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Dear Parents and Carers 

As you can see from the newsletter, we have had a very busy half-term indeed; I hope you enjoy reading about 

everything the staff and students here have been up to.  

We have now closed the parent survey and are analysing the results. We have had a high number of returns, 

which is brilliant – thank you.   Where there are a few comments on a topic, I will be responding to those in our 

feedback to you. I anticipate being able to publish our response to you early in the New Year.   

If you would like to find out more about what is happening in school, you can look at the reports I write for the 

board of trustees, about 5 times a year.  You can see these on our website under our school/leadership/

trustees. The website version has some information redacted for confidentiality purposes but there is a lot in it 

to give you a picture of the day-to-day work of the school as well as the work of the trustees.  You can also see 

the school development plan on our website, under the ‘key information’ section. This gives you an idea of the 

priorities we are working on.  

You will be aware that we recently advertised for school trustees.  I am delighted to inform you that four  

trustees were appointed. One is a current parent and two are former students of Monk’s Walk!  Their  

biographies will appear on our website in the New Year with those of our current trustees.  See our school/

leadership/trustees.  

 

You will be aware that we hold a parent forum about four times a year.  Last month we had an excellent talk by 

IT consultant Richard Maskrey on the topic of on-line gaming. We have two dates next term for which we have 

one presenter, Sharon Lawton, who will be talking about wellbeing and spotting the signs of anxiety. This is a 

two part presentation, taking place on 16
 
January and 6 February at 7pm. Our last parent forum, on 7 May 

2020, will focus on careers education, including our new IT package to support careers education, Unifrog.  

Ben Farlow, Assistant Headteacher, has put a few more details about these events in this newsletter.  Please 

respond to him if you would like to attend.BeFarlo@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk or 

admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk  

 

Our most recent course for parents on resilience has just come to an end. The feedback from our parents who 

took part in the course was phenomenal. Here are a couple of examples of the feedback we received: 

It was excellent and I would highly recommend it. 

I really enjoyed meeting the other parents who I wouldn't otherwise have met from school. The course length 

enabled us to build good relationships in the class and it ended up feeling like a very safe and supportive 

group. 

This was the second time we have run the course in collaboration with a company called Bounce Forward.  We 

intend to run the course again in the new academic year.  

Another thank you - for the generous donations to the food bank in November.  Our estates team delivered the 

food on the day following ARD – the foodbank has contacted us to let us know that you donated 452.43kg of 

goods. That’s brilliant and I know this will make a difference to quite a few families over Christmas.  We intend 

to do a collection again during the next ARD week, just before the Easter break. 

Following a highly successful comedy evening, the PTFA are organising two further social events this  

academic year - quiz night on Saturday 29 February and a Robbie Williams tribute act on Saturday 2 May.  

Details can be found on the school website under the PTFA tab, under 'our school’.  The PTFA is working  

incredibly hard to support the funding of fixtures and fittings of the new C block, so it’s all in a good cause. We 

also have a website where parents can donate for C block https://donatemyschool.com/monkswalkschool.   

 

As we reach the end of the Autumn term, I would like to thank you for your support and I 
take this opportunity to wish you and you’re loved-ones a great Christmas break. 

mailto:BeFarlo@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
https://donatemyschool.com/monkswalkschool


 

 

 

Herts Police gave praise to these three Monk’s Walk Y11 students Gethin Davies, Lewis Moss and 

Ryan Tearle for their quick thinking and response when they realised something was wrong with a 

HGV driver who was towing a large dumper truck.  They went to investigate and found he was 

slumped (diabetic issue) in the cab of his lorry. 

They stayed with him, phoned the emergency services and helped with traffic etc. until the emergency 
services arrived. 

Headteacher Kate Smith was very proud of their actions. 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations 



 

 

 

 

Ashley Stewart - year  10 was recommended  
by his Head of Year  for a HT Commendation 
for being invited to join the Army Cadet team 
on a shooting competition. The team did really 
well and Ashley is proud of his achievement. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Year 7 Top Ten Conduct points 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

         
 
             
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d.. 

Forename Surname Form 

Lara Boughton MS 

Amelie Horn MS 

Katie Hudson ML 

Jessica Austin ML 

Bailey Lloyd MS 

Robert Doney MS 

Subhaan Ashraf MK 

Daniyal Iqbal ML 

Ryan Brooks MS 

Joshua Kacsmarek ML 



 

 

 

Year 8 Top Ten Conduct points 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Year 9 Top Ten Conduct points 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

         

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d ... 

Forename Surname Form 

Jack Jarvis LL 

Matthew Lewis LN 

Bruno Gorczewski LL 

Tom Jordan LW 

Will  Whittaker LS 

Heather Clarke LA 

Bethany Steward LA 

Andrea Pietersz LA 

Lucy Jack LL 

Isabelle  Whelan LA 

Forename Surname Form 

Oscar Shepley 
Watson KN 

Oliver Tucker KM 

James Hnatiuk KW 

Thomas Sainter KM 

Jamie Clark KM 

Emma Read KM 

Jean Veasey KS 

Amy Sutterby KO 

Ajla Causevic KS 

Jessica Hnatiuk KL 



 

 

 

Year 10 Top Ten Conduct points 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Year 9 DT students 

Ella Bedworth, Matilda Price, Brooke Rolph, Billy Hodges, Peter Colville, Joe Forbes, George Carr,  
Hannah Bonner, Emily Clark, Liana Green, Aiden Fernandez, Dashiell Engelbrecht and  
Henry Castle-Owen were all recommended by their DT teacher Mrs Hartley for a Headteacher  
Commendation for the hard work and effort they put into producing a pop up story book. 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d …. 

Forename Surname Form 

Jamila Lacerda JA 

Skye Stewart JM 

Ella Khan JO 

Gabbi Morris JS 

Nia Madley West JM 

Thomas Gloyn JS 

Louis Wiedenstriet JM 

Callum Cousins JW 

Finley Goode JM 

Dylan Mence JS 



 

 

 

Skye Welsh, Amelie Larcheveque and Sean Wilsmore—year 7 receiving a Headteacher  
Commendation for their Christmas cards made in their Art lesson. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d ….. 



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success  

 

   

Ashley Stewart—Year 10 

In September Ashley took part in a shooting competition with the Army Cadets.  He was invited 
to join the team following some shooting training, where he was spotted. 
 
Ashley was the youngest of the team with all others aged 15-16. 
 
The team did really well and Ashley is proud of his achievement. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success cont’d.. 

 
Congratulations 
 
To Caitlin, who is a sixth form student and wellbeing  
advocate, for this achievement. 
 

After completing NCS (National Citizenship service) over  
summer I applied for a NCS graduate opportunity- joining 
the regional youth board.  
 
Out of all the applicants across England and Northern  
Ireland I am extremely grateful to have been chosen to 
represent Hertfordshire and Essex (East Anglia 2 region) 
with 10 other people from this region. This role involves 
encouraging and acting on social action within the region 
and hopefully expanding our ideas outside of the two 
counties, promoting NCS, and developing many skills 
such as leadership. It can also lead onto further roles 
such as working on a national scale or becoming a leader. 
 
Over half term I attended a 'kick-start' event at a  
conference centre in Milton Keynes for 5 days. This is 
where all 260 young people from all the regions across 
England and Northern Ireland met together. Here we  
received workshops, youth board training and many  
related activities.  
 

