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Dear Parents and Carers  

Welcome to this latest edition of the school’s newsletter.  I hope you will enjoy reading about what’s 

been going on in school – it certainly has been a busy time for all of us here at Monk’s Walk.  

Thank you to all parents and carers for the way in which you prepared your children for the wider  
re-opening of the school on 8 March.  In general students have settled back into their studies very 
well indeed.  I have spoken to many students most of whom have been appreciative of the great 
work staff did to deliver on-line lessons during the partial closure.  I can only hope that we will not be 
in that situation again. 
 
I would like to thank in particular those of you whose children used the COVID testing centre.  Our 

students’ behaviour was exemplary, particularly as some had to come in on a Saturday or Sunday!  

We are currently looking at the strategies we used during the lockdown/closure, some of which we 

will retain. One of the strategies we are considering is the use of digital resources to deliver parents’ 

consultation events.  After Easter, I will be sending out to you a quick survey about your views on 

that before we make a decision moving forward.  

This has been a stressful and difficult time for everyone, but I am particularly aware of the challenges 

faced by our Year 11 and 13 students as we assess them for their GCSE and A Level exams.  We 

have written to you in some detail about how they will be assessed, that there will be a broad range 

of assessments, supported by the programme of mini tests.  We await the exam board guidance and 

as we receive it we will let you know more.  

This newsletter is only one way in which we try to keep parents and carers up to speed.  We have 
our Facebook page, Monk’s Walk Official, as well as the website.  I put a redacted version of my  
report to trustees on our website under the ‘our school/trustees’ section. The latest report went on 
there in the past few days.  Our school development plan is also on the website, under the ‘key  
information/development plans’ tab.  
 
It just remains for me to wish you all a restful break if you are managing to have one during the 

school holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Jess Shindo and Samuelle Burog year 11 were set the task of writing a persuasive speech. Both  

students, as British Asians, chose to write about their own experiences with racism. Both their  

speeches are highly emotive, extremely personal, and beautifully written. Both made me cry while 

marking them. They are incredible examples of the talent and bravery that our young students have.   

 
Miss N Wahl 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher Commendations 



 

 

 

 
Schools Photographic Competition 2020 - Monks Walk 
 
Below are the winners of the Welwyn Garden City Centenary Foundation competition 2020 for 
‘Celebrating 100 years of Welwyn Garden City’ along with the judges comments. 
 
1st Place - Keeping families connected by Casey Hawtin - year 9 
Your photo very successfully highlights one of the key features of lockdown. Communications  
networks and the widespread availability of digital devices, such as computers, tablets and mobile 
phones, enabled substantial changes in how we interacted with other people. Lockdown physically 
isolated people in their homes. Those communications networks created virtual opportunities to help 
overcome problems. Many people could work from home, log in to school lessons, zoom video with 
friends and family, go shopping online and access games and entertainment. 
 
2nd Place and RPS Choice - Pain suffered alone by Rose McCrossan - year 8 
Lockdown created a major dislocation to the normal day to day activities of young people. It also 
meant that one-off celebrations - such as school leavers' Proms - were irreplaceably cancelled. This 
very striking image has been created to illustrate the impact of the changes. The black clothed figure, 
nearly fully curled up, conveys a strong sense of isolation - the person is in their own world. And the 
black suggests that they are suffering the pain of a dark place. The words pictured on the wall  
succinctly highlight some of the external factors that have constrained the young person's activities. 
 
Highly Commended - So near yet so far by Nate McIntyre - year 8 
Lockdown was built around restrictions on movement outside the home. A number of photographers 
tried to illustrate the sense of isolation and being trapped at home that those restrictions generated. 
This image is very much in that category and works well. It is bright outside and inviting. The subject is 
seated in one corner of the doorway. Importantly, the exposure is such that the inside of the house is 
clearly seen, and the back and head of the girl fit with that level of inside lighting thereby connecting 
them to the inside of the house. The bright outside is seen through parts of the girl's blouse. The lack 
of movement and the way that the girl's head is tilted and touching the doorframe convey a sense that 
she has been there for some time thinking about being isolated and not able to go out. 
 
2nd Place - Overlooking Welwyn Garden City by Molly Giles - year 13 
The image is undeniably reminding us of the considerable efforts that went into setting up the  
celebrations for WGC’s Centenary. How poignant that when you took it there was no idea of  
Coronavirus and we were all set for the year’s events to take off with a triumphant explosion of  
creativity and enthusiasm. How things changed, leading to everything plan being cancelled and the 
country entering enforced lockdown for months. You have created a bold and very effective image 
made up of two parts. On the right we have the back of a person wearing a fluorescent jacket bearing 
a Centenary celebration logo. They are sharply in focus and the viewer immediately latches onto them 
as the main subject. The viewer follows their gaze and can clearly see that, as identified in your title, 
they are overlooking Welwyn Garden City. You have created the feeling that he is looking at the  
overall scene, rather than something specific. You have successfully achieved that by selectively  
focusing on the person with the Garden City somewhat blurred. You have added to that by the  
subdued lighting which resulted from when you took the photo. We can see from the colour in the sky 
that sunset was probably approaching and so it was getting dark. There was however still plenty of 
daylight for us to identify the town centre view. 
 
