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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to this latest edition of the school’s newsletter, the first of our new academic year.  I hope you will 

enjoy reading about the activities that have been going on in school.  We are trying where possible to put as 

normal a programme of events together as usual, although you will be aware that no residential trips are  

happening as yet. We hope to be able to resume those trips next year. 

 

Firstly from me a massive thank you to each and every one of you. Coming back to school in  

September was once again a challenge for all of us, as although we were not subject to the same COVID  

arrangements as before, we are all still painfully aware that the virus remains prevalent. You will be aware that 

we kept some arrangements in place, for example mask wearing in public areas, hand sanitising, one-way  

systems and ‘zoning’ of students at break and lunchtime.  This will continue for the foreseeable future.  In the 

end the beginning of term worked extremely well, not least because you, parents and carers, supported us so 

brilliantly in preparing the students for their return, making sure they were ready for the start of the new term.  

In general, case numbers have remained relatively low (in comparison to other educational settings); if we had 

an ‘outbreak’ as defined by Public Health I would contact you to let you know.   

 

I recently sent you a joint letter from the Secretaries of State for Education and Health and Social Care about 

COVID which talked about lateral flow testing.  Please can you read this letter carefully, particularly the  

sections about lateral flow testing and reporting. In essence the letter asks that students test and report twice a 

week.  This is particularly important as we return to school after half-term; please can your child test  

themselves on Sunday 31 October and report any positive test results to us, using the dedicated email  

address: covidtestresult@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk. A reminder that if your child has symptoms they should 

seek a PCR test and self-isolate until the result comes through and beyond if the test comes back positive.  

 

If you gave consent for the vaccine and the nurses were unable to carry out the vaccination on the day, I am 

informed there will be a follow-up session, although as yet we have no details about dates or arrangements.  

 

We were pleased to be able to hold an additional parents’ consultation for Year 11 in September; this being in 

response to the parents’ survey where some parents were expressing concern that they had not had a chance 

to talk to teachers about progress during Year 10. The weather helped as we were able to fully ventilate the 

school, however this won’t be the case as the winter approaches. Academic review day (25
th 

November) and 

follow-up (2
nd

 December) will therefore be on-line and a letter will have come home about booking and  

attending those two events by the time you read this.  Please read the letter carefully and sign up for your  

virtual consultation!  The letter can be found on our website:  https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/504/letters 

 

This year we were also able to hold an open evening, albeit for Year 6 only and with some precautions in 

place.  We also had over 150 families visit us for open mornings. There was a common theme to comments 

from parents – the guides were wonderful!  I say in my speech that our students are the best advert for our 

school and this always proves to be the case. I would like to thank all of you for the support you showed the 

school in enabling your children to attend open evening as a guide, a player in the orchestra or working in  

departments. This is so very much appreciated by all of us who work here.  

 

I hope you manage to have some rest over half-term if you are having a break. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:covidtestresult@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/504/letters


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fenella Rawling and Julia Griffiths-Johnson year 13 students were recommended for a  
Headteacher Commendation by Mrs Gothard for their summer prep-which was to make knowledge 
organisers for the year 12 units. 
 
Mrs Gothard said ‘The work produced has been outstanding.’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher Commendations 



 

THE LIBRARY

Book Features: 

Autumn!! The nights seem be closing in and summer seems like a distant memory now! However, 

with the turning seasons comes the great desire, I feel, to snuggle down with a book each evening. 

Below we’ve highlighted some of the books we’ve been enjoying over the last month and the ones 

we think will make you want to read in front of a roaring fire! 

KS3 

The World Book 

By: Joe Fullman 

It’s a big world out there and when you’re little it’s difficult to know where to 
start. The World Book makes it easy. It's a fantastic resource for young 
minds to get their heads around the customs, symbols, histories and … well, 
identities of the 199 countries explored within. The Contents page is sub-
titled “Where do you want to go today?”, and that’s just what you do - pick a 
country, head to the page, and within ten minutes you’ve very easily built an 
accurate picture of a faraway place that one day you may just be lucky 
enough to visit 

KS4 

 
Bad Girls Never Say Die 
 
By: Jennifer Mathieu 
 
1964. Houston, Texas. Evie Barnes is a 'bad' girl. So are all her friends. 
They're the sort who wear bold makeup, laugh too loud and run around with 
boys. Most of all, they protect their own against the world. So when Evie is 
saved from being assaulted by a good girl from the right side of the tracks, 
every rule she's always lived by is called into question. Now she must rethink 
everything she knew about loyalty and learn that when girls stick together it 
doesn't matter whether they're 'good' or 'bad'.  
 