Most importantly, I had the privilege of meeting so many like-minded individuals each striving to make a 
positive impact in the world we live in!  
 
During kick-start I met all from the East Anglia 2 youth board where we got to know each other and  
discovered our passions. As a group we decided that for our social action we want to focus on helping 
homelessness, drug and knife crime, and mental wellbeing.  
 
We believe these will be great to tackle together because they all interlink. We will pursue this  
throughout the year (and further) by promoting our ideas and raising awareness. Our first and current 
project is the idea of a 'reverse advent calendar' in helping homelessness and those in need of essential 
items; (if you would like more details on this I will be happy to share). 
 
We hope that we are going to be able to deliver successful social action. I will be focusing on the  
Welwyn-Hatfield and possibly Stevenage area so it would be great to get the school involved with our 
upcoming ideas too!" 
Caitlin Desmond—year 12  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Good Luck to Brooke Rolph, Molly Rushbrooke and Isabella Smith for 
their Snow White Theatre performances this festive period. 

 



 

 

 Remembrance 

Monk’s Walk held a small ceremony around the flagpole to commemorate Armistice Day on 
Monday 11 November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Geography 

This term, M year have been introduced to Geography, which for many will be a completely new topic. 
Because this is an exciting time for the students, we are treating this year as an adventure and in  
lessons, the year 7s have undertaken a variety of creative activities with the aim of raising their  
awareness of the world around them and as well as getting them inspired for the year ahead. This unit  
culminated in an extended project called "Around the World in 60 Minutes". Students had to use what 
they had learnt so far this year to turn their table into one of the continents of the world and teach other 
students what they had learnt. M year did a brilliant job with some really creative work including  
costumes, models, songs and dances.  
 
We even saw role plays with characters including Sir David Attenborough, Donald Trump and Buddha. M 
year thoroughly enjoyed the task and put in lots of effort, setting themselves up well to learn more about 
the rest of the world in future geography lessons. A big thanks should also go to the parents of these  
students - we really appreciate the time you put in at home to support your children with these kinds of 
activities.  
 
Well done M year. 
 
Mr J Quilter 

                  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 History 

     
Welwyn Roman Baths 
On 17 October we visited the Roman Baths where we 
saw what type of bath they used, food they ate and 
games that they played. I learnt that some had to be 
thrown off of the streets because they would get so  
competitive. I really enjoyed all that we saw. 
Erin Currie—year 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 House News  

 
Recycling 
 
We've had the results back from the first half term of our bottle recycling house competition and 
the results are amazing! The picture shows the house scores but in just 8 weeks we've prevented 
just under 10,000 bottles going to landfill! Great effort everyone and keep it up - can we hit 
50,000 bottles for the full year? 
 



 

 

 House News cont’d.. 

 
House Drama 
 
A fantastic House Drama event was held this half term. Thank you so much to everyone who came. 
 
Results: 
Best actor/actress: Chloe Burog 
Best supporting actor/actress: Nathan Smith 
Best monologue/duologue: Evie Athill & Izzy Whelan 
Best group: Maya Coetzee, Finola McIntyre & Angel Ward 
Best concept: Chloe Burog, Ella Khan, Maddison Fairless-Bush, Skye Stewart & Jess Shindo 
 
Bell/Durrell: 1st place 
Kroto: 3rd place 
Carson: 4th place 
 
Mrs C White 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
House Computing 
 
Six of our students have been invited to take part in the 2020 Oxford Computing Challenge as they 
were in the top 10% of entrants nationally. 
 

 Connor Hazel KW 

 William Banks MN 

 Jack Jarvis LL 

 Sid Sweeney KA 

 Adam Jones KS 

 Seevan Ratha KA 
 
William Banks, Adam Jones and Adam Lewthwaite have also received a certificate for Best in School in 
each age category.   
 
Ms J Gainsford 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 House News cont’d... 

 
House Bake Off 

We had some amazing cakes that were entered into the House Bake Off, results as below: 
 
Durrell students through to the live final were: 
Amber Hawtin 
Madi Cook 
Beatrice Imbrea 

 
Kroto:  students through to the live final were: 
Eve William-Amos 
Chloe Palmer 

Bell: students through to the live final were: 
Jess Shindo 
Paige Howard 
Daisy Pomfret 

Carson: student through to the live final were: 
Kiri Mackennon 
Annabel Lakin 

With all the points added up the scores going into the live final were as follows:  
 
Durrell: 33 
Kroto: 28 
Carson: 35 
Bell: 29 
 
Thank you for all your support and the live final results can be viewed on the next page! 
 
Miss B Ashman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 House News cont’d…. 

 
House Bake Off Final results: 

Overall winner of the Bake Off was Eve William-Amos from Kroto House, in second place was Kiri 
MacKennon from Carson House and in third place was Beatrice Imbrea from Durrell House . 
 
However, combined with the scores from the entries and placing of all 8 finalists the overall house  
scores were: 
 
1st Carson 
2nd Durrell 
3rd Kroto 
4th Bell  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
                     1st place     2nd place    3rd place 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 iMedia 

 
 

Creative iMedia Trip to Sky Academy Studios 

Creative iMedia students in Year 10 and 11 have paid a visit to the state-of-the-art Sky Academy Studios 
in London as part of their Cambridge Nationals course. In small groups, students had the opportunity to 
work with talented professional studio staff in a bespoke TV studio.  

 

During the creation process, students got hands-on using some cutting-edge technology to create a news 
report on the pros and cons of social networking before gathering for a final screening of their work. 

 

There were plenty of chances to get involved in front and behind the scenes with students trying out a 
variety of roles from camera operator to scriptwriter and reporter to editor. After the hard work was done, 
students were able to experiment with the camera and green screen to create their own videos and  
photos as a memento of their experience.  
 

Students went home with their Sky lanyards complete with their on-set role written on them and a USB 
wristband containing their masterpiece. Before leaving though, a sneak peek inside the live recording of 
Sky Sports News to see how the professionals do it!  

 

“I feel it was really helpful in our understanding of the media industry, especially for anyone who wants to 
work in the media industry as a career”. Josh Hill HS 

 

“I loved standing in front of the camera – I felt famous!” Kira Hannibal HO 

 

“I want to work in the media industry when I’m older and this trip helped bring to life what a career in  
media could really look like.” Thomas Brown HS 
 

A huge thank you Mrs Gainsford and Ms Kendrick who organised the visits and Mrs Cotton, Mrs Mandall 
and Mrs Green who supported the Computing department on the trips. 

