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NOVELS… 

 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy – Douglas Adams 

Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off 

the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to 

the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. 

 

Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through space aided by quotes from The Hitchhiker's 

Guide ("A towel is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker can have") and a 

galaxy-full of fellow travelers: Zaphod Beeblebrox—the two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie and totally 

out-to-lunch president of the galaxy; Trillian, Zaphod's girlfriend (formally Tricia McMillan), whom 

Arthur tried to pick up at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a paranoid, brilliant, and 

chronically depressed robot; Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student who is obsessed with the 

disappearance of all the ballpoint pens he bought over the years. 

The Martian Chronicles – Ray Bradbury 

The Martian Chronicles tells the story of humanity’s repeated attempts to colonize the red planet. The 

first men were few. Most succumbed to a disease they called the Great Loneliness when they saw their 

home planet dwindle to the size of a fist. They felt they had never been born. Those few that survived 

found no welcome on Mars. The shape-changing Martians thought they were native lunatics and duly 

locked them up. 

But more rockets arrived from Earth, and more, piercing the hallucinations projected by the Martians. 

People brought their old prejudices with them – and their desires and fantasies, tainted dreams. These 

were soon inhabited by the strange native beings, with their caged flowers and birds of flame. 

Ringworld – Larry Niven 

The artefact is a circular ribbon of matter six hundred million miles long and ninety million miles in 

radius. Pierson's puppeteers, the aliens who discovered it, are understandably wary of encountering 

the builders of such an immense structure and have assembled a team of two humans, a mad 

puppeteer and a kzin, a huge cat-like alien, to explore it. But a crash landing on the vast edifice forces 

the crew on a desperate and dangerous trek across the Ringworld. 

His Dark Materials – Philip Pulman 

These thrilling adventures tell the story of Lyra and Will—two ordinary children on a perilous journey 

through shimmering haunted otherworlds. They will meet witches and armored bears, fallen angels 

and soul-eating specters. And in the end, the fate of both the living—and the dead—will rely on them. 
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Neuromancer – William Gibson 

Case was the sharpest data thief in the Matrix, until an ex-employer crippled his nervous system. Now 

a new employer has recruited him for a last-chance run against an unthinkably powerful artificial 

intelligence. With a mirror-eyed girl street-samurai riding shotgun, he's ready for the silicon-quick, 

bleakly prophetic adventure that upped the ante on an entire genre of fiction. 

Day of the Triffids – John Wyndham 

Bill Masen, bandages over his wounded eyes, misses the most spectacular meteorite shower England 

has ever seen. Removing his bandages the next morning, he finds masses of sightless people 

wandering the city. He soon meets Josella, another lucky person who has retained her sight, and 

together they leave the city, aware that the safe, familiar world they knew a mere twenty-four hours 

before is gone forever. 

But to survive in this post-apocalyptic world, one must survive the Triffids, strange plants that years 

before began appearing all over the world. The Triffids can grow to over seven feet tall, pull their roots 

from the ground to walk, and kill a man with one quick lash of their poisonous stingers. With society 

in shambles, they are now poised to prey on humankind 

Wasp Factory, The – Iain Banks 

The novel follows Frank, the 16yr old protagonist, a disturbed teenager who admits to killing 3 

people... “What a delight to behave really badly and still get loads of sympathy!” The text is gripping, 

and there are a couple of gruesome scenes. It is almost impossible to predict the outcome even though 

there are clues sprinkled throughout the book, this is a unique, clever, compelling and bizarre read. A 

modern classic indeed. 

The Three-Body Problem – Lui Cixin 

Set against the backdrop of China's Cultural Revolution, a secret military project sends signals into 

space to establish contact with aliens. An alien civilization on the brink of destruction captures the 

signal and plans to invade Earth. Meanwhile, on Earth, different camps start forming, planning to 

either welcome the superior beings and help them take over a world seen as corrupt, or to fight 

against the invasion. The result is a science fiction masterpiece of enormous scope and vision. 

World War Z – Max Brooks 

The Zombie War came unthinkably close to eradicating humanity. Max Brooks, driven by the urgency 

of preserving the acid-etched first-hand experiences of the survivors from those apocalyptic years, 

traveled across the United States of America and throughout the world, from decimated cities that 

once teemed with upwards of thirty million souls to the most remote and inhospitable areas of the 

planet. He recorded the testimony of men, women, and sometimes children who came face-to-face 

with the living, or at least the undead, hell of that dreadful time. World War Z is the result. Never 

before have we had access to a document that so powerfully conveys the depth of fear and horror, and 

also the ineradicable spirit of resistance, that gripped human society through the plague years. 
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The Anubis Gates – Tim Powers 

Brendan Doyle, a specialist in the work of the early-nineteenth century poet William Ashbless, 

reluctantly accepts an invitation from a millionaire to act as a guide to time-travelling tourists. But 

while attending a lecture given by Samuel Taylor Coleridge in 1810, he becomes marooned in Regency 

London, where dark and dangerous forces know about the gates in time. 

Caught up in the intrigue between rival bands of beggars, pursued by Egyptian sorcerers, and 

befriended by Coleridge, Doyle somehow survives and learns more about the mysterious Ashbless 

than he could ever have imagined possible... 

Dune – Frank Herbert 

Set on the desert planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul Atreides, heir to a noble family 

tasked with ruling an inhospitable world where the only thing of value is the "spice" melange, a drug 

capable of extending life and enhancing consciousness. Coveted across the known universe, melange 

is a prize worth killing for... 