Best of best award—Brooke Rolph — year 10 
As part of the programme for the final year of the WGC Centenary Foundation’s Schools photographic 
competitions run by the WGC Photographic club they included the ‘best of best’ awards. There are 
four awards—one for each of the four key stages of the competition 2017,2018,2019 and 2020. The 
winner of this was Brooke Rolph—year 10 for her entry in 2018 ‘Reach for your Dreams’ 
 
Weldone to all. 
 

Celebrating student success 



 

 

 

3rd Place - Our people by Sadie Scales - year 13 
This photo was entered for the initial theme of “Celebrations” and is a well-considered take on what 
we pride ourselves in celebrating in this country - the people in our society and their diversity. You 
have given us eight portraits of quite different people taken mainly outdoors and in a range of settings 
that look to be around the town centre. This suggests that you have gone out and asked people you 
met if you could take their photograph. You have created a group of photos collectively as "Our  
people". You are to be congratulated on this approach - it really isn't easy to do it this successfully. 
Some of the different character and warmth of the individuals has been successfully captured in the 
portraits. 
 
Highly Commended - Fountain at sunset by Amy Davies - year 13 
It is a well-established photographic principle that night photographs can be particularly effective when 
they are taken at around sunset when there is still some light in the sky. That is exactly what you have 
done here, and it is why the photo works so well. This too is a picture celebrating the environment of 
WGC - the fountain being an iconic feature of the town, around which people congregate to admire, 
and around which events occur. The striking red colour at the base of the fountain ensures that the 
fountain stands out as the subject of the photo. The coloured light is transported up in the water jets 
gradually fading as it goes. The red of the fountain contrasts with the orange hues of the sunset sky 
and together they form the main coloured parts of the image - held together by the fading blue of the 
darkening sky.  
 
Commended -Two toned eyes by Emily Henderson - year 13 
You have created a very fine portrait of this cat. You have achieved this by a choice of camera  
position that is slightly looking up towards the cat's face. Additionally, the cats face is very sharp  
notice how the cat's whiskers are particularly prominent. And the cat has a contented and perhaps 
thoughtful pose.  

Celebrating student success cont’d.. 



 

 

 English 

 
 

Across the English department we set all year groups a choice of activities to celebrate World Book 
Day. Students could pick from the following activities:  
 

 build a blanket fort and read in it 

 bake or cook something with a literary theme 

 dress yourself, sibling or pet as a character from a book 

 recreate a scene from your favourite book as a film or stop motion production  
 
Here are just a few photos of what students shared with us.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 English cont’d.. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 English cont’d... 

 
For world book day classes in yr9, 10 and 11 created symbolic front covers of their set texts. We love these and think 
they're very creative. Here's a selection of them for your enjoyment:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 English cont’d…. 

 
 

 

English House Competition results 

In February, the results of the English House 

Competition were announced in virtual House 

assemblies. 

 

Many congratulations to the overall  

competition winner, Maddison Clarke (year 9, 

Kroto) whose beautiful work is pictured here; 

and to the Upper School and Lower School 

winners, Jack Jarvis (year 9, Kroto) and  

Subhaan Ashraf (year 8, Carson). 

 

Once again, we were inundated with entries 

and I was very impressed with the quality and 

imaginative creativity of the responses to the 

‘Brave New World’ stimulus. Many students  

created really hopeful depictions of a better 

future world which were just lovely to read! 

 

Thank you and well done to all those who  

entered the competition this year. We have 

some really wonderful writers in the school 

and I am looking forward already to next 

year’s competition! 

 

Miss J Rochford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Book Features: 

To celebrate Women’s History Month, through the month of March, we wanted to focus this term’s 

newsletter on some excellent books featuring either empowered female characters or female 

authors. We have also created a short booklist around this that we hope all students will find 

something that will interest them on.  

Fiction KS5 

Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in fear and anticipation of the blood ceremony 

that will determine whether she will become a member of her village. 

Already different from everyone else because of her unnatural intuition, 

Deka prays for red blood so she can finally feel like she belongs. 

But on the day of the ceremony, her blood runs gold, the color of impurity--

and Deka knows she will face a consequence worse than death. 

Then a mysterious woman comes to her with a choice: stay in the village 

and submit to her fate, or leave to fight for the emperor in an army of girls 

just like her. They are called alaki--near-immortals with rare gifts. And they 

are the only ones who can stop the empire's greatest threat. 

Fiction KS4 

After school one day, Frankie, a lover of physics and astronomy, has her first 

sexual experience with quiet and gorgeous Benjamin—and gets her period. 

It’s only blood, they agree. But soon a gruesome meme goes viral, turning an 

intimate, affectionate afternoon into something sordid, mortifying, and 

damaging. In the time it takes to swipe a screen, Frankie’s universe implodes. 

Who can she trust? Not Harriet, her suddenly cruel best friend, and certainly 

not Benjamin, the only one who knows about the incident. As the online 

shaming takes on a horrifying life of its own, Frankie begins to wonder: is her 

real life over? 

 

 

Fiction KS3 

Secrets from the past are the keys to the future...if two children can find 

them. Bold adventure, timely themes and breath-taking writing from award-

winning author, Sita Brahmachari. 

Usha is devastated when her grandmother Kali Ma passes away. Then 

straight-talking Imtiaz arrives - her new adoptive sister - and the two girls 

clash instantly. They both feel lost. That is until Kali Ma's ghost 

appears...with a task for them. 