 
 



 

 

 K Year 

 
Miss Chilton is proud to celebrate the successes of the following K Year students: 
 
Students with the most positive attitude to learning, winning the following awards in our achievement  
assembly: 
 
Tilly Price: Computing and Science 
Carman Low: Art and French, 
Harmony Hill: English and Spanish  
Jessica Hnatiuk: PSHCE, Spanish and Geography 
Amy Sutterby: DT, Maths and French  
Maya Coetzee: Computing, PSHCE, Drama 
Brooke Rolph: DT, Maths, RE 
Dennis Schmitt: Geography and Drama 
Sid Sweeney: Drama and Geography 
Alfie Pickley: PSHCE and Maths  
Joe Forbes: Art and English 
Noel Skipper Toal: Spanish and RE  
 
Overall winner: Jonathan Stables- Art, Drama, Spanish and  RE 
 
Students making the most progress in lessons: 
 
Ellie Mattick KL Catherine Maddex KL Alfie Pickley KN Eve West KL Connie Kirby KA  
Millie Catlin-Turner KA Eve Williams Amos KL Alice Burr KO Adam Jones KS 
Amy Murphy KL Jasper Owen KO Sydney Robinson KW Hugo Stewart KW 
Jonathan Stables KA 
 
Students with the most commendations so far: 
 
Emma Read KM Ajla Causevic KS Finola McIntyre KW Jean Veasey KS Jessica Hnatiuk KL 
Connie Kirby KA Maya Coetzee KW Hawtin Amber KW Keiran Beard KW  
James Hnatiuk KW Amy Sutterby KO Sidney Sweeney KA Oliver Tucker KM  
Jonathan Stables KA Jean Coetzee KO Samuel Westcott KM 
 
I would also like to commend the following individuals: 
 
Jamie Katin and Ajla Causevic both in KS, for their work with Mr Evans on their individual independent 
projects on plastic in our environment and the history of WW2 respective, for which they each received a 
Headteacher's commendation. 
 
Emma Amos KS for her recent success and progress in trampoline club! 
 
Jessica Skilbeck KW for qualifying for cheerleading Summit in Florida May 2020! 
 
Harry Gatt for scoring an incredible hat trick in school football! 
 
It was amazing to see all the House bake off entries, so many wonderful ones for K year, a special well 
done to finalists: 
 
Amber Hawtin, Madi Cook, Chloe Palmer, Kiri Mackennon and the overall winner Eve Williams-Amos.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 K Year cont’d.. 

 
We had the opportunity to send a group of students on an incredible tour of The Harry Potter studios. The 
students were a credit to the school and impressed the staff at the centre. We hope you make your mark 
in the media biz: 
 
Lukeanyo Badejo KO Curtis Chanakira KO Darien Facey KS Aiden Fernandez KK 
Amanda Lawrence KK Carman Low KA Tia Malone KO Ayooluwa Ogunjinrin KM 
Sydney Robinson KW and Byron Shand KK. 
 
Our senior buddies have been doing a wonderful job, supporting the new M Year students as well as  
taking the responsibility of guiding around prospective new in year students on our Open Mornings. The 
Headteacher said: 'A big thank you to everyone for supporting the open mornings.  We had 112 families 
this week with amazing feedback from parents and children. Huge congratulations also to the K Year 
guides, we received lots of praise for the guides from parents’. 
 
Thank you to everyone who gave up their time to guide prospective families around on our open evening 
we could not make it such a success without you! My star K Year guides on the evening and in school 
tours have been: 
 
Brooke Rolph KK, Lucie Kern KK, Lucy Sugg KK, Weronika Kiwiatowska KK, George Carr KN,  
Ben Clarke KN, Emma Read KM and Marsha Payne KM 
 
Students who stood out taking part in spreading the K year Kindness at the selfie stall were: Leo Roche, 
Elise Miller and Jean Veasey in KS.  
 
Logged recently for kind behaviour were: Leo Barritt KA, Darien Facey KS, Connor Hazel KW, Luke Karai 
KA and James Maskrey KN! 
 
 
Keep up the KINDNESS! 
 
Miss H Chilton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 J Year 

 
Work Experience Year 10  6th -10th July 2020  

As part of the careers programme all the year 10 students are all expected to undertake a week of work 

experience. The students were given an assembly by Careers leader Mr Moore to outline the planning 

and expectations of the work experience week.  

This is a significant event in their education at Monk’s Walk and gives all of the students the chance to 

experience 5 days in the world of work. The primary objective of the week is for the students to go and 

experience a place of work. Whilst some students will have an idea of a career path that they would like 

to pursue it is not always possible to obtain a placement in their chosen field. There are many interesting 

and exciting opportunities in a wide variety of businesses and it is an excellent opportunity for students to 

gain an experience in something that that they had not originally viewed as a possible career.  

As we approach the start of 2020 the students can start to consider their options by using YC Herts  

database hcc.learnaboutwork.net or start planning their own placements. Over the years there have been 

many interesting and varied placements and no doubt 2020 will include new opportunities for our year 10 

students. 

 

Should you have any queries regarding work experience for your son or daughter please contact: 
 
Mr G Moore   
Careers Leader 
gamoore@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 H Year  

 
H Year trip to New York October half term. 

 

 



 

 

 H Year cont’d 

 
New York cont’d.. 

 

 



 

 

 KS5 Mathematics 

 
KS5 Maths – what a busy and successful term! 

A lot’s happened this term for KS5 Mathematicians, as the Department goes from strength to strength: 

23 Year 12 students attended a ‘Maths Inspiration’ event in Cambridge, listening to sessions from some of the 

country’s top Mathematicians and how they use and apply Maths in the real world.   

Thank you Mrs Uppal and Mrs Furness for driving them, and to Miss Cotton for accompanying. 

 

58 of our Year 11 – 13’s sat the UKMT (United Kingdom Mathematics Trust) Senior individual Maths Challenge 
this year.  The following awards were achieved: 

Gold: 

Year 13: Harry Pikesley 
Year 12: Daniel Lakin, Tymon Krol, Rosalind Law, Sophie Blanch 
Year 11: Zac Owen, Jonathan Shindo (This is a phenomenal achievement for these two Year 11 pupils at such a 
young age – well done!) 
 
Those who achieved Gold went through to the next ‘Kanagroo’ round – we’re awaiting the results! 

 

Silver: 

Year 13: Nicholas Frangoudi, Michal Wozniak, Max Chambers, Aileen Wilson, Jake Miles, Aidan Lovett, Nathan 

Thorp 

Year 12: Oliver Youell, Joyce Steytler, David Forcada, Rachel Merry, James Adams, Luke Mathes 

 

Bronze: 

Year 13: Megan Moss, Omar Bah, Josef Clare, Abigail Wilson, Olufunso Oduwole, Benjamin Godfrey, Jamie 

Searle, Chris Wadey 

Year 12: Matthew Dixon, Fraija Williams, Michael Levin, Emma Jones, Oliver Green, Oliver Mileson, Chiara Szita, 

Paige Petro, Grace Foster 

Year 11: Neusha Karshenas, Oliver Dorn 

 

Three of our Year 12 Further Mathematicians (Nicole Rix, Sophie Blanch and Joyce Steytler) entered UKMT 

Mathematical Olympiad for Girls, and were able to show off their abilities. 

Two of our Year 12’s (Daniel Lakin and Rosalind Law) and two of our Year 13’s (Max Chambers and Harry 

Pikesley) entered the UKMT Senior Team Maths Challenge against 21 other teams, and performed very well 

against lots of tough competition. 

Five of our Year 12 Further Maths students attended a day’s Problem Solving conference in the University of 

Cambridge’s Centre for Mathematical Sciences, exploring the possibility of applying to one of the top Universities. 

A number of Year 12’s are also undertaking Maths based MOOC (Massive Open On-line Course)’s, such as  

Imperial College’s ‘How to get an A* in Maths’. 

 

We also hosted an Advanced Mathematics Support Programme Network Meeting for local Maths teachers – with 

all of the Monk’s Walk’s Maths A Level teachers in attendance, it gave us a superb opportunity to share resources 

and learn from others’ experiences. 

