
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECONDARY 
 
 
 
 

A list of Black Asian and Ethnic Minority authors 
 

Books are ordered as follows: Black authors, Asian authors, all other ethnic minority authors. 

 



 
 

 

Sharpens your mind 
 

By concentrating on the words and the story line, reading stimulates your brain. This 

particular stimulation can help sharpen your mind, especially the part of the brain 

that is responsible for concentration and critical analysis. 
 
 
 

 

Increases your vocabulary 
 

When reading, you might come across a few words you don’t quite understand or 

even recognise. This can lead you to look up the word and discover the definition. 
 
 
 
 

 

Lowers your stress 
 

The act of reading and focusing on the written word can help you relieve your 

mind off the pressure of the day. By pulling your mind away from the stress at 

hand, you can relax and let the stress melt away. 
 
 
 
 

 

Decreases depression 
 
Reading can help ward off depressive occurrences. Reading stimulates the part of 

the brain the deals with depression. 
 
 
 
 

 

Improves your memory and focus 
 

Reading each day can improve your focus and your memory function. In this instance, 

reading stimulates the part of the brain that helps with memory and attention. 
 
 
 

 

Strengthens your writing abilities 
 
Reading regularly can improve your writing skills and abilities. Reading every day for 

20 minutes can add over a million words per year, improving your writing, 

vocabulary and imagination. 
 
 
 
 

 

Enhances your imagination 
 

Consider the worlds that you are immersed into and the characters you come across while 

reading a novel. Because of these worlds and characters, the part of your brain which 

houses your imagination is stimulated, causing you to imagine what the places and people 

look like just by picturing the words. 



Boosts your sleep 
 

As reading helps you relax and de-stress, it can help pull you into a deep 

and peaceful sleep. Its true! 
 
 
 

 

Enjoy your entertainment and peace 
 

Any reader knows that reading can be peaceful and induce a relaxing state of mind. By 

immersing yourself in a good book, you can almost feel any stress or worry melt away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading can brighten your day 
 

Books can bring joy to your life on a daily basis. As well as benefiting you 

both mentally and physically, it can also brighten your day. 



BLACK AUