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Who is this brochure for? 
 
 

A lthough it is addressed to you, as a student, 
an important decision like your preferences 

for option subjects must be shared with your 
parents. We hope that you will finish up with a 
programme of courses for the next two years 
that you, your parents and your teachers will 
feel is right for you. This brochure is, therefore, 
as much for your parents' use as yours. 

Why do we have "options”? 
 
 

M onk's Walk aims to provide all students 
with a broad and balanced education in 

Key Stage 4 while allowing Year Ten and Elev-
en students some choice in the subjects they 
study. This means that you can, to some ex-
tent, choose the subjects you enjoy, are good 
at and that will be useful to you in the future. 

What subjects will I study? 
 
 
 
In Years Ten and Eleven all  students will study: 
• English and English Literature  
• Mathematics  
• Science 
• Physical Education 
• PSHCE  
• Four option subjects.  
 
 
 
The option subjects could be  either GCSEs, 
BTECs or Cambridge National Certificate. 
 
  
The diagram on  the next page will help to 
make this clear. 

What courses are available? 
 
 
Over the last few weeks you have been given 
information about the subjects and courses 
which you might study in the next two years. In 
this booklet, the various departments outline 
the courses they hope to offer.   
 
 
 
We provide a wide choice and combination of 
option subjects. However, places on these 
courses cannot be guaranteed if too many or 
too few students select a subject.  It is also 
impossible to provide every possible combina-
tion of subjects. Occasionally, even though 
your combination of subjects may be availa-
ble, a particular qualification may not be the 
most suitable option for you. This means you 
may have to change your choice.  
 
 
If there are too few students it may not be pos-
sible to run a particular course. If there are too 
many students, there may not be sufficient 
teachers available to run enough groups to 
accommodate everyone. For these reasons it 
may be necessary to modify your choices in 
June. 
 
 
 
You will receive a guidance interview with a  
senior teacher to help you to make choices 
which are appropriate for you. 
 
 

Year 10 Options 
 

 
What is this brochure for? 

 
 

It tells you about the options courses and it 
gives some guidance about how to choose 
your option subjects. 



 

 

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  and  ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Two qualifications – GCSE 

 

MATHS        
One qualification – GCSE 

 

COMBINED DOUBLE or TRIPLE SINGLE SCIENCE  
Two or three qualifications  – GCSE 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 No qualification 

 

PSHCE  
 No qualification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUP 1:         ONE OPTION SUBJECT   - GCSE only 
One qualification  

 

GROUP 2:         ONE OPTION SUBJECT  - GCSE or BTEC or CNC 
One qualification  

 

GROUP 3 :       ONE OPTION SUBJECT  - GCSE or BTEC or CNC 
  One qualification  

GROUP 4 :       ONE OPTION SUBJECT - GCSE or BTEC or CNC 
     One qualification  

  
The BTEC and  CNC subjects are equivalent to 1 GCSE. You can 
choose a maximum of two vocational qualifications. 



 

 
What do I have to choose? 
 
Four option subjects.   
 

Can I choose any subjects I want? 
 
There are four groups of subjects.  
 
Your four choices must include one choice only 
from each group. 
 
You must choose a minimum of two GCSEs 
 
You can only choose one Design Technology: 
 
• Product Design 
• Graphics Products 
• Textiles 
  
Note: A GCSE language option is an advisable 
choice for many students and must be the lan-
guage studied in Year 9. 
 

What are the grades for  the qualifications? 
 
All GCSE qualifications are assigned grade 
scales.  
 
GCSEs have grades 9-1, where grade 9 is the 
highest grade. 
 
BTEC and  CNC have the following scales: 
 
Distinction * (GCSE grade 9/8) , Distinction 
(GCSE grade 7), Merit (GCSE grade 6), Pass 
(GCSE grade 4), Level 1 pass (GCSE grade 2). 
 

What do I do with my choices? 
 
You will submit your option choices using an online options form by  Friday 3 March. 
 
Any options forms submitted after  3 March  will be classed as late and the options chosen may not be 
available.   
 
The link to the online options form will be sent to students and parents on 12 January. 
It will also be available on the school website  page  www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/515/curriculum-
setting , under the drop down tab ‘N Year KS4 Options’. 
 
If your particular combination of choices should prove impossible to provide, we will ask you to revise 
them in June.  Suitable alternatives are usually possible.   
 

Options Explanation Evening 
 
 
There will be an Options Explanation           
Evening for parents on at 6.30pm on Thursday 
12 January.  
 
In this evening every aspect of the Options pro-
cedure will be explained and Heads of Depart-
ment will be available to talk about their sub-
jects. . Your parents will have received an email 
about this evening. 
 
 
It is important that your parents and yourselves 
carefully read this Options Brochure and dis-
cuss its contents. 

What is the English Baccalaureate? 
 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a  certifi-
cate for students who pass the following GCSE 
qualifications at grades 9-5: 
 
1. English 
2. Maths 
3. Science (can include GCSE Computer 

Science) 
4. A Modern Language (French or Spanish)  
5. A GCSE Humanities  
 (Geography or History). 
 
No extra work is needed for the EBacc.  
 
It is a Department for Education recommenda-
tion for students to take five qualifications from 
the above list and  these must include English, 
maths and two sciences.  
 
 



 

 

Why are my Options important to my future Post 16 pathways? 
 
The choices you make for Years 10 and 11 can be seen as stepping stones to the next stages 
of your studies or careers. You need to think carefully about what you would like to do after 
you have completed Year 11 to make sure that your options allow you follow your desired 
route in studies or career. 
 