Mrs Rayment 

Maths KS5 Co-ordinator 

 

 

   



 

 

 MFL  

 
Paris - October 2019 (L year trip) 

On Friday 17th of Octobre, some students from L year travelled by coach to Dover. We were heading 
for Paris.  We arrived at school at 5:30 in the morning and got on the coach. It was très froid. When got 
to France, we went to a small town with a chocolaterie. It was assez petite but it was still very  
interesting. We got to try some cocoa.  

 
 
The next day, we woke up bright and early and hopped on the coach to Paris. We stopped in front of 
the Musée d’Orsay and got off the coach. We had a competition to see who could find certain pieces of 
artwork first. Afterwards, we ate our lunch while having a coach tour around Paris. We saw lots of  
famous French tourist attractions such as Cleopatra’s needle and La Tour Eiffel. Then onto the  
Sacré-cœur and watched a couple marry. It was so adorable. Then, we went to the hypermarché and 
then we went back to where we were staying and had some absolutely delicious dinner. After dinner, 
we had an evening activity crêpe making! 
 

On Sunday, we woke up and travelled back to Paris on the coach on our way to the Eiffel Tower. Once 
we had our tickets, we started climbing. Step after step after step until we finalement got to the first 
floor. We did a bit of shopping and got a snack before we carried on to the second floor. On the second 
floor, there was another gift shop and an amazing view. We took some pictures and then climbed down 
to the bottom again. Aprѐs, we ate our lunch of baguettes and crisps and then went on a boat tour on 
the river seine. It was trѐs passionnant because we saw the Notre Dame and the Eiffel tower again. 
This time, we could say that we had been up there. When we got off the boat, we went to the Stade de 
France and went into the changing rooms. We saw the massage tables and the hot tub along with the 
mini fridges and showers. We went through the players’ tunnel and stood next to the field where the 
footballeurs play. We weren’t allowed on the grass because the gardener is very strict and likes to keep 
the grass nice and new. We were trѐs fatigués and had done lots of walking at this point, so after we 
went to the gift shop, we got on the coach and went back to where we were staying for our last night in 
France. 

As soon as we woke up, we could hear all the teachers outside calling into all the rooms for the  
bedding. We only had deux heures to pack our suitcase, get ready and eat breakfast before we started 
heading home to England. It was assez tard when we got back to school and saw all of our parents 
waiting for us. The trips was extrêmement amusant and a great experience.  
 

Heather Clarke, LA and Henry Hayes, LS 

 



 

 

 Music  

 

 
Massive well done to all the students who performed and helped out with the St John’s Church  
Christmas Concert. It was a huge success.   
Miss J Rotchell 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Messages from Monk’s Walk School Parents. 

 
I was blown away by the Jazz performance what a talented group of young people especially the lead singer I will 
keep my eye out for him I have a feeling you have a star in the making . 
 
I loved the songs picked they were perfect to put a different spin on the normal songs chosen, I look forward to 
next years performance. 

 
Please would you pass on my thanks to your colleagues of the music department for putting on a fantastic  
community choir concert at St John The Evangelist church last night.  
 
It was clear how hard the Monk’s Walk staff and students had worked in their rehearsals as their performances 
were excellent.  The head of music coordinated the event brilliantly incorporating some of the local primary 
schools (one of which my youngest daughter Emma attends).  Emma loved being a part of the evening and it was 
inspiring for her to see the Monks Walk children playing their own instruments and singing so well .   
 
All the children should be very proud of themselves.   
 



 

 

 Music cont’d.. 

 
Monk’s Walk School choir performing at Centre Parcs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 Science 

 
Science year 7 pupil parent evening  

 

On the evening of Thursday 21st November over 40 M year students and their parents attended a  
parent pupil evening run by the science department. Pupils 
and their parents were given the opportunity to work  
collaboratively on a chemistry investigation in four of our  
science labs.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The students and parents were investigating how the surface area of marble chips affects the rate of a 
chemical reaction. They did this by measuring the volume of carbon 
dioxide produced during the reaction.  Members of the science  
department ran these sessions with the focus being on the skills taught 
in science during 
the year 7 year of  
adventure. Some of 
the skills  
demonstrated  
during the evening  
included safety, 
practical, the  
scientific method 
and data collection. 
 

 

 
 
The evening ended with an exciting bang when  

students experienced the hydrogen balloons  

bursting. 

 

 A huge success, the evening was fun, enjoyable and informative! 

 
Miss B McMurray 



 

 

 Science cont’d.. 

 
On 22 November, many of the A level biology  
students, Mrs Hazon and Dr Kenyon went to the 
Apollo Theatre in London to watch some biology 
lectures. Some of the topics talked about were  
antibiotic resistance, the teenage brain, genes and 
epigenetics. We even found out that everyone with 
any European descent is related to King Edward III!  
 
It was a really interesting day and we learnt lots 
about topics outside of our specification as well as 
some exam tips and tricks.  
 
India Thomas-Year 12 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

A Level Physics Live—Savoy Theatre 

We had six amazing physicists telling us all about their areas of interest. These included a brilliant talk 
about plastic electronics focusing on how oled TV's are made, which included my favourite fact of the 
day that ”1 plastic bottle can make 411 oled TV's". Another fascinating talk by the former astronomer 
royal was on outer space, including whether aliens could exist. 
 
Our last talk of the day was by a quantum biologist called Jim Al-Khalili who managed rather  
impressively, to explain quantum mechanics to a room full of A-level students and all the current  
theories on why fundamental particles act in certain ways. 
 
I really enjoyed the day and was left intrigued by all of the physics being discussed, making me curious 
about the next theory and shifting my perception of our world. Who knows? Maybe in ten years it might 
be me speaking. 
 
Amy Street - Year 13 
 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 Sports News 

 
Rugby Leaders 2019/20 

Monk's Walk Saracens rugby leaders pick up their awards from Head teacher Kate Smith. Following a 
training programme delivered by Saracens the Rugby leaders completed 10 hours of community  
leadership and officiating during the Rugby World cup through a series of festivals held at Welwyn RFC. 
The events that saw over 400 local primary children take part were run by the leaders and a great  
success. 
 
The leaders developed their communication and management skills and refereed very competitive 
games with great skill and enthusiasm. The students are looking forward to the six nations events 
planned for February 2020. 

 

 

 

   

   

   

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

A reminder of where to get the PE sweatshirts from. 

Henry Tilly Website - www.htsports.co.uk 
 
All clothing is delivered to school and the PE department hand it out. 

 

Please be aware that clothing other than the listed PE kit will be asked to be removed. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Mrs S Steadman 
 
 

 

 

http://www.htsports.co.uk


 

 

 Sports News cont’d.. 

 
 

U12 reach the 2nd round of the ESFA cup and Georgia Stanway is impressed. 

The Year 7 girls put on an amazing spectacle in their first game as a team.  They beat The UCL  

Academy with a thumping 6-0 win and even shared their sweets with the opposition at the end of the 

game. 

 

Ambassador of the ESFA Girls’ cup Georgia Stanway even tweeted a ‘Well done’ to the girls. 

We are due to play Shenfield High or Royal Docks Academy in our next round. 

Well done girls, super proud of you. 

