people stare in fright… 

 

Smells of restaurants at dinner and yet, 

The days fly by like a speedy jet, 

But now there’s silence and it is black, 

The sparkling stars will go and come back. 

 

If I wandered through every stunning street, 

There’d be many smells and tastes I’d meet, 

London is lovely, oh I’m glad… 

     Siena-Maria Dixon year 7 

 

 



 

 

 English Cont’d.. 

 The World’s Most Wonderful City 

 

London is the world’s best place, 

Landmarks, atmosphere, and the boat race, 

Families travelling for amazing days out, 

And, don’t forget all the joyful shouts! 

 

 

Colossal Big Ben watches, and beams down on all, 

But nobody else seems to want to play any ball, 

Car horns sing as workers jammed in a maze, 

Drivers are ballistic as the lights are in a daze! 

 

 

Coldness arrives and scatters gloom on everyone, 

Light frost crunches as businesses not having fun, 

Diverted routes are go as the Embankment bridge is blocked, 

Surprisingly, schools are open, and the government are mocked! 

 

 

Springtime hits the city and townspeople are chilled out, 

Attractions bustling once again; that’s without a doubt, 

Chatter fills Heathrow as holidays starting now, 

The amazing capital of England… no words, just – simply – wow!!! 

 
        Hudah Ashraf year 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 English Cont’d... 

 What happened London? 

Fires in flats. 

Terrorist attacks. 

Trains for miles. 

No one smiles. 

 

Servants to a phone, 

Killers carry them home. 

Sugar coated mess, 

A city in distress. 

 

The only ones aware, 

Seem not to be there. 

They see the real London, 

Crying; weeping, abundant. 

 

Mother earth is wailing, 

The planet is failing. 

Metal monsters and plastic fish, 

Endangered species made a dish. 

 

This is London city, 

Really it’s not pretty. 

Is this your city? 

Or do you feel pity? 

        Aoibheann Gallagher year 7 



 

 

 English Cont’d…. 

 London 

 

Good ol’ London 

With its clean, green parks 

Crammed with wildlife and 

 Overflowing with people… 

 

Step out onto the musty, grey streets, 

A whole new world. Cobbled streets and  

Ragged houses, unwelcoming doors with straggly people. 

Disease and death floats through the air  

While peasants sit down in a creaky, old chair. 

 

Big grand mansions all around; 

Gleaming white like sparkly sand. 

Lush parks and crystal clear streams. 

Bakeries and jewellers lining the street. 

 

Black, black water stretching out ahead, 

The air filled with the smell of bread. 

Everything looks dead 

And no one has been fed. 

 

A bright union flag gleaming blue 

Still dripping with mornin’ dew. 

Everything looks brand new. 

A massive crew 

Of sailors dock and walk through 

  Good ol’ London    

                                                                                                              Evangeline Cuthbert year 7 



 

 

 Maths 

 STEM Trip 

There was a STEM trip to Sherrardswood School on the 9th January. Monks Walk School took 

two teams of five pupils from year 8. The following is an account of the day: 

“Once we arrived at the STEM challenge day we were given our design brief, which was to build 

something that would help the James Webb Space Telescope. We were told that this could be 

something to help at and stage, the design, the build, the transportation, the launch and so on. 

We were also given a budget for the project and told that it had to contain one electrical circuit. 

We started by planning and designing our idea, my group decided to improve the function of the 

telescope once in space. We built a rotating platform controlled by a button; it was attached to a 

buzzer, which used a light detector resistor. This meant that when the sensor detected light, it 

would buzz and we would know which direction to point the telescope.  

Once our design was completed, we then had to produce a working model of our idea. There 

was a ‘shop’ in the room with all different things that we may need and we had to use our budget 

to ensure we could build the model without going over.  

Our final task was to present our model to the leader and all of the other groups. We were scored 

on many areas of the day and overall we came 2nd, losing by only 1 point to Sherradswood 

School!” 

Miss C Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Music 

 School Funding Crisis 

The well-publicised national education funding crisis and ways to protect the provision of  
education and services this school offers,  is something that takes a good deal of senior 
leaders time.  We are duty bound to set a balanced budget each year making the necessary 
spending cuts to ensure that this happens.   
 
With ever decreasing funds, we now have to look very carefully at how we spend every  
penny for each school year.  Unlike many schools, we have been lucky enough, up to now, 
to be able to protect the free 20-minute lesson offered to GCSE and A Level music students 
at a cost of £155.00 per term for each student. 
 