Unifrog offers a comprehensive range of career advice linked to specific subjects. It is advisa-
ble that you look carefully on Unifrog for specific subject and career information before making 
your option choices. 

What are Post 16 pathways? 
 
When you complete Year 11 you can choose what you want to do. The list below offers some 
of the options available: 
 
• Study A levels   - This could then lead on to employment or university. 
• Study vocational courses - This could then lead on to employment or university. 
• Employment with training  - For example this could be an apprenticeship. 
  
All pathways can lead apprenticeships. Unifrog offers  information on apprenticeships and lists 
positions that are currently available. 

How Do my Options link to future Post 16 pathways? 
 
• Detailed guidance on entry requirements to post 16 study are issued during Years 10 

and 11. The information given below is a guide and is subject to change. 
 
 
• To study 3 A Levels you need to have a minimum average  point score of 4.5 for all your 

subjects and attain subject entrance criteria, normally a ‘Grade 5’ or ‘Grade 6’. As a  
guide, students who study  A Levels are normally on progress pathways 5 and above. 

 
 
• To study a vocational course or to work on an apprenticeship  you need to have a  good 

range of qualifications. English and maths ‘Grade 4’ are often required although not al-
ways. A GCSE or BTEC option subject choice  that links to the vocational subject or ap-
prenticeship is often beneficial. 

 
 
• To go to employment with training, such as an apprenticeship, you should understand 

that employers want to have employees with specific skills ( such as teamwork and ICT 
skills)  and many look for good grades in English and maths.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 Optional Subjects 2023 

GROUP ONE SUBJECTS 
You must choose one Subject  from Group 1  

 
   
  GCSE Computer Science   
   
  GCSE  French 
    
  GCSE  Geography  
   
  GCSE  History 
    
  GCSE  Spanish 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUP TWO  SUBJECTS 
You must choose one Subject  from Group 2  

 
  GCSE  Art  
 
  GCSE Computer Science   
 
  CNC    Creative iMedia 
 
  GCSE  Drama   
  
  GCSE DT: Graphics   
   
  GCSE  DT: Product Design  
  
  GCSE  DT: Textiles  
  
  GCSE  Food and Nutrition 
 
  GCSE Geography   
  
  BTEC  Tech Health and Social Care  
 
  GCSE History   
       
  BTEC  Tech Music Practice  
 
  GCSE Sociology 

GROUP THREE SUBJECTS 
You must choose one subject  from Group 3. 

 

                                                                                                                            
  GCSE  Art       
                                              
  CNC    Creative iMedia  
 
  GCSE DT: Graphics  
 
  GCSE DT: Product Design  
                         
        GCSE  Food and Nutrition  
           
  GCSE French  
              
  GCSE Geography                
  
  GCSE History     
              
  BTEC  Tech Music Practice 
    
  GCSE  PE  
 
  GCSE Religious Studies 
 
  GCSE Sociology 
     
  GCSE  Spanish   
  
  BTEC  Tech Travel and Tourism    

GROUP FOUR SUBJECTS 
You must choose one subject  from Group 4. 

 

 
  GCSE  Art    
 
                       CNC    Creative iMedia 
 
           GCSE   Drama                
 
  GCSE  French    
  
  GCSE  Geography             
  
  BTEC   Tech Health and Social Care  
               
  GCSE  History                  
     
  GCSE  Music    
  
  GCSE Religious Studies 
 
  GCSE Sociology 
 
  GCSE Spanish 
 
  BTEC Tech Sport   
   
   
                      
                                                                                             



GSCE Art 
 

What are the aims of this course? 
 
The course develops: 
• Creative, imaginative and practical 

skills for communicating and 
expressing ideas, feelings and 
meanings in art. 
 

• Investigative, analytical, 
experimental and interpretative 
capabilities, aesthetic understanding 
and critical skills. 

 

• An understanding of codes and 
conventions of art, craft and design 
and awareness of the contexts in 
which they operate, and interpreting 
life from their own perspective. 

 

• Knowledge and understanding of 
art, craft and design in contemporary 
societies from other times and 
cultures. 

 

• Develop the skills and 
understanding to enter into future 
creative pursuits and careers in the 
creative industries 

Content  
Learning through and about the arts enriches the experience of 
studying while at school as well as preparing students for life after 
school. 

The subjects encourage self-expression and creativity and can 
build confidence as well as a sense of individual identity. 

Creativity can also help with wellbeing and improving health and 
happiness – many students who have studied art GCSE have 
commented that arts lessons acted as an outlet for releasing the 
pressures of studying as well as those of everyday life. 

Studying arts subjects helps to develop critical thinking and the 
ability to interpret the world around us. 
 
Students may progress to GCE A level Art & Design courses, which 
are key for university/college/apprentice entrance in to future 
creative education  
 
The course is more structured in the first year so that students gain 
confidence and experience in a range of processes, materials and 
skills.  In the proceeding terms, pupils will be supported whilst 
developing a personal response to set themes.  All students are 
requested to invest time as independent study and prep in the art 
department weekly. 

Prep/independent study is an essential part of the course although 
the majority of students take advantage of the open door policy 
available to art students in completing coursework. Students will 
visit Galleries and/or sites of interest in support of their studies 
either organised through the department and/or independently. 

Component Weighting Method of Assessment Requirements 

Personal 
Portfolio 

60% 
Internally Set 
Internally Marked 
Externally Moderated 

Must show evidence of all 
assessment objectives. 
Have a final outcome(s) with 
supporting studies 

Externally Set  
Assignment 

40% 

Externally Set 
Internally Marked 
Externally Moderated 
10 Hours Timed Exam 

Must show evidence of all 
assessment objectives. 
Have a final outcome(s) with 
supporting studies 

Summary of scheme of assessment 

How will you be assessed? 