 

Miss S Steadman 

 

     

    

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tennis 
 
The Girls Senior Tennis team were drawn to play St Albans, Queenswood and Wycombe Abbey. The 
managed to beat the current defending National Champions Queenswood on a championship tie-break 
which was phenomenal. They then lost against the other opponents due to an injured player pulling 
out. The girls involved were Madeline Wells, Ellie Hume, Erin Howard, Sophia Sutcliffe and Laura  
Forcada. (pics on twitter) 
 
The boys Senior Tennis team travelled to Watford Grammar School and managed to complete  
comprehensive victories over them and John Warner. The following day we played Sandringham and 
beat them comfortably too. They will progress onto the knockout stage for the first time ever. 
The boys involved were Sam Thomas, Dougall Wise, David Forcada, Ed Sanders, Harry Watts, Oliver 
Green and Ben Crooks. 
(Pics on twitter) 



 

 

 Sports News cont’d... 

 
Football 
 
The Year 7's have done well this season, especially the B side who reached the county cup quarter 
finals and ESFA 3rd round. 
 
The Elite cup saw a narrow defeat to Wilson's School from Sutton. The A team also had early losses 
due to tough draws away to Verulam and Dr Challoners. They begin their district cup after Christmas. A 
massive thank you to Mr Maddams and Mr Quilter who give up a huge amount of time to provide  
fixtures and training for the boys, without them it would be impossible to do so much. 
 
The Year 8's have also had success of a different kind. They won the District Futsal tournament and 
will represent the district in the county finals. They are through to the County Plate 2nd Round after 
beating Marlborough. They also progressed in the ESFA elite cup and are due to play local rivals  
Richard Hale. 
 
After beating Ridgeway in the ESFA cup they lost to Beaumont so they will finish off their district  
fixtures after Christmas. 
 
Another huge thank you to Mr Casley who has given up a lot of time to take fixtures and training. 
 
The Year 9's were the team that got the furthest through the ESFA cup going on to lose to Kingsdale in 
the 4th round. They were narrowly beaten in the district futsal finals by a team they beat in the group 
stage. They will start their quest to retain their district title after Christmas. 
 
The year 10's are still in the ESFA B team cup and due to play in the final week of term. Some good 
performances this season but the results have been lacking. They are top of the table in the district cup 
with more matches to take place after Christmas. 
 
The senior team have had a mixed year, losing to the better teams but winning some tough B team cup 
matches. 
 
They will be playing a game a week after Christmas so players need to be aware of upcoming games. 
 

Table Tennis 
 
All for age groups qualified for the County finals this week. The Year 7 and 8 Boys just narrowly  
finished 3rd in their group and missed out on a semi-final. The girls had some narrow losses in their 
group stage and failed to get out of the group. In the afternoon session a relatively new and young 
boys’ team took on much more older and experienced teams and were unable to qualify. The girls lost 
narrowly to 2 teams in the final game of each match so finished 3rd in the County and received their 
medals. The team was Samadhi Udamulla (won all 12 games she played), Sophia Sutcliffe, Annabel 
Lakin and Christie Dunbar. (Pic is on Twitter). 
 
Remember that Table Tennis club is every Thursday at Lunch in the gym with Mr Gillon. 
 

Badminton 
 
Both boys’ teams qualified for the county finals this week and it proved a much stiffer test for the young 
team who were playing against boys 2 years older them. Some encouraging performances which 
should hold them in good stead for next year. The older age group had a very tough group and  
managed to finish 4th in the group. 
 
Remember that Badminton Club is every Wednesday at Lunch in the gym with Miss Simpkin. 
 
Mr R Gillon 



 

 

 Sports News cont’d…. 

 
Former pupil and former member of staff Kerri Brennan has had an  

astonishing year. 

The really good start to the New Year for Kerri was last Christmas when the 

head of GB Synchronised swimming sent an email inviting 4 of her swimmers 

along to Beacon Games training. This is a very prestigious event that could well 

lead a swimmer to GB selection. Kerri arranged a meeting and got swimmers 

and parents on board as it’s a big commitment. They started their extra training. 

 

Kerri also had 1 mixed duet Kiara J from Monk’s Walk School and Maxwell from 

Nobel School to compete nationally in Gloucester. The duet won Gold with a great score. Next on 

Kerri’s agenda was British Champs another national event for the 15 years and over. Kerri had 2  

swimmers. Both swam brilliantly against GB athletes. It was televised and a real big stage to show off 

their synchro knowledge. Kerri returned even more determined that 2020 would see her enter several 

duets and solos and a team. Next national event to prepare for was Combo cup at London Aquatic 

Centre. Bigger teams than ever before. Kerri had enough swimmers to enter 3 x full squads of 10. The 

entire club. 

 

Our division 1 team 13-18 Dragons came away with a silver in a category of over 20 other teams. The 

Division 2 13-18 squad swam in the hardest category of the day and achieved a bronze. It was Kerri’s 

hardest and fastest choreographed routine to date, they swam against 20 other teams from all around 

the UK. Finally 12 and under brought home a Gold in a smaller section in Division 2. That was an 

amazing day. Every single club swimmer took home a medal. Not many clubs can declare that. All that 

remained was for our Master swimmers 18 years to attend their Nationals in November at Crawley. 

The team achieved a Gold. Kerri swum in this team, she also entered a duet with partner Lucy and won 

another Gold. Then her solo she pulled together to 'make people smile' came and got an impressive 

silver. What a year, but it was about to take another turn. Kerri was contacted again by GB Coach  

Karen Thorpe to invite 3 of Kerri’s swimmers to GB trials. This was beyond Kerri's wildest dreams. With 

additional training at Monk’s Walk pool she prepared her trio and took them to Bristol 2 weeks ago. It 

was hard work Kerri learnt much about the international stage, and whatever the outcome everyone will 

have had an amazing day.  

 

A week after Trials Kerri got the call one of her athletes Maxwell had made GB talent Squad 2020. Max 
and Kerri were thrilled. The Olympic dream Max has always had really isn’t such a pipe dream. In 
amongst this phenomenal year Kerri managed to pass all her Skill grades as a swimmer to Silver level, 
one of only 2 people in the country to do so. She has now qualified herself to compete at British 
Champs this year. What an inspiration. All this whilst running her own successful business. GB head 
coach Karen Thorpe has approached Kerri about coaching with in the GB hub club as well.  

Miss S Steadman 



 

 

 Wellbeing 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
On Academic Review Day you may have seen the Wellbeing desk offering support and guidance to 
students and their families.  Wellbeing is all about looking after our mental health as well as our  
physical health.  As you would try to have 5 portions of fruit and veg a day and exercise regularly to 
keep your body healthy we also have to think about how to keep our minds healthy.  The 5 steps to 
Wellbeing is an excellent guide to help us to do that.  If you would like more information about the  
support we offer students at Monk's Walk please contact me on cw@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Have a fabulous festive break. 
 
Mrs C White 
Wellbeing Lead 
 



 

 

 Wellbeing cont’d.. 

