
KS3 Assessment Procedures 

History 

 

How do you assess student progress in your subject area at KS3? 
 
 Students complete three assessments a year in Key Stage 3. Each of these are focused upon 
a particular skill set required to operate effectively as a historian. Students will complete 
one assessment for each skill, in each year, so will have three chances to demonstrate each 
skill across the Key Stage. The first skill is causation, which assesses students on their ability 
to construct a narrative by gathering evidence to analyse the factors that led to an event’s 
outcome, as well as evaluate cause and consequence. The second skill is source work and 
will involve students being able to assess the utility of primary sources from the past to 
make an informed judgement on their relative value to us as modern day historians. The 
final skill is interpretation and will require students to use their knowledge and 
understanding of the past to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of secondary 
interpretations of historians non-contemporary to the events in question. 
  
How do these assessments inform staff judgements of student progress against their 
Progress Pathways? 
 
All assessments at the Key Stage 3 level using mark schemes that quote directly from the 
History Key Stage 3 Pathways. This provides as much continuity as possible and will ensure 
students can appreciate what is required for them to access the success criteria of each 
pathway grade. As a result, the assessments will provide a foundation for staff judgements 
at Key Stage reporting, however, it should be noted that whilst the assessments focus on 
one particular skill, judgements would also draw on class work that demonstrates student 
ability in other skills as well as any behaviour or pastoral issues within History lessons. 
  
Where is the evidence to support these judgements? How do you know students are 
progressing? 
 

Judgements of students will draw on pastoral and behavioural performance in class, the 

quality of work and prep produced on a consistent basis and the criteria for the 

assessments, which draw upon the pathway descriptors. This will offer greater flexibility to 

staff in making their judgements to be as accurate and fair as possible. The Pathways 

themselves have been designed to split into the three main skills needed in the History 

GCSE, and have been written to stagger the complexity of these skills from year 7 through to 

year 11, finishing with students sitting their exams drawing upon skills that have been 

familiar since year 7. 

  




