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AUTHORS… 

Bronte, Emily 

Dickens, Charles, 

Dostoevsky, Fyodor 

Doyle Conan, Arthur 

Dumas, Alexandre 

Haggard, H. Rider 

Hawthorn, Nathaniel 

Hugo, Victor 

Poe, Edgar Allen 

Radcliffe, Ann 

Shelley, Mary 

Stoker, Bram 

Tolstoy, Leo 

NOVELS… 

 

Wuthering Heights – Bronte, Emily    

 Enduring classic. Fascinating read with a layered narrative. Cathy and Heathcliff; a mutual love or a 

relationship built on insanity, betrayal, envy and revenge. A story of tragedy, class division and love. 

 

Frankenstein – Shelley, Mary    

 …presents the epic battle between man and monster. In trying to create life, the young student Victor 

Frankenstein unleashes forces beyond his control, setting into motion a long and tragic chain of 

events that brings Victor to the very brink of madness. How he tries to destroy his creation, as it 

destroys everything Victor loves, Frankenstein is a powerful story of love, friendship, scientific hubris, 

and horror.       
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Moby Dick – Melville, Herman 

 Tale of an insane captain of a whaling ship. When the young Ishmael gets on board Captain Ahab's 

whaling ship, little does he suspect that the mission on which he is about to embark is the fulfilment 

of his master's obsessive desire for revenge. One of the great classic American novels, Moby Dick 

epically combines rip-roaring adventure, a meticulously realistic portrayal of the whaling trade and a 

profound philosophical disquisition on the nature of good and evil. Kudos to those who manage to get 

to the end, you’ll be the envy of those who don’t! 

 

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Stevenson, Robert Louis 

Literature classic. Dr Jekyll has discovered the ultimate drug, a chemical that can turn him into 

something else. Suddenly, he can unleash his deepest cruelties in the guise of the sinister Hyde, 

transforming himself at will, roaming the streets of fog-bound London as his monstrous alter-ego. It 

seems he is master of his fate, it seems he is in complete control… but soon he will discover that his 

double life comes at a hideous price. Everyone has a dark side. 

 

Dracula – Stoker, Bram 

Another literature classic. When solicitor Jonathan Harker visits a castle in Transylvania to help his 

client, Count Dracula, purchase a house, he makes many shocking discoveries about him. Then 

strange incidents begin to occur in England… an unmanned ship is wrecked at Whitby; strange 

puncture marks appear on a young woman's neck; and the inmate of a lunatic asylum raves about the 

arrival of his 'Master'. Many adaptations have followed… 

 

Turn of the Screw, The – James, Henry 

A governess starts to believe that the house she is working in is haunted by ghosts... but are the 

appearances what they seem? A ghost or a hallucination? Who else sees what she sees? Is The Turn of 

the Screw a subtle, self-conscious exploration of the haunted house of Victorian culture, filled with 

echoes of sexual and social unease? Or is it simply, `the most hopelessly evil story that we have ever 

read'? … you decide! 

 

Jane Eyre – Bronte, Charlotte 

This literary classic always in demand, challenges conventions of desire, family, class and just how 

much of our identity we are willing to give up for those we love. An appointment as a governess at the 

gothic mansion of Thornfield offers orphan Jane more than she could ever dream of until tragedy 

strikes… 
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In a Glass Darkly – Fanu Le, Sheridan 

Master of the supernatural tale, Le Fanu presents a collection of short stories, the best known being 

vampire tale ‘Carmilla’. Other stories include tales around premature burial, the sinister double and 

examples of medical gothic. Don’t read late at night! 

 

Phantom of the Opera, The – Leroux, Gaston 

One of the most well-known and well-loved gothic horror stories, Leroux's suspenseful tale of 

unrequited love, passion and tragedy is both dark and moving in its portrayal of Erik, secretly living 

beneath the Paris Opera House, shrouding the place in fear with the legends of his disfigured face. If 

you get to see it on stage, both the music and theatrics are haunting. 

 

Northanger Abbey – Austen, Jane 

Classic Austen novel. Different to her other titles, some may say her most ‘literary’. With a light 

hearted gothic genre satire, Austen still manages to highlight the ills of a society where power exploits 

the weaker. 

 

Woman in White, The – Collins, Wilkie 

Victorian gothic classic, the first and most influential of the genre, combining horror with 

psychological realism. The novel pursues questions of identity and insanity along the paths and 

corridors of country houses and the madhouse. It all starts with a spectral encounter in the middle of 

a road… not to mention vanilla bonbons, white mice and poison! 

 

Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The – Washington, Irvine 

Well known American classic traditionally read around Halloween. Slowly layered horror, the 

headless horseman may haunt your nightmares! Great character names… Brom Bones, Ichabod, Van 

Tassel. The story takes place in 1790, in a settlement called Tarry Town. In Tarry Town, there is a glen 

called Sleepy Hollow… Lots of different versions of the novel and film adaptations abound. 

 

Picture of Dorian Gray, The – Wilde, Oscar 

Classic. Victorian gothic novel about a man who exchanges his soul for eternal youth and beauty. So, 

a novel about the ‘sinister double’ in the gothic genre, Dorian is able to indulge his corrupt desires 

whilst still being seen as a gentleman within ‘polite society’. Only his portrait (picture) reveals the 

truth. Seen as scandalous and shocking at the time of publication. 