 
The Wellbeing Award 

This time last year we decided to look at the many things we offer staff and students at Monk’s Walk in 
terms of Wellbeing and compare that against what is required to achieve the Wellbeing Award for 
Schools https://www.awardplace.co.uk/award/was. We have spent the best part of the last two terms 
reviewing our processes in response to the parent, teacher and pupil surveys we sent out last year as 
well as consulting parents at last year’s parent forum. As you will see from the articles in this newsletter 
we are sharing a lot more of what we do on social media and through our Wisepay and SIMS parent 
app. We hope that this level of communication helps you all to keep up to date on what we are doing.  
As a result of the work we have been doing towards the Wellbeing award, here are a few of the things 
we have done and some of the things we have yet to do but are looking forward to in the coming 
months. For a more detailed look at our development and communication plan feel free to take at look 
at our website on our wellbeing and resilience page. https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/510/
wellbeing-resilience. 
 
 
 

 Our Anti Bullying Ambassadors and Anti Bullying Week (11th 15th November 2019) 

In the summer term of last year we took 10 young people to Marriotts School in 
Stevenage to be trained as anti-bullying ambassadors through the Diana Award  

https://diana-award.org.uk/anti-bullying/ . Upon return the group quickly met to  
determine how they would like to operate and which events they wanted to run this 
academic year. Our first main event was during the week beginning November 11 
Anti-bullying week. As a group, the ambassadors were keen not just to educate 
about bullying and raise awareness of the issues but to promote kindness, a key 
value we promote often at Monk’s Walk School. The week centred around a daily 
photo booth where young people were encouraged to step outside of their comfort 
zone and have a photo taken of themselves and their friends holding a whiteboard 
declaring something personal about themselves that they are proud of. Photos 

were then developed and displayed for others to add kind comments to post it notes and stick them on the photo 
or photos of their choice. This event was really well attended with over 200 students having photos taken and a 
similar number posting kind comments. Staff also took part and you can see some of the pictures below. Other 
events planned for this year include LGBTQ+ history month in February and a house poster competition in April.  
         

Wellbeing activities we have enjoyed doing this 
year 

Wellbeing activities we look forward to in the 
future 

  
Setting up our antibullying ambassadors from 
years 7-13 and our first event during anti-
bullying week in November. 
  
Improving our social media presence with 
#wellbeingwednesdays 
  
Anti-bullying week – True Selfie photo booth. 
  
Yoga and Fitness sessions for staff 
  
Range of assemblies designed around values 
that promote positive mental health and  
wellbeing. 
  
Wellbeing table at ARD and ARD follow up for 
information and to request follow up  
conversations about wellbeing. 
  

  
Wellbeing parent forum January 16 and Feb 6 
on spotting the signs of anxiety and strategies 
for improving mental health. 
  
LGBTQ+ history month (Feb 2020) 
  
House Poster competition – raising awareness 
and understanding of bullying behaviour and 
what to do. 
  
Greater visual awareness of wellbeing and 
mental health around school. 
  
Access to more staff training through Mind-Ed. 
  
LGBTQ+ support group. 
  

https://www.awardplace.co.uk/award/was
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/510/wellbeing-resilience
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/510/wellbeing-resilience
https://diana-award.org.uk/anti-bullying/


 

 

 Wellbeing cont’d... 

 

 

  

 Wellbeing Wednesdays 

Like and follow our page on facebook. It couldn’t be easier, just search Monk’s Walk School – Official. 
Every Wednesday for the past half term we have been posting well being related posts on  
Wednesdays in our #wellbeingwednesday feature. From information to support year 11 students cope 
with the pressure of their exams to sharing what we are doing with our year 7s in our resilience  
programme in school, there will hopefully be something for everyone. If you like what you read, why not 
share the post with your friends on your timeline? 
    

    

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Introducing just some of the Sixth Form Wellbeing 
Advocates who are working closely with Mrs White 
to support students.  They currently run a 
lunchtime board game club on a Tuesday.  Please 
contact Mrs White if you would like further  
information on this club. 
 
Mrs C White 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Wellbeing cont’d…. 

 
 

 Wellbeing Parent Forums - Hosted by Sharon Lawton 

In order to help parents equip themselves with a tool kit of strategies to help identify the early signs of 
anxiety in children and to help them build resilience and positive mental health, we have planned two 
parent forum events next half term. Our 1 hour sessions on Thursday January 16 and Thursday  
February 6 are designed to compliment each other but also exist as stand alone sessions too so you 
will not feel you can’t attend one if you can’t commit to both. As parents we are more confident in  
dealing with our children’s physical health than we are treating their mental health.  

 
Our expert facilitator Sharon Lawton (https://www.natural-flair.com/our-facilitators) – a personal  
performance and NLP coach will help us with a presentation that is guaranteed to enlighten, engage 
and educate enabling you to leave with strategies ready to implement at home. We feel that resilience 
is one of the most important traits a child can develop and it is what we do at home as well as in school 
that will help promote this.  

 
If you are considering coming to these events, please let us know by emailing  
admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk but don’t worry if you can’t make it, we are hoping to broadcast this 
event on our facebook page live on both evenings.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.natural-flair.com/our-facilitators
mailto:admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone  

Monk’s Walk School Council  

I am pleased to announce the Monk’s Walk School Council for 2019-20. Congratulations to the  

following students; 

 

Student voice is important to us at Monk’s Walk and we have had a very busy start to the year  

looking at several key issues that affect us within school and also as a wider community. These  

include; 

 

 meeting with representatives from Welwyn Hatfield Council about local and national priorities 

such as mental health, equality and the environment 

 setting high expectations as a school on attendance and punctuality 

 taking part in training on how to be part of an effective student panel  

 using rewards to encourage positive behaviour and learning habits 

 how we can get more involved in National and International celebrations and initiatives, and  

 looking at how we can encourage and enhance wellbeing within the school 

Parental Engagement  

At Monk’s Walk we recognise the importance of parental involvement and the crucial role it plays in 

the achievement of our students. With this in mind we arrange several opportunities where we can 

come together to discuss our students, learn from each other’s experiences and seek guidance from 

industry experts in a range of different areas. This term we have arranged and hosted several 

events including: 

Bounce Forward Resilience programme, 14th Oct – 18th November; six evening workshops  

focusing on building resilience within your child. This is an annual programme we run due to  

overwhelmingly positive parental feedback. This year our parents said the programme “was very 

safe and supportive”, “informed me how best to support my children and enabled me to think about 

different ways to tackle difficult situations” and “was reassuring, helpful and thought provoking”. 

 

Gaming and e-safety, by Richard Maskrey, 21st November; a very informative presentation offer-

ing advice, guidance and practical solutions about staying safe online. Please visit our website,  

under the key information and pastoral tab, and see the e-safety factsheet for helpful tips on keeping 

your child safe online.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year Group School Council members 

M Year Taylor Woodham and Sophia Ahmadi 

L Year Sam Bishop and Lily Bishop 

K Year Brooke Rolph and Leo Mjalti 

J Year Alicia Thacker and Toby Steedman 

Sixth Form India Thomas, Ellie Hume and Ella Eve 



 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone cont’d.. 

Academic Review Day, 28th November, an excellent day discussing your child’s  
progress and achievement, with over 98% parental attendance. 
 
Following on from these very successful events we have three more parent forum evenings that I 
would highly recommend to you: 
 

 Thursday 16th January and Thursday 6th February; Wellbeing and spotting the signs of  

          anxiety with award-winning personal performance expert Sharon Lawton. 

 Thursday 7th May; Careers education and planning for your future with Mr Haynes, Assistant 

Headteacher. 
 