 

KS5 

The Ember Days 
 
By: Rose Edwards 
 
Exiled from a broken land, two friends try to escape the darkness they left 
behind them. Together again, Torny and Ebba reach Vellsberg, an outpost of 
the Southern Empire, hoping for a safe haven. Instead, they find families 
driven by ambition, a strange young woman who doesn't seem to belong, and 
the bloody consequences of the Empire's attempt to control the north. When 
Vellsberg is attacked, Torny and Ebba entrust themselves to Aisulu, a lone 
rider from beyond the eastern edges of the Southern Empire. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

THE LIBRARY

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only 20 minutes per day 

That is all it takes to make a difference in the success of a young person. Reading just 20 minutes every day 

has a proven impact on the educational success of children. By reading just 20 minutes a day students will 

score in the 90th percentile in standardised tests and will be exposed to 1.8 million words per year.  

In many studies, reading has been proven repeatedly to have a bigger impact on education and life than 

most other factors, even more than socio‐economic factors.  

Below are some key ways to help promote reading with your child. 

1. Make it fun  

2. Create an environment where your child wants to read 

3. Read with them or to them 

4. Be a reading role model to them 

5. Allow them to read whatever they want
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Not only have our students been showing off their reading this half term but our teachers have also 

been sharing what they are currently reading. Each staff door has a sign showing what is currently 

being read by that teacher and it’s certainly creating a lot of great talk around books and reading. 

Have a look below at what some of our staff have been reading this half term.  
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Reading Delights! 

Read Well 

Our Read Well Scheme is now fully up and running. Parent’s are able to request booklists 

and other resources to help their child for a number of different reasons. Just by filling in a 

simple form we will be able to provide you with a booklist or a list of other resources to help 

you to support your child. 
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Every year National Poetry Day reminds us of the power of poetry and the art that is needed 

to say so many things in so few words. To celebrate this year we’ve picked a number of 
verse novels, books that are written in prose, to show just how creative today’s poets are.  
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Health and Wellbeing books 
To recognise World Mental Health Day 10 October 2021 

General titles – Adolescence – Puberty – Teen 
Health 

 

Dr Christian's Guide to 
Growing Up   

TV's favourite doctor, Dr Christian, comes to the rescue 
of parents, boys and girls to answer all their questions 
about adolescence, sexuality and puberty. 

 

Dr Christian's guide to 
you by Christian 
Jessen and David 
Semple (ill) 

Coping with stress - Being healthy and happy - Your 
changing body - Getting active - Looking after yourself - 
Eating well - Dealing with anxiety Your teenage years 
see many changes to your body and your lifestyle. In 
his usual frank and straightforward fashion, Dr Christian 
tackles all your worries about growing up stress-free 
and healthy. 

 

Mind your head by 
James Dawson, Olivia 
Hewitt  

Covering topics from anxiety and depression to 
addiction, self-harm and personality disorders, Juno 
and Olivia talk clearly and supportively about a range of 
issues facing young people's mental health - whether 
fleeting or long-term - and how to manage them. 

    

 

The teenage guide to 
friends  by Nicola 
Morgan 

It tackles the all-important subject of teen friendships. 
Contents include a section on making friends, keeping 
friendships strong, and what happens when they break 
down - as well as a look at online friendships, cyber-
bullying, toxic friendships and frenemies, and empathy. 
There is also a section on personality types and quizzes 
to help you discover what sort of person you are, how 
you relate to others and how to deal with difficult 
situations. 

 

How not to lose it : be 
the boss of your 
mental health by Anna 
Williamson 

How Not to Lose It is the go-to guide for achieving a 
balanced mind and strong emotional well-being. 
TOPICS COVERED: anxiety, depression, stress, 
friendship, bullying, relationships and sex, family life 
and bereavement, phobias, peer pressure, self-harm, 
self-esteem and confidence. 

 

Growing up for boys 
by Alex Frith, Felicity 
Brooks and Kate 
Sutton (ill) 

This book prepares boys for what to expect from 
puberty and offers advice on what they can do to cope 
with the physical, psychological and emotional changes 
and stay happy and confident as they go through their 
early teens. Covers all the topics that boys want to find 
out about, including moods and feelings, what happens 
to girls, diet, exercise, body image, sex and 
relationships, contraception, sexual health, self-
confidence, drink and drugs, exam stress, 
cyberbullying, and staying safe both out and about and 
online. 
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Black History Month – Booklist 
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Subject Focus 
This term our subject focus is on music and some of the great books that we have in our library that 

match the subject and link to the areas that students are studying too. So if you like music, definitely 

try one of these books! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Careers News Year 10-13 HOP  

Upcoming Employer Encounters 

This academic year Hertfordshire Local 

Enterprise Partnership will be organising 

a number of virtual employer encounters 

aimed at Years 10 to 13.  

The encounters will cover a range of  

career opportunities and are conducted by professionals who work in each specific sector. The  

sessions are held every 2-3  weeks on a designated Thursday evening and will start at 4.30pm.  

Students will be sent advanced notice of the sessions so that they can book to attend them when they 

are transmitted live. Recordings of the sessions are also available on the www.hopinto.com website 

under the heading of ‘Virtual Encounters.’ Note this website is constantly updated with a variety of  

careers information and vacancies and is a useful additional resource for careers advice and  

information. 

 

Sessions coming up will feature careers in Human resources, Physiotherapy and Building. 

