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Find below the British values as defined by Ofsted and the way we tackle these through our curriculum and 
extra-curricular teaching. I have also added a section on tackling grooming and extremism.  
 
Democracy 
 

Art and 
Photography 

Art and photography displays make the work students are doing visible for the school 
community and visitors to share and experience. Displays of artwork can be a very 
powerful way of demonstrating the school is committed to promoting British Values. Units 
of work always include an exploration of art and artist, including that of British artists both 
past and present. Work is often charged with narrative and symbolism not only nationally 
but also internationally.  

• Year 7 units includes an exploration of identity and popular culture through the 
exploration of Pop Art.  

• Year 8 explores a sense of place beginning with a response to prominent British poet 
Lemn Sissay. This particular unit is focussed on the inclusivity and diversity of the 
United Kingdom and is intended as a celebration of Black History Month. The students 
move onto the work of John Piper, exploring the commissioned work that celebrated 
and recorded British significant cultural buildings. The students then compare and 
contrast the work of the celebrated British artist David Hockney, in particular exploring 
how in his later years recorded the rural landscapes in and around his hometown of 
Bradford and the area of north Yorkshire. The culmination of this exploration will result 
in student capturing their own sense of place and the rural, urban landscapes in which 
they live. 

• Year 9 explore how art and artists explore the recording of natural forms and the 
variety of processes and techniques used. The students also touch upon history and 
symbolism in art.  

• GCSE into A Level is all self-initiated and explores the students’ work from a variety 
of personal perspectives and narratives from broad issue-based work to personal 
journeys and their own sense of ‘Identity’, experiences and insights. Discussion 
based activities support all key stages and how art is a form of universal 
communication that crosses many languages and cultural barriers.  

• A Level art and photography are spread with historical contextual studies exploring 
the sociology and context of time and place. This covers the impact of social and 
economic changes of the past two centuries since the introduction of commercial 
photography, its impact on communicating political, social, economic and cultural 
change and differences. Art has to glean insights from art history to allow a common 
language in visual culture to be communicated effectively. As our approach to 
designing the curriculum in all key stages encourages independent decision making 
and reflection, personal identity insights are fundamental, therefore a meditation on 
students own identity as part of British culture inevitably is touched upon regularly 
through both formal and informal classroom interactions and the work that is being 
pursued. 

MFL ‘A’ Level French and Spanish considers democracy in French and Spanish speaking 
countries and we compare to UK systems. Students also consider how laws have 
changed over time in France and Spain and the impact that this has had. In year 12 
French, students learn about attitudes towards crime and how criminals are treated. 

Music During Key Stage Three students work regularly in groups where creative decisions must 
be reached collectively on instrument roles and compositional ideas. 

History Year 7: The invention of democracy in Ancient Greece, Magna Carta and the 
development of Parliament 

British Values: How We Promote British Values at 
Monk’s Walk School 
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Year 8: The increased importance of Parliament following the English Civil Wars and 
the Glorious Revolution, the fight for independence in India  
Year 9: Women’s suffrage, dictatorship in 20th Century Germany 
Year 10: The Cold War  
Year 12: The English Civil War, French Revolution and German Nationalism 

PSHCE 
 

Year 7: Politics. We study school politics; how school rules are made, the role of school 
council and student voice in creating a democracy and we compare this to how the 
government make laws. We explore the importance of accepting others, celebrating 
difference and understanding why others may hold different beliefs.  
Year 8: Immigration. This lesson is part of our Discrimination unit in which we discuss 
that some countries do not have a democratic society, and how this may be a reason for 
immigration. Throughout the unit we encourage students to reflect on how their opinions 
are formed. We explore the difference between equality and equity with regards to 
supporting others. Our staying safe unit includes points of law with regards to topics such 
as FGM. 
Year 9: Mock Magistrates Project. In lessons 1, 2 and 3 of this unit we learn about the 
differences between a magistrates and crown court and the important role of the jury. 
Through this we bring in their rights and responsibilities as citizens to vote. In our RSE 
unit we teach students about the importance of honesty, trust and respect when 
ascertaining whether or not consent has been given and legally can be given. 
Year 11: We continue to build on the values explored in year 9 RSE with regards to trust, 
mutual respect and why these core values are so important in healthy relationships. 
Year 12: We deliver lessons on politics, the main political parties and discuss the 
importance of voting and making an informed decision. We also have magistrates coming 
into PSHCE lessons to deliver a ‘court case’ in which the students are actively involved. 
Lessons are also delivered on topics such as forced marriage and countries which retain 
the death penalty to allow students to reflect on the values held in the UK. 

