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As this is the first newsletter of the academic year I am writing with some information I hope you will 
find useful and relevant. 

 

Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for your support in  
ensuring that students are in full uniform and have all the right equipment etc.  I know this is a  
challenge for some parents and carers and I wanted you all to know how much we appreciate it. Our 
students look so smart. The vast majority of students have made an excellent start to the year.  
 

Examination Results 

During August we were busy with both A Level and GCSE results.  

 

We were very pleased indeed with the A Level results.  If you have read the school development 
plan (on our website) you’ll see we have been working on our A Level results and this year we saw 
the fruit of our labours. Our average point score per entry (which tells you about the quality of grades 
across the board) went up to 34.09; the national score was 32.12.  We will receive confirmation of 
the value-added score when the league tables are published shortly but by our calculations it should 
be a positive score at +0.03.  

 

Importantly, almost all students achieved a place at university, college or on an apprenticeship.   
Several students are taking foundation art courses at college.   
 

We were pleased again with the GCSE exam results. Our attainment 8 score increased from last 
year to 52.5. 2018 national (the last national figure available at the time of writing) was 46.4.   
Attainment 8 is important because it gives an overview of the quality of grades across 8 subjects, 
including English and maths. Our Progress 8 score will be confirmed when the league tables are 
published but we think it should be about +0.1.  
 

The table below gives details of the number of subjects where entries met or exceeded national  
figures. Despite a small fall in some results in English and maths (each year group is different) both 
subjects were above, or well above, national for all indicators.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Overall, we were really pleased with the examination performance which was testament to the hard 
work of our students, the dedication of the staff working here and the support we have from parents 
and carers.  

Open Evening 

I would like to extend my personal thanks to all students who helped out at open evening, whether 
that was in departments, as guides to families and prospective students or helping to park the many 
cars on site!  Thanks also to the orchestra who played magnificently and to the sixth from speakers 
who did a great job. The three talks I gave were practically full (350 seats at each one).  For the first 
time we also had an overspill area with the speech televised.  

Threshold Number of 
subjects 

At or above national : % at grades 9-7 14 
At or above national : %  at grades 9-5 15 
At or above national :% of grades at 9-4 18 
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Cont’d: 

We also held open mornings for prospective parents and students and 112 families attended.  Once 
again. Our guides were the stars. We hope to have as many applications as we had last year for 
places. (Over 730 with 250 first preferences). 

 

 

 

Replacement of C Block 

Work was delayed due to a planning issue 
but is now underway. Please note that the 
visitors’  
carpark is closed and this will cause some 
congestion until the work is completed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank for Christmas 

Once again we are planning to organise a collection for the nearest food bank towards Christmas 
during the week beginning Monday 25th November (the Thursday of that week is Academic Review 
Day).  This follows on from the success of our previous collections. Thank you so much to everyone 
who donated.  

  

Trustee Appointments 

We wrote to all parents recently as we have a vacancy on the board of trustees. Details of the role 
and how to express an interest are on our website: join us/vacancies. If you would like to have an 
informal conversation with the chair of the board, Carole Pomfret, please contact her by e-mail 
cpomfret@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk.  

 

School Development Plan 2019-22 

I have put a copy of the school development plan on our website should you wish to see the  
priorities we have for improving the school even further.  The document can be found on the website 
under key information/school development plans.  
 

New Website 

You will see that we have updated our website.  We hope you like it! 

 

mailto:cpomfret@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
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Jamie Katin and Ajla Causevic, both Y9, won Headteacher’s Commendations for their superb 

personal learning projects. Jamie investigated World War 2 in his project ‘Bringing WW2 to 

Life’, looking more closely at soldiers’ illness, the range of guns they used, the food they ate 

and the type of punishments they received. In addition to his online research, he chatted with 

his Grandad at home to find out stories of his own family’s part in the war.  

 

Meanwhile, Ajla undertook a project on plastic pollution, researching how plastic is made, the 

damage it causes, and creating a list of tips and tricks on how to cut down on our plastic litter. 

Indeed, she led the way by voluntarily collecting plastic waste over the course of the project. 

Both are to be commended for two superbly researched and executed projects. 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 
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Matthew Jones, Jack Scales, Daniel Nash and Lois Carr - year 7 all received Headteacher 
Commendations for their Global warming theme cakes made for a Open Evening display. 
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Charlotte Smith received a Headteacher’s commendation for some 

English prep. 

Charlotte’s English teacher, Mr Haseler had asked the students in her 

class to think of an idea of a prop to suggest the personality of a  

character in Frankenstein.  He was extremely impressed by  

Charlotte’s creativity and originality in her response when she  

produced a mini electronic circuit to mimic the device to bring the 

monster to life.  

 

Well done Charlotte!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexia Worsley and Teddy May received a Headteacher’s  
Commendation for their work as Year 7 Buddies.   
 
Miss Scott put forward Alexia and Teddy for a Commendation.  She 
said both the students had produced a wonderful form time  
presentation and activity for a Year 7 form, going above and beyond 
their Year 7 Buddy  
duties. 
 
Fantastic work – well done!  
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Ishaan Paul, Toby Langston, Kieran Lovett, Rhys Thomas, Harry Glossop, Ashley Stewart and Dasharn Chance 
all braved the weather on Open Evening, directing hundreds of cars to parking spaces.  It was sterling work and 
brilliantly done, thank you. 
           