 

Mr G Moore  

EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES 
FIND APPRENTICESHIPS, JOBS AND COURSES IN HERTFORDSHIRE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers 
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 House News cont’d.. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 House News cont’d... 

 
Kroto: Winners of the House Cup 2021! 

We caught up with Mr Flowers to ask him how it felt winning the House Cup again this year… 

“The support for the House system during the last eight weeks of the year had been phenomenal,  

everyone saying it was “coming home”, “that young man has done so much for the pupils with free 

school meals”, and “is this the greatest leader of our generation?”... but… it turns out, there was a  

major football tournament on at the same time and everyone was actually talking about the England 

Football Team, Gareth Southgate, and Marcus Rashford. Not MWS, Kroto House and Mr Flowers. 

Which is embarrassing because I'd already booked out the mini-bus for the Estates Team to drive me 

through the streets of London whilst I held the House Cup. So I had to cancel that. Not because it was 

the football that everyone was actually talking about, but because I couldn't get cover. So instead we 

just did a few laps of the slip road on that last Friday in July.” 

I always get nervous about winning the House Cup every year, but this year was the most anxious and 

competitive year yet. Because for the last 12 months I'd put the House Trophy down somewhere in 

school and I had no idea where. So I couldn't let anyone else win it because I'd have to admit to  

Mrs Smith that I'd lost it. But luckily, about two weeks before the results were in naming Kroto House as 

the winners, I found it in Miss Blanchard's room on top of the cupboard. Which we don't mind, because 

that's the closest Bell house will ever get to this cup. So this year I'll keep it in the trophy cabinet. Next 

to the oil painting of me, that I've had commissioned. 

 

But being serious, I read something a few years back that stuck with me. In any organisation, whether it 
be a business, a school, a team - the team should always be able to function successfully without the 
manager. But the manager will never be able to function without the team. And we should all be  
remembering that - so this House Cup is actually nothing to do with me, and instead it belongs to the 
fantastic pupils and tutor team that I've been lucky to have. So thank you to everyone in Kroto for all 
that you've done. And thank you whether or not you're in Kroto. Giving up your time to help run and 
take part in events drives the House System and we're lucky to have fantastic pupils and teachers in 
the school who always give extra and that makes a huge difference . So thank you again to all the  
pupils and staff who have involved themselves in the House System. 
 
Mr A Flowers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

House News cont’d…. 



 

 

 House News cont’d….. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 



 

 

 House News cont’d…... 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 House News 

cont’d……. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 House News cont’d……. 

 
The Amazing Race 2021! 

A massive thank you and well done to all the Year 

7s and Year 8s involved in this year’s Amazing 

Race! The Year 8 forms organised and ran eight 

different challenge stations for teams of Year 7s; 

these included pancake flipping, tent building, nail 

hammering, blind drawing, map locating and much 

more! The Year 7 teams had to be the first team to 

complete all 8 stations and run back to the finish 

line. It was our tightest competition yet! The results 

are as follows: 

1st Place: Bell House (PM and PO) 

2nd (Joint 2nd) Place: Carson House and Kroto 

House (PN, PK, PA, PL) 

3rd Place: Durrell (PS and PW) the scores were 

so tight that Durrell have been awarded 3rd place 

instead of 4th place) 

Mr Flowers, Head of Kroto House & 
Miss Simpkin, Head of Durrell House. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 K Year 

 
K Year Update 

 

K Year have made a great start to their GCSEs and I have been so proud of how well they have  

returned to school for year 11! It is a delight to have teachers and staff compliment individuals and their 

conduct as a whole year group. I am confident they can keep up this focused approach as they work 

towards their GCSEs. Particular highlights have been hearing about the Modern Foreign Languages 

speeches, great attendance at Geography lunchtime revision, the English exam practice papers and 

the boys’ football team winning 5-0 against Haileybury Turnford! 

 

This is an exciting year ahead with lots on offer for K year. To name just a few things we have coming 

up: 

 One to one careers interviews from local business people, organised by Mr Moore 

 Continuation of one to one career guidance meetings, by Lucy Revel 

 Pathway Day where students learn all about college, apprenticeships and sixth form options 

 Revision sessions starting soon in different subject areas 

 Prep and revision clubs already on offer before and after school, with Mr Evans and Miss 

Dearmun 

 Opportunities to get involved in the school community, possibly for ‘one last time’ through  

    volunteering to be a Form Representative at School Council, an Anti-Bullying Ambassador, a 

 House Rep and a member of our Sport Council, to name a few! 

 PROM!!! 

 

An extra special ‘shout-out’ has to go to the following students who have been selected to act as our 

‘Farewell Reps’ in charge of organising the Leavers’ hoodies, Yearbook and the all-important Prom! 

 

Lizzy Gibbs, Alana Kaczmarek, Summer Little, Ella Okra, Alfie Pickley, Amber Hawtin, Madison Cook, 

Abi Leighton, Ajla Causevic, Brooke Rolph, Michael Steytler, Tia Malone, Catherine Maddex,  

Chloe Palmer, Adrian Fazilat and Jean Veasey. 