Portfolio (60%) 
At the end of the course, pupils will display their Portfolio, which should show substantial evidence of all 
assessment objectives and include final outcomes alongside the supporting studies. 
Paper 3: Externally Set Assignment (40%) 
Pupils will be given an externally set assignment paper containing a set theme.  Pupils then have around 
40 hours (10-12 weeks) in which to prepare their supporting studies. The final outcome is then produced 
in a ten hour under controlled conditions. 



 
 

What are the aims and content of this course? 
 

• The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding 
of how computer technology works. Students will no doubt 
be familiar with the use of computers and other related 
technology from their other subjects and elsewhere. 
However, this course will give them an insight into what 
goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer 
programming, which many students find absorbing. 

• The course provides excellent preparation for higher study 
and employment in the field of computer science. There is 
a growing demand for professionals who are qualified in 
this area.  

• The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and 
problem-solving skills through the study of computer 
programming, giving students a fun and interesting way to 
develop these skills, which can be transferred to other 
subjects and even applied in day-to-day life.  

• The course provides excellent preparation for students who 
want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills, 
especially where they are applied to technical problems. 
These areas include engineering, financial and resource 
management, science and medicine. 

GCSE Computer Science 
 

Level 2 Qualification 

Component Weighting Method of Assessment Requirements 

Computer Systems 01 
Externally Set  
Examination 

 
50% 

 
Externally Marked 
Externally Moderated 
1 and a half Hour Exam 

Must show evidence of all 
assessment objectives. 
 

Computational Thinking 02 
Externally Set  
Examination  

 
50% 

Externally Marked 
Externally Moderated 
1 and a half Hour Exam 

Must show evidence of all 
assessment objectives. 
 

 

Summary of scheme of assessment 

  

How will you be assessed? 
 
2 External Examinations (50% each) 
One examination will be about Computer Systems, will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of; Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Networks and the Legal, Ethical 
and Environmental concerns. 
The other examination will be about Computational Thinking, students will be given the opportunity to 
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of; Design a coded solution to a problem including the 
develop and testing of a solution 
1 Programming Project from OCR  
The assessment will be a Programming task that demonstrates student’s ability to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of the basic principles behind computer science; as well as the practical 
application of ideas and concepts.  

Assessment Objectives 
 
The course develops skills so 
students are able to: 
 

• Recall, select and 
communicate their knowledge 
and understanding of computer 
technology 
 

• Apply knowledge, 
understanding and skills to 
solve problems by using 
computer programs 
 

• Analyse and evaluate, make 
reasoned judgements and 
present conclusions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why study Creative iMedia? 
 

• Creative iMedia is great for learning 
about the creative digital industries, a 
growing industry in the UK, or for 
those who want to further their 
studies in this field in college.  

• You’ll be able to get hands on with 
software and hardware to create 
digital media such as digital graphics, 
videos, sounds and websites. 

 
 

Cambridge National Certificate 
 in Creative iMedia 

 

How will you be assessed? 
 
The Creative iMedia course is split up into 3 parts for the J834 Certificate (a full GCSE) and 
consists of 

 

• R093 – a mandatory exam worth 40% of your final grade 

• R094 – a mandatory coursework module worth 30% of your final grade 

• A second coursework module (R095 – R099) chosen by the teacher worth 30% of your 
final grade 

 
Optional units include:  
Characters and Comics, Animation with Audio, Interactive Digital Media, Digital Games 

What is Creative iMedia? 
 

• It is a Cambridge National qualification offered by the exam board OCR.  

• This vocational qualification is directly equivalent to a GCSE and are recognised by 
colleges and universities but has a large practical coursework element (60%). 

When will you be assessed? 
 

Unit Type Weight When 

R094 
Digital Graphics 

Mandatory 
Coursework (NEA) 

25% 
Year 10 

Summer Term 

TBC 
Optional unit 

Coursework (NEA) 
35% 

Year 11  
Spring Term 

R093 
Pre-production and 

planning 
Exam 40% 

Year 11 
Summer Term 

 
You will submit a draft version of your coursework which you are allowed to resubmit if you need 
to make any improvements, however, coursework units can only be resubmitted during the same 
academic year. 

Who might Creative iMedia be the right 
choice for? 
 
Students who:  

• are motivated and work well 
independently. 

• have creative and original design 
ideas 

• are keen to learn in a practical, 
hands-on way 

• enjoy using computers creatively 



 

Core Design and Technology 
All Design and technology students will study the core 

All Design and technology subjects will consist of core DT. For this you will study all the materials used 

across DT along with sustainability, looking at products in society, technology in manufacturing and social 

and moral issues. All of this will be assessed in the end of course with an exam paper in the summer of 

year 11. Along with this you can choose to study your favourite specialism. The subject you have most 

enjoyed in years 7-9. It could be Graphics or Product Design or Textiles 

Core DT with Product 

Design 

In year 10 you will make three 

main products using variety of 

materials.  You will learn how to 

use a range of equipment and 

develop team-working, 

research, analysis, problem-

solving, planning and budgeting 

skills. Designing and 

manufacturing using the latest 

technology is a focus of this 

course. 

Your outcomes will be mostly 

made out of wood, metal and 

plastic but developing your own 

design and creating a working 

product will be your aim.   

In year 11 you will demonstrate 

all of the skills and knowledge 

learnt in year 10 to design and 

manufacture a product based 

around a theme set by the exam 

board.  You will sit the course 

exam in the summer term.  

What skills do I need to be 

successful? Creativity and 

imagination are as important to 

Product Design students as 

independence, organisation and 

communication skills.   