 
 
 
  Livia Couling, Louis Tanak and Harrison Woods 

 joined a group of litter pickers recently to help 
  clear litter in Welwyn Garden City.  Well done to 
  all of you and thank you for giving up your time 
  over a weekend.  
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MONK’S WALK SCHOOL, KNIGHTSFIELD, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, AL8 7NL 

TEL: (01707) 322846 EMAIL: ADMIN@MONKSWALK.HERTS.SCH.UK 

FACEBOOK: MONKS WALK SCHOOL OFFICIAL 

Mr Wodcke recommended Olufunso Oduwole, Tom Wylde, Harry Pikesley, Michal Wozniak 
and Omar Bah for Headteacher’s commendations.  The students participated in the Physics 
Olympiad Senior challenge and all achieved merits, which is the highest grade possible and a 
fantastic and brilliant achievement.  Well done.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d ….. 



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success  

 
Caitlin Wornham—year 9 was selected by East Herts Pony Club to represent the branch at 
Blenheim Palace for her show jumping on Friday 20th September. This was a huge honour and 
privilege.  Well done Caitlin.  



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success cont’d.. 

 
  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Jack Jarvis—year 8 for coming first in a national dance competition this 
month. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 K Year Trip to Battlefields 

After a very early start, a number of K Year students began their journey to Ypres for the first 

Battlefields trip of the year. When we arrived in Belgium our first stop took us to the Railway 

Dugout Cemetery; an opportunity to reflect and mourn those who were laid to rest there. The 

students found three headstones who were all soldiers that had lost their life 102 years ago that 

day during WW1, which was a poignant moment for all. The rest of our day included a visit to 

the Flanders Field museum in Ypres, Bayernwald German trenches and Croonaert Chapel 

Cemetery. After already learning so much from Mr Lancaster, Mrs Mitchinson and Mr Barker, 

we returned to our Youth Hostel for a spot of food and ended the evening watching a DVD  

detailing Harry Patch’s experience of WW1. 

 

After a good night’s rest, we set off for our first stop of the day in Ypres town centre. We were 

warmly greeted at the Leonidas chocolate shop; an unmissable opportunity to buy extremely 

delicious Belgian chocolates! The students were then given time to venture around the town 

and to contemplate how different this busy town would have been 100 years ago during the war. 

We continued onto St George’s Church to pay our respect before heading to Essex farm  

Cemetery, Sanctuary Wood trenches and Hill 62 museum (where our wellies were fortunately 

not needed this time round!) Before returning early to the Youth Hostel, we visited the Lone 

Tree Cemetery and the Pool of Peace; a crater created by a mine but now filled with water. It 

was a peaceful and tranquil place which gave us all time to pause and reflect on the lives that 

would have been lost from the mine explosion.  

 

We quickly hurried back so the students could get into school uniform before heading to the 

Menin Gate ceremony. Our three wreath layers: Brooke, Thomas and Matej did a fantastic job 

and was one of ten groups to lay a wreath that night in front of hundreds of onlookers who 

joined them to mark a minute of respect to remember the fallen. 

The final day, we departed the hostel with our first trip to Tyne Cot cemetery. With being the first 

group to arrive, the peacefulness of the cemetery was something that we would not forget. The 

students had the opportunity to walk around and mark their respect, with some students  

deciding to place their own crosses on graves as their own mark of remembrance. Here and at 

Langemark German ceremony, we laid a wreath to show our respect for any soldier who fell 

during WW1. Our final stop took place at Poperinge cemetery, where the students learnt about 

several soldiers who were shot at dawn and their stories left behind. 

 

I think all of the students can agree that it was an insightful and purposeful trip that left many 

students wanting to know more and develop their knowledge of WW1. This trip was one to  

remember, thanks to the great organisation and knowledge of Mrs Mitchinson, Mr Lancaster 

and Mr Barker. If you are a K year Student who is interested in attending the July trip, please 

speak to Mr Lancaster for more information. This is an opportunity not to be missed. 

 

Miss Simpkin 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Students of L and K year who are interested in attending either of the 2020/2021 visits to the 
Battlefields can collect a letter from Mr A Lancaster. 



 

 

 Battlefields cont’d 

K Year  Battlefieds Trip 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Careers News 

  

Careers News 

The end of the last academic year and the beginning of the new one have been filled with a number of 

major careers events across all of our year groups.  

Monk’s Walk are working closely with Nishma Shah (Roche) and Steven Trotter (Careers and Enterprise 

Company) to develop new opportunities for all of the students. 

Year 8 & 9 Enterprise Projects  

At the end of the summer term all of our year 8 and year 9 students took part in an enterprise activity. 
The year 8 students competed in form groups to create a chocolate product linked to the cricket world 
cup. This enterprise activity was run the help and support of Mr Philip Levy from local chocolate  
company Amelie Chocolates, a long term supplier of chocolates to John Lewis.  
     

As per the cricket world cup, 
and the ladies football world 
cup, the standard was  
amazing. The brilliant ideas 
for the new products were  
evident from a range of  
excellent presentations held 
in the year 8 assembly in front 
of our visiting judges.  Ideas 
included a variety of different 
nationalities and imaginatively 
filled chocolates. However, 
the most popular and winning 
entry featured an imaginative 
and very well thought through 
Kricket Kiwi designed  
chocolate presented by KA  
(pictured above) who were 
this year’s winning form 
group.   
  

 

Our year 9 group also undertook an enterprise project that was overseen by Alison Linksey and Robert 
Davies from the Galleria shopping centre. The students were challenged to come up with an idea for a 
‘pop up’ shop selling cookies.  All of the form groups worked very hard on the challenge and the ideas 
were very impressive.    

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Careers News cont’d... 

The interviews will take place on the school site between 11th-18th November. Companies supporting 
these interviews include Pay Point Landsec (Galleria) AECOM and Royal Bank of Scotland. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank these companies for their support with this key event in our careers 
calendar.  

 

  

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Careers News cont’d.. 