 

Miss H Chilton 

 



 

 

 Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monk’s Walk music department is excited to re-introduce the prestigious ‘musician of the week’,  
following a brilliant first few weeks back with Orchestra, choir, jazz band and samba etc.  The first  
recipients of the award are: 
 
Ashton Paige—year 7 
Juliette Shaw—year 8 
Ross Hayden—year 9 
 
Week 4 

Holly Nichols—year 9 
Finlay Woodliffe—year 9 
Eloise Piper-year 8 
Luke Battley-year 7 
 
Week 5 
 
Jennifer Goodwin-year 9 
Eloise Piper-year 8 
Emily Jarvis-year 7 
  

Mr A Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 PE  

 
Congratulations to : 

For being selected to represent Mid Herts this year from the District trials. 

 
Jack Johnson—year 8 
Jozef Adamski-year 9 

Luke Jameson-year 9 
Miller Smith-year 10 
Daniel Perryment-year 10 
Archie Harrison-year 10 
 
Mr R Gillon 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Swimming Club 

It has been a great start to the year, with over 30 students turning up to swimming club on a Monday after school.  
The fitness and skill level of the students has really developed over the last few weeks.  We are looking forward to 
some swimming competitions coming up in the next half term.   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Netball update 

There has already been a great turnout to netball club this year, with lots of new and returning players. We are 

looking forward to our first fixtures of the year against Bishop’s Hatfield Girls’ School on  

Thursday 14
 
October with Years 8 and 9 (away) and Monday 18

 
October with Years 7, 10 and 11 (home). We 

have even more fixtures in the pipeline so watch this space! 

 

If you are interested in attending netball club, please come along to the lower court changing rooms on  
Wednesday afterschool (Years 7 and 9) with Mrs Gillon or Thursdays afterschool (Year 8, 10 and 11) with Miss 
Simpkin.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Monk’s Walk under 16 Football Team: 

Like everything, football has been effected over the past year or two. It has been so exciting to see such a good 

group of footballers return to the football pitch. In September, they came up against a strong team from 

Hertswood Academy in a friendly. This gave a large group of boys an opportunity to show how they have  

developed. It also prepared them really well for their upcoming national game. 

 

They played their National Cup 1
st
 round game on Wednesday 29

th
 October. This was an excellent game in which 

they went on to win 5-0 with multiple goal scorers. It was excellent to see such a positive reaction from all of 

them. This sets us up for our next couple of games including Leventhorpe School (County Cup) and John  

Hampden Grammar School in round two of the National Cup. 

 

I am extremely excited to see how this year goes for such a great group of footballers! 

Mr S Neilly 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Year 9’s Football report 

The M year football team narrowly lost 2-1 in the first round of the ESFA cup. They had a tricky draw against the 

extremely well organised team of Beaumont who took a 2-0 lead due to some fine counter attacking. 

Monk’s Walk responded late with Keanu but it wasn’t enough as the team bowed out at the first hurdle. An  
excellent performance which was backed up by the fact we had no subs due to covid. 



 

 

 PE cont’d.. 

 Ellie Mitchinson is ‘Wheelie’ Good  

I caught up with Ellie on her return from the 2021 School Games Cycling and this is what she said:  

I really wasn’t expecting to get the chance to race at the UK School Games this year because I missed some  

selection races after I crashed, broke my collarbone and got a nasty head injury in June 2021.  So I couldn’t  

believe it when I was selected and I was so pleased when my consultant gave me the all clear to compete.  

 

The Games were held at Loughborough University and we got to stay in their Halls of Residence. Thursday was a 

full day of covid tests, travelling, settling in, attending the opening ceremony and sorting our bikes. On Friday we 

were taken to Manchester velodrome for our first races. I competed in the Team sprint and the scratch race. 

There were lots of crashes, so it was a massive relief to stay safe and finish while being competitive.  Our track 

bikes have no brakes or gears and we travel at approximately 30mph, so crashes aren’t uncommon.  

 

On Saturday we stayed on campus and competed in a series of races around the roads. I raced 6 times on  

Saturday from 8:30am until 3pm. It was exhausting, but I was really pleased with how I raced in the big field of 48.  

 

By Sunday, after 2 full days of racing we had the toughest race of all. We travelled to a small village in  

Leicestershire and competed in a road race. This was scheduled to be 75mins plus 3 laps approximately 30 

miles. I raced my hardest, but my legs weren’t really there when I tried to push on. Some days are like that!  

 

It was such a positive experience and I learnt so much about staying away, being independent,  

preparing my bikes myself, working as part of a team, about trying to refuel and recover during a 3 day  

competition. It was like a mini Olympics, 10 different sports compete from 12 regions of the UK and over 1200 

athletes attended. The Games aim to show young athletes how big competitions work, they were even doing  

random drug tests on the athletes. Although I wasn’t selected for this, it was fascinating to learn about the  

process and about the responsibility that I have to know what supplements and medication I take.  