Providing this free 20 minute lesson for all students is currently costing the school circa. 
£53,500 each year, this is the equivalent of an experienced teacher in a classroom for 5 
days per week. 
 
It is with sadness that with effect from April 2019 we will be asking parents of students  
studying music to make a voluntary contribution to help cover these costs.  I hope that we 
will be able to depend on your support in helping the school meet its obligation to set a  
balanced budget. 
 

Mrs T Smith 

Business Manager 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Music Clubs! 
 
Now that we have settled into the Spring Term, we would like to quickly remind everyone of 
the music clubs pupils are encouraged to attend. Our clubs run either at lunchtime or after 
school - see the attached poster of what we have to offer. 
 
We have two large choirs, which are always open to new members. No experience is  
necessary. Our senior choir has won the last two Welwyn & Hatfield choir competitions and 
we would really like to see it grow! 
 
Year 10 and Year 11 Music Students: 
 
We have seen a direct connection between pupils who involve themselves into  
extra-curricular and pupils who achieve above their target grade. Consequently, Year 10 
and 11 music students should all be attending a music club of their choice. Please speak to 
your son/daughter to find out, which they will be attending. At the start of the academic year, 
we sent out letters about attending a club, but we have recently seen pupil attendance 
drop - please encourage your child to speak to us if they have any concerns. Otherwise, we 
look forward to seeing them back making music! 
 
Mr A Flowers 
 



 

 

 Music cont’d.. 

 SCHOOLS WILL ROCK YOU! 

We are delighted to announce the following students who secured main roles in this year’s musical: 

Lead Roles: 

Pop – Toby Macdonald 10H 

Scaramouche – Aileen Wilson 12F and Ella Brown 11G 

Britney – Chloe Burog 9J 

Meat – Maisie Johnson 11G 

Killer Queen – Lucy Portalski 12F 

Galileo - Che Arno 10H 

Khashoggi - Lloyd Evans 10H 

Rock Choir: 

Ellen Currie 12F 

Sophie Sharp 10H 

Jasmine Wood 12F 

Emily Brett 9J 

Christopher Wadey 12F 

Supporting Roles: 

Dance Captain - Ellen Currie 12F 

Paul McCartney – Sophie Sharp 10H 

Big Macca – Jasmine Wood 12F 

Rebel Leader – Emily Brett 9J 

Well done to everyone who auditioned. There were so many amazing performances! Everyone who auditioned 
has got a part in the musical as a chorus member! It is really important for us to have a strong chorus, many of 
you who auditioned for a lead role will have a main part in leading the chorus. The chorus songs in the musical 
are big and important! We are sure you will secure leading roles as you continue with your performing at MWS! 

REHEARSALS ARE CURRENTLY EVERY WEDNESDAY (3:20-5:00) IN THE DRAMA STUDIO OR MUSIC 
ROOMS AND ALL WOULD BENEFIT FROM ALSO ATTENDING CHOIR AFTERSCHOOL ON  

THURSDAYS IN A51 
Well done to everyone for turning up each week so far, you have been very professional and the rehearsals are 
looking AMAZING already!!! 

Cast and crew: IMPORTANT dates for your diaries: 

Run up to the show ma-
jor rehearsals: 
 
 

 

Saturday 8th June 10-4pm 
Saturday 15th June 10-4pm 
Sunday 16th June 10-4pm 

Sunday 23rd June 10-4pm 

Band Call rehearsal - A51 
Band Call rehearsal - A51 
Full cast rehearsal - Drama studio 
Technical rehearsal - Drama studio 

Show week info: Monday 24th June 
Tuesday 25th June 
 
 
Wednesday 26th June 

Thursday 27th June 

Dress rehearsal 1 
Dress rehearsal 2 (am)  
Matinee to primary schools (12:45pm) 
Show 7pm 
Show 7pm 
Show 7pm 



 

 

 Music cont’d... 

 Parents/Carers- the musical NEEDS YOU! 

 

We gratefully appreciate any donations to our costume and prop department: 

Futuristic themed clothing 

White/silver clothing and materials 

Steam Punk themed clothing 

Leather jackets/trousers/waistcoats/skirts 

Glitter dresses/jackets 

Brightly coloured tutus and tights 

Glam Rock/Punk/Pop items of clothing 

Feather boas 

Ribbons and material in bright colours and patterns 

Bright make up and glitter 

Large costume jewellery 

Oversized/glam sunglasses 

Hair extensions/wigs 

Tiaras 

Large posters from gigs/bands 

Futuristic props 

‘London’ themed items or memorabilia 

A motorcycle/Handle bars from a chopper  

Vehicle tyres 

Concert style ‘head mics’ (not working is fine) 

 

These can be brought in to main reception for the attention of Miss Chilton. Unfortunately we may not be able to 
return all items.  

