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14th July 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Transition and Reading 
 
Summer Reading Challenge 
At Monk’s Walk School we are very keen to create lifelong readers for pleasure out of our students. We try to do 
this from the moment students come and visit us for Taster Day by setting them a Summer Reading Challenge to 
complete over the summer holidays.  
This year, we are asking students to complete their own Reading Map. With travel abroad very much back on the 
cards after summer holidays almost being cancelled for the last couple of years, this has inspired our challenge. 
We’re asking students to pick their favourite genre, or to try a new genre and to read as many books as possible 
during the summer, creating their own ‘Reading Routes’ across the country. Students are able to either fill this in 
electronically or to print off and handwrite their books on. Once completed this can be emailed to 
library@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk or brought in during September. We will have a number of prizes available for the 
best entries! 
To further support reading, we have also created an exciting ‘Escape the Room’ induction to the library so when 
they begin in September they can hit the ground running with their reading. This can be found be following the link 

https://forms.gle/NWxWtzciGVkuhvvK8 
 
Extra Support 
Sometimes encouraging your child can be a difficult process so we have also created to bank of resources to 
support you as parents. These can be found on the school website under the ‘literacy’ and then ‘parent’ tabs. Here 
you will a number of ideas and ways you can support reading at home, as well as some specific book lists of 
books we think are excellent reads that might also help. We’re also asking parents to fill in our reading survey to 
help understand a little more about your child and their reading. You can fill this in by going to this link: 
https://forms.office.com/r/Us4NyPe5h7 
 
Interest Project 
One thing I would also like you and your child to work on over the summer holiday is a short presentation based on 
something they are passionate about. This could be anything from football to baking or the Euro championships to 
the Olympics. I’d like your child to do a small amount of research around the subject and then to record their 
presentation. I have included with this letter some guidance to help them do this and I would also encourage you 
to visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv7fqp3/articles/z4w96v4 to also help. With your help they should 
then email their recording to library@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk . 
We are committed to making sure that all students make the best possible start to Year 7 with no barriers to their 
learning and hope that this will be one way in which we can support this. 
 
Reading in Year 7 
When your child starts in September our expectation is that they will complete at least 20 minutes reading every 
day/night. Students will be set as prep/homework a reading survey each week. We ask that they complete the 
survey with you, as we know parents play an important role in creating lifelong readers too. This survey also forms 
part of a year long reading challenge where students are rewarded and acknowledged for their reading throughout 
the year.  
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate in contacting us at library@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk  

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Adam Lancaster 
Literacy Coordinator 

 
 
 

 Excellence for All      Headteacher: Kate Smith  BA(Hons), MBA 
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