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NOVELS… 

 

Jonathon Strange & Mr Norrell – Clarke, Susanna 

Set in an alternate 19thC England, this book is about magic and magicians. Lots of characters 

throughout, some appear briefly. It is a big book with lots of footnotes, try it if you enjoy spells and 

enchantments.  

Perks of being a Wallflower, The – Chbosky, Stephen 

A haunting novel about passivity v passion. Told from Charlie’s point of view, the story is in the form 

of letters (epistolary format) and hides a dark secret from his past. Charlie is shy and introverted and 

this comes across in the book giving a fresh naivety to the character as he traverses his adolescence, 

coming out of his shell as he meets new friends. Sad, sweet and lovely. 

Kestrel for a Knave, A – Hines, Barry 

Engaging, gritty, bleak. Billy Casper escapes his life through nature and the company of a falcon 

which represents freedom and release from what is essentially an unpleasant family environment. Set 

in Yorkshire in the 1960’s, the story is told in a single day with flashbacks. Billy is a great literary 

character written by Hines with a prose of beautiful nature mixed with social realism. No happy ever 

after here, but the book was made into the iconic film ‘Kes’ where Hines stood his ground after Disney 

wanted to change the ending. Read the book, see the film. 

Clockwork Orange, A – Burgess, Anthony 

Controversial classic. A modern science fiction, a dystopian horror, a black comedy, an exploration of 

choice. Told from the point of view of Alex, the story is set in a future world where lawlessness is a 

way of life, criminals run amok and the ‘state’ deals with them by putting them in a ‘conditioning 

program’ in order to make them better citizens. Alex is chosen. The novel is really inventive; action 

packed, lots of psychology, reflections on society and even a made up lingo that the characters use 

called ‘nadsat’. There is a lot of violence and sex so be warned! ...  there’s also the Stanley Kubrick film 

from the ‘70s with the same title to check out if you choose (graphic content, so be advised) 

Valley of the Dolls – Susann, Jacqueline 

American cult classic from the ‘60s. A coming of age story as three young girls, portrayed as 3 very 

different characters, move to New York to seek fame and fortune. Some say the book characters were 

based on Marilyn Monroe, Grace Kelly and Judy Garland (google who if you don’t know) and as 

friends and enemies they learn the hard way that fame and beauty doesn’t always equal happiness. 

The novel follows them through their exploits and is a good portrayal of the times. 

Princess Bride, The – Goldman, William 

Sharp edged fairy tale. It’s a wild ride and the plot moves quickly… an edge-of-your-seat adventure 

involving a six-fingered killer, a royal fiend, a misunderstood giant, a vengeful Spaniard, a retired 

miracle worker, and the mysterious masked man in black. 
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Wasp Factory, The – Banks, Iain 

The novel follows Frank, the 16yr old protagonist, a disturbed teenager who admits to killing 3 

people... “What a delight to behave really badly and still get loads of sympathy!” The text is gripping, 

and there are a couple of gruesome scenes. It is almost impossible to predict the outcome even though 

there are clues sprinkled throughout the book, this is a unique, clever, compelling and bizarre read. A 

modern classic indeed. 

Empire of the Sun – Ballard, JG 

This compelling novel is based on the author’s own childhood in Shanghai when it was under Japanese 

occupation during the Second World War. The story follows 14yr old Jamie through the invasion to 

the end of the war, from happily living in Shanghai with his wealthy family to ending up in a 

concentration camp. It’s the story of one boy and it’s beautifully written.  

House of Cards – Dobbs, Michael 

Greed, corruption, ambition. One man who will do anything to become Prime Minister and a young 

reporter trying to uncover truths. A thriller of a ride into the world of politics. The book that led to the 

massively successful Netflix series. 

Casino Royale – Fleming, Ian 

The first book featuring the character of James Bond published in 1953.  Agent 007 is dispatched to a 

French casino to basically bankrupt a Russian agent. It’s a reasonably quick read, introducing the 

reader to James Bond, who actually comes across as a bit dorky rather than the action hero we have 

come to know from the films. Fleming tells a great spy story with some fabulous character names but 

he also introduces us to a world of luxury that is easy to get absorbed into. Try it! 

Wolf Hall – Mantel, Hilary 

Booker Prize winner in 2009, the novel is centered on Thomas Cromwell who was an advisor to Henry 

VIII. Historically accurate it does portray a certain side of Cromwell’s character and perhaps leaves 

out the more scandalous affairs of the time. For those with a real historical interest, this is for you. 