  

Since taking part in the chocolate  
challenge last year, the year 9 students 

showed even greater ambition and  

entrepreneurship with their ideas for this 

year’s challenge. 

 

JS (pictured ) won the competition with 
their idea of ‘5 stems of happiness’ and 
they were very closely followed by JM’s 
‘Cookie Combo’ (who presented actual 
cookies) and JNs ‘Make it and bake it’ 
in third place.  
 

     

 

Year 12 Business Day – Supported by Pay Point 

In the final week of the summer term all of the year 12 Monk’s Walk students enjoyed a business day 

hosted by Carol Jager and her team from Pay Point. The day consisted of a number of carousel  

sessions run by the Pay Point managers which focused on job applications and effective use of social 

media. The day also gave the students the opportunity to undertake a competency based interview with 

a local business representative. Firms supporting this fantastic day included Pay Point John Lewis,  

Morrisons, AECOM, RBS, Lloyds, Galleria and Roche. 

 
Gatsby, Roche careers fair and year 11 interviews  

A new school year always involves reflecting on progress from the previous year. The careers  

programme at Monk’s Walk (available on the school website) is now regularly audited to ensure  

compliance with the Gatsby quality framework laid down by the government. Our most recent review has 

shown progress in all of the key areas and improvements being made as enterprise activities become 

established, work shadowing and experience continue to grow and opportunities are increasing to work 

with local employers.  The Gatsby benchmarks used to monitor the careers in schools is outlined on the 

school careers programme.  

 

A significant part of the careers programme going forward has been to increase the interactions with  

local employers. Whilst the year 10 cohort undertook another successful programme of work experience 

in July, it was also felt that this group would benefit from the chance to gain contact with a wider range of 

employers. Working closely with Roche Pharmaceuticals (enterprise advisers to Monk’s Walk school) the 

entire year group attended a careers fair at Roches offices in Shire Park. The event was attended by 

over 40 businesses, and was supported by the High Sheriff and local MP Grant Shapps.   

On returning the careers fair, our year 11 students are now reflecting on possible careers paths and  
putting the finishing touches to their curriculum vitae. The students are to be given the opportunity in the 
next few weeks to be interviewed by a local business representative.   
 

 

 

 



 

 

 Book Club 

     

The Book Club  

Do you love to read? Join The Book Club @ MWS with me, Miss Hawkings!  
         
Being a member of ‘The Book Club’ @ MWS means you will have a quiet space to read your 
favourite books, be able to engage in lively discussions about your current reads and give 
and receive book recommendations. Moreover, we have lots of fun, creative tasks for you to at-
tempt such as writing reviews to encourage others to read your book, creating comic strips 
based on the story you are reading, designing posters to advertise your book to others and also 
the opportunity to write a prequel/sequel for your story! Plus much more...  
We will hopefully also be creating a 'The Book Club @ MWS recommends....' reading list/
display board for other KS3 students to use and look at when deciding what to read next. 
 
When? Monday after school  
Time? 3.20-4.00  
Where? B4  
Rules? BYOB (Bring your own book!)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 DofE 

Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud. 
 
The Year 11 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award students had to endure the wettest ever  
expedition in MWS DofE history at the end of September. Despite everything that the Peak  
District monsoon could throw at them all the students performed miraculously in the terrible  
conditions. This experience has certainly prepared them well for the Assessed Expedition in 
June when we hope for slightly better weather! 
 

Mr Riley 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Geography 

This September saw 28 A-level geographers travel down to the coastal town of Swanage with 
Mr Mace, Miss Ashman & Mr Haynes to collect data for the projects which they have been  
planning for since June. 
 
After arriving on the Sunday we went for a long walk to see the famous Old Harry's Rock. We 
stopped on the way to take in the view of Swanage and draw some field sketches. Everyone 
was certainly tired by the time we arrived back at the Youth Hostel. 
 
The next 2 days involved data collection on the coast and in the town of Swanage itself. In the 
evenings we watched horror films, ate lots of popcorn and had a trip to the beach to see the full 
moon. The weather was exceptional this year as was the behaviour of the pupils. 
 
Now pupils are working really hard to complete their projects which will be worth 20% of their 
final grade. 
 
Mr Mace 



 

 

 Geography cont’d.. 

         

   Cakes with a Global warming made by some of our Geography students for the Open Evening 
display. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 House News  

 
 
House Cup results for year 2018-2019 
 
House League results are now in. We are delighted to announce the final standings for this year's 
House Cup: 
 
1st  Kroto 138 
2nd  Durrell 124 
3

rd
 Bell 112 

4th  Carson 90 
 
Well done Mr Flowers and the Kroto team! 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
House results from bottle recycling for year 2018-2019 
 
1st  Carson 3914 
2nd Durrell 3913 
3rd Kroto 3840 
4th Bell 3833 
 
I would like to thank all of you for your involvement and for making this such a big success, I 
would also like to congratulate Alex Warman and Carson House for recycling the most it just 
shows that one single bottle can make such a big difference. 
 
Mr T Page 
Site Supervisor. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
House Table Tennis 
 
House Tennis is currently underway at the time of writing, with our highest number of  
entries to date. Years 7, 8, and 9 have taken to the tables in a knockout style tournament. So far 
there have been brilliant efforts from all Houses. Once all the games have been  
completed, the Heads of House will announce the winners. Last year Kroto won the event, can 
they hold onto the title? A special thanks to Mr Gillon, Head of Bell House, for  
organising the event. 



 

 

 House News cont’d.. 