English Ideas about democratic society are covered in ‘An Inspector Calls’ in Year 8.  
The theme of democracy is covered in the study of ‘Lord of the Flies’ and ‘Animal Farm’ 
in Years 10 and 11. Both texts explore ideas about leadership, authority and societal 
divisions. 
In Media Studies in Year 12 and 13 we look at the newspaper industry and cover topics 
about democracy and the electoral system in the UK. 

Drama Year 7: Learning to work co-operatively in a group and being democratic with ideas, 
Greek theatre and Greece where democracy was created.  
Year 8: Refugee Boy  
Year 9: Devising drama and working as a group in a democratic way to develop ideas 
Years 10 and 11: Devising drama, Billy Elliot. 

Geography Year 7: The schemes of work will introduce students to the value of democracy. Student 
will look at diversity within cities and the idea of multiculturalism. Students are also given 
opportunity to develop the value of respect and tolerance through this teaching.  
Year 8: Lessons introduce the concept of extremism and how this often undermines our 
values of liberty in countries around the world. Students also have opportunity to 
readdress the importance of democracy and look at how this applies to individuals’ 
Human Rights.  
Year 9: Lessons will address the value of respect and tolerance. Students are taught 
about different cultures around the world and look at those that are indigenous and under 
threat.  
Year 10 and 11: Students readdress the previous values mentioned through exploring 
development within countries that are rich and those that are poor. Students made an 
analysis of the population of cities and the cultural mix.  
Year 12 and 13: Students have opportunity to discuss about the causes and effects of 
Brexit in our society, multiculturalism in London and how the cultural mix has changed 
over time. 

Computer 
Science 
(KS4) 

The effect of social media on democracy, including censorship in China and aspects such 
as the alleged Russian interference in the 2016 American presidential election, the 
phenomenon of fake news, and the use of platforms such as Twitter for politicians to 
communicate with the electorate. 
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Students are made aware of sites such as www.theyworkforyou.com and 
https://email.number10.gov.uk/, which allow interested voters to keep track of what is 
happening in the political world, and contact their elected representatives. 

As part of the social and ethical elements of the course, the digital divide brings into 
question whether the ‘digitally poor’ experience true democracy and this issue is starting 
to be addressed with healthy student debate at the end of Year 10. 

Whole-
school 
 

We routinely consult all key stakeholders of the school on a broad range of issues and 
topics. Form representatives feed their views into year and school council. Students are 
also given a voice on broader issues to do with their schooling through focus groups 
which feed into area reviews. Parents complete an annual questionnaire based on 
Parentview questions. There is also a staff questionnaire. From these processes there 
are lots of ‘you said, we did’ actions. One such example is where students and parents 
were involved in a uniform change where they were given a vote on the options available.  
 
We ran debates and a mock election for the last general election.  We also held debates 
and a mock EU referendum (61% voted remain!). We have also gathered student views 
through online surveys, such as ‘The Big Ask’ run by the children’s commissioner as well 
as our own surveys on sexual harassment in schools and staying safe. 

 
Rule of Law  
 

RE GCSE Unit: Crime and Punishment: The need for law and justice 
Year 9 Law and order – Why do we have laws? Types of crime; including hate crimes and 
sentencing.  
Year 13: Sociology studies the criminal justice system, role of police and courts in relation 
to how offenders are dealt with in the CJS.     

MFL ‘A’ Level French and Spanish considers democracy in French and Spanish speaking 
countries and we compare to UK systems. Students also consider how laws have 
changed over time in France and Spain and the impact that this has had. In year 12 
French, students learn about attitudes towards crime and how criminals are treated. 

