
KS3 Assessment Procedures 

English 

 

How do you assess student progress in your subject area at KS3? 

In English, we assess students’ progress through a number of class assessments throughout 

the year, through marking of books and through end of year exams. Assessments occur 

roughly every half a term and students will sit at least one assessment in Reading, Writing 

and Speaking and Listening across each school year that will be graded against their 

pathway with an indicator of ‘EP/GP/IP/BP’. Students are also assessed in their end of year 

exam with features both elements of Reading and Writing skills. Copies of the criteria can be 

found in the front of every students’ book and on the front of each assessment that they 

complete. These were designed and personalised from the ‘Herts for Learning’ county 

guidance. 

 

How do these assessments inform staff judgements of student progress against their 

Progress Pathways? 

Staff use end of unit assessments to evaluate which skills students are excelling at and 

which skills still require additional development. Students complete assessments on A4 

assessment booklets and the department has recently implemented a policy where the 

relevant pathway criteria is stuck to the front of the assessment and then the teacher ticks 

the skills that have been evidenced in the piece of work. This makes it very visual for the 

student to see which areas they still need to focus on. 

 

Where is the evidence to support these judgements? How do you know students are 

progressing? 

Evidence to support teacher judgements can be found in their end of unit assessments and 

their exercise books. Throughout the year the department moderates exercise books and 

assessments during department meetings. Teachers also cross reference standards of 

marking throughout the year with their equivalent teacher on the other half of the year. The 

KS3 coordinator also closely monitors the data inputted during the reporting cycle and 

identifies students that are underperforming before investigating further as to what support 

needs to be put in place. Learning walks are regularly carried out across the department 

which include a marking focus to check the standard of feedback given. 

  