Life of Pi – Martel, Yann 

The story of a 16yr old boy Pi, who ends up shipwrecked with a tiger, an orangutan and a zebra. 

Clever, original, densely written but will reward those who persevere. The novel runs deep about fear, 

boredom and humanity. The film adaptation by Ang Lee is not be missed.  

Road, The – McCarthy, Cormac 

Fantastic example of post-apocalyptic writing, a story about a journey undertaken by a man and his 

young son. Brutal, yet tender, the book is hard to put down as you want to keep reading in order to 

keep these characters alive. Horror and gore obviously, but also a wonderful example of a father/son 

relationship. 
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Atonement – McEwan, Ian 

A complex story with a great narrative. At the start, the reader is lured into thinking this is a twee 

romance but throw in a WW2 storyline, a realistic account of a nurse’s life, a crime mystery, twists 

and turns, a big surprise at the end that brings you right back to the beginning and you have an 

example of true post-modern metafiction. 

Shining, The – King, Stephen 

One of the author’s finest character creations, 5 yr. old Danny is a shiner ‘aglow with psychic voltage’. 

Although Danny remains the main character, the story is really about his father Jack, a violent 

alcoholic and caretaker of the Overlook Hotel. Set in winter with the mountain roads impassable and 

the hotel cut off, inner demons abound. A metaphorical novel full of supernatural horror, thrills and 

suspense. Published in the 70’s. 

Sophie’s World – Gaarder, Jostein 

“The curiosity about the unknown is actually what triggers a mind to attain knowledge.” A beginner’s 

guide to philosophy or a fantasy novel? Set in Norway, 14yr old Sophie receives 2 letters with 2 

questions… “Who are you?” & “Where does the world come from?” … except these letters are 

addressed to another girl called Hilde from a philosopher called Alberto Knox. How will Sophie 

unravel the mysteries and riddles?  

Book Thief, The – Zusak, Markus 

An absorbing and thought provoking coming of age story set in Germany during WW2 with a theme 

about the nature and importance of books, words, reading and writing. Liesel is a young German girl 

who *finds* a book ‘The Gravediggers Handbook’ beside her brother’s grave. She is illiterate but with 

help learns to read and becomes fascinated with books and their words. The story is narrated by 

‘Death’ himself and features characters that form life changing relationships with Liesel.  

Kite Runner, The – Hosseini, Khaled 

Set in Afghanistan in 1975, twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting tournament 

and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen 

to Hassan that afternoon, an event that will shatter their lives. A story of love, betrayal and 

redemption that’s beautifully written.  

Night Circus, The – Morgenstern, Erin 

A mysterious and magical travelling circus that shows up in places without warning, only opening at 

night… The story centers around two magicians and the ‘game’ they have to play and is an unusual 

literary tale full of eccentric characters and rich imaginative detail. The book is a slow simmer and 

takes patience to read but is rewarding nonetheless. 
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Game of Thrones – Martin, George R R 

The first book in the Song of Fire and Ice series is inclusive of vast and complicated plots centering on 

‘The Wall’ ‘The Seven Kingdoms’ and ‘The East’. There are hundreds of different named characters, 

each with their own backgrounds and motivations, but as each chapter is headed with a different 

character it becomes easier for you as a reader to keep track. Because of the amount of detail that 

George Martin puts into the story, it becomes easier to picture and create the scenes in your head, 

making it a really absorbing read. Don’t be put off by the many pages as this book is more readable 

than you may think. 

Brave New World – Huxley, Aldous 

A classic dystopian novel published in 1932 with insightful parallels to the society of today. The 

characters in Huxley’s world are all conditioned physically and psychologically for their predestined 

roles in society therefore everyone is happy and society should be stable. Throughout the novel Huxley 

explores themes that question ‘personal freedom’ versus ‘the common good’. An oft debated book 

against Orwell’s 1984. Try it and see what you think. 

Half of a Yellow Sun – Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi 

Published in 2006, the novel is set in Nigeria in the 1960’s, based upon real events well researched by 

the author and focused on five main characters and their lives; but it is also about Africa in the wider 

sense… class, race, ethnic allegiances and colonialism. Beautifully written and a prize winning novel 

which was adapted into film in 2013 starring John Boyega. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