 
House Table Tennis cont’d: 

 
Kroto House are our winners for both 
Year 9 and 10 House Table Tennis! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
House Recycling 
House recycling is also up and running for the year, with students recycling 22,655 bottles since 
having the machine installed. Last year the winner was Carson, beating Durrell with one bottle 
but can they retain their title? So far it looks as if Bell are just scraping the lead with 1994 bottles, 
10 bottles ahead of Carson. Keep tuned as this competition is prone to changing on a weekly 
basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Iceland Trip 

 
From the 25th to 29th September F year travelled across to Iceland, a country of extreme  

geographical processes and shifting. We didn’t hang around wasting time, as soon as we landed we 

hopped onto our coach with our tour guide Runer to start 3 days’ worth of sightseeing.  

 

To kick off we visited the bridge between two continents (Eurasian and North American plate) the most 

obvious example of tectonic movement in the world! After that we briefly visited the south coast and saw 

headlands, stacks and stumps all features of coastal erosion, before moving on to see the ‘kettle’ a  

circular indent in the headlands that’s been formed by hydraulic action, that sends waves flying up over 8 

feet high! This was a lot of fun trying to predict which wave that was approaching was going to be a good 

one to get in the background of our photos.  

 

After this we moved onto see the mini geysers, heating up to 75 degrees. Excitedly we then went onto the 

Blue Lagoon, which was a highlight for everyone. The superheated water is vented from the ground near 

a lava flow and used to run turbines that generate electricity. After going through the turbines, the steam 

and hot water passes through a heat exchanger to provide heat. Creating the blue heated water. There 

was also a little bar for us all to enjoy some smoothies and drinks as well as face masks. We then 

checked into our stunning seaside hotel hoping to see the Northern Lights which didn’t appear on the 

Wednesday.  

On Thursday we were up bright and early (like every day) to do the Golden Circle Tour including the 

beautiful Pingvellir National Park, the Gullfoss waterfall which is a total of 31 metres tall, 70 metres in 

depth and the Gullfoss gorge is approximately 2.5 kilometres long. Afterwards we went to the geothermal 

area including a massive geyser, which exploded every 4-5 minutes. Cameras at the ready for that one! 

The afternoon included the Kerid Crater which you could walk down to, or walk around the edge, good 

chance to stretch the legs after being on the coach for a while. Friday included the South Shore Tour so 

waterproofs were an essential today! Firstly walking behind Seljalandsfoss waterfall, which was fun until 

the wind blew towards you. However this was nothing compared to Skogar waterfall which you could  

virtually walk underneath, the majority of us here got drenched, which was completely worth it. It has a 

width of 25 metres and the cascade drops 60 metres. With it being that big it generates a lot of spray, 

which created a rainbow on the day.  

 

The afternoon included a real highlight for geographers, Solheimajokull glacier. It’s about 8 kilometres 

long and 2 kilometres wide (5 miles long and just over a mile wide). We managed to walk right up to it 

and touch it, unfortunately though due to global warming our guide told us it has retreated over 150  

metres in the last 70 years. If that isn’t obvious global warming I don’t know what is. This evening we also 

saw the Northern lights also known as auroras which are the result of disturbances in the magnetosphere 

caused by solar wind, (mainly electrons and protons reacting in the upper atmosphere). Lastly after  

feeling very relieved we saw the lights the previous night, we went Whale Watching. Seeing Dolphins, a 

Humpback whale and smaller Minkie whales. After feeling a little sick over the choppy currents at times 

we went exploring and shopping in the capital of Iceland, Reykjavik, but before we could we saw the  

islands main church Hallgrimskirja with its distinctive infrastructure, there’s a good reason for this. The 

leaders of the Church of Iceland wanted a large spire, to outshine Landakotskirkja (Landakot's Church), 

which was the cathedral of the Catholic Church in Iceland.  

 

After shopping and trying some of the local fresh street foods we headed back to the hotel for an early 

night packing and drying clothes, ready to depart bright and early at 6 in the morning to catch our 9.30am 

flight getting back to the UK for 1.30pm.  

Harry Watts – year 13 



 

 

 Iceland Trip cont’d.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Iceland Trip cont’d... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 MFL 

 
Magdalene College  

The Modern Languages Department took a group of year 10 pupils to Magdalene College at 

the University of Cambridge for a study day in languages last term.  

This was a fantastic opportunity for the pupils to experience university style teaching in a  

language they are already studying, as well as taster sessions in less taught languages 
(Mandarin, Russian, Arabic and Portuguese).   The pupils also got the chance to meet current 
students at Cambridge and ask them about their studies and life at university. 

Pupils learned about the importance of languages, not only in their own lives, but also in a 
global environment where knowledge of different languages and cultures is not only  
advantageous, but a necessity. 
        

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 MFL cont’d.. 

 
  

The language department and the school kitchen put together a special menu to celebrate European  
Languages day on 26 September. 



 

 

 MFL cont’d... 

 
  

A very big thank you to all those involved in the celebration of 
the European day of Languages, especially to the MFL team for 
helping to organise, the kitchen staff who produced some  
fabulous European themed food and our wonderful judges who 
had the difficult job of selecting winners in the cake  
competition.  
 
We saw and tasted some amazing creative cakes and half a 
dozen students donated their cakes for a staff cake sale in order 
to raise money for the Macmillan Cancer Coffee morning.  
 
 

Students worked really hard on their cakes and our judges found it hard to choose overall  
winners. Students produced all kinds of traditional recipes - from a German apple cake to an 
Italian lemon cake disguised as a pizza! 
 
The overall winners were:       
 
1st place: Oliver Baskerville     
 
2nd place: Chloe Palmer  
 
Joint 3rd place: Beatrice Imbrea and Charlie Gogarty  
 
Special mentions: 
 
Ben Hibberts - cake with humour  
 
Annabel de Villiers and Jennifer Goodwin - amazing tiers on their 
cake and so many flags  
 
Mia Richardson - creative greetings 
 
Alex Bick - creative cupcakes and handmade flags 
 
    
Ms Kleanthous  

 

 

 
 



 

 

 MFL cont’d…. 