 

I was the youngest member of the East of England team- I’m still an under 14, so the best part is that I’m still  

eligible to compete in 2 years’ time when the competition is next held. 

 

Ellie is definitely one to keep an eye out for.  She is super talented and we wish her all the luck in the world during 

the upcoming season. 

#ProudTeachers 

Miss S Steadman 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 PE cont’d... 

  

Caitlin strides to victory on Wizz 

At the beginning of September Caitlin competed at Bury Farm in the NSEA national qualifier and won 

both the 1m & 1.10m classes qualifying her for the National Championships in October. 

In September 2020 she also qualified for the combined training (show jumping & dressage) for which 

the National Champs were cancelled so that will also take place at the championships in October 2021 

Earlier this year she also qualified her young pony for the grass roots regional final but due to a  

successful year they are no longer eligible to compete at the final. 

 

NSEA offer show jumping classes to all abilities from grass roots 50cm - 120cm elite as well as  

combined training and dressage. 

 

If you own your own horse or pony and would also like to be part of the school equestrian team, please 
let Miss Steadman know. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
My PE experience at Monk’s Walk by Zoe Amos—year 7 
 
At Monk’s Walk, we do various different sports which are very fun to learn. So far, we have learnt: 
Pulse (running) and stretching (ensuring that your muscles are ready, so you won’t get injured). We 
have also been able to do warmups which normally include hand-eye coordination (throwing and  
catching) and mental strategies (thinking about how to compete). 
 
When we are doing sports with different teams, we must make sure that the teams are equal so that it 
is fair. My opinion on pe is that it is really fun and I enjoy it a lot. My pe teacher Miss Steadman is a  
really good teacher and is very clear what we have to do at the start, middle and end of the lesson. 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 



 

 

 PE cont’d…. 

  

The year 8 sports leaders have been super busy this year hosting over 200 year 5 students for the  
annual Monk’s Walk running festival. They then ran two year 3 multi sports festivals for over 140  
children and last week received training from Saracens so they could help coach and deliver at two Tag 
rugby festivals held at Welwyn rugby club. 
 
They have been brilliant and a credit to their school and families. They work really hard at delivering 
fun, safe and inclusive sessions. 
 
Look forward to a great year ahead. 
 
Mr S Williams 
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 Parent Zone cont’d.. 

 Student Travel 2021-22                  
 

Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect solution! 

Arriva Student Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education. You will get unlimited access to 

travel on any Arriva bus, across all of our routes in your chosen area. 

The Saver tickets will not only cover your travel to and from University, School or College, but can also 

be used to travel in the evenings, at weekends and throughout the holidays too. 

Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over affordable monthly pay-

ments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get 

reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, without paying upfront. 

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes  

It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:  

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets 

 

To ensure delivery of tickets in time for the start of the new Academic Year, we recommend registering 

now. 

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile 

phone. This ticket will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/studentdd
mailto:talktous@arriva.co.uk
mailto:studenttickets.ams@arriva.co.uk


 

 

 Parent Zone cont’d... 

 
 

Attendance 

New attendance code for covid related absences.  

Due to new government guidance, any covid related absences are now coded as ‘illness’ and will  

impact students attendance percentages. However, we know these absences are unavoidable and will 

bare this in mind when school trips and visits are back up and running. (95% attendance is required 

under normal circumstances to access school trips).  

Unauthorised absences 

Parents must inform us of reasons for student absence on the morning of the absence and everyday 
subsequently. We have been advised by the Local Authority attendance officer, that any absences that 
do not have a reason by the next day, should be coded as unauthorised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs A Cook 
 
       
 
 
 

mailto:studenttickets.ams@arriva.co.uk


 

 

 Parent Zone cont’d…. 

 
Response to sexual abuse and harassment survey 

I wrote to parents about this a couple of weeks back, please take the time to read my letter if you  

haven’t had a chance to yet. 

https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/504/letters  
 
Safe to Learn survey 

As part of our action plan on sexual abuse and harassment, and as a wider part of our anti-bullying 
work, student’s assemblies this week have been based upon consent and keeping safe. As a follow-up, 
we have asked students about their experiences around school and where/how they feel safe/unsafe 
and will put any further actions into place in response to this. We are particularly interested to hear 
about student experiences of bullying and/or discriminatory language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open evening 

A big thank you and well done to all of our fantastic student guides for helping out on open evening the 
students really are the best thing about this school and it brought a tear to my eye to see how  
enthusiastic, confident and proud you all were to show off the school. Thank you so much to parents 
too for allowing students to guide and for collecting them on the evening (and also for raising such  
lovely humans!). A special mention has to go to the team of ‘car park attendants’ from year 10 and 11 
who braved the field and the cars and did a fantastic job! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs A Cook 

https://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/504/letters
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Diary Check 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the diary dates are correct at the time of publication but are subject to change.  