Immy's and Usha's home is full of history and secrets. Many years ago it was 

The House of the Ayahs - for those nannies who couldn't return to their 

Indian homeland - and Kali Ma made a promise she couldn't keep. She can't 

pass on to the other side until the girls fulfil it. 

  



 

The Language Lounge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Language is something that can be both difficult and rewarding both in as many ways and often at the same 

time. Language can excite and build interest in an individual but it can also be a barrier or obstacle that is 

hard to overcome. In the ‘Language Lounge ‘ we’ll hopefully break some of these barriers down, show how 

you can support your child and maybe add a bit of excitement and pleasure to language. 

This edition, to celebrate Women’s History Month, we’re focussing on language and misconceptions around 

pronouns and their etymological backgrounds and hopefully dispelling some long held myths! 

 

The above image is one that you may have seen before. It is an attempt, by some people, to show how sexism 

has its roots even in the basic of language. By arguing that this is how language has been developed to prioritise 

masculinity though is completely wrong and also an example of how important it is to understand language. 

1. SHE: This word evolved naturally from the Old English seo/heo which were simply words to refer to 

feminine-female people. The roots are Proto-Germanic evolving themselves from words meaning 

‘that/there’. He as a word however, evolved from the same Proto-Germanic language but from the 

words for ‘this/here’. The similarities between the words S/He is actually happenstance especially when 

you compare English to other Germanic languages, of which English is related. The words in German for 

he and she are “er” and “sie”, completely unrelated. 

2. WOMAN: Man did not used to mean ‘male’, man actually used to mean ‘humanity/human being’, the 

old words in Old English for male adult person and female adult person were ‘werman’ and ‘wiffman’. 

This can be seen in relation in words like werewolf and wife as remnants of the base ‘wer’ and the base 

‘wif’. Woman evolved phonologically from ‘wifman’ where the ‘f’ sound dropped and the ‘I’ became lax. 

3. FEMALE: Male and female actually come etymologically from two completely different words. Male 

comes from the Old French ‘masle’ which meant masculine, while Female came from the Old Frenc 

‘femella’ which meant young woman. Again this is just another coincidence, like S/He of words ending 

up looking similar without having any direct correlation in historical linguistic processes.  

4. HUMAN: This words etymologically derives from Proto-Indo-European ‘ghomon’ which means earthly 

being as opposed to heavenly being, which would be a referral to gods.  

5. PERSON: This words derives from ‘persona’ from Latin which meant the exact same and which ultimately 

derived from ‘phersu’ the Etruscan for ‘mask’ as Etruscans would often have theatre performers use 

masks to give identity to the performers. Never did the word have any meaning or link to the words son. 

 



Reading Delights! 

 

Read Well 

After Easter we are launching our Read Well scheme which allows parents to request our 

support with resources to help their child cope with any stresses and struggles they might 

be going through. We know that young people can sometimes have to cope with a number 

of issues that can impact on their wellbeing but we also know that reading can be a 

powerful  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Over lockdown we challenged students to try and get ‘bookfit’ to show the link between 
mentally healthy and reading, as well as having a bit of fun! 
We were inundated with entries which made it extremely hard to pick the best, however after 
much deliberation we choose our top four. Well done to everyone who took part!  



In March we celebrated Science week. There are a whole host of amazing books to pique the 

interest of anyone who has a fascination with anything to do with science, all available through the 

school library. We’ve picked out a couple that we’re sure students will enjoy!  



We’re currently loving… 

Having seemingly been in lockdown for a year now there’s lots of things we’ve discovered to 

keep us from getting too bored. As a previous lover of escape rooms and interactive games 

such as the Crystal Maze, not being able to travel into London to enjoy the thrill of escaping 

from a locked room I’ve been very pleased to find that there are a number of virtual escape 

the room games that you play from the comfort of your own sofa. We’ve compiled a 

number of these, all book related, that we hope you’ll enjoy too! 

 

  



World Book Day 

Every first Thursday in March sees the international celebration of all things books through World 

Book Day. This is the first year in over a decade where we haven’t been able to run our usual 

‘Literary Pairs’ competition. So instead we asked our staff to dress up as their favourite book 

characters and challenged students to work out who the staff were and what the books were too. 

See if you can work out some of our favourites below! 

 

  



Parent Picks 
March has seen some excellent books being published and with the Easter holidays just around the 

corner we hope in our top picks below parents might find something to take their fancy too. Being a 

positive reading role model for your child is probably one of the most powerful things you can do to 

encourage their reading. If they see you love to read and enjoy books then they will follow suit too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s History Month Booklist 

100 Women Who Made History: Remarkable Women 
Who Shaped Our World 
 
If you thought that it was a man's world, think again! 100 Women Who Made History is the 

exciting story of the women who changed the world, from Anne Frank to J.K. Rowling. 

 

Meet the most talented and famous women in history, from politics, science, business, and the 

arts, from exciting entrepreneurs to clever creative. Discover landmark moments in the lives of 

amazing historical women from Joan of Arc to Marie Curie, up to and including modern game-

changers such as Maya Angelou, Angela Merkel, Serena Williams, and Malala Yousafzai. 



 

Kicking Off! (Dick, Kerr Girls) 
by Eve Ainsworth 
 
It’s 1917, and Britain is at war. Shy teenager Hettie wants to help the war effort, and signs up to 

work in the local Dick, Kerr & Co. munitions factory. She’s nervous, but she has no idea quite 

how much her life is about to change … For, inside this factory are young women who are about 

to make sporting history. Can Hettie find the courage to join them, and in doing so, find her own 

place in the world? 