 
European Day of Languages cont’d 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Music 

 
 

Students’ Teach Teachers Music! - The Grade One Challenge 
27 teachers have signed up to be taught instruments by some of our fantastic musician  
volunteers. They have already started their lessons and we look forward to hearing about their 
progress soon.  
 
Music Clubs 
All the music clubs are well underway with some fantastic repertoire being learned by the 
groups. Melodium Choir are learning Uptown Funk and will soon be starting repertoire for 
their visit to the Royal Albert Hall while Senior Choir have been learning One Call Away and 
the exciting number Sing by the Pentatonic https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc7-
krRX8uA. Jazz Band are funking things up with Stevie Wonder's Superstition and  
Orchestra will be performing the James Bond theme at open evening.  
 
Music clubs are open to all students and can be joined at any time. Please encourage your 
child to join in for enjoyment, friendships, musical development and general wellbeing! 
 
Please see our Extra Curricular Activities for Music below. 
 
Ms J Rotchell 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc7-krRX8uA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yc7-krRX8uA


 

 

 Sports News 

 
 

Sports Day House results from Summer Term. 
 
 4th  - Carson - 689 points 
 3rd  - Kroto 733 points 
2nd  - Durrell 759 points 
 1st  - Bell 760 points (a very close one with all results checked and adjudicated!) 
 

        

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Sports News cont’d.. 

 
Football 
The boys currently hold an 83% win rate over 12 games played so far this season. 
 
Year 7's are due to play Verulam in the County cup next week. 
The B team have beaten Beaumont on penalties and will play their next round against Reach 
Free on Friday. In the national cup, the B team have beaten Ashlyn's and are awaiting the next 
draw. 
 
Year 8's unfortunately lost to a very strong Goff’s team in the first round of the county cup and 
now face Marlborough in the plate competition. They have had some success by beating local 
rivals Ridgeway in the first round of the national cup and move on to play Beaumont. 
 
Year 9's beat Marriott’s school to book the next round against Verulam on the 23rd Oct. They 
also travelled to City of London where they won in the last minute of the game 3-2 and await 
the next draw. 
 
Year 10's were unlucky as they lost on penalties to Haileybury Turnford having bossed the 
game. They have beaten Queensbury in the national cup and are awaiting the draw. The B 
team went south to Rotherhithe and won comfortably 8-1 in the national cup and are due to 
play Oakland’s School in the next round. 
 
Year 11's are due to play Cedars Upper in the national cup on Monday and Ashlyn’s in the 
county cup on Wednesday. A lot of them have made senior team debuts in the past month 
which has been great to see. Herbie Townsend captaining the senior team and Matthew 
'Paddy' Boylan saving a last minute penalty in the senior county cup to take it through to extra 
time where Monk's Walk went on to win comfortably. 
 
Senior B team have also played Chigwell and won comfortably 4-1 away and now face  
Parmiters on Nov 12th. 
 
Badminton 
The U14 and U16 Monk's Walk Boys’ team successfully defended their District title against 
Ridgeway on 8th Oct without losing a set and will now go to the county finals in December. 
 
Well done to number 1 seeds; Finley Goode and Freddie Burns, 2nd seeds; Runzhung Wang 
and Ben Neal, 3rd seeds; Sam Jordan and William Sutterby and 4th seeds;  
Jacob Greener-Tofts, Ben Crooks and Sam Forcada. 
 
Mr Gillon 
 

  

         

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Sports News cont’d... 

 
Girls Football  
Girls’ football is getting stronger each year, more girls are joining clubs outside school and this 
is only enhancing our school teams.  The future is definitely looking bright for the footie chicks. 
 
U13 
National Cup 
County Cup 
 
U14 
National Cup 
County Cup 
 
U15 
National Cup 
 
U16 
National Cup – Despite having most of the ball and a higher percentage of shots, the U16’s 
just fell short at the final whistle.  It was a frustrating game, but it was great to see such  
passion from the girls and team comradery until the final whistle. 
 
County Cup – The team definitely took the energy from the National Cup game into the  
County Cup, as they blew Ashlyns away a dominate display of football.  Into the ¼ finals we 
go….watch this space! 
 
Coming up: We have the district competitions and the futsal competitions for all ages 
and the start of the National Cup run for the U12’s. 
 
Miss Steadman 
 
Netball 
The Netball this year has started with great success.  We have had a brilliant turnout from all 
year groups, and it is so pleasing to see how many girls want to get involved in netball at 
Monks Walk.  During the training sessions, we have included some time to aid skill  
development, tactics and game play.  It is a great place to be on a Monday after school, with 
such a positive atmosphere.  
 
Our first fixtures this year have been: Chancellors (Year 8,9,10 and 11), the results were Y8  
9-1 win, Y9 29-3 loss, Y10 27-3 loss and Y11 27-2 loss. Well done to Leoni, Reanna, Keira 
and Sophia for winning MVP for their respective teams. 
 
During the same week we played against Bishops (Year 8,11), both teams played well, but  
unfortunately both teams lost.  Player of the match was Keira Weston (Year 8) and Emily 
Downes (Year 11).   
 
We are looking forward to the other fixtures and tournaments that are coming up and hope the 
interest in Netball continues throughout the year.  
 
 
 



 

 

 Sports News cont’d…. 

 
Swimming  
We are having a big focus on swimming this year, which has started off really well.  We have 
loads of swimmers of all abilities attending training on a Monday night. 
 