If you would like to attend any or all of these events, or have any suggestions about future parent 
forum themes, please contact me at the school on befarlo@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk or  
admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 
 
Mr B Farlow 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you interested in becoming a teacher? 

Monk’s Walk School is a member of the Alban Federation partnership that organise routes into  
teaching. Each year the Federation trains a large number of adults (55 trainees are currently  
following the programme in 2019/20), either straight from University or as career changers, and 
places them in a host school for the year to enable them to complete their training and gain  
Qualified Teacher Status. All applications are submitted through UCAS (the University Admission  
System) and the application window is now open for courses starting in September 2020. Courses 
are available in both Primary and Secondary programmes, with salaries or bursaries available for 
suitably qualified candidates in many subjects. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a teacher and would like general advice or specific guidance as to 
how to apply, please feel free to contact Tamara Kirk (takirk@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk) or the Alban 
Federation team via email via afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk or by phone on 01727 
799560 Ext217. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Food Bank 
 
Thank you for your 452.43kg of generous  
donations for the foodbank during November. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:takirk@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
mailto:afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Parent Zone 
 Parent Zone cont’d... 

 
Nearly new uniform sale Saturday 25 January 2020 

Time: 10:30-11:30am 

Where: A Block, dining area 

Please note we no longer accept school trousers and white shirts. 

Items requested/on sale are: 

Blazer £8 
Football boots £8 
Jumper £5 
Skirt £5 
PE shirt or shorts/skort £5 
Rugby shirts £5 
MW tracksuits £5 
Jumper £2 
Ties £1 
Socks £1 

Cash only accepted. 

We are always grateful to receive any of the above items; used but in good and clean condition. 
Please leave all items at Reception. 

MWPTFA 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Design and Technology 
 
Thank you for your kind donations to our Textiles department at the end of last year. The Textiles 
department are now looking for plain coloured cotton (e.g. sheets, duvet covers, pillow cases etc) to 
use in their projects with the lower school. If you have any spare that are not being used, please  
donate to the Textiles room in E2.  
 
 
Also Food Technology would be most grateful for your empty washing up  and soap bottles. 
Thank you. 
 
DT Department 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

  

Diary Check 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the diary dates are correct at the time of publication but are subject to change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

Date Month Event 

6 January Term starts 

6 January Y13 Trial Exams Begin 

9 January Y9 Options Evening 

7:00pm 

15 January Y13 Trial Exams End 

23 January Y11 Consultation  

Evening 4:00-7:00pm 

31 January Deadline for Sixth Form 

Applications from Y11 

6 February Parent Form 6:30pm 

12 February Y13 Parents Evening 

4:00-7:00pm 

17-21 February Half Term 



 

 

 Getting to know……. 

Name: Miss Pamela Alden 

Job Title: Teacher of English 

Joined Monk’s Walk: September 2019 

 

 

What has been your best memory of your 

first half term at Monk’s Walk? 

 

Meeting all the lovely staff members of the 

English department. 

 

Would you say you are more of an  

extrovert or introvert? 

 

Introvert. 

 

Are you into podcasts or do you listen to 

music? 

 

Music. 

 

Was the last thing you read digitally or in 

print? 

 

Dear Mrs Bird in print. 

 

What was your favourite age growing up? 

 

18 

 

What are your hobbies and how did you get 

into them? 

 

Yoga and going to the gym in general. I have 

always been to the gym as a way to relax. 

What was the best vacation you ever took 

and why? 

 

 

My honeymoon because it was a really  

carefree time. 

Where is the next place on your travel 

bucket list and why? 

 

 

Italy as we love it and also the food. 



 

 

 Have a go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monk’s Walk School 

 

Your donations make a BIG difference 

to local people in crisis. 
Hatfield foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust’s UK wide foodbank network. 

Registered Charity Number: 1174288  |  Registered in England and Wales 

for supporting Hatfield Foodbank.  

You generously gave 452.43kg of food. 
 







 

 

              TERM TIME ACTIVITIES 

The Galleria Outlet Centre

SEND GIRLS Group (+12yrs)  1st Tuesday of

the month 5pm-7pm 

SEND BOYS Group (+12yrs) 3rd Tuesday of

the month 5pm-7pm

CODING & MINECRAFT  (8+yrs) weekends

and holidays. Siblings welcome.

 

ACTIVITIES FOR SEND CHILDREN AND

SIBLINGS

Gosling Sports Centre

TRAMPOLINING (+ 6yrs) 4th Tuesday of the

month 4pm-5pm 

Birchwood Leisure Centre

Weekly 

HOMESCHOOLERS  (+8yrs) Wednesdays

11:15-12:15 

MULTI SPORTS (+6yrs) Thursdays 4pm-5pm 

Breaks Manor

STAY & PLAY SEND Child (+6yrs). 3rd

Saturday of the month 10am-12pm 

 

Plus... CYCLING, JUDO, YOGA, WELLBEING

EVENTS, LEGO  ROBOTS, SOFT PLAY, ARTS

& CRAFTS, POTTERY PAINTING  and more!!

 

Times and dates are subject to change.

ALWAYS  check our website/social media

pages please. Bookings can be made via

www.esr.potentialkids.org

 

 

LEARN 

BE INSPIRED
GROW

BE ACTIVE 
CONNECT

 
We increase self-esteem

and confidence,  by creating

a sense of belonging

 

 

 
We promote wellbeing

through our physical  and

therapeutic activit ies

Social Activities and Training for Neurodiverse
Children (autism/adhd & related conditions),

their Siblings and Families

 BE
YOU

 CONTACT US
 

OUR VENUES
 

 
Email: info@potentialkids.org

www.potentialkids.org
 

GALLERIA OUTLET CENTRE
Old Management Suite, The
Galleria Outlet Centre, Comet
Way, Hatfield, Herts AL10 0XR
 
BREAKS MANOR, Link Drive,
Hatfield, Herts AL10 8TP
 
ROE HILL HALL Briars Lane,
Hatfield, Herts AL10 8EY
 
GOSLING SPORTS CENTRE
Stanborough Road, Welwyn Garden
City, Herts AL8 6XE
 
JIM MCDONALDS CENTRE High
View, Hatfield, Herts AL10 8HR

 
Registered Charity: 1182917

BE
ACTIVE

Supporting Young People to achieve

their full Potential in an inclusive and

safe environment

 BE
KIND

 BE
CREATIVE

potential_kidspotential_kidsPotential Kids

 BE
SAFE

 
Our inclusive,  safe,

supportive environment

actively encourages

everyone to be themselves

 



 

School Consulting Ltd is registered in England no.11388425 

 

 

 

Useful eSafety Information for Parents  

Apple – the way to secure your phone is to follow the instructions from Apple to restrict its use 

➢ https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304 

Android – there are several options 

Dinner Time Plus – third party app which lets parents remotely control children’s devices 

➢ https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.zerodesktop.appdetox.dinnertimeplus  

➢ or https://tinyurl.com/dinnertimeplus  

Family Link – a Google app which allows users of Android 7.0 or higher devices to regulate the use of 

their children’s devices 

➢ https://families.google.com/familylink/  

Galaxy Kids Mode (if you have a Samsung device) 

➢ https://kidsmode.samsung.com/mode/en/manual.do 

Links and resources 

• Barnardo’s: Child Safety On The Internet 
• Childnet: Internet Safety for Young People 
• CEOP: Internet Safety – report an online safeguarding concern 
• Kidsmart: Support For Children, Parents & Professionals 
• ThinkUKnow: CEOP Centre For Internet Safety 
• UK Safer Internet Centre 
• NSPCC NetAware: Website Information For Parents 
• Parent Zone: Information for a Digital Family Life 
• Parent Port: Make a Complaint 
• Internet Matters – can help you to set up your devices safely 
• Roblox Parental Controls 
• Fortnite setup 
• PEGI – Pan European Game Information – age restrictions, parental controls 
• Kids phone reviews / latest good value phones 
• Reporting someone on Instagram 
• SIM Swap Scam 
• National Crime Agency – County Lines 

 

Are you worried about online abuse or the way someone has been communicating 
online? 