 

 

Day Date Event 

Thursday 4 November Sixth Form open evening 6-

8pm 

Thursday 11 November Remembrance Day 

Thursday 18 November Flu vaccinations year 7 to 

11 

Thursday 25 November  Academic Review Day 1 

Friday 26 November Occasional day—school 

closed 

Wednesday 1 December Christmas concert 7pm 

Thursday 9 December Christmas community  

concert—St John’s Church 

6.30pm 

Friday 17 December  Term ends—school closes 

at 11.45am 

Tuesday 4 January Term starts 

   



 

 

 Have a go 

 

  

Samurai Sudoku - a bigger Sudoku challenge  

 

The rules are like classic sudoku. Each of the 5 grids contains each number 1-9 once in each row,  

column, and square. But in this the grids intersect, meaning to solve one puzzle you'll have to solve them 

all! 

 

 



Because it’s  
currently against  
the law to ride an  
e-scooter on a  
public road  
or pavement.

Why am I  
being given  
this flyer?
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However, the  
current law is clear

Why is this?

We understand that  
buying an e-scooter  
can be tempting,  
especially as you can 
get them from many 
popular retailers.

 

You can buy one but you  
can’t ride it on a UK public  
road, cycle lane or pavement. 
The only place an e-scooter 
can be used is on private land.

E-scooters are classified 
as Personal Light Electric 
Vehicles (PLEVs), so they 
are treated as motor vehicles 
and subject to the same legal 
requirements.

All details can be found on the 
following Government website: 
https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
powered-transporters/
information-sheet-guidance-
on-powered-transporters

The Police will advise you of 
the current law about how to 
use an e-scooter legally and 
ask you to take your e-scooter 
home. They may however still 
penalise you depending on 
the nature and gravity of the 
offence.

We understand the public’s 
support for environmentally 
friendly modes of transport. 
We want to work with the 
public to make sure the roads 
are safe for everyone. 

The UK Government is 
currently taking part in ‘Future 
Transport Zone’ trials for 
e-scooter hire, with a view to 
making them legal to use on 
the roads. 

Check out the gov.uk 
website or enquire with your 
local authority for a trial 
closest to you.

What happens if  
I’ve been stopped  
by Police?





Tuesday 2nd November 2021  17:30 - 20:00

Thursday 9th December 2021 17:30 - 20:00

Tuesday 8th February 2022  17:30 - 20:00

Saturday 30th April 2022  10:00 - 13:00

Tuesday 14th June 2022  17:30 - 20:00

hertford regional college

Visit our website for more information  
about our on-site and digital Open Events at  
www.hrc.ac.uk or scan the QR code below.  

Book your place now!

Broxbourne  
High Road 

Hertfordshire EN10 6AE

Ware  
London Road 

Hertfordshire SG12 9JF

*On-site open events subject to Covid-19  
Government Guidelines and Regulations.

@hertregcollege @hertregcollege

@hertregcollege @hrc_team



Could you welcome 
a foster child 
into your family?

Can you offer a nurturing, safe and stable home? 
Hertfordshire County Council provide an allowance, 
training and unrivalled 24/7 support, every step of the way.

We need foster carers for children 
and young people in Hertfordshire.

For further information on 
Fostering call us on 0800 917 0925

FOSTERWITHUS
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fostering

In partnership with

@hertfordshirefostering @HCCFosterAdopt





WELWYN GARDEN C ITY
Ridgeway Academy

 
Mondays

17:00 - 19:00
Age 5 - 15

 
Starts 20th September 

for 12 weeks

A fun, free, family-focused healthy lifestyles course, BeeZee
Families, is coming to Ridgeway Academy.

Aimed at 5-15 year olds and their families, the course covers
topics from healthy snacking, balanced meals, portion size and
keeping active together. 

Our team of family nutritionists are experts at engaging
children around healthy eating and fun exercise, and have
plenty of tricks to help you and your kids turn a good behaviour
into a healthy habit for life! 

Kids will cook healthy meals, take part in fun games and
sports, and make loads of friends!

Parents are supported by our team to handle conflict
resolution, and benefit from the support network of likeminded
families.

BEEZEE FAMILIES COMES TO RIDGEWAY ACADEMY!

beezeebodies.com

01707 248648

FREE, 12 WEEK COURSE TO A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER FAMILY

SIGN UP FOR FREE!

beezeebodies.com/herts

01707 248648

https://beezeebodies.com/sign-up-to-beezee-families-in-hertfordshire/?utm_source=parent-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=oxhey
tel:01707248648
https://beezeebodies.com/sign-up-to-beezee-families-in-hertfordshire/?utm_source=parent-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=welwyn
https://beezeebodies.com/sign-up-to-beezee-families-in-hertfordshire/?utm_source=parent-mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=&utm_campaign=borehamwood
tel:01707248648


 

To book and/or to ask questions, 

 please contact Jess on 

 

welwyn@theatretrain.co.uk 

www.theatretrain.co.uk/welwyn-hatfield 

01762 220 927 - 07747 608 180 

mailto:welwyn@theatretrain.co.uk
http://www.theatretrain.co.uk/welwyn-hatfield


Woodhall Project

Ludwick Family Centre, Hall Grove, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4PH

Mondays 4-6pm

For young people aged 11-15

Services for Young PeopleEnabling Young People to Succeedwww.servicesforyoungpeople.org

CALL 01992 588220 TEXT 07860 065173

EMAIL sfyp.welwynhatfield@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Contact Us

Scan here 

to see the 

latest list 

of projects!