Herts and Bucks Gala 
Both junior boys and junior girls were entered into the Herts and Bucks gala held in Watford 
this month and although it’s a very intimidating meet, our swimmers were excellent. 
 
The boys had a great meet, they came 8

th
 overall and 3

rd
 in Hertfordshire in the medley and for 

the freestyle relay, and they came 10
th
 and 4

th
 in Hertfordshire. 

 
Although the girls ranking was much lower, the time between the top end and the bottom end 
of the table was very close.   
 
District gala 
First time in a long time, we entered a district gala and I was one proud Head of Department 
standing on poolside, as the swimmers were awesome! We had some great individual  
swimmers and some fantastic team efforts.  Well done all and thank you for making me proud. 
 
Results 
Junior boys 1

st
 in the Medley and 1

st
 in the Freestyle 

Junior girls 3
rd

 in the Medley and 3
rd

 in the Freestyle 
Intermediate boys 2

nd
 in the Medley and 2

nd
 in the Freestyle 

Senior boys 1st in the Medley and 1st in the Freestyle 
Senior Girls 1st in the Medley but got disqualified and 1st in the Freestyle. 
 
Once the gala has finished, we will be inviting all the nervous/non-swimmers to a more lesson 
type session on a Monday after school to make these students feel more comfortable in the 
water as we feel it’s an important life skill to have. 
 
Miss Steadman 



 

 

 Sports News cont’d….. 

 
Sporting Hero’s 
 
We have updated our Sporting Hero’s board, which is in the gym corridor.  If you are a sports 
performer that has played higher than club level, you will find your picture and some  
information about your success on the board.  The Sporting Hero’s that we are aware of so far 
are:  
 

 

Student Name Sport Achievements 

Alice Green Squash U19 - Ranked 4th in Great Britain  
  

Euan Woodliffe Road Cycling U16 - Ranked 18th in Great Britain   
  

Alfie Tibbles Shooting Team GB Talent Pathway for Olympic 
Trap  
  

Owain Kimber Basketball U16 - Represented Wales  
  

Sam Caiger Football U18 - Plays for West Ham 
  

Hannah Botterman Rugby Represented England - Women’s Six 
Nations Winner.  

Louise Fiddes Swimming European Champion - SB14 100m 
Breaststroke.  
  

Corey Panter Football Plays for Luton Town  
  

Oliver Green Squash  U17 - Ranked 3rd in Great Britain  
  

Geovanni Johnson  Football U13 - Plays for Arsenal (Captain) 
  

Maisie Johnson, Ellen 
Currie, Tia Davies, 
Ines Englebright and 
Eloise Heathcote-
Shariff  

Synchronised 
Swimming 

Competed in the National  
Championships  

Reis Suart Golf Boys - Ranked 29th in England  
  

Samadhi Udamulla Table Tennis Junior Girls - Ranked 11th in England  
  

Finn Woodliffe Road Cycling   
  

Amy Street P14 Sailing   
  

Curtis Whitelegg Golf   
  



 

 

 World Challenge 

 

Over the summer Monk's Walk School took 32 students to the Ladakh region of Northern India. 
Students had been fundraising for 2 years and were in charge of their own budget, food, 
transport and accommodation for the 'World Challenge' trip. Students started off by flying to Leh 
at 3500m above sea level where they acclimatised to the country, with new food, noises, culture 
and conditions. One of the most rewarding parts of the trip was to interact with the local children 
whilst also completing a project to renovate a local school. However, the bulk of the trip involved 
an 11 day trek in the Zanskar range of the Himalayas. Again, the students were able to  
acclimatise to the altitude by climbing two high passes of 4700m and 4900m respectively. They 
then pushed onto base camp at 5000m, higher than anything in Western Europe in order to  
attack the summit of Stok Kangri. Everyone was excited as they woke up at 10:30pm and had 
breakfast at 11pm - a very bizarre experience. The group got ready with their head torches, 
crampons and ice axes on to start the 12 hour walk up to the summit at midnight. Around half of 
each group made it to the top at 6153m by about 8am and saw the sun rise - an amazing feat. 
Luckily, students were able to slide back down the glacier for a much quicker journey  
downwards! After a day of recovery, the group flew to Delhi for some much needed R and R. 
Students were able to experience the heat, humidity and jungle like noises of Delhi and  
Agra - a big change from the mountains. We visited the Taj Mahal, Agra Fort and also saw some 
elephant conservation projects in action - an experience of a lifetime! 
 
Our next group of challengers have now started fundraising for their trip to Borneo in 2021,  
starting with a year 7 Halloween disco! 
 
Miss Cook 

Assistant Headteacher 



 

 

 World Challenge cont’d.. 

 

World Challenge cont’d: 



 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone  

Bike safety at school 
On advice from the local police due to the spate of recent bike thefts across the borough 
please make sure your child has a secure padlock. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PTFA Uniform Shop dates  

Next uniform sale is: 

Saturday 23 November 2019 10.00-11.30am 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Students Medical Appointments 

Please be reminded if your child has a medical appointment during the school day, a note 

must be in their planner and they must sign out at the student window. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

New Website 

We're pleased to announce that our new website is up and running! Not only have we had a 
fresh new design, but this site is also responsive to smartphone and tablet users, so we 
hope it will provide a much better browsing experience. Please let us know if you notice  
anything that doesn't seem to be working as it should. 
 

The links formerly in the "Quick Links" section of the old website can now be accessed by 
scrolling half way down the front page, where there are sections for student and parent links 
to the external websites we use. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Monk’s Walk PTFA Comedy Night 
Saturday 16

th
 November 

Doors open 7pm for 8pm start. 
 
Following on from the success of last year our PTFA are proud to present a full evening of  
 
comedy with four fabulous acts including WGC’s very own stand up comedian and  
 
compere, Eamon Goodfellow!  
 