 

 

Reaching the Stars: Poems about Extraordinary 
Women & Girls 
by Jan Dean, Liz Brownlee 

 

A feisty collection of brand new poems about amazing women and girls who did what they 

needed to do no matter what society thought. The poems are about role models both real and 

fictional. Malala, global spokesperson for education for girls; Rosa Parks, who became an 

international icon of resistance to racial segregation; Mary Shelley, who 

wrote Frankenstein when she was only 19; Valentina Tereshkova, who became the first woman 

in space. 

 

The Infinite 
by Patience Agbabi  
 

Leaplings, children born on the 29th of February, are very rare. Rarer still are Leaplings with The 

Gift - the ability to leap through time. Elle Bibi-Imbele Ifie has The Gift, but she's never used it. 

Until now. On her twelfth birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel to the Time Squad 

Centre in 2048. Elle has received a mysterious warning from the future. Other Leaplings are 

disappearing in time - and not everyone at the centre can be trusted.  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6574712.Eve_Ainsworth
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/126870.Jan_Dean
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5868384.Liz_Brownlee
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/699748.Patience_Agbabi


 
The Shark Caller 
by Zillah Bethell 

 

Desperate to become a shark caller to avenge the death of her parents, Blue Wing is instead 

charged with befriending infuriating newcomer Maple. At first they are angry and out of sync with 

the island and each other. But when the tide breathes the promise of treasure, can they overcome 

their differences and brave the deadliest shark in the ocean? 

 

 

The Skylarks’ War 

by Hilary McKay 

 

Clarry and her older brother Peter live for their summers in Cornwall, staying with their 

grandparents and running free with their charismatic cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes each 

September - boarding school for Peter and Rupert, and a boring life for Clarry at home with her 

absent father, as the shadow of a terrible war looms ever closer. When Rupert goes off to fight at 

the front, Clarry feels their skylark summers are finally slipping away from them. 

 

When secrets set sail 

by Sita Brahmachari 

 

Secrets from the past are the keys to the future...if two children can find them. Bold adventure, 

timely themes and breath-taking writing from award-winning author, Sita Brahmachari. 

 

Usha is devastated when her grandmother Kali Ma passes away. Then straight-talking Imtiaz 

arrives - her new adoptive sister - and the two girls clash instantly. They both feel lost. That is until 

Kali Ma's ghost appears...with a task for them. 

 

Young, Fearless, Awesome: 25 Young People who 

Changed the World 

by Stella Caldwell 

 

Life can throw things at us that seem overpowering, and events might sometimes seem out of our 

control – but everyone has the power to make a difference. Read 25 inspiring tales of young 

people who changed – or are still changing – the world. 

A Galaxy of Her Own: Amazing Stories of Women 

in Space 

by Libby Jackson 

 

From small steps to giant leaps, A Galaxy of Her Own tells fifty stories of inspirational women who 

have been fundamental to the story of humans in space, from scientists to astronauts to some 

surprising roles in between. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3009462.Zillah_Bethell
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/186372.Hilary_McKay
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4322576.Sita_Brahmachari
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21125516.Stella_Caldwell
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/17197715.Libby_Jackson


Older Readers 

Blood Moon 

by Lucy Cuthew 

 

After school one day, Frankie, a lover of physics and astronomy, has her first sexual experience with 

quiet and gorgeous Benjamin—and gets her period. It’s only blood, they agree. But soon a 

gruesome meme goes viral, turning an intimate, affectionate afternoon into something sordid, 

mortifying, and damaging. In the time it takes to swipe a screen, Frankie’s universe implodes. Who 

can she trust? 

 

Make More Noise!: New Stories in Honour of the 

100th Anniversary of Women's Suffrage 

by Various 

 

Each story, written by a star-studded list of contributors, including well-known, award-winning and 

new voices in children’s literature, celebrates strong female characters, with subjects ranging from 

the ’43 Group to modern ghost stories. 

 

On the Come Up 

by Angie Thomas 

 

Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least make it out of 

her neighborhood one day. As the daughter of an underground rap legend who died before he hit 

big, Bri’s got big shoes to fill. But now that her mom has unexpectedly lost her job, food banks and 

shutoff notices are as much a part of Bri’s life as beats and rhymes. 

 

She Will Soar: Bright, Brave Poems About 
Freedom by Women 
by Ana Sampson 

 

With poems from classic, well loved poets as well as innovative and bold modern voices, She Will 

Soar is a stunning collection and an essential addition to any bookshelf. From the ancient world 

right up to the present day, it includes poems on wanderlust, travel, daydreams, flights of fancy, 

escaping into books, tranquillity, courage, hope and resilience. 

 

The Girl and the Goddess: Stories and Poems of 
Divine Wisdom 
by Nikita Gill  
 
Meet Paro. A girl with a strong will, a full heart, and much to learn. Born into a family reeling from 

the ruptures of Partition in India, we follow her as she crosses the precarious lines between 

childhood, teenage discovery, and realizing her adult self. In the process, Paro must confront fear, 

desire and the darkest parts of herself in the search for meaning and, ultimately, empowerment. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12260797.Lucy_Cuthew
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7062845.Emma_Carroll
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/15049422.Angie_Thomas
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3211634.Ana_Sampson
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7757886.Nikita_Gill


 

 

 Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Modern Foreign  

Languages 

 
Fantastic Language Learning during Lockdown!  

