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Cancellation of Gold Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
Following on from my previous email we have now received guidance from the Department of 
Education regarding school trips and visits. I was hoping to be able to run the expedition in 
September but the guidance means that schools are unable to run any residential trips within the 
Autumn Term, this obviously includes Gold Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.  
 
Regretfully, this means we cannot run the Assessed Expedition for F Year Gold students. This is not a 
decision taken lightly but necessary given the current unprecedented times. This is a shame for me 
personally as I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the group and I will not be able to see them 
complete the final stage of their DofE journey. I will however still administer their awards from 
school and remain fully committed to supporting students through to the conclusion of their DofE 
programme. 
 
Even though we are unable to run school trips, Outdoor Genius (our school DofE expedition 
partner) have teamed up with Wayahead Training to offer some 'Open Expeditions' throughout the 
summer. I strongly suggest you look at these as an alternative as this will enable students to 
complete their awards. I have attached an information sheet which includes links to more 
information and a booking form. I know that these expeditions will be put on the DofE website too 
so early booking may be wise. 
 
We will refund £175 of the subscription paid in due course (the balance covering the DofE 
registration and the practice expedition). Please email finance@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk quoting; 
student name; sort code and account number & 'F Year DofE Gold'. Finance will then arrange for a 
refund to be paid when we return to school in September. 
 
If you have any queries please email me on arl@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 
 
Thank you. 
 
Andy Riley 
DofE Co-ordinator 
Monk’s Walk School 
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