History Year 7: Magna Carta  
Year 11: Dictatorship in Twentieth Century Germany 

PSHCE Year 7: Politics. How are laws made 
Year 8: Discrimination. Laws surrounding hate crime (homophobia, disability, racism). 
Drugs Education: The law and the different punishments linked to different classes of 
drugs. 
Year 9: Relationships and Sex Education: The laws of consent. Mock Magistrates Project 
covers a real-life example of a crime, how this is investigated and how the case 
progresses to court, it also examines the sentencing options available to the Magistrates. 
Gangs, Crime and Punishment: The laws surrounding ASB and lesson 3 invites students 
to assess the success of punishments such as ASBOs in preventing the young person 
from reoffending. 
Year 12: Relationships and Sex Education; The laws in the UK regarding forced marriage 
and how this differs in other countries. 

DofE Personal discipline is a major part of undertaking DofE. Students learn that there are strict 
rules if they wish to be part of the scheme which, if not followed will not enable students 
to complete their award.  

English Ideas about the governing laws in British society are covered in ‘An Inspector Calls’ in 
Year 8. 
The theme of the rule of law is covered in the study of ‘Lord of the Flies’ and ‘Animal Farm’ 
in Years 10 and 11. The creation of new societies and the way in which laws are written 
and potentially abused are covered in both texts. Hierarchy and law is taught through the 
study of ‘Macbeth’. 

Drama Year 8: What happened to Lulu SoW: Police investigation, looking at the rights that young 
people have, leading to Theatre in Education based on an issue of the students’ choice.  
Year 9: Blood Brothers and Bang, Bang You’re Dead. 

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
https://email.number10.gov.uk/
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Year 10: Students devise their own piece of drama, which can include stimuli based on 
criminal events and prosecution. 

PE Students are taught about age-appropriate rules, fairness and respect, through a variety 
of PE activities and sports both within the curriculum and through our extra-curricular 
provision. We adhere to, and students are aware of, guidance and laws from the National 
Governing Bodies for individual sports. We have an established ethos in PE with regard 
to how to win and lose fairly and understand good sportsmanship. 

Computing 
(KS3) 

Year 8 lesson on legal aspects, including sharing nudes and copyright law.  This lesson 
also covers a number of other laws that apply to online behaviour, such as the Computer 
Misuse Act, and the Malicious Communications Act, etc.  As an extension, students were 
expected to find out about the Data Protection Act and GDPR. 

The importance of copyright is further emphasised in subsequent creative units, such as 
the ‘Finding and Presenting Information’ unit, and the HTML and CSS unit. 

Data protection law is also part of the Year 9 Database unit. 

The Year 9 e-reputation lesson includes the legal ‘right to be forgotten’. 

The digital divide, further exposed during lockdown, will be sensitively touched on along 
with gender equality in Computing 

The Digital World project includes investigation of cyber-crime and cyber detection, and 
legislation that applies to new technologies, such as the Investigatory Powers Act 2016. 

Computer 
Science 
(KS4) 

In KS4, computer science students are expected to study how to investigate and discuss 
computer science technologies such as networks, while considering legal issues, and to 
study the following relevant legislation; 

• Data Protection Act (even the latest version of the spec, dated August 2018, does 
not mention the GDPR) 

• Computer Misuse Act 

• Copyright Designs and Patents Act 

• Creative Commons Licensing 

• Freedom of Information Act 2000 

Science In A Level Biology, students are taught about the use of legislation in the protection of 
ecosystems and the environment. 

Whole 
school 

Students are aware of our rewards and consequences system and are encouraged to 
co-operate through our ‘daily consistencies’ and ‘MONKS’ character habits. Students 
are aware that actions have consequences, be-it positive or negative. Students are 
aware of how to earn MONKS achievement points and understand our consequences 
system should they fall short of our expectations. 

 
Liberty and Mutual Respect 
 

PSHCE Year 7: Kindness. Lesson 3 is kindness throughout history, looking at acts of kindness 
that shaped our world. Lesson 4 is kindness in the world’s main religions, how they 
respect others and Lesson 5 is kindness in sport, specific examples of respect and 
kindness.  
Year 8: Discrimination, homophobia, gender identity, racism and bullying lessons all cover 
the importance of accepting and respecting other people. 
Year 9: Relationships and Sex Education. The importance of trust and mutual respect in 
sexual relationships, and the idea that trust is built over time. The characteristics of a 
healthy relationship and warning signs of a potentially unsafe relationship. 
Year 10: Theme Day, which focuses on RSE. 