Please speak to Miss Chilton should you wish to be involved in the BACKSTAGE CREW! 



 

 

 Music cont’d…. 

  



 

 

 Music cont’d….. 

  



 

 

 Music cont’d…... 

  



 

 

 Sports News 

 
Tap event 

On Friday the 8
th
 February, 60 selected students from local primary schools were invited to  

attend a multi-sports afternoon at gosling sports hall. The event was run by sports leaders 
from Monks Walk and Stanborough. The 
event saw children take part in 5 different 
activities, indoor curling, archery, shorts 
tennis, badminton and obstacle relays. The 
joint venture funded by the sports  
partnership and Welwyn Hatfield council 
creates new opportunities for students who 
rarely participate or engage in sports, giving 
them the chance to learn new skills and mix 
in with students from other schools working 
in teams. Each event had their own  
competition for a top performer or highest 
scorer. Each winner received a certificate 
congratulating them on their hard work at 
that station.  
 

The leaders representing Monks Walk School, Ollie 

Blagden, Lloyd Evans and Francesca Mellor, are all 

completing their level one sports leaders course and 

have now helped run indoor athletics and multi-sport 

events. They are all very keen and enthusiastic about 

their stations. They are great sports leaders and efficient 

while out at events.  

 



 

 

 Sports News Cont’d.. 

 Visit to Tottenham Hotspur’s Training Ground 
 
On the 14th Feb, girls from the football team in year 7-9 went to Tottenham Hotspur’s training 
ground to be trained by some of the u21 players. We had lots of fun, when we got there we 
split into 2 teams and did shooting, dribbling and played some matches. The coaches were 
very kind and they were really funny. It was a life experience.  

 

Reported by: Emily Daniel, Amelie Frizelle, Mia Seymour and Lottie Taylor. 
 
 



 

 

  

K Year students 

Miss Chilton would like to praise and commend the following students for winning multiple 
awards in our achievement assembly. The theme was 'positive attitude' to learning and 
these students certainly demonstrate this! Well done to them and all the award winners. 
The next achievement assembly is on most improved so there is lots of opportunity for  
others to win! 
 
Alfie Pickley 
Adam Jones 
Jonathan Stables 
Zach Buhagiar 
Ellie Mattick 
Louise Nicholson 
Michaela Maboreke 
Millie Jackson 
Emma Read 
 
Thank you also to the dedication of the school council for presenting in assembly and our 
students who performed a show and tell of their extra-curricular involvement:  
Libby Howard, Tia Malone and James Maskrey on their cadet awards, Darien Facey on 
his Macbeth charity performance, Leo Roche on is West End starring role and Ellie Griffin, 
Autumn-Rose Elliott and Madison Cook on their drama productions! 
 
 
Miss H Chilton 
Head of K Year (8) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

J Year students 

 

Scholars programme 

On 25
th
 January 12 students in Year 9 (including me), went on a trip to the St Catharine’s 

College at the University of Cambridge. During this trip, we had a tour of the college;  

introduced to our PhD tutor for our Brilliant Club project and had a session about study 

skills etc. St Catharine’s has had a lot of accommodation, two libraries, a food hall and 

plenty of places to study and relax. Without our tour guide, we could have easily lost our 

way! 

We were separated into two groups – group A and group B (I am in-group B). After that, 

we met our PhD tutor, Beverley, who was nice. She helped us a lot with the project. We 

are learning about microbes and whether they benefit humans and animals or whether 

they actually cause more harm. Personally, I believe microbes benefit humans and  

animals more because many microbes actually help us with vital functions, like the  

digestive tract. In a few months, we will be writing a 2,500-word essay about this topic, 

which will be marked and graded. 

I liked many parts of the day, but one of my favourite moments was actually looking 

through the library and accommodation because the library had thousands of books 

(mostly about the topics I love) and the accommodation was huge and apparently very  

affordable! 

I am excited to do the Brilliant Club project, and I am glad to of been given the opportunity 

to do it. 

Honey Timms – year 9 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Year 9 Immunisations 

In line with the national immunisation programme all children in year 9 are offered  

immunisation boosters against Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio and Meningococcal ACWY. 

 

You can access the NHS letter through the school website Parents/Communication/Letters 

home/J year - to give your electronic consent. 