When House Atreides is betrayed, the destruction of Paul's family will set the boy on a journey toward 

a destiny greater than he could ever have imagined. And as he evolves into the mysterious man known 

as Muad'Dib, he will bring to fruition humankind's most ancient and unattainable dream. 

Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins 

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol 

surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line 

by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate 

in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a 

death sentence when she steps forward to take her sister's place in the Games. But Katniss has been 

close to dead before—and survival, for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes 

a contender. But if she is to win, she will have to start making choices that weight survival against 

humanity and life against love. 

American Gods – Neil Gaiman 

Days before his release from prison, Shadow's wife, Laura, dies in a mysterious car crash. Numbly, he 

makes his way back home. On the plane, he encounters the enigmatic Mr Wednesday, who claims to 

be a refugee from a distant war, a former god and the king of America. 

Together they embark on a profoundly strange journey across the heart of the USA, whilst all around 

them a storm of preternatural and epic proportions threatens to break. 

Scary, gripping and deeply unsettling, American Gods takes a long, hard look into the soul of 

America. You'll be surprised by what - and who - it finds there... 
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Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? – Philip K Dick 

It was January 2021, and Rick Deckard had a license to kill. 

Somewhere among the hordes of humans out there, lurked several rogue androids. Deckard's 

assignment--find them and then..."retire" them. Trouble was, the androids all looked exactly like 

humans, and they didn't want to be found! 

Ready Player One – Ernest Cline 

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when 

he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles 

hidden within this world's digital confines, puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the 

pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. 

But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take 

this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the 

real world he's always been so desperate to escape. 

Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea – Jules Verne 

When an unidentified “monster” threatens international shipping, French oceanographer Pierre 

Aronnax and his unflappable assistant Conseil join an expedition organized by the US Navy to hunt 

down and destroy the menace. After months of fruitless searching, they finally grapple with their 

quarry, but Aronnax, Conseil, and the brash Canadian harpooner Ned Land are thrown overboard in 

the attack, only to find that the “monster” is actually a futuristic submarine, the Nautilus, 

commanded by a shadowy, mystical, preternaturally imposing man who calls himself Captain Nemo. 

Thus begins a journey of 20,000 leagues—nearly 50,000 miles—that will take Captain Nemo, his 

crew, and these three adventurers on a journey of discovery through undersea forests, coral 

graveyards, miles-deep trenches, and even the sunken ruins of Atlantis. 

Contact – Carl Sagan 

WE ARE NOT ALONE . . . 

At first it seemed impossible - a radio signal that came not from Earth but from far beyond the 

nearest stars. But then the signal was translated, and what had been impossible became terrifying. 

For the signal contains the information to build a Machine that can travel to the stars. A Machine 

that can take a human to meet those that sent the message. 

They are eager to meet us: they have been watching and waiting for a long time. 

And now they will judge. 
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Flood – Stephen Baxter 

It begins in 2016. Another wet summer, another year of storm surges and high tides. But this time the 

Thames Barrier is breached and central London is swamped. The waters recede, life goes on, the 

economy begins to recover, people watch the news reports of other floods around the world. And then 

the waters rise again. And again. 

The world is drowning. A desperate race to find out what is happening begins. The popular theory is 

that we are paying the price for our profligacy and that climate change is about to redress Gaia’s 

balance. But there are dissenting views. And all the time the waters continue to rise and mankind 

begins the great retreat to higher ground. Millions will die, billions will become migrants. Wars will be 

fought over mountains. 

Snow Crash – Neal Stephenson 

In reality, Hiro Protagonist delivers pizza for Uncle Enzo's CosoNostra Pizza Inc., but in the 

Metaverse he's a warrior prince. Plunging headlong into the enigma of a new computer virus that's 

striking down hackers everywhere, he races along the neon-lit streets on a search-and-destroy mission 

for the shadowy virtual villain threatening to bring about infocalypse. 

1984 – George Orwell 

Among the seminal texts of the 20th century, Nineteen Eighty-Four is a rare work that grows more 

haunting as its futuristic purgatory becomes more real. Published in 1949, the book offers political 

satirist George Orwell's nightmarish vision of a totalitarian, bureaucratic world and one poor stiff's 

attempt to find individuality. The brilliance of the novel is Orwell's prescience of modern life—the 

ubiquity of television, the distortion of the language—and his ability to construct such a thorough 

version of hell. Required reading for students since it was published, it ranks among the most 

terrifying novels ever written. 

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

A classic dystopian novel published in 1932 with insightful parallels to the society of today. The 

characters in Huxley’s world are all conditioned physically and psychologically for their predestined 

roles in society therefore everyone is happy and society should be stable. Throughout the novel Huxley 

explores themes that question ‘personal freedom’ versus ‘the common good’. An oft debated book 

against Orwell’s 1984. Try it and see what you think. 

Starship Troopers – Robert A Heinlein 

The historians can’t seem to settle whether to call this one "The Third Space War" (or the fourth), or 

whether "The First Interstellar War" fits it better. We just call it “The Bug War." Everything up to then 

and still later were "incidents," "patrols," or "police actions." However, you are just as dead if you buy 

the farm in an "incident" as you are if you buy it in a declared war... 

In one of Robert A. Heinlein’s most controversial bestsellers, a recruit of the future goes through the 

toughest boot camp in the Universe—and into battle with the Terran Mobile Infantry against 

mankind’s most alarming enemy. 