In Spanish and French, our students worked so hard over lockdown, and out top students in each class 

have received certificates to celebrate their outstanding achievement.  

In ‘normal’ times, many of them would have been on trips to France or Spain by now, but with us all stuck 

at home in January and February, we imagined trips to Paris and described beautiful Spanish cities.  

Year 7 Spanish students described all the lovely places they would love to visit in Spain:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 8 French students imagined a weekend in Paris and wrote postcards home:  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 Modern Foreign  

Languages cont’d.. 

 
Year 9 French students started thinking about their future plans, and produced some wonderful 

writing about their plans for the future in French. 

 

 

We all probably found that our lives were a little bit less healthy during lockdown, but our Year 9 Spanish 

classes stepped up to give us healthy living advice, with brilliant posters about how to lead healthy lives. 



 

 

 Modern Foreign  

Languages cont’d... 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 10s and 11s impressed us all with their resilience and determination to work independently and 
keep going despite the uncertainty and difficulties facing them.  

And we couldn’t not mention Blooket, the new online game that all years loved during online lessons to 
test their vocabulary – one for everyone to try at home maybe?!  

 

 



 

 

 Music 

 
MWS Music Collaboration Project – Bastille’s Pompeii 

We hope you have all watched, enjoyed and shared the MWS Music Collaboration video of Bastille’s 

Pompeii. It is absolutely fantastic. If you haven’t seen it yet, here is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hx8GnOas8EU 

Thank you again to Mr Wilson for his incredible arranging, mixing and hours of editing. It really was an 
absolute triumph. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hx8GnOas8EU


 

 

 Music cont’d.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Music cont’d... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Music cont’d…. 

 
Music Instrument Repairs 

During lockdown our music technician Mr Dawson has been working tirelessly to repair many of our 
instruments including our homemade Taiko drums which were looking rather worn. Here is a before 
and after shot! We can’t wait to get students playing them again after Easter! 

 
 
Before                                                                                              After  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 PE 

 
 

During lockdown I became the viral sensation known as PE with Mr Thompson. Using my PE 

teacher YouTube channel which is designed for PE teachers across the globe to use for either 

Primary or Secondary school virtual lessons, I set out to take on PE with Joe (Joe Wicks). The 

USP of the channel is that they have specific lesson objectives and refer to more specific PE 

terminology throughout the lesson. The lessons consisted of using UNO cards to decide what 

exercise they would complete, using a chair for an entire workout and even learning how many 

calories you need to burn off their favourite chocolate bars (Twix 286Kcal/20 mins of exercise). 

Pupils can also use the Instagram account @pewiththompson that has theory content up to 

GCSE and BTEC level which has helped students with coursework and revision over the  

lockdown period. Lessons will continue to be added to the channel weekly so I hope you  

continue to enjoy #pewiththompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

   

 

 

Mr M Thompson 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 SCIENCE 

 
Last week, as part of British science week, science club students in year 7 undertook a 'rewilding'  
project to encourage pollinators onto the school site. Students were able to take advantage of some 
bare areas of ground created by the C block building project. Thanks to the donations of some  
climbers, seeds, and compost from Rochford's garden centre (notice the family connection) and some 
help from staff, we were able to plant various wildflower seeds along with climbing plants along the 
fencing. These areas will now remain unmown for the rest of the summer and hopefully will attract lots 
of pollinating insects along with giving us all a pretty area to look at! The group aim to 'rewild' other  
areas around the new tennis courts at the front of the school once all the building is finished.  
 
Miss A Cook. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



 

 

 SCIENCE cont’d.. 

 
This year's science week has been thoroughly enjoyed by both  
students and staff! The theme for the week was “Innovating for the 
future”. Mr Wodcke opened the week with a hot ice practical we can 
all try at home during his assembly, also exploring the history of 
scientific innovations and influence of famous scientists, before 
handing over to Sir David Attenborough and finally introducing the 
House Science poster competition.  We are very excited to see the 
entries we receive for these “innovating for the future” posters. As 
well as winning valuable house points the best of these posters will 
be entered into a national science week competition – good luck to 
all who enter! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our KS3 students started the week enjoying an outdoor 
treasure hunt using QR codes to learn about past  
innovations, many of which found very surprising  
including the cassette player!  

Finally, students ended science week tracking the progress of Perseverance (the Mars Rover) and  

exploring the idea, ‘Could we live on Mars?’ - certainly a discussion we will all be having for years to 

come!   Miss S Johnson 



 

 

 Sixth Form 

 
Our cycling superstars are on the way up! 
 
Euan Woodliffe in Year 12 and Tom Sharples in year 13 have been selected for the GB  
Cycling Team and are on the verge of competing at the highest level and possibly becoming  
Olympians! They spend hours a week in the gym, the velodrome or the road, and many a  
weekend competing on the Manchester track, and their dream of being pro-cyclists may soon become 
reality. Keep your eyes open when wandering Herts as if a flash of Navy Blue hurtles past, it may well 
be Euan or Tom! 
 
Congratulations, boys, we are proud of your efforts and achievements. 

 
We also have a squash star in our sixth form! Ollie Green has 
been approached by the Ivy League  
because of his squash skills and has chosen Penn where he 
will major in Economics. Harvard and Yale were options but the 
coaching and communication at Penn set it apart for Ollie! 
And, there is great additional support for the athletes such as 
physiotherapy, strength and conditioning coaches, a  
nutritionist, psychology coach and the team work together with 
their driven mind-sets to win the 'Ivy League Title'.  
 

 

It has been a very challenging time for our sixth formers, but we are very proud of the progress they 
have made. The year 12s have coped superbly with online learning and many have still managed to 
organise and partake in extracurricular events, taster courses or university sessions. Now, students are 
undertaking their initial research for university courses, apprenticeships and possible careers... an  
exciting time! 
 
Year 13s are almost there! The uncertainty they face has been met with great resolve and dedication 
and it has been a delight to see them working as hard as always despite not knowing exactly what is in 
store! 95 students have submitted university applications and most have received plenty of offers. This 
includes 7 offers for Cambridge, our largest cohort ever, and a number of offers for a wide range of 
subjects such as medicine, nursing, teaching and engineering. Several students are pursuing  
apprenticeship places too, some of whom are in the final stages of this demanding process. 
 
To say we are proud of our sixth formers is an understatement. Keep going, guys! 
 
Mrs Furness and Mr Haseler 
 



 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone  

 

Dear Parents 

The PTFA would like to thank all parents who attended and supported the nearly new uniform sale 

this month.  

To continue to offer uniforms at 1/3 of the price of the shops, we are requesting that you  

donate clean and "nearly new" uniform.  

Please place all donations into the green bin at the entrance to the school, labelled "Uniform".  

We ONLY accept the following items of uniform:                                       

Tie                                                         

Sports Socks                                                    

Navy blue pullover/jumper                       

Kilt skirt                   

PE Shirt, short sleeve                           

Games shirt, long sleeve                    

PE Shorts                                             

PE Skorts                                             

Tracksuit Top                                     

Tracksuit Bottom                                 

Blazer                                      

Please donate uniforms to school and not the charity shop.   

Thank you for your support! 

 

PTFA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone cont’d.. 

 
Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to share this important update with you ahead of 
the Easter holidays: 
  
As we go into the Easter holidays, and some Government guidance changes around socialising out-
side and outdoor sport, it is so important that we do not let our guard down and increase the risk of 
Covid-19 outbreaks when schools return. 
  
From Monday 29 March, you can; 

•           Meet up outside (including in private gardens) with six other people, or as two  
 households 
•          Take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any number of people (outdoorsports 

venues and facilities will be able to reopen) 
•           Childcare and supervised activities will be allowed outdoors for all children 

  
You and your family can continue to keep yourselves and others safe by: 

•          Washing your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds with soap and warm water    or   
using an antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available 

•           Keeping socially distanced, staying at least 2 metres away from those not in your  
 immediate household 
•           Wearing a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially distance 
•           Self-isolating and being tested if you develop symptoms or receive a positive lateral flow 

test (LFT) result 
•           Not socialising indoors with anyone who is not in your immediate household. You are not 

allowed to have sleepovers or playdates, even if your child is in a school bubble 
•           Not sending children back to school ill or with symptoms of Covid-19 after the Easter 

break – if your child is sick, please keep them at home 
  
If your child is in year 7 or above and taking regular LFT, you should encourage them to continue to 
take these and report results as normal during the Easter holidays. If they receive a positive test at 
home, everyone in your household must begin self-isolating immediately and you need to book a 
PCR test to confirm the positive result. Any positive tests received up until 1 April, should be  
reported to your school so that they can complete the track and trace process with the Public Health 
team. 
  
Babies and children in early years settings, nurseries, infant and primary schools should not be  
taking LFT, please do not do home tests on younger children. If you are worried about small children 
or they develop symptoms, please seek advice from your GP or call 111. 
  
Thank you again for playing your part and helping to keep our schools safe and open for  
face-to-face learning. 
  
We wish you all a safe and happy Easter. 
  
Hertfordshire County Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  

Diary Check 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the diary dates are correct at the time of publication but are subject to change.  

 

 

Day Date Event 

Monday 12 April Summer Term starts 

Monday 19 April Y10 Exams begin 

Friday 30 April Y10 Exams end 

Monday  3 May  Bank Holiday—school 

closed 

Tuesday 4 May Y9 Core Exams begin 

Friday 7 May Y9 Core Exams end 

Monday 10 May Y8 Core Exams begin 

Friday 14 May Y8 Core Exams end 

Monday  17 May Y7 Core Exams begin 

Friday 21 May Y7 Core Exams end 

Monday—Friday 31-4 June Half Term 



 

 

 Have a go 

 

 Fit all the numbers into the grid! (solved version can be viewed on the next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Have a go cont’d.. 

 

 Solved version of numbergrid!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Public Health – 

School Nursing 
School nurses offer support for 

emotional wellbeing including anxiety 

and anger. To refer to our service please 

go to the Family Centre Service Website 

and look for school nursing: 

https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/ 
 

For more information about the School 

Nursing Service watch a short clip 

available here: 

https://youtu.be/7RoTkp3vkB0  

 

Supporting your child’s transition back to 

school after lockdown 
Some children will have some worries about returning 

to school, may find it difficult to return to school, may 

become upset, distressed or even refuse to go in. 

There is a presentation to provide information, advice 

and practical strategies that can be used to support 

your child’s return to school on our website: 

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing/ 

Aged 11-19 - Did you know you can text your 

school nurse for confidential health advice and 

support? Text 07480 635050. Check out the 

YouTube link on here: 

https://youtu.be/DBNmr1bFcCE  

https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/
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BOOK 
YOUR 
TRIAL 
SESSION
TODAY!

See Your Child’s
Self-Esteem Soar
For over 28 years Theatretrain has been providing 
outstanding weekend performing arts classes in 
Dancing, Acting and Singing for 6 - 18 years. 

To book a trial session or 
for further information visit
www.theatretrain.co.uk
*Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and reduced class sizes, some 
Centres may have a waiting list.

COMMUNICATION - RESILIENCE - CONFIDENCE - SELF-ESTEEM
EMPATHY - TEAMWORK - FOCUS - COURAGE 

YOUR LIFE 
TRANSFORMING 



Why not 
Travel with Arriva?

You could save money by travelling 
by bus with these amazing benefits: 

 • Unlimited bus travel each month.

  Parents/Guardians can set up direct debits 
  on behalf of the student.

 • Ticket sent direct to your 
  home or mobile.
  Convenient monthly payments 
  by direct debit.

  Ongoing direct debit meaning tickets can be 
  used throughout half term, summer holidays 
  and into the next academic year.

  Quick and easy to join.

                       



Sign up today or email us on

Download the Arriva bus app 
& m-ticket app today!

How it Works
Pay even less for your travel each week by 
purchasing a yearly ticket but paying for it 
monthly with a direct debit.

There’s no set up fee and no minimum 
contract, which means that you can cancel 
your direct debit at any time should your 
circumstances change. 

This makes it an ideal way to get reduced 
bus travel for the year without having to pay 
upfront.

Payments are taken on the 1st or 15th of 
each month.  The nearest direct debit date 
will be the default option available to choose    
Please allow at least two weeks to register 
before the date of your first direct debit 
payment.

How to apply
From the link below it’s a simple 2-step 
process to sign-up to obtain the student 
ticket:

STEP 1: 
Order your ticket online by choosing your 
local travel zone and completing the 
direct debit application form - 
you will need your bank 
account details.

STEP 2:
Receive your season 
ticket via your chosen 
method.
•To receive an m-ticket 
you must download the 
Arriva m-ticket app and
register your details first.

*Full terms and conditions 
are available on our website



After a year of uncertainty and anxiety caused by Covid-

19, it’s sometimes difficult to feel positive or hopeful about

the future. It’s important to remember that the world of

work is always changing and adapting, and that people

are very resilient and always find ways to cope with

change.

Even if it seems that the future is more uncertain now than

it was a year ago, there will be lots of different

opportunities that are right for you!

Feeling positive about your future

Everyone’s career pathway is different, so try not to worry if yours looks different to your friends!

Some people may have always known what they want to do after school or college, and others

will have lots of different ideas and need some guidance.

Think about your skills – what you’re good at and what you enjoy – when researching different

job roles, and don’t forget that you can call 0300 123 7538 or click here to talk to one of our

Employment and Training Advisers for free. If you’re still feeling confused about what your

interests and skills are, you can take the government’s free careers quiz here.

Getting started

Although your parents or grandparents may have worked in just one or two job roles, this is increasingly unusual today. In 2017, one study

revealed that the average person will change job six times during their working life, and 46% of people re-trained for a different career entirely!

So even though you may be feeling under pressure to decide on your future job now, try to remember that the decisions you make are not final.

Did you know?

National Careers Week 2021
Monday 1st-6th March 2021

www.ychservicesforyoungpeople.org YCH Services for Young People (YCH SfYP)

National Careers Week is a free yearly event which brings together

young people, teachers, careers advisers and employers to share

information and resources about the world of work and the range of

opportunities available to you. It’s a great opportunity to find out

more about different career pathways, start thinking about your future

options and access resources and advice from potential employers.

This year National Careers Week is happening virtually and will take

place between 1st and 6th March. The theme is ‘Believe’ and will focus

on the wide range of options that are open to you, as well as thinking

about how your unique skills and interests can help you decide on

your ideal career! Even if you already know what you’d like to do, why

not take a look? You never know what you’ll find.

What is National Careers Week?

https://www.ychertfordshire.org/careers/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/skills-assessment


Why not kick off the week with a KS4

introduction Assembly? This link has

interesting information about how

technology has changed the world of

work, as well as the skills that could

benefit you in the future!

You can visit Unifrog to browse pre-

recorded webinars exploring a wide range

of different subjects, skills and industries.

Young people and teachers alike can

access five lesson plans on

startprofile.com - explore your skills and

goals, as well as find out ways to boost

your research skills to find your dream job.

Parents and care-givers can click here for

resources to explore how they can best

support you when thinking about your

future career.

Sector Spotlight: If you’re interested in

working in a hands-on, technical role,

Skillnet are the largest provider of

apprenticeships in the automotive

industry.

Sector Spotlight: There is growing

demand for health and social care

professionals, as well as many different

ways to get started. Check out

skillsforcare.org.uk or Entry Routes to

find out more.

