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Ireland 

− Bog Child – Dowd, Siobhan    Follows the aftermath of the discovery of a body in a peat 

bog. 

Italy 

− City of Masks – Hoffman, Mary    A boy discovers he is a magician and can travel 

through time and space. 

Switzerland 

− Bloomability – Creech, Sharon    A teenage girl experiences a radically different life 

overnight as she turns 13. 

Poland 

− Once – Gleitzman, Morris    The story follows a young boy as he escapes from a convent 

orphanage in the mountains of Nazi occupied Poland in search of his parents... 

Greece 

− Cinnamon Girl: This Way to Paradise – Hopkins, Cathy     India tries to fit in while 

on holiday in Greece at her aunt's holistic retreat. 
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Ukraine 

− Black Op: The Squad – Palmer, Tom    A group of highly trained 13-year-old spies 

must go undercover as a youth squad football team to infiltrate a terror group threatening 

a European football tournament. 

Moscow 

− Bodyguard Assassin – Bradford, Chris    Connor is in Russia to protect a politician's 

son from the Russian mafia despite being on a hit list himself... 

St Petersburg 

− Blood Red, Snow White – Sedgwick, Marcus    A fictionalized account of Arthur 

Ransome and his experiences in early 20thC Russia, including how he became a spy. 

Siberia 

− Between Shades of Gray – Sepetys, Ruta    Follows one family's journey from their 

home in Lithuania to Siberia after they have been deported by Soviet guards... 

Korea 

− A Single Shard – Park, Linda Sue    A Korean boy finds that being skilled at pottery can 

change his impoverished life... 

Japan 

− Across the Nightingale Floor – Hearn, Lian    Set in a mythical, feudal Japanese land, 

a world both beautiful and cruel and against a background of warring clans is the intense 

love story of two young people. 

China 

− Chinese Cinderella – Mah, Adeline Yen    The true life story of an unwanted Chinese 

girl... 
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Tibet 

− Running on the Roof of the World – Butterworth, Jess    Set in the Himalayan 

Mountains, 12-year-old Tash and her best friend Sam journey to save her parents who have 

been seized by soldiers... 

Philippines 

− Tall Story – Gourlay, Candy    A brother moves from the Philippines to join his family in 

London and discovers a shared love of basketball with his sister... 

Vietnam 

− A Million Shades of Grey – Kadohata, Cynthia    A boy is kidnapped by the Viet 

Cong during the war, and has to escape to save the lives of himself and his elephant... 

Malaysia 

− Recruit, The – Muchamore, Robert    Charts a boy's recruitment into the children's 

division of MI... 

Papua New Guinea 

− Mister Pip – Jones, Lloyd    A white man introduces the children of the tiny island of 

Bougainville, Papua New Guinea to the novel ‘Great Expectations’. Set against the 

background of civil war. 

New Zealand 

− Stolen – Christopher, Lucy    Told in a moving letter to her captor, sixteen-year-old 

Gemma relives her kidnapping from Bangkok airport while on holiday... 

Australia 

− Anzac Boys – Bradman, Tony    Two orphaned brothers from London are separated 

when one is sent to Australia and the other to New Zealand, but are reunited in Gallipoli 

during World War I... 
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India 

− Peacock Spring, The – Godden, Ruma    A teenager has her first serious relationship, 

after having moved to India... 

Pakistan 

− I am Malala – Yousafzai, Malala    Autobiography of a teenage Pakistani school pupil 

and educational activist who survived an assassination attempt. 

Afghanistan 

− Breadwinner, The – Ellis, Deborah    Based on true stories of Afghan refugees, this 

novel describes how a girl defies the Taliban and dresses as a boy in order to feed her 

family. 

Palestine 

− A Little Piece of Ground – Laird, Elizabeth    Told by 12-year-old Karim who lives in 

the Palestinian city of Ramallah, this book recounts his daily life and the constant struggle 

of living under Israeli military occupation... 