Contact the police directly on 101 or create a report using www.ceop.police.uk for less urgent cases. 

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.zerodesktop.appdetox.dinnertimeplus
https://tinyurl.com/dinnertimeplus
https://families.google.com/familylink/
https://kidsmode.samsung.com/mode/en/manual.do
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what_we_do/barnardos_today/resources_internet_safety.htm
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.ceop.police.uk/
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/young-people/resources-11-19s
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://parentzone.org.uk/
http://www.parentport.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/roblox/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEnl8jGSBCg
https://www.pegi.info/
https://www.techadvisor.co.uk/test-centre/mobile-phone/best-kids-phones-3647555/#toc-3647555-2
https://www.expertreviews.co.uk/mobile-phones/1405428/best-kids-phone-best-handset-for-child
https://www.facebook.com/help/instagram/192435014247952?helpref=faq_content
https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/bills/article-6867693/No-mobile-phone-signal-two-hours-stop-SIM-swap-fraud.html
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/drug-trafficking/county-lines
http://www.ceop.police.uk/


Our programmes are 
quality assured  

  

PARENTING 

COURSES 
Delivering courses to parents as part of the Targeted Parenting 

Support Fund on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council 

Spring Term 2020 
 

We offer the following 6 

week courses across 

Hertfordshire: 

• Talking Families  

• Talking Teens 

• Talking Dads 

• Understanding 

behaviour in your child 

with additional needs. 

• Understanding your 

child on the Autistic 

Spectrum 

‘It was a brilliant course and has 

made a huge difference’ 

To be eligible to attend 

parents should be engaged 

with Targeted Partnership, 

Intensive Family Support or 

Safeguarding and Specialist 

Services. 

07512 709556 

bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk 

FIND US ON THE HCC  

PARENTING DIRECTORY 





























Term Dates  

September 2020 - July 2021 

2020 – Autumn Term 

 Inset Day Tuesday 1st September 

 Term starts Wednesday 2nd September for Year 7, 12 & 13  

 Term starts Thursday 3rd September for years 8-11 

 Open Evening Thursday 8th October – school closes at lunchtime 

 Inset Day Friday 9th October – School closed to students 

 Half Term Monday 26th to Friday 30th October 

 Academic Review Day 1 Thursday 26th November 

 Occasional Day Monday 30th November – School Closed 

 Term ends Friday 18th December – school closes at 11.45am 

 

2021 – Spring Term 

 Term starts Monday 4th January 

 Half Term Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 

 Academic Review Day 2 Thursday  25th March 

 Term ends Friday 26th March 

 

2021 Summer Term 

 Term starts Monday 12th April 

 Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 

 Half Term Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 

 Secondary Transfer Day Thursday 8th July 

 Term Ends Friday 16th July – school closes at 11:45am 



6th FORM COMMON ROOM 

THE RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

 Herns Lane 

Welwyn Garden City 

AL7 2AF 

TALKING 

FAMILIES 

Because parents don’t get training for the toughest job on earth! 

MONDAYS   

24th February and 2nd, 9th, 16th, 
23rd, 30th March 2020 

7.00 - 9.00pm 

Our FREE 6 week course for parents 

and carers of children aged 0-12 will 

help you to: 

• Manage challenging behaviour 

with consistency 

• Encourage positive behaviour 

• Build your child's self esteem 

• Set and maintain boundaries 

• Respond to tantrums and 

difficult feelings in children  

‘It was a brilliant course and has 

made a huge difference’ 

‘It has taught me new skills to deal 

with family life’ 

Pre-booking essential  

To check eligibility and book a place, 

contact Supporting Links on: 

07512 709556 

bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk 

QUOTING REFERENCE SL353 

This course is provided free to parents 

by Hertfordshire County Council 



TALKING 

DADS 
Dads, Step-Dads, 

Stay at home Dads, 

Working Dads... 

TUESDAYS   

7th, 14th, 21st, 28th January 

And 4th, 11th February 2020  

7.00 - 9.00pm 

Dads play an important role in 

a child’s life. This FREE 

course will help you be the 

Dad you want to be! 

Over 6 weekly sessions, 

fathers and male carers of 

children aged 0-19 will be 

supported to: 
‘My child is easier to handle 

now, and has learnt from the 

techniques I use.’ • Increase confidence in your 

parenting. 

• Develop your dad/child 

relationship, now and for the 

future. 

• Improve listening and 

communication skills. 

• Develop strategies for dealing 

with anger and conflict. 

• Learn how to enforce boundaries. 

Pre-booking essential  

To check eligibility and book a place, 

contact Supporting Links on: 

07512 709556 

bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk 

www.supportinglinks.co.uk 

QUOTING REFERENCE SL360 

This course is provided free to parents 

by Hertfordshire County Council 

6th FORM COMMON ROOM 

THE RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

Herns Lane               

Welwyn Garden City       

AL7 2AF 



Why not 
Travel with Arriva?

You could save money by travelling 
by bus with these amazing benefits: 

 • Unlimited bus travel each month.

  Parents/Guardians can set up direct debits 
  on behalf of the student.

 • Ticket sent direct to your 
  home or mobile.
  Convenient monthly payments 
  by direct debit.

  Ongoing direct debit meaning tickets can be 
  used throughout half term, summer holidays 
  and into the next academic year.

  Quick and easy to join.

                       



Sign up today or email us on

Download the Arriva bus app 
& m-ticket app today!

How it Works
Pay even less for your travel each week by 
purchasing a yearly ticket but paying for it 
monthly with a direct debit.

There’s no set up fee and no minimum 
contract, which means that you can cancel 
your direct debit at any time should your 
circumstances change. 

This makes it an ideal way to get reduced 
bus travel for the year without having to pay 
upfront.

Payments are taken on the 1st or 15th of 
each month.  The nearest direct debit date 
will be the default option available to choose    
Please allow at least two weeks to register 
before the date of your first direct debit 
payment.

How to apply
From the link below it’s a simple 2-step 
process to sign-up to obtain the student 
ticket:

STEP 1: 
Order your ticket online by choosing your 
local travel zone and completing the 
direct debit application form - 
you will need your bank 
account details.

STEP 2:
Receive your season 
ticket via your chosen 
method.
•To receive an m-ticket 
you must download the 
Arriva m-ticket app and
register your details first.

*Full terms and conditions 
are available on our website


	Sign up today or email us on: talktous@arriva.co.uk
	ticket: arrivabus.co.uk/ss-hertsessex