 

Core DT with Graphics 

In year 10 you will learn a range 

of skills including different types 

of drawing using both Sketch 

up, 2D design and the drawing 

boards to draw in Isometric. You 

will design and make a range of 

products in card board, thin 

woods and plastics to create 

graphic products.  

In year 11 you will complete one 

main project for assessment 

using the same graphic 

materials. This piece of 

coursework will include a design 

portfolio and a made product 

and will be worth 50% of your 

GCSE. 

What skills do I need to be 

successful? You need to have 

been successful in year 9 

graphics and show an 

understanding of Isometric 

drawing. You should enjoy all 

the drawing applications that 

you have done in year 9 

including working on the 

drawing board and using sketch 

up on the computer. You should 

be creative and interested in 

design. 

 

Core DT with Textiles 

In year 10 you will have the 

chance to develop your current 

Textiles skills, in order to be 

ready to research, design, and 

make a Textile product for your 

GCSE controlled assessment.   

In year 11 you will complete a 

folder, in which you will carry 

out market research, explore 

other designers, design and 

make a product, and evaluate 

its suitability for commercial 

purposes. This will be 

completed over 9 months, with 

a written exam in the summer. 

What skills do I need to be 

successful? You should feel 

confident carrying out basic 

skills such as cutting fabric, 

hand and machine sewing, and 

knowing basic terminology.  

You should be interested in 

textile products design themes 

and styles, and be able to think 

creatively.  There is a high 

workload, so you will need to be 

good at time management, and 

organisation. 

 

 

You may only pick one of the options: - Graphics or Product Design or Textiles 

How will you be assessed? 

• Non-Exam Assessment: involves the practical application of the theory learnt on this course.  A 
product is designed and made.  Worth 50% of GCSE. 

• Terminal exam: worth 50% of the final mark. This will test your understanding of the theory taught 
on the course and especially your knowledge from the core section 

 



GCSE Drama 

What are the aims of this course? 

The aims of the course are to enable you to use the 
medium of drama: 

• To respond constructively to a variety of 
stimuli 

• To make sense of experience by recalling, 
recognising and expressing thoughts, ideas, 
feelings and emotions 

• To communicate effectively through the use 
of space, movement and text 

• To extend your social awareness of yourself 
as an individual and of yourself within society 

• To gain a practical understanding of the skills 
and techniques needed in a dramatic 
presentation and the ability to apply them 

• To develop the ability to evaluate your own 
work and the work of others 

• To gain an understanding of how Drama as 
an art form can help us understand the real 
world 

• To increase and establish a confident 
approach to people, problems and social 
situations 

What will you learn? 

• How to work effectively within a group 
 

• How to present yourself and perform to 
an audience focusing on 
characterisation and performance skills. 

 

• How the technical aspects of theatre, 
lighting sound, set and costume can 
enhance your work. 

 

• How to develop your knowledge of 
Drama techniques and apply them to 
your work. 

 
• How to read, analyse and create 

performances from scripted plays. 

How will you be assessed? 

Component 1 – Devising Drama (30%) Create your 
own performance and complete a portfolio 
documenting your creative process.  
 
Component 2 – Presenting Text (30%) Perform two 
sections of a play text to a visiting examiner.  
 
Component 3 – Written Exam (40%) based on the 
set text: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller. 
Students will also have to write a review of a live 
piece of theatre.  
 
 

Other Information 

The challenge of the course lies in the 
opportunity provided for the development of 
personal skills and relationship building as well 
as the creative process of making theatre.  This 
will be particularly valuable to those wishing to 
work in areas where effective communication 
with other people is essential, and to those 
wishing to extend their creative skills. 
 
This subject does require good communication 
and team skills, as well as very good 
attendance, motivation, enthusiasm and 
additional rehearsals. 
 
You will be required to write about your work 
and the work of others in an evaluative format.  
You must be dedicated to the subject and be 
prepared to regularly perform your work.  

Useful Skills for Jobs and University 

In Drama you will learn and use an endless amount of transferable skills weekly, that will help you in 
your future career and in life, all whilst using your imagination and having fun! 
 

    Transferable skills 
Communication, team work, time management, decision making skills, directing, planning, negotiation, 
concentration, organisation, quick thinking, working under pressure, adaptability, public speaking, 
thinking outside the box, higher order thinking skills, memory skills. 



GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 

What are the aims of this course? 

Students will: 

• Demonstrate the ability to investigate 
the scientific functions of ingredients 
in written investigation reports.  
 

• Demonstrate effective and safe 
technical skills by planning, preparing 
and using a variety of food, cooking 
techniques and equipment. 

 

• Develop knowledge and 
understanding of the functional 
properties, as well as the nutritional 
content, of food and drinks. 

 

• Understand the relationship between 
diet, nutrition and health. 

 

• Understand and explore a range of 
ingredients and processes from 
different culinary traditions (both 
traditional British and international), to 
inspire new ideas or modify existing 
recipes. 

Is this the course for you? 

• Do you enjoy science? 

• Do you want to know more about nutrition 

and what effects food has on the body? 

• Do you want to extend your knowledge 

and skills in food? 

 

• Are you prepared and organised to bring 

in ingredients and collect your product at 

the end of the day?  

 

• Can you work independently and as part 

of a team?  

What will you learn? 

• The GCSE in Food Preparation and 
Nutrition will equip students with the 
knowledge, understanding and skills 
required to demonstrate and apply the 
principles of food science, nutrition and 
healthy eating. 
 

• Those hoping to pursue a career in the 
food /science and nutrition related industry 
would also find this a beneficial 
qualification. 