Syria 

− Worry Angels – Brahmachari, Sita    A girl with anxiety issues makes friends with a 

new girl from Syria who starts at her school... 

Kenya 

− Liam – Zephaniah, Benjamin    A mixed-race boy who was adopted as a baby decides to 

find out who his real parents are... 

South Africa 

− Now Is the Time For Running – Williams, Michael    A teenage boy and his brother 

are forced to flee the military regime in Zimbabwe and set out to look for their father in 

South Africa... 
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Antarctica 

− White Darkness, The – McCaughrean, Geraldine    A teenager struggles to survive in 

Antarctica where she has been taken by her mad Uncle and is helped by her imaginary 

friend, Titus Oates... 

Egypt 

− Empty Quarter – Golding, Julia    The daughter of MI5 & CIA agents is unwittingly used 

to spy on the US President's daughter... 

Nigeria 

− Other Side of Truth, The – Naidoo, Beverley   Set in 1995. A Nigerian girl and her 

brother smuggled to London are abandoned and must cope with the police, social services 

and school bullies. 

Morocco 

− Daughter of Smoke and Bone – Taylor, Laini    A 17-year-old art student spends her 

life divided between the real world and ‘Elsewhere’ where she is a messenger for a demon... 

Dominican Republic 

− Devil’s Triangle, The - Robson, Mark    Sam and his friend find themselves marooned 

in the Bermuda Triangle, the area where his mother disappeared nine years earlier... 

Brazil 

− Journey to the River Sea – Ibbotson, Eva    The story of a girl's emigration to South 

America to meet her strange family and her adventures on the Amazon River. 

Peru 

− Evil Star – Horowitz, Anthony    A boy seeks to keep a mystical gate closed in Peru, to 

stop evil Gods entering the world... 
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Colombia 

− Mission Survival: Gold of the Gods – Grylls, Bear    A boy uses his survival skills to 

help protect the lost jungle city of El Dorado... 

Puerto Rica 

− Keeper – Peet, Mal    A World Cup winning goalkeeper recounts his life story to a top 

South American journalist... 

Hawaii 

− Everything, Everything – Yoon, Nicola    A 17-year-old girl with an autoimmune 

disease falls in love with the boy next door... 

Texas 

− Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe – Sáenz, Benjamin 

Alire    15-year-old Ari is an angry loner with a brother in prison, but when he becomes 

friends with Dante, he starts to ask questions about himself, and his family that he hasn't 

asked before... 

Colorado 

− Finding Sky – Stirling, Joss    A British girl moves to Colorado with her family and is 

attracted to the bad boy at her new school who can read her mind... 

Montana 

− Dreaming the Bear – Thebo, Mimi    Recovering from a serious illness, a girl bonds 

with an injured female grizzly bear she meets in the wilderness surrounding her parent's 

cabin in Montana. 

Alaska 

− Revolver – Sedgwick, Marcus    A tense, psychological drama set in the snowy 

wilderness of the Arctic Circle, where a boy confronts a stranger come to take revenge on 

his dead father... 
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Canada 

− Hatchet – Paulsen, Gary    A boy becomes stranded in the Canadian wilderness and has 

to survive alone... 

Massachusetts 

− Mercy – Lim, Rebecca    An angel is destined to keep returning to Earth in human form 

until a cataclysmic rift between heavenly beings is resolved. 

New York 

− Chains – Anderson, Laurie Halse    A slave girl spies on her owners to try to gain her 

freedom during the struggle for Independence in New York. 

Florida 

− Because of Winn-Dixie – DiCamillo, Kate    A young girl finds Winn-Dixie, a stray 

dog that proves to be a catalyst in her life... 

Greenland 

− Arctic Hero – Johnson, Catherine    Relates the story of Matthew Henson, an explorer 

who reached the North Pole... 

New Orleans 

− Out of the Easy – Sepetys, Ruta    A girl seeks a life outside the suffocating restrictions 

of her New Orleans home but is caught in the seedy underworld as she tries to find the 

truth behind a mysterious death... 
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