WGC Autism Project

WGC Young People’s Centre, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6AH

Mondays 6pm-8 pm

For young people with Autism 

aged 13-17

Serenity LGBT+ Project

Call or email for details

Mondays 6-8pm

For young people aged 13-17

Healthy Relationships Project

Focolare Centre, 69 Parkway, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6JG

Mondays 6pm-8 pm

For young people aged 13-17

Healthy Lifestyles Project

Breaks Manor Young People’s 

Centre, Link Drive, 

Hatfield, AL10 8TP

Thursdays 3.15pm-5.15pm

For young people aged 13-17

Emotional Wellbeing Project

Breaks Manor Young People’s 

Centre, Link Drive, 

Hatfield, AL10 8TP

Tuesdays 3.15pm–5.15pm

For young people aged 13-17 to 

learn about ways to reduce stress 

and anxiety

Girls’ and Young 

Women’s Project

Focolare Centre, 69 Parkway, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6JG

Tuesdays 6pm-8pm

For girls and young women 

aged 13-17

Welwyn Garden City 

Positive Alternatives Project

Ridgeway Academy Sports Centre, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL7 2AF

Mondays 3pm-5pm

For young people aged 13-17

Woodhall Street Project

Woodhall, Welwyn Garden City

Wednesdays 6pm-8pm

For young people aged 13-17

Raising Aspirations

WGC Young People’s Centre, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6AH

Wednesdays 2pm-4pm

For young people aged 15-16 who 

are home educated

LD Project 13-17

Breaks Manor Young People’s 

Centre, Link Drive, Hatfield, 

AL10 8TP

Thursdays 6pm-8pm

For young people aged 13-17 

with mild to moderate learning 

disabilities

Welwyn Garden City 

Emotional Wellbeing and 

Supporting You Project

WGC Young People’s Centre, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6AH

Thursdays 6pm-8 pm

For young people aged 12-16

Welwyn Hatfield Youth Forum 

Breaks Manor Young People’s 

Centre, Link Drive, Hatfield, 

AL10 8TP

Thursdays 5.30pm-7.30pm

For young people aged 13-17

Breaks Manor Friday Project

Breaks Manor Young People’s 

Centre, Link Drive, Hatfield, 

AL10 8TP

Fridays 7pm-9pm

For young people aged 13-17

WGC Town Centre Street 

Project

Fridays 6-pm-8pm

For young people aged 13-17

Hatfield Town Centre 

Street Project

Saturdays 2pm-4pm

For young people aged 13-17

Stand Up Project

Breaks Manor Young People’s 

Centre, Link Drive, 

Hatfield, AL10 8TP

Tuesdays 6pm–8pm

For BAME young people 

aged 11-15

Woodhall Street Project

Woodhall, Welwyn Garden City

Fridays 4pm-6pm 

For young people aged 13-17

Duke of Edinburgh 

(DofE) Award

Hatfield Young People’s Centre, 

Breaks Manor, Link Drive, 

Hatfield AL10 8TP

Every third Friday

7pm-8pm (14-17 years)

8pm-9pm (18-24 years)

LGBT+ Online Project

Online via Microsoft Teams

Thursdays 8-9pm

For LGBT+ aged 18-24  

Supporting Young People in Welwyn Hatfield
September 2021

Mondays

Positive Pathways Project

WGC Young People’s Centre, 

Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6AH

Tuesdays 6.15pm-8.15pm

For young people aged 13-17

Tuesdays

Thursdays

Wednesdays

Saturdays

Fridays

@WelHatTeam @sfyp.welwynhatfield



Hertfordshire County Council Services for 

Young People provide free youth work 

projects, information, advice, work related 

learning, careers guidance and wider support 

for all young people in Hertfordshire.

Access Points are centres specifically for 

young people to access free and 

confidential information, advice, guidance 

and sexual health services. You can come 

in and talk to us about:

• Careers advice

• Training & apprenticeships

• Independent living skills 

• Emotional wellbeing & mental health

• Sexual Health Services

• Free condoms 

• Pregnancy tests 

• Screening for Chlamydia & Gonorrhea

• Finances and housing

• Substance misuse

All young people in Hertfordshire aged 13-19 

are welcome at any of our Access Points. They 

are also available for care leavers under the 

age of 21 and for young people with any type 

of disability under 24 years old.

Access Points

YCH Services for Young People (YCH SfYP)

If you live in Welwyn Hatfield, your nearest Access Point 

could be Welwyn Garden City Access Point (AL8 6AH) or 

Hatfield Access Point (AL10 8TP). For opening times and 

exact locations, please scan the QR code.

Follow us on social media to keep up-

to-date with our youth work projects, 

Access Point opening hours and for 

tips and advice from our team!