Book before 4

th
 November and take advantage of our Earlybird discount!  

 
Tickets only £11pp*  
(*Tickets purchased after 4

th
 November will be £14pp) 

  
All tickets can be booked through our Ticket Tailor link: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
mwsptfa/304711/ 
 
Please come along and support the school, help raise vital funds and enjoy a few laughs 
too! 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/mwsptfa/304711/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/mwsptfa/304711/


 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone cont’d.. 

GCSE Pod 

GCSE Pod has a new logo and a brand new website, with new features like new Pods, 

study smart skills and workbooks to download and print. Every single student has an  

account purchased by the school but the content is relevant for those studying GCSEs. All 

students have been shown how to log on in form times and assemblies. Please see  

attached for how to support your child in using this. 

 

SIMS Parent app 

 

Are you using the new SIMS parent app? 

Whether it’s viewing information on homework, timetables, school reports or conduct, you 

can stay on top of your child’s progress throughout their education. You will receive  

automated alerts and notifications directly to your phone, and a clear dashboard gives you 

an overview of your child’s school life, making for meaningful conversation at parents’  

evenings. Effective engagement in schools means you are more involved, can help to  

support development, and work with the school to improve outcomes for your children. 

Please contact the school office if you have not received your contact information. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Wellbeing 
 
For young people experiencing difficulties with their mental health, this free online  
counselling and emotional well-being platform is a good place to start.  
  
https://www.kooth.com/index.html 
  
  
Another service for young people experiencing difficulties with their emotional  
well-being is Chathealth, a confidential text messaging service that enables children and 
young people (aged 11-19) to contact their local public health nursing (school nursing) 
team. (Hertfordshire - Text: 07480 636 050 
  
https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/health/about-chathealth/ 
 

 

 

 

https://www.kooth.com/index.html
https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/health/about-chathealth/


 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone cont’d... 

Prep report: 

Since we first started using the Show My Homework website and app to set Prep over  

51, 000 pieces of Prep have been set by teachers. We have increased the amount of  

students and parents who are logging and accessing the Prep which has helped to ensure 

that there is clarity in the communication about Prep. Following on from feedback given in 

the parental survey, student focus groups and training with staff, we have put in place a few 

positive changes with Prep that I wanted to update you about.  

 

What we have done: 

One of the key changes that we have made is to reduce the amount of Prep at KS3 for  

non-core subjects. All students at KS3 now receive non-core Prep fortnightly. The aim of 

this is to allow students more time to complete better quality Prep.  

 

One of the other changes that we have made following feedback from parents and students 

was to introduce some Prep guidelines about the weeks in which non-core Prep subjects 

will set their prep. This will mean that students will be able to plan their work more  

effectively when they know which week and lesson their Prep is set for. These Prep  

guidelines can be found in the student handbooks.  

 

We continue to train staff on how to set engaging and appropriate Prep with an increased 

focus in making sure that the Prep is used effectively in the next lesson. One of the issues 

that was raised is the amount of time that students were given to complete the Prep.  

Currently over 88% of the Prep that is set has a deadline of 7 days or more to complete it. 

 

SLT and middle leaders continue to monitor the setting of Prep to ensure that the quality 

and consistency across departments. Learning walks and lesson observations now have 

the use of Prep in lessons as a clear area of focus. We want to improve the quality of the 

Prep that is produced by the students and so have asked staff to improve the way in which 

they set Prep with clearer instructions and the way in which they used Prep within their  

lessons. 

 

If you have any issues with logging into SMHW, please contact 
takirk@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 

 

Ms T Kirk 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:takirk@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk


 

 

  

Diary Check 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the diary dates are correct at the time of publication but are subject to change.  

 

 

Date Month Event 

7th November Prospective Sixth Form 

Students Evening 6-

8.00pm 

14th  November Consortium Sixth Form 

Information Evening @ 

BHG 6-7.30pm 

16th November PTFA Comedy Night 

21st November Y7 Science Evening  

6-7.30pm 

23rd November PTFA Uniform sale @ 

10.30-11.30am 

28th November ARD 1 

29th November Occasional Day—School 

closed 

2nd December Y11 Exams begin 

4th December Christmas Community 

Concert St John’s Church 

6.30pm 

5th December ARD Follow up 4-7.00pm 

12th December Christmas Concert 

7.00pm 

19th December Presentation Evening 

6.45pm 

20th December Y11 Exams end 

20th December End of Term 

School closes at 

11:45am 

6th January Term Starts 



 

 

 Getting to know……. 

Name: Mr Ben Farlow 

Job Title: Assistant Headteacher 

Joined Monk’s Walk: September 2019 

 

 

If you could live anywhere, where would it 

be? 

Being from Australia I am very lucky to call two 

places home. If I didn’t live in Hertfordshire I 

would be living in Brisbane, Australia. I get to 

visit regularly, see my family and enjoy the 

sunshine and the beaches.  

 

What motivates you to work hard? 

By working hard and striving to do your best 

you see the effect that you have on those 

around you. I try every day to have a positive 

impact on others, whether that is with the  

students, staff or my own family at home.  

 

What is your favourite thing about your  

career? 

Watching and supporting a child join us in year 

7 to grow and develop into a young adult who 

leaves us in Year 13. I am still surprised by the 

journey some young people go on and few are 

ever the same!  

 

What makes you laugh the most? 

I really think that enjoying yourself and having 

fun is an important part of everything you do. 

What makes me laugh? My two daughters, 

who are 6 and 9 years old. They have endless 

energy and are hilariously funny.  

 

What is your favourite game or sport to 

watch and play? 