2pm: No Room for Clichés

Webinar (Royal Air Force)

Hear from graduates, apprentices

and recruiters to find out more

about their experiences and

insights, including how you can

best support young people with

making career decisions. RAF

Registration Page

9am: Digital Transformation UK:

National Careers Week Special

(Lloyds Banking Group)

Learn about how to get started in a

technology career, with a focus on

software engineering. You can also

hear directly from staff about their

experiences, including those on

apprenticeship and graduate

schemes. Digital Transformation:

National Careers Week

6pm: Career Conversations: Info

for Teachers (NatWest Group)

Hear from graduates, apprentices

and recruiters to find out more

about their experiences and

insights, including how you can

best support young people with

making career decisions integrate-

events.com

YCH Services for Young People (YCH SfYP)www.ychservicesforyoungpeople.org

11am: Welwyn Hatfield Virtual

Careers Fair

Meet employers and hear about the

variety of job opportunities that they

offer, which industries will have the

most future opportunities, and how

to identify and develop your skills.

Welwyn Hatfield Virtual Careers

Fair

Monday 1st

National Careers Week 2021: Events and Resources
Monday 1st – 6th March 2021

4pm: Career Conversations: Info

for Parents & Care-givers

(NatWest Group)

Hear from graduates, apprentices

and recruiters to find out more

about their experiences and

insights into career planning,

including how you can support a

young person you know. integrate-

events.com

Monday 8th

11:30am: Virtual Careers Event

(MBDA Missile Systems)

Chat to the team to learn more

about their experiences and what a

MBDA career could look like!

Careers Events: MBDA Careers

4:30pm: UK University Series

(Unifrog)

If you’re interested in going to uni in

the South East, come along to this

info session to hear from four

institutions! There are lots of

sessions looking at other areas in

the UK throughout the week so it’s

worth having a browse: Webinars

Virtual Careers Fair (National

Careers Week)

Take part in the UK’s largest

celebration of careers, with no sign-

up required! With five virtual floors

representing global employers and

Higher Education providers, it’s

your chance to explore key sectors,

download resources, watch videos

and access hints and tips. VCF:

Welcome (ncw2021.co.uk)

Tuesday 2nd Thursday 4th

STEM Ambassadors Illuminating

Careers: Virtual Careers Fair

(AECOM)

Chat live to 25 employers, ask

questions and gain insight into

careers in a variety of STEM

industries.STEM virtual careers fair

Resources

For more information, resources, 

advice and tips, you can visit 

www.ncw2020.co.uk

https://nationalcareersweek.com/ncw-2021-assemblies/
https://www.unifrog.org/webinars
https://beta.startprofile.com/page/ncw2021
https://nationalcareersweek.com/parentsguide/
https://www.skillnet.org.uk/applicants/industries#automotive
https://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/Careers-in-care/teachers-and-careers-advisors/teachers-and-careers-advisors.aspx
https://academy.healthierfuture.org.uk/careers/routes-into-health-and-social-care
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/raf-iwd/register/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/digital-transformation-uk-national-careers-week-special-tickets-140785797109?aff=dtukli
https://forms.integrate-events.com/#/events/rbs/321524?background=ffffff&font=42145f&page=ffffff
https://www.inwelwynhatfieldbusinessmatters.org.uk/welwyn-hatfield-virtual-careers-fair/
https://forms.integrate-events.com/#/events/rbs/321525?background=ffffff&font=42145f&page=ffffff
https://www.mbdacareers.co.uk/careers-events
https://www.unifrog.org/webinars
https://ncw2021.co.uk/
https://www.stem.org.uk/news-and-views/news/stem-ambassadors-help-illuminate-career-paths-virtual-careers-fair
http://www.ncw2020.co.uk/


Whether you’re starting to think about your future career for the

first time, started a college course or apprenticeship and realised

that it wasn’t for you, or even completed your education but are

struggling to find work because of Covid-19 – YCH SfYP is here to

support and help you.

YCH SfYP Personal Advisers can support you with researching

your options, making decisions about your future goals, or even

suggesting new possibilities that you might not have previously

considered.

Making plans for your future?
YCH SfYP’s Pathways to Success programme is designed to support young

people who are not currently in education, work or training, or anyone who

might become so.

YCH SfYP Personal Advisers will support you on a one-to-one basis to

identify your skills and interests, work on your CV, practise your interview

skills, and boost your employability. It’s completely free and you may be

eligible for a £50 voucher on completion of the programme!

Not in education, training or employment?

National Careers Week 2021

‘I always felt that I had help and guidance when I needed it. I had somebody

looking out for me and keeping me on track.’

‘I really enjoyed our sessions, they really helped me boost my confidence

and to pick the right course.’

‘The help I got from YCH SfYP has really helped me with bringing up my

confidence and to get on a programme I liked. Now I feel happier about my

future.’

‘YCH SfYP inspired me to go to college. They helped me get a place and the

learning support I needed.’

What have other young people said about our careers support?

Our qualified Personal Advisers are available for face-to-face, email or

virtual support. Some schools and colleges have a YCH SfYP

Personal Adviser who comes in once or twice a week, but if not you

can still make an appointment for a meeting by email or over the

phone.

Where you can get support

Call 0300 123 7538 to book a free appointment with a

YCH SfYP Personal Adviser. You can also email us

directly on: ychsfyp@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Contact Us

www.ychservicesforyoungpeople.org YCH Services for Young People (YCH SfYP)

Monday 1st – 6th March 2021


	Sign up today or email us on: talktous@arriva.co.uk
	ticket: www.arrivabus.co.uk/student-travel


