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What knowledge and understanding will be gained this term? 

The focus of this project is to gain a good knowledge of mechanisms 
These include: 

• What are the four types of motion and how they can be used? 
• How and why different mechanisms are used. 
• How production plans are used to plan the making of a prototype.  

 
During the practical element of the project students will understand the importance of testing and 
modifying their work. 

 

What skills will be acquired and developed this term? 

Machining and hand skills will be developed.  These include designing techniques, cutting and shaping 
methods, assembly and joining.  Accurately of these this and workshop safety is highly regarded.   
 

The project also focused on developing independence, a skill much valued within the DT curriculum.   

 

What will be the Key Assessment(s) during this term? 

Pupils will be assessed on the following: 

 Their ability to collect and collate relevant research 

 Their ability to develop a clear working drawing 

 Their ability to use the practical skills they have learnt to make a high quality product 

 Collaborate with other students in the class to give and gain support 

 

How can you help? 

It is important to check that your child understands the nature and the purpose of their preparation for 
learning tasks before they attempt them.  Please, check their preparation for learning task once it is 
completed and encourage them to correct any spelling, punctuation and grammar mistakes. 
 

 

Supportive Websites/resources 

Websites 

 The theme for this project is endangered animals, the following website will be of great use in 
researching this topic:  www.iucnredlist.org then click on “photos” 

 Pupils will need to research the materials they are using, I recommend:  www.mr-dt.com 
 

Ways to encourage enthusiasm and interest in the subject  

 Visit the Science Museum, London’s Design Museum  

Watching television programmes such as “How Do They Do It” which can be watched on line at  
http://www.channel5.com/shows/how-do-they-do-it/episodes  and “Grand Designs” which can be 
watched at  http://www.channel4.com/programmes/grand-designs 
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