Resilience 
Programme 

Years 7 and 8: throughout the course students learn to respect others’ views and 
understand that all views are relevant in a classroom and society. Lessons 8 
(Assertiveness), 9 (Negotiation) and 10 (Compromise) are particularly relevant. 

History Year 7: The Peasants’ Revolt  
Year 8: The transatlantic slave trade and abolition, Indian Independence  
Year 9: World War Two 
Year 10: The Cold War  
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Year 12: The English Civil War, French Revolution and German Nationalism 

MFL In year 8 French, students learn about the French revolution, and why this is celebrated 
on the 14th July.  
At GCSE, the theme of ‘International and global dimension’ covers ‘Bringing the world 
together’ (including strengthening links with the UK) through the study of international 
sports events, music events, campaigns and good causes. 
The topic is also covered at A Level within the topics of the role of women, immigration 
and integration. 

Music On an almost weekly basis, students listen to each other’s performance work, promoting 
respect for all students whatever their current skill level might be. Performance etiquette 
is taught in lessons and the importance of being a good audience member is highlighted. 
Students are reminded to feedback with positivity and encouragement and to applaud all 
performances. Respect for different cultures and musical traditions is highlighted in our 
exploration of a vast array of genres. Students are encouraged to develop an appreciation 
of the context in which music has been created. They learn to understand the people and 
their use of music to express emotions and views. 

PE When students finish a competitive match, at all levels in every activity, the students shake 
hands, face their opponents, and thank them for the match. Exceptional performance by 
any player is recognised and applauded. Respect and tolerance is part of the sporting 
arena, when it breaks down it shows the limits of human nature and work is done to rebuild 
what's gone wrong. There is an ethos where the views of individual students are listened 
to and respected within an acceptable framework. All students at Monk's Walk School 
follow the same PE curriculum, which ensures the students gain a respect and 
appreciation for all sports and activities. We work hard to challenge gender stereotypes 
within sport. 

RE Year 8 Human rights; case study of Malala and the right for girls to be educated, forced 
marriage and the discrimination of homeless people. Lessons focus on the importance of 
respect and equality of opportunity for all. Year 10 Peace and conflict studies the impact 
of war on refugees and asylum seekers. Year 10 Human rights and social justice studies 
discrimination in relation to women, disability & race, religious freedom, human trafficking 
and the importance of empathy.           

Science Students consider the effects of human activity on the planet. This includes genetic 
modification and its effects and the harmful effects of scientific discoveries. Students 
learn about how science can, at times contradict others’ beliefs. This can include the 
study of medical science, IVF and evolution in biology and in physics can include the 
origins of the universe. Students consider how the rights of others may affect them and 
their actions in the world. This includes modern scientific developments such as 
pollution, building wind farms and searching for new energy sources (e.g. fracking). 
Throughout each key stage students regularly learn of the work done by various 
scientists contributing and changing modern culture and British values. 

DofE The volunteering aspect of the award requires students to work in different contexts, 
fostering the respect of others. 

English The themes of liberty and mutual respect for each other are covered in the following texts:  
‘Private Peaceful’ in Year 7 
‘Boy in Striped Pyjamas’ in Year 7 
‘Freedom’ in Year 8 
War poetry in Year 8 
'Of Mice and Men' in Year 9 
GCSE poetry under the heading of ‘Power and Conflict’ 
‘A Christmas Carol’ in Year 10 
Through these texts the students will be considering how society runs and explore ideas 
about how people should be treated. 
Ideas about respect and the importance of listening are showing throughout various 
speaking and listening tasks in Years 7-11. The importance of identity and responsibility 
are taught in Year 12 with the study of ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’. 

Drama Year 7: Co-operating in groups and learning the conventions of constructive criticism.  
Year 8: What Happened to Lulu?  SoW based on a girl who runs away from home. 
Understanding reasons why this may happen in fiction and in reality.  
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Year 9: Blood Brothers; Class struggle, friendship, mental health.  
Year 10 & 11: Death of a Salesman; The American Dream and questioning the idea of 
personal freedom. 