 
 

• It should enable them to make informed 
decisions about a wide range of issues 
relating to food including vital life skills 
that enable them to feed themselves and 
others affordably and nutritiously, now and 
later in life. 

 

How will it be assessed? 

Written exam: 
1 hour and 45 minutes - a combination of 
multiple choice questions and a range of 
written answers; (50% of the GCSE). 

Coursework: 
Task 1 – a scientific written investigation 
report of 1,500-2,000 words on a food 
investigation; (15% of the GCSE). 

Task 2 – Food Preparation assessment.  
This will use all the skills, knowledge and 
understanding learnt in year 10 to prepare, 
cook and present a final menu of three 
dishes during an internal three hour 
assessment.  A written portfolio with 
photographic evidence will also be 
presented; (35% of the GCSE). 



GCSE Geography 

 

 

What are the Aims of the Course? 

❖ Understand the different physical and human 
processes that shape our world and the links 
between them 

❖ Understand how geographical processes 
operate, how they are dynamic and change over 
time on a variety of scales  

❖ Explore case studies from the United Kingdom, 
newly emerging economies (NEE) and lower 
income countries (LIC) 

❖ Understand their role in society by considering 
different viewpoints, attitudes and opinions 
about various geographical issues 

❖ The need for sustainable management in order 
to tackle some of our biggest geographical 
issues now and for those future generations to 
follow.  

What Will You Learn? 

You will study topics from the 
following:-   
  
➢ Natural hazards (including 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 
tropical storms and climate 
change) 
 

➢ Coastal landscapes 
 

➢ River landscapes  
 
➢ Ecosystems (including tropical 

rainforests and either deserts or 
cold environments) 
 

➢ Urban issues and challenges 
(including population growth, 
urbanisation and sustainability)  
 

➢ The changing economic world 
(including development issues 
and changes to the UK 
economy) 
 

➢ Resource management (either 
food, water, or energy)  
 

➢ Fieldwork (cost approximately £37)  

How will I be assessed? – 100% examination 

Paper 1 

Physical 
paper  

Natural 
hazards, 
physical 
landscapes 
of the UK, 
Living World 

90 
minutes 

88 marks 
(including 
3 SPAG) 

35% 

Paper 2 

Human 
paper  

Urban 
challenges, 
Economic 
World, 
Resource 
Management 

90 
minutes 

88 marks 
(including 
3 SPAG) 

35% 

Paper 3 

Fieldwork 
and pre-
release 
stimulus 

Issues 
evaluation 
and 
fieldwork 
based 
questions 

60 
minutes 

76 marks 
(including 
6 SPAG) 

30% 

 

Useful Skills for Jobs & University:  

Geography will develop your literacy skills such as interpretation and evaluation. It will develop numeracy 
skills such as data analysis and drawing/interpreting graphs.  It will also develop your ICT skills, photo 
analysis and field sketching.  
 
Geography is one of the only subjects that allows you to understand the world around you by appreciating 
the social, economic, environmental, political and historical processes that shape our planet as well as 
the range of issues and management options available to us.  
 
All skills are valued and respected highly by sixth form, college, universities and employers.  



BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

What are the aims of this course? 

❖ This is a vocational course designed 
to provide a specialist work related 
qualification, equivalent to one 
GCSE. 

❖ Develop your knowledge and 
understanding of the sector 

❖ Appreciate the importance of care 
values 

❖ Analyse and evaluate your skills 

How will you be assessed? 

Two components of your work will be 
coursework based which is marked and 
assessed by your teacher.  
 
One component will be an externally 
assessed piece of work by the exam 
board.  This is similar to a controlled 
assessment, whereby the exam board set 
the objectives and you will be given a 
certain amount of time in which to 
complete the work. 
 
The grades range from a Level 1 Pass and 
Merit, to a Level 2, Pass, Merit, Distinction, 
Distinction *. 

What topics will you do? 

➢ Component 1: Human Lifespan 
Development 
 
Aim to understand how we grow and 
develop throughout our lives. 
 
Assessment: internally assessed 
assignments 
 

➢ Component 2: Health and Social Care 
Services and Values  
 
Aim to get to know how the Health and 
Social Care sector works and the care 
values that underpin it. 
 
Assessment: internally assessed 
assignments 
 

➢ Component 3: Health and wellbeing 
➢  

Aim: To improve someone’s health and 
wellbeing 
 
Assessment: Externally assessed task, in 
which you will create a health and wellbeing 
improvement plan for someone based on a 
brief. 

 

Why do it? 

• You will achieve a nationally recognised 
qualification that could lead to a job in 
any area of the health and social care 
industry. 

 

• To provide an early and clear 
progression route to further vocational 
study courses (e.g. a BTEC Level 3 
course at college or an apprenticeship).  

 

• You are interested in the health and 
social care industry as possible future 
employment. 

 
• You want to find out more about 

human growth, human development 
and care needs 
 

• You prefer coursework based 
assessments and work which is more 
independent in nature. 

Requirements:  

➢ Independence: (Most assignments will require 
you to work on your own with instructions for 
how to complete the assignments and 
guidance from your teacher).  

 
➢ Confidence with ICT and literacy skills. 

 
➢ Reflective learner who will act on feedback 

and improve work. 
 

➢ Teamwork - willing to work in small groups 
when required.  
 

➢ Organisation and ability to work to deadlines.  

Equivalent to 1 GCSE  
 



GCSE History 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the aims of this course? 