The electronic consent form will close at 10pm on 28 February 2019. 

Please contact the immunisation team on 01582 711581 if you have any concerns or 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

        



 

 

  

Sixth Form 

E Year 

Our year 13 EPQ results arrived in mid-January and we are very happy to announce that 
all 9 students received A or A* results. Many of these students have now won lower  
university offers as a result! We are very proud of these results and delighted the students' 
hard work has been so fruitful. Thank you to all parents and teachers who attended the 
lectures evening and we hope for more of the same next year! 
 
Mr Haseler and Mr Brandon 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Rob Marshall Media Studies Award recently was awarded to Matthew Horwood 

Matthew was one of our most hard working media studies students over the two-year 
course. He showed dedication and commitment to his studies and most  
importantly took on feedback from teachers and acted upon it efficiently and effectively.  
 
Matthew was a pleasure to teach and have in the class, always with great attitude and  
positive outlook in every lesson. In terms of progress, he excelled and exceeded all  
expectations regarding formal examination results, as well as with the coursework unit, 
achieving a well-earned Grade. The coursework in particular took an interesting,  
insightful and engaging approach to the issues of WikiLeaks and cyber security.  
 
This was completed with an extensively researched 2,000 word critical investigation  
alongside against the scandal. Miss Chilton and Miss Wahl thoroughly enjoyed teaching 
this student and we wish him well in his future pathway. 



 

 

  

Sixth Form cont’d.. 

 

Trip to the Body Works Exhibition 

On the 22nd of January, the A level biology and PE department were lucky enough to visit 
the Body Works Exhibition in London. Here we saw exhibitions of real, preserved bodies 
displaying a wide variety of muscles, bones and organs. Some of these included organs in 
a display case, such as a heart in varied stages of dissection, showing all the different 
parts. Other displays were of whole bodies, like the ‘Poker playing tips’ which showed 
three men sat round a table in different poker playing positions – relaxed, defensive and 
suspicious. Each display came with a bit of information about the inspiration behind it or a 
fact about that part of the body. For example, it takes one red blood cell 20 minutes to 
travel the whole way round the body! The bodies were preserved using a technique called 
plastination, where skin and tissue is removed before all the organs, nerves and blood 
vessels underneath are preserved. Overall, it was a highly valuable day that provided 
much insight into the human body that cannot be accessed in the classroom. 
 
Charlotte Adams - year 13 



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success  

 

Show jumping champions 

Congratulations to Caitlin Wornham year 8 who finished as Herts County Champion in the 

80cm and Chloe Wornham year 13 who finished as Herts County Champion in both the 1m and 

1.10m. 

 Special thanks to Tylers Embroidery who have donated jackets and other items to the team . 



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success cont’d.. 

 
Hannah Botterman has been named amongst the Guardian's top sports prospects of 

2019. The former MWS student has had a brilliant start to her rugby career and is already 

a regular for club and country including winning the women’s six nations at the weekend 

with England scoring seven tries to beat France 41-26. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Karate 

Weldone to Zach Buhagiar—year 8 who recently took part in a Karate competition in  

Germany. Zach did not win his fight but thoroughly enjoyed being part of the team and 

competing abroad.  

 



 

 

Parent Zone 

 Parent Zone  

 
Monk’s Walk PTFA Quiz Night – Saturday 2

nd
 March 

  
Back by popular demand, the Monk’s Walk PTFA is hosting a Quiz Night on Saturday 2nd 
March with the fabulous Quiz Master David White! 
  
Tickets are £11.00 per person and includes a generous Ploughman’s supper.  
  
To book your table (max 8 people), please complete and return the booking form available 
on the Monk’s Walk school website:  http://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/parents/ptfa/
ptfa-events/ptfa-quiz-night-232019/ 
  
or email ptfa@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PARISH PANCAKES AT THE COWPER ARMS, DIGSWELL 
Shrove Tuesday (5 March 2019) 
 

The Cowper Arms is hosting an all-day pancake party in aid of the parish to support our 
work through St John's with our local schools. 
 
From 11.30am - 9.00pm the kitchen will be serving pancakes with a range of delicious  
fillings for just £1 each. 
 
The proceeds from all pancakes sold will go directly to our schools' work. 
Parents can pop in at lunchtime, staff, families and governors after school and enjoy a  
wonderful atmosphere. 
 
The Archdeacon of Hertford will also be a guest diner in the early evening. 
So make a date - pop along - and order from the Parish Pancake menu as part of your  
dining experience. 
 