My favourite sport to watch is football,  

especially my beloved Liverpool. My favourite 

sport to play when I was younger was Rugby 

League. I also love water sports such as water

-skiing and scuba-diving. I have tried probably 

every sport there is including skydiving and 

bungee jumping!  

 

What two radio stations do you listen to in 

the car the most? 

If I am listening to music, I don’t have a  

favourite station, I am quite impatient and flick 

between all stations until I find a song that I 

like. Otherwise, I am listening to talkback radio 

about sport or politics.  

 

If you could hire someone to help you, 

would it be with cleaning, cooking, or yard 

work? 

 That would most definitely be cleaning! I quite 

enjoy cooking and love being out in the  

garden, weather permitting.  

 

What's your favourite family recipe?  

 Nothing beats a BBQ in the Summer with 

family and friends!  



 

 

 Have a go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Parent Network support & information drop in sessions for parents caring for children and young 

people with any additional needs, chronic health condition and/or disability 

Siobhann & Billie-Jean are SEND parents and trained Families in Focus CIC 
facilitators who are running FREE Parent Network support & information drop in 
sessions in Hatfield. For parents/ adoptive parents and grandparents caring for 
children and young people with either a diagnosis or awaiting assessment/diagnosis 
of Special Education Needs. Caring support groups for parents by parents caring for 
a child with any special education needs. No need to book just turn up. No matter 
where you live, come and join other parents living in families similar to yours; share 
experiences and knowledge gained along the way in a supportive and non-
judgemental environment. Each session will also have a ‘Families in Focus Guide 
to…’learning topic: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lottery funded Parent Network support & information groups also in Hemel Hempstead (x2 

groups) Watford, Stevenage, Harpended & Biggleswade. 

www.familiesinfocus.co.uk     info@familiesinfocus.co.uk 

Join Families in Focus on  

 

First Thursday of each month: 

5th September Meet Parent Facilitators Siobhann & 

Billie-Jean and also A guide to HCC services 

3rd October Sensory world through a child’s eyes 

7th November How to make your child’s EHCP work for 

you with Helena + SENDIASS 1:1 appts (booking essential: 

francine@familiesinfocus.co.uk) 

5th December Practical Tips for a calm Christmas 

9th January YC Herts Parents guide to body changes 

during puberty & hygiene & young people with SEND 

6th February PDA Society speaker Q & A 

5th March Beverley Hamilton: Managing behaviours that 

challenge 

2nd April Understanding & managing Sibling issues 

 

Oxlease House 
Travellers Lane, 

Hatfield, AL10 8TJ 
 
 

First Thursday 
evening of each 

month 
   

7pm to 9pm 

 

 

FREE 

 

http://www.familiesinfocus.co.uk/
mailto:francine@familiesinfocus.co.uk


Parent Network
In partnership with Families in Focus CIC

Our support & information groups 
warmly welcome parents of 

children with any kind of additional 
needs or disability, undiagnosed, 

awaiting assessment or diagnosed.

Parent Network sessions are fully 
funded by The Lottery. Parents can 
simply drop into any FREE session 
across Hertfordshire &  Bedfordshire.

Parent Network also offer a fantastic opportunity 
for parent carers to train and become volunteer 
hosts and facilitators, opening up new networks.

Supporting parents  
caring for children with 
special educational needs  
& disabilities (SEND)



How WE can help you
 ) Gain knowledge and support through tried and  

tested tips and strategies, developed through evidence 
based research

 ) Learn through shared experiences

 ) Meet others parenting families 
similar to your own 

 ) Receive emotional support

 ) Speakers on specialist subjects

 ) Signposting to local services

How YOU can help others
 ) We train parent carers to become volunteer hosts and 

facilitators to open up new networks

 ) Turn your life’s experience into helpful skills for others

 ) Accredited CPD training

 ) Building local community support

Parent Network support & information groups are a safe space for parents to get together 
and receive emotional support, information and share knowledge. Each session will include 
a topic of discussion as well as support and information by trained facilitators who are also 
parents of children with SEND

It’s FREE simply come along
To find out your nearest Parent Network support & 
information group in Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire,  
as well as dates, visit our website www.familiesinfocus.co.uk

For more information 
Contact Lesley or Francine on the following details:
tel: 01442 219720  |  email : info@familiesinfocus.co.uk
  families in focus CIC

Come along to any Parent Network 
session to find out more about the 
training we offer

Sessions are free  
and funded by the  

Big Lottery.



Positive
Youthful Minds
Weds 30 October • 9.30am–3.30pm
Bishop’s Hatfield Girls’ School
Woods Avenue • Hatfield • AL10 8NL

A FREE Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Conference with workshops and information 

stalls. Aimed at secondary school teaching and 
mental health professionals, parents, carers 
and young people living in Welwyn Hatfield.

For more information, email: 
communitypartnerships@welhat.gov.uk

To book tickets, visit:
https://positive-youthful-minds.eventbrite.co.uk

In partnership with
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Stop for the  
lollipop



‘One of the best experiences…really 
thought-provoking and a fantastic way to 

raise awareness and funds for homeless 
people’  Lizzy Bell, Sleepout participant

In Aid of

Kindly supported by Oaklands College
Smallford
Hatfield Road
St Albans AL4 0JA  
(sat nav AL4 0XS)

Centre 33 Registered Charity 1146438
Emmaus Registered Charity 1073808 

Herts Young Homeless Registered Charity 1069498 
Open Door Registered Charity 1028528

The Living Room Registered Charity 1175541

Friday 6th December 2019 9pm-7am

Oaklands College, St Albans

REGISTER 
TODAY

Join us with family, friends or colleagues 
For more information and to register  

www.stalbanssleepout.org.uk