Maths We recognise (and expect students to do the same) that there are frequently a range of 
different approaches to solving a problem.  We expect students to listen respectfully to 
alternative ideas.  A key to this subject is learning from mistakes - in our classes we expect 
students to feel safe when making suggestions, and to give and take criticism in a positive 
fashion. 

Geography In Year 8 pupils learn about population and migration. 
In Year 9 pupils learn about development in Africa and the impact of British colonialism 
on countries. 

Computing 
(KS3) 

The KS3 scheme of learning includes a number of e-safety lessons which are relevant to 
the topics of respect and tolerance, in particular: 

• Year 7 cyber-bullying lessons 

• Year 8 lesson on online behaviour, including sending and receiving nudes 

• Year 9 lesson on e-reputation. 
In addition, the group projects mentioned above stress the importance of team-work, 
including respect for other members of the team, and for the fact that each member of the 
team is different, and has different skills and abilities. 

Computer 
Science 
(KS4) 

As part of the OCR Specification, students look at ethical and moral use of computers, 
especially regarding cyber security and cyber bullying. The environmental impact of 
technical waste is discussed both locally, nationally and globally. 

Whole 
School 

Respect is a major theme of the school’s work and this was acknowledged by Ofsted at 
the last inspection. Through assemblies and our everyday dealing with students we 
require students to be courteous and respectful to staff and each other. Kindness is 
promoted through our ‘MONKS’ character habits. 

SLT 
Assembly 
Topics 
(Y7-13) 

Black History Month (w/b 10/10/22), Remembrance (w/b 07/11/22), Safe to Learn (w/b 
14/11/22) 

 
Tolerance of others with different beliefs and values 
 

PSHCE Year 8: Discrimination lessons on homophobia, gender identity, disability, the elderly, 
immigration. 
Year 9: Relationships and Sex Education; tolerance of different relationships, the 
importance of tolerance and patience in relationships and consideration of other people. 
Year 10: Theme day on relationships. 

Resilience 
Programme 

Year 7: We teach tolerance skills such as negotiation, compromise and tolerance of 
contrasting views. In the Kindness unit (lesson 4) we teach the tolerant nature of each 
major religion, including Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and Christianity - citing 
quotes from sacred texts to support the views. 

History Year 7: The Crusades 
Year 8: The Reformation 
Year 9: World War Two and the Holocaust  
Year 10: Society in Nazi Germany 

Food & 
Nutrition 

At KS3 students look at different 'ready meals' and what the most popular ones are. We 
look at how the different cultural foods have now become the classics and influenced 
our choices such as curries and chilli con carne. 
At KS4 students look at the reasons behind food choice, look at different cultures and 
religions and how they can impact the food sourced and eaten. 
Current year 11 NEA this year is to produce 3 dishes based on North and South 
American cuisine, students are currently researching these cultures and how they affect 
the foods and dishes they cook and eat.   

RE All 6 world faiths studied throughout the curriculum. 

English Tolerance of others with different faiths and beliefs: Poetry from Different Cultures (Year 
9); GCSE anthology of poetry (GCSE Literature); 'The Breadwinner '(Year 7), ‘The Boy in 
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Striped Pyjamas’ (Year 7), ‘Of Mice and Men’ (Year 9), ‘Noughts and Crosses’ (Year 8), 
‘Freedom’ (Year 8) and ‘Heroes’ (Year 8), ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (Year 8), ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde’ (Year 9). 

Drama Year 8: Refugee Boy – A play about a boy who seeks asylum in the UK and the prejudice 
he suffers as a result. 
Year 10 review Billy Elliot live: The story covers gender and breaking stereotypes.  
Years 10 and 11: Death of a Salesman looks at family dynamics and how parents and 
their children have different ideas about the way lives should be lived. 

Geography In Year 7 we teach a unit of work called British Values where we learn multiculturalism 
in Welwyn Garden City. 
In Year 10 we investigate how areas of London have become more ethnically diverse than 
others. 