Connect with Us

@WelHatTeam

@sfyp.welwynhatfield

Who are we and what do we do?

Where’s my nearest Access Point?

Our Personal Advisers can support 

you with researching your future 

career options, identifying your 

skills and strengths, deciding your 

goals, and even suggesting new 

possibilities that you might not have 

previously considered.

If you’re not currently in work, training 

or education, our team of Employment 

& Training Advisers can support you 

with developing your CV, practising for 

interviews and even writing 

applications.

Text CAREERS to 07860 065173 to 

connect with one of our team.

Planning for your future

Enabling Young People to Succeedwww.serviceforyoungpeople.org

Supporting Young People in Welwyn Hatfield
September 2021

CALL 01992 588220 TEXT 07860 065173

EMAIL sfyp.welwynhatfield@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Contact Us



“SfYP inspired me to go 

to college and helped 

me get a place and the 

support I needed.”

Planning for your future can feel like a 

challenge and sometimes your long-term 

goals can suddenly change, especially 

whilst we’re living with Covid-19.

Perhaps you started a college course or 

apprenticeship and realised that it wasn’t 

for you, or maybe you have completed 

your school education but struggled to 

find work because of Covid-19. 

Our team of Personal Advisers can 

support you with researching your 

options, making decisions and even 

suggesting new possibilities that you 

might not have previously thought of.

Making plans for your future?

Our Pathways to Success 

programme is designed to 

support young people who are 

not in education, work or further 

training, or those who may 

become so in the future. Our 

Personal Advisers will support 

you on a one-to-one basis to 

identify your skills and interests, 

work on your CV, practise your 

interview skills, and boost your 

employability. Contact us today 

to find out more!

Not in education, training 

or employment?

Our qualified personal advisers are 

available for face-to-face, email or 

virtual support. Some schools and 

colleges in Welwyn Hatfield may 

have their own Personal Adviser who 

comes in once a week, but you can 

make an appointment by email or 

over the phone if not.

Where you can get support?

Call 01992 588220 or text ‘CAREERS’ to 07860 

065173 to connect with a Personal Adviser. 

You can also email us directly on 

sfyp.welwynhatfield@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Contact Us

www.servicesforyoungpeople.org Enabling Young people to Succeed

Supporting Young People in Welwyn Hatfield September 2021

“I really enjoyed our sessions, 

they really helped me with my 

confidence and to pick the right 

college course.”

What have other young people said about our careers support?

“The help I got from SfYP has really 

helped me with bringing up my confidence 

and get on a programme I liked. Now I feel 

happier about my future.”

“I always felt that I had 

help and guidance when I 

needed it. I had somebody 

looking out for me and 

keeping me on track.”



Call 01992 588220 or text 

SUPPORT to 07860 065173 

to connect with one of 

our team.

Need support?

www.servicesforyoungpeople.org Enabling Young people to Succeed

Keeping safe in your relationships

• Being made to feel stupid or 

guilty for saying 'no’.

• Being bullied into having sex 

(whether you identify as male or 

female).

• Threats of rumours being spread 

about you or photos of you being 

shared without permission.

• Being encouraged to drink 

alcohol or take drugs to make 

you ‘relax’ or more likely to have 

sex.

• Playing with your emotions, for 

example saying, 'If you really 

loved or cared for me, you would 

let me do this” or “if you don’t 

then we can’t be together”.

Types of pressureAbuse in any relationship is when you begin to feel scared or 

controlled by the person you're with. This can be your partner, 

friend or family member. It can be confusing as sometimes it feels 

like a loving relationship, but often only when you behave in a 

certain way. It can happen to anyone at anytime, so it’s important 

to recognise the signs. Are you:

• Afraid some or most of the time?

• Made fun of, belittled, put down or ridiculed?

• Worried about talking about certain things if your partner is in a 

bad mood?

• Making excuses or hiding details when talking to other people 

about your relationship?

• Worried that you’re overreacting or imagining things?

• Made to feel guilty or being blamed for someone else’s 

actions?

• Feeling worthless, helpless or like you need to hurt yourself?

Spot the warning signs

Consent means “permission for something to happen or an 

agreement to do something.” Consent is about being in control 

and agreeing to something because you choose to and know all of 

the facts, not because someone has pressured you into it. You have 

the right to say how you feel and your decision must be respected. 

It is the law that both people in a relationship have an equal right to 

give their consent. Relationships can change over time, so you can 

change your mind at any point, even if it’s written down somewhere, 

such as on WhatsApp. You don’t even have to say no – unless you 

say yes and mean it, then it is not giving consent.

Consent

Supporting Young People in Welwyn Hatfield September 2021

If you’re worried about a 

relationship changing or 

becoming abusive, you can 

always talk to one of our Youth 

Workers. For information, advice, 

guidance and support – just text 

SUPPORT to 07860 065173.

You can also call:

• Childline on 0800 1111

• Refuge on 0808 2000 247

If it's an emergency, call 999. If 

you can't speak, listen to the 

questions and tap or cough to 

answer. Press 55 to signal an 

emergency.

What to Do