• Acquire knowledge and 
understanding of the human past 

 

• Investigate historical events, people, 
changes and issues 

 

• Develop understanding of how the 
past has been represented and 
interpreted 

 

• Use historical sources critically in 
their historical context 

 

• Draw conclusions and appreciate 
that these and other historical 
conclusions are liable to 
reassessment in the light of new or 
reinterpreted evidence 

What will you learn? 

You will be following a course in History covering a 
number of topics which will provide you with the 
opportunity to study the subject in two different 
ways: thematically and in depth. Some of the 
topics you will come across are as follows: 
 

1. Medicine through time, c1250-present 
- Medicine in Britain, c1250-present 
- The British sector on the Western Front 

 
2. Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 
- The Spanish Armada 
- 1559 Church Settlement 

 
3. Superpower relations and the Cold War, 

1941-91 
- Division of Germany and nuclear arms race 
- Flashpoints: Cuba, Berlin, Afghanistan 

 
4. Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 
- Uprisings and hyperinflation 
- Propaganda and control of the masses. 

How will you be assessed? 

The History GCSE (Edexcel) will consist of three 
Exam Papers: 
 

• UNIT 1 – 30%: Medicine through time, 
c1250-present 

 

• UNIT 2 – 40%:Early Elizabethan England, 
1558-88 AND Superpower relations and 
the Cold War 

 

• UNIT 3 – 30%: Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-39 



GCSE Modern Languages 
French, Spanish 

 

 
 

Open doors by studying a language at GCSE 
 

 
What are the aims of this course? 

• Understand and be able to speak and 
write in the foreign language 

 

• Build communication and interpersonal 
skills to enhance future travels and 
careers 

 

• Learn about the Francophone/Hispanic 
world; its  cultures, societies and 
identities  

 
 

What will you learn? 

How to talk about: 

• Holiday and travel 

• Future aspirations, study 
and work 

• Identity and culture 

• International and global 
dimensions 

• Life at school  
 
Key skills: 

• Effective use of 
French/Spanish 
grammar 

• Translation and 
interpreting 

• Successful 
communication and 
confidence building 

How will you be assessed? 

• Listening exam (25%) 

• Reading exam (25%) 

• Speaking exam (25%): Role play, Picture-
based task and Conversation  

• Writing exam (25%)  

Why learn a language? 

• Studying languages vastly improves your 
communication skills 
 

• The ability to communicate in another 
language could significantly raise your salary  

 
 

• Universities and employers look favourably at 
people with a GCSE in a language and for 
some courses, it is a requirement 
 

• Learning languages is good for you!  
Speaking more than one language increases 
your brain capacity and improves vital brain 
functions, such as memory. 

Continuing with other languages you 
can: 

• Join in; it’s a multilingual world! 
 

• Connect with other cultures and 
societies 

 

• Give yourself the edge needed in the 
global job market of the 21st century 

 

• Keep your options much more open 
 

• Enhance your ability to study and 
work abroad in the future 

 



 

GCSE Music 

What are the aims of this course? 

• To develop your skills in the composition and performance of music. 

• To extend your knowledge of music through the study of a range of styles, cultures and 
historical periods, through active participation in practical musical activities. 

GCSE music is a challenging and exciting 2 
year course at which every student can 

succeed.  
 

You don’t need to have had lessons on an  
instrument, although this would be 

advisable. 
 

You don’t need to be able to read music, 
but it will help you, and you will be 

learning how to read music through the 
course. 

 
All you need is the commitment to your 

instrument (or voice), the concentration to 
study some theory of music through listening 

and practical work, and to enjoy music! 

 

How will you be assessed? 

Composing Coursework - 30% 
Two compositions, one in a style of your choice 
and one written to a brief set by the exam in a 
style related to your GCSE studies. This will be 
assessed by the school and externally 
moderated (by way of recordings).   
 
Performing Coursework - 30% 
Regular solo & ensemble performing will take 
place during the course.  Pupils will submit two 
performances - 1 solo performance and 1 group 
performance.  These will be recorded, marked 
by the school and externally moderated. 
 
Listening & Appraising ~Exam - 40% 
The two hour (approx.) listening exam 
assesses written responses to questions 
related to recorded examples of music and in-
depth questions based on pieces related to 
types of music that you have studied in class. 

What will you learn? 

• Listening to a range of music and 
being able to describe the music that 
you hear using appropriate musical 
vocabulary 

• Performing music of your own choice 
as an individual and within a group 

• Composing and arranging music of 
your style and choice 

Set styles of music will be studied each year 
(film music, pop music, rhythms of the 
world, the concerto through time), in 
preparation for the listening exam (40%)  
 
 

You will be required to study a musical 
instrument/composition as part of the course.  
The cost of this is currently £485.10 per year.  

The school will ask you for a voluntary 
contribution towards these costs. 



BTEC Music Level 2 Technical Award in 
Music Practice 

What are the aims of this course? 
 
The BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice is a 
practical introduction to life and work in the industry, 
you will explore the music industry sector while: 
 
• developing skills, including teamwork, leadership 
and communication 
• developing and presenting music to a brief 
• developing your skills in using composition, 
performance and music technology 
• analysing, evaluating and enhancing your music 
learning. 

The BTEC course is a challenging and 
exciting 2 year course at which every 

student can succeed, and achieve a Level 
2 qualification equivalent to 1 GCSE. 

 
You don’t need to have had lessons on an  

instrument 
 

You don’t need to be able to read music.  
 

All you need is the will to succeed, the 
ability to practice and the concentration to 

study some theory of music through 
listening and practical work. 

 

How will you be assessed? 
 