MFL Year 8 French we study the poem “Cher frère blanc” (Dear White Brother) as part of black 
history month.  
A Level topics ‘integration’ and ‘living in a multi-cultural society’ considers benefits and 
drawbacks of multi-cultural living and the topic of racism.  
In KS4 French within the topic of education, students learn about secular education 
systems and how this differs to the UK education system 

Music Through understanding the context in which music is composed and performed, students 
develop an understanding of different beliefs and values of groups in society. Students 
are taught to appreciate and respect music and the purpose for which it has been created 
throughout all key stages 

DofE Working in a team to complete an expedition which includes building strong relationships, 
respect and tolerance of other team members. 

Whole-
School 

The school’s work on anti-bullying is outstanding, resulting in few instances of bullying, 
racist or homophobic behaviour (all of which are reported to trustees six times a year). 
The thrust of our anti-bullying work is to accept that people are different from us and we 
should accept and celebrate that. The school takes an educational approach as well as a 
punitive approach. Students complete reflection work whilst in the ACE room and 
restorative justice is completed where appropriate. 

SLT 
Assembly 
Topics 
(Y7-13) 

British Values – Respectful relationships (w/b 05/09/2022), Black History Month (w/b 
10/10/22), Holocaust Memorial Day (w/b 09/01/23), Diversity in Theatre (w/b 16/01/23), 
Pride (w/b 22/05/23), Courtesy and co-operation (w/b 19/06/23) 

 
 
Extremism/Grooming 
We believe we counter extremism and grooming through our curriculum work and the promotion of our beliefs 
and values.   
 

PSHCE • We have significantly increased provision in these areas by: Implementing the 
Staying Safe unit in Year 8, where students learn about Social Media 
Algorithms, which will show them more content on topics they’ve previously 
engaged with. This highlights how vulnerable young people can be to viewing 
extremist or damaging content online. The unit explores the reasons that 
someone may be groomed, ranging from radicalisation to sexual purposes and 
county lines recruitment. We have also made use of resources and links to 
further student awareness of gang recruitment, knife crime and the warning 
signs of early grooming (Ben Kinsella Trust and guest speakers) 

E-safety E-safety is strong already.  It is delivered through Computing (part of the schemes of work 
in each year group), PSHCE and through assemblies with hard-hitting messages. Staff 
have had e-safety training led by the LA Adviser for e-safety. Parents have had e-safety 
training on grooming for sexual exploitation. To strengthen this further we have: 

• Provided e-safety training for trustees, led by the LA e-safety adviser. 

• Made the issue of grooming and our ways of tackling it more explicit in our e-safety 
policy. 

• Provided all year groups with a Police cyber crime workshop/assembly (Sept 2022) 
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• Raised awareness of unwanted sexual attention online with all of our stakeholders. 

• Strengthened the approach ICT take to e-safety by focusing on techniques used by 
those trying to groom youngsters on-line. 

• Strengthened our e-safety sessions for parents by further focusing on techniques used 
by those trying to groom youngsters on-line.  Broadened the topic beyond sexual 
exploitation to include grooming for other purposes, eg. eating disorders, self-harm, 
radicalisation. 

• Provided training for staff (18 January 2017), (19th October 2021) and parents (19 May 
2016), (19th October 2021) on keeping young people free from the risks of on-line 
radicalisation, grooming and sexting. As well as how to respond if a child is not being 
safe online. 

• Delivered Year 7 PSCHE and assemblies, focusing on: 
o Students putting themselves at risk through sending and receiving nudes 
o The dangers of grooming for sexual and extremist purposes 

Drama  Year 8 Theatre in Education – students are shown an example of previous work based on 
internet safety and grooming. Students are encouraged to promote the strong message 
of using social media responsibly. Also, Year 8 Refugee Boy 

Geography In Year 7 students learn about different extremist groups from around the world. 

MFL  The benefits and risks of mobile technology are considered within KS4 and 5. 

Whole-
school 

Key staff have already had training/awareness from Hertfordshire Police on the Prevent 
strategy. As a result, we have enhanced our curriculum provision to alert students to the 
dangers of being groomed and to promote the tolerance of others with different beliefs 
and values.  Our key pastoral staff are aware of the signs which may indicate a student is 
being groomed or radicalised.  
Whole staff training on identifying and supporting students at risk of radicalisation took 
place in November 2015, January 2017 and October 2021.  All new staff undertake in 
house training through our DSLs and also complete an online course from the Home 
Office upon induction. 

 
Ben Farlow 
Updated September 2022 

 