Rector of Digswell: Revd Dr Rob Marshall 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We want to hear from you! 

If your son or daughter has achieved something or been recognised for their work on a 
charity/community project outside of school and you want to have this news included in the 
school newsletter we'd love to hear from you. Please 
email newsletter@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk with details and we'll look to publish it in next 
month's issue. 
————————–———-————————————————————————————-- 

Exam Timetables 

GCE and GCSE timetables are now available on the website.  

http://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/curriculum/exams-information/ 
 
 

http://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/parents/ptfa/ptfa-events/ptfa-quiz-night-232019/
http://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/parents/ptfa/ptfa-events/ptfa-quiz-night-232019/
mailto:ptfa@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
mailto:newsletter@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
http://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/curriculum/exams-information/


 

 

Parent Zone 

 Parent Zone.. 

Bullying 

Bullying is a serious matter in schools and has a lasting impact on those who experience the force of a bully. 

Many people are able to name a bully or someone they know that has been, or is being bullied.  

Bullying is an extremely sensitive issue in schools that requires care and attention when investigating and an 

open mind as to what the outcome of such an investigation might behold. As a teacher of nearly 20 years, I 

have been witness to the changing ways that children experience abuse, harassment, discrimination and prej-

udice in schools. With cyber space swamped with an increasing number of unregulated social media plat-

forms, keeping up with the variety of methods a bully might use could easily become a full time job and one 

that would almost befit the role of a police detective.  

It is often difficult to tell at first whether an accusation of bullying is simply that.  

 

So what does constitute bullying? 

Bullying is any behaviour by an individual or group that:  

 Is meant to hurt – the person or people doing the bullying know what they are doing and mean to do it. 

 Happens more than once – there will be a pattern of behaviour over time, not just a ‘one-off’ incident. 

 Involves an imbalance of power – the person being bullied will usually find it very hard to defend them-

selves.  

Bullying behaviour happens face to face and online and can include: 
 

 Being called names, being teased or made fun of 

 Being hit, pushed or kicked 

 Having your belongings taken or damaged 

 Being ignored, left out, or having rumours spread about you  

 Being humiliated 

 Receiving abusive messages or having nasty comments made about you online 

 Being targeted because of who you are or how people see you 
  
This can hurt you physically or emotionally and, although the behaviour might not be repeated, the threat or 
worry that it will happen again can be very real. 
 
Bullying can also happen because of people’s prejudices towards other people; because they are different in 
some way or are perceived to be different. But being different isn’t the problem – the problem lies in other peo-
ple’s attitude towards what makes someone different, for example; 

 race including colour, nationality, ethnic or national origin 

 religion, belief or lack of religion/belief 

 sex 

 financial circumstances 

 sexual orientation 

 disability 
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The law makes it illegal to abuse someone because of the above characteristics but also someone who does 
not have any of these characteristics, but people may assume they have, or they associate them with some-
one who does; such as a friend or family member.  This means that it is never acceptable to use homophobic, 
racist or offensive language, or make fun of anyone’s disability or their personal circumstances. 

What does not constitute bullying? 

Simply not liking someone, is not an act of bullying, however, in a culture of kindness, at Monk’s Walk 
School, we believe that you do not have to be friends to be friendly and that we should all respectfully consid-
er the thoughts and feelings of others we encounter.   

 
Arguments and disagreements. Falling out with a friend, arguing and saying something unkind, is not 
an act of bullying. Relationships often breakdown and with the support of school staff at Monk’s 
Walk, relationships can be, and often are repaired through restorative justice.   

 
What to do if I believe my child is being bullied? 

Here are 5 ways you or your child can share information about acts you believe to be bullying.  

1. Share the information with a trusted member of staff (form tutor, head of year, pastoral officer, teacher 

etc) in person, by telephone or by email. 

2. Use the stay safe boxes located around school, placing a note with detail of the bullying or just a note 

with your child’s name on so that a member of staff can then initiate contact.  

      3. Email the confidential bullying email address (staysafe@monkswalk.herts.sch)  
4. Tell a 6

th
 form wellbeing mentor who can help the young person report an incident.  

Tips for a young person to do if they think they might be being bullied? 

1. Keep a record of; 

What is happening (including what is being said) 

When it is happening 

Where it is happening 

Who is doing or saying things that hurt them 

Names of any witnesses 

 

2. Share the information immediately using any of the methods above.  

 

3. Whilst information is being gathered, keep in mind your safe space and safe people and use these  

    as much as you need to feel comfortable until a solution can be found.  