100% COURSEWORK 
 

You will need to complete 3 prescribed modules: 
 

Your core modules will be: 
 

1) Exploring Music Products and Styles 
Explore different styles and genres of music e.g. 
Video game music, hip hop, rock n’ roll etc. 
• Take part in practical workshops to understand 
stylistic features and characteristics. 
• Learn about the different products in the music 
industry. 
• Develop techniques in realising musical products. 
 

2) Music skills development 
Reflect on your progress, and areas for improvement.  
• Choose a job role and explore the skills needed to 
fulfil it.  
• Develop a range of skills.  
• Apply skills and techniques in a music performance, 
creation or production. 
 

3) Responding to a Commercial Music Brief 
Choose an area of the industry that excites you 
(composer, performer, or producer).  
• Explore the brief and come up with possible 
responses and ideas.  
• Use relevant resources, skills and techniques to 
develop and refine musical material.  
• Present your final response (solo or in a group).  
• Evaluate your approach to the brief & final outcome. 
 

*You will need to provide evidence for all modules, 
such as written work/blog, video’s, PowerPoint 

presentations, recordings, etc.* 

CONTENT: What will you learn? 
You will learn skills to help you with the 
following aspects of music. 
 
Understanding the music industry and 
historical/contextual understanding of music 
styles of your choice through practical music 
making and theory 
 
Performing music, individually/in a group. 
 
Composing and arranging music individually 

and with others. 
 
Technology – using technology to create, 
record and arrange music 

You will receive 20 minutes tuition on 

an instrument of your choice 

"I really like that we get to play our own music. We get to 
form bands with our friends and other likeminded musicians. 

I like the freedom to make the music I enjoy" 

You will be required to study a musical 
instrument/composition as part of the course.  
The cost of this is currently £485.10 per year.  

The school will ask you for a voluntary 
contribution towards these costs. 



 

  

GCSE PE 

What are the aims of this course? 

• To provide pupils with the opportunity to 
extend their theoretical and practical 
knowledge within Physical Education. 

 

• To understand the relationship between 
theory and practice. 

 

• To study the structure and function of the 
human body and the physical and 
psychological effects of participation in 
sport. 

 

• To examine the structure and function of 
sport in the wider context of society. 

What will you learn? 

The course will consist of four components 
covering the following theoretical areas: 
 

• Component 1 – 36% 
Fitness and Body Systems 

• Component 2 – 24% 
Heath and Performance 

• Component 3 – 30% 
Practical Performance 

• Component 4 – 10% 
Personal Exercise Programme  

How will you be assessed? 

60% Theory 
This will be assessed by two written examination papers. 

1. Fitness and Body Systems = 1 hour and 30 minutes (36%) 
2. Heath and Performance = 1 hour and 15 minutes (24%) 

 
40% Practical 

• Students’ practical performances in 3 sporting activities (30%) 

• Analysing performance and developing a training programme  
(Personal Exercise Programme) (10%).   

Other Information: Preparation for GCSE PE 

In order to access the grades expected by the student, a history of involvement in 
extracurricular clubs at the school should be in evidence. 
 

• All students wishing to consider GCSE PE should regularly attend 3 of the clubs run 
by the school PE department over the course of the year. 



GCSE Religious Studies  

 

 

What are the Aims of the Course? 

❖ To be able to apply knowledge and 

understanding of Christian and Islamic beliefs 

and practices. 

❖ To apply knowledge and understanding of the 

key sources of wisdom and authority including 

scripture and/or sacred texts. 

❖ To understand the influence of religion on 

individuals, communities and societies. 

❖ To understand different religious perspectives 

on the thematic issues studied within and/or 

between religious and non-religious beliefs such 

as atheism and humanism. 

❖ To be able to apply religious, philosophical and 

ethical arguments related to the issues raised, 

and their impact and influence on the modern 

world. 

 

What Will You Learn? 

   

➢ Key Christian and Islamic 
beliefs and practices 

➢ Different religious beliefs about 
creation and their significance 
for understanding the nature of 
God  

➢ Key Christian and Islamic 
practices, including prayer and 
pilgrimage 

➢ The role and importance of 
Christian and Islamic festivals  

➢ The role of the church in the 
local and worldwide community 

 
Religious teachings, religious, 
philosophical and ethical 
arguments applied to four thematic 
studies: 
 

➢ Religion and life 

➢ Religion, crime and 

punishment 

➢ Religion, peace and 

conflict 

➢ Religion, Human rights 

and social justice   

 

Useful Skills for Jobs & University:  

 

Religious Studies will challenge you with questions about belief, values, meanings, purpose and truth, 
enabling you to develop your own attitude towards religious issues. You will also gain knowledge of how 
religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. Furthermore, it will develop analytical and 
critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas and research skills. 
 
Skills that are valued and respected highly by sixth form, college, universities and employers.  

 

How will I be assessed? – 100% examination 

Component 1: 

The study of 
religions:  

Beliefs, teaching 
and practices   

Christianity 

Islam  

1.45 
minutes 

96 marks 
(plus 6 
SPaG 

marks)) 

50% 

Component  2: 

Thematic 
studies: 
Religious, 
philosophical 
and ethical 
studies    

Religion & life 

Religion, crime 
and punishment 

Religion, peace 
and conflict 

Religion, Human 
rights and social 
justice  

1.45 
minutes 

96 marks 
(plus 3 
SPaG 

marks)) 

50% 

 



GCSE Sociology   

 

 

What are the Aims of the Course? 

• Draw on information and evidence from different 
sources and demonstrate the ability to 
synthesise them 

• Analyse and evaluate different research 
methods used in sociological investigations 

• Analyse and evaluate information and evidence 
presented in different written, visual and 
numerical forms 

• Apply understanding to explore and debate the 
current sociological issues outlined in each of 
the topic areas 

• Use sociological theories and evidence to 
compare and contrast social issues, construct 
reasoned arguments and debates and draw 
conclusion 

What Will You Learn? 

   

➢ Key ideas of classical 
sociologists including  
Durkheim, Weber and Marx, 
referencing their view of the 
world and their contribution to 
the development of sociology  

 
➢ How to apply various research 

methods to different 
sociological contexts, to gain 
transferable skills including: 

 

• how to investigate facts to make 
deductions  

• how to develop opinions and 
new ideas on social issues  

• how to analyse and understand 
the social world  

 
➢ Knowledge and understanding 

of today’s society through 
studying families, education, 
crime and deviance and social 
stratification  

Useful Skills for Jobs & University:  

 

Sociology will develop your understanding of human life, social groups, societies and the human world.  
It will provide a solid introduction to social relations, social institutions and social divisions: essential 
grounding for anyone interested in further study or a career path that involves working with people or 
groups of people, such as management and business, social policy, politics and health occupations. 
  
Sociology trains you to answer the ‘what’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about human societies and to think 
critically. Skills that are valued and respected highly by sixth form, college, universities and employers.  

 

How will I be assessed? – 100% examination 

Paper 1: 

The sociology  of  families  

The sociology of education 

Relevant areas of social theory and 
methodology  

 

1.45 
minutes 

100 
marks  

50% 

Paper 2: 

The sociology of crime and deviance 

The sociology of social stratification  

Relevant areas of social theory and  
methodology   
 

1.45 
minutes 

100 

marks 
50% 

 



 

  

BTEC Tech Award 
in Sport 

What are the aims of this course? 

 
Explore the different types of sports and 
provision and how participants can overcome 
any barriers, along with the technology 
advances. 
 
Investigate the components of fitness and their 
effect on performance, take part in practical 
sport and explore the role of officials. 
 
Develop an understanding of the importance 
and different types of fitness and develop an 
understanding of the body and fitness testing. 

What will you learn? 

This is a vocational course designed to 
provide a specialist work related 
qualification, equivalent to one GCSE: 
 

• Component 1: Preparing 
Participants to Take Part in Sport 
and Physical Activity 
 
Component 2: Taking Part and 
Improving Other Participants 
Sporting Performance 
 

• Component 3: Developing Fitness 
to Improve Other Participants 
Performance in Sport and Physical 
Activity 

How will you be assessed? 

60% Internally assessed assignments 

• Component 1: Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical 
Activity 

• Component 2: Taking Part and Improving Other Participants Sporting 
Performance 

 
40% Externally synoptic assessed 

• Component 3: Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants 
Performance in Sport and Physical Activity 

Other Information: Grades Achieved at BTEC 

The qualification goes from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction* to ensure all students’ 
achievements are recognised. Students need to achieve a L1 Pass or above in the three 
components to achieve the qualification.  The maximum UMS point over the three 
components is 300. 

• Level 2 Distinction* 270 UMS points 

• Level 2 Distinction 240 UMS points 

• Level 2 Merit  210 UMS points 

• Level 2 Pass  180 UMS points 

• Level 1 Distinction 150 UMS points 

• Level 1 Merit  120 UMS points 

• Level 1 Pass    90 UMS points 

Equivalent to 1 GCSE  
 



BTEC Tech Award in Travel & Tourism 

What are the aims of this course? 

❖ This is a vocational course designed 
to provide a specialist work related 
qualification, equivalent to one 
GCSE. 

❖ Understanding of how knowledge 
and skills obtained in the classroom 
relate to the real world of work. 

❖ Provide learners with the 
opportunities to develop key skills for 
future study or employment. 

How will you be assessed? 

Two components of your work will be 
coursework based which is marked and 
assessed by your teacher.  
 
One component will be an externally 
assessed piece of work by the exam 
board. This tests students on the key 
concepts learnt in lessons.  
 
Your work will be assessed depending on 
the standard and quality of the work, 
ranging from pass to distinction grade.  

What topics will you do? 

➢ Complete coursework based assignments 
over a period of 2 years.  

 
➢ Explore the UK’s travel and tourism industry 

in detail, including visits to an off-site 
location and talks from specialists. 

 
➢ Develop an understanding of how customer 

services works in the travel and tourism 
industry by looking at examples of 
companies. 

 
➢ Explore a range of tourist destinations both 

in the UK, Europe and globally to learn 
about the places and their attractions. 

 
➢ Learn how to effectively plan visits in the 

travel and tourism industry including travel, 
accommodation and excursions.  

 
➢ Explore how destinations are advertised and 

how tourists are encouraged to visit 
locations by a variety of marketing strategies 
(TV adverts, brochures, leaflets, posters). 

Why do it? 

• You will achieve a nationally recognised 
qualification that could lead to a job in 
any area of the Travel and Tourism 
industry. 

 

• To provide an early and clear 
progression route to further vocational 
study courses (e.g. a BTEC Level 3 
course at college or an apprenticeship).  

 

• You are interested in the travel and 
tourism industry as possible future 
employment. 

 
• You want to find out more about tourist 

locations around the world. 
 

• You prefer coursework based 
assessments and work which is more 
independent in nature. 

Requirements:  

➢ Independence: (Most assignments will require 
you to work on your own with instructions for 
how to complete the assignments and 
guidance from your teacher).  

 
➢ Confidence with ICT and literacy skills. 

 
➢ Reflective learner who will act on feedback 

and improve work. 
 

➢ Teamwork - willing to work in small groups 
when required.  
 

➢ Organisation and ability to work to deadlines.  

Equivalent to 1 GCSE  
 