 

What action might school take towards a bully? 

Most young people who experience bullying want one main outcome, for the bullying to stop. Where possible 

and appropriate, our restorative justice approach will be used. The idea here is that the perpetrator can con-

nect with the emotional aspects of bullying experienced by the victim and allow the victim to air their wishes 

and hopes in a supported meeting. These meetings are usually very powerful and have the greatest impact.  

As a school, we will then be able to monitor the relationship through our excellent pastoral system. If things do 

not improve then we have a system of sanctions available for us to use to act as a deterrent against future 

incidents. In extreme cases, this could lead to exclusion.  

Please refer to our anti bullying policy on our school website for more detailed information.  
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Monk's Walk campaign to end 'Period poverty' 
 
 

Monk's Walk have joined up with local charities and some leading sanitary brands to try to 
offer free sanitary products for our girls. 
 
Over a woman’s lifetime, sanitary products cost more than £5000 with women spending 
around £13 every month. Many young women are unable to access or afford sanitary  
products. This can have a major impact on women’s and girls’ physical, mental wellbeing 
and confidence. It is widely reported that girls and young women are missing their  
education thereby reducing their life chances because of this. We now have a huge stock of 
sanitary products however, due to the sensitive nature of the topic; we have not had many 
students forthcoming in collecting them. 
 
Students can be given a supply of sanitary products from the school office, medical room, 
B8 or B11. Alternatively, we have set up an email address care@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk  
students can email in and the items will discreetly be delivered to them. 
 

Miss A Cook 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

  

Diary Check 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the diary dates are correct at the time of publication but are subject to change.  

 

Date Month Event 

15th February Ski visit departs to Italy 

15th February New York visit departs 

18th-22nd February Half Term 

22nd February New York visit returns 

23rd February Italy Ski visit returns 

25th February Spring Term 2 begins 

25th  February Y11 Core Exams begin 

28th February Deadline for Y9  

Immunisations electronic 

consent to NHS 

1st March Y9 Immunisations 

2nd  March PTFA Quiz Night 

7th March Y9 Immunisations 

14th March KS4 Celebration Evening 

21st March Y12 Parents Evening 4-

7.00pm 

28th March Academic Review Day 2 

4th April Academic Review Follow 

Up 

5th  April End of Term 



 

 

 Getting to know……. 

Name Mrs Janet Brouat 

Job Title Head of Physics 

Joined Monk’s Walk September 2018 

 

 

If you could live anywhere, where would it be? I’ve always loved travelling and seeing new 

places. I’ve also spent the accumulation of 

years living abroad in a previous employment. 

My favourite place though is at home with my 

family.  

What motivates you to work hard? Lots of things motivate me – 
Achieving results that make a difference to 

someone, overcoming a challenge and finding 

a solution, gaining respect from others, helping 

others to reach their goals, learning new 

What is your proudest accomplishment? The successful implementation of the software 

for the ‘Privatisation of Electricity and Gas’ na-

tional programme into customer trials. I was so 

proud of my team. I was given permission to 

bring champagne on the site to celebrate.  

What is your favourite book to read? Pride and Prejudice  

What is your favourite game or sport to watch 

and play? 

Squash – although I’ve had very little time to 

play recently with the masses of marking    

If you could only eat one meal for the rest of 

your life, what would it be? 

Fajitas with their fillings  

 If you could go back in time, what year would 

you travel to?  

Sometime between 2005 and 2010 when my 

whole family was together.  

Who would you want to play you in a movie of 

your life?  

One of my daughters.  



 

 

 
Have a go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across 
1 Disagreement (11) 
9 For ever (9) 
10 Exclamation of surprise or pain (3) 
11 Give birth (to an iceberg?) (5) 
13 More courageous (7) 
14 Hole (6) 
15 In need of slapping down? (6) 
18 Xylophone-like instrument from Africa 
(7) 
20 In accordance with the law (abbr) (5) 
21 Tough timber (3) 
22 Amount taken away (9) 
24 Ecstatic (2,5,4) 
 

Down 
2 Mineral containing valuable metal (3) 
3 Straight line just touching a curve (7) 
4 Formally expressed praise (6) 
5 Land of the lower Nile (5) 
6 Favourable — hopeful (9) 
7 Vagrant living by the sea (11) 
8 Hard middle of a red fruit (6,5) 
12 Member of a City Company (9) 
16 Seabird with a large pouched bill (7) 
17 Four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage (6) 
19 Gong (5) 
23 Electrically charged particle (3) 
 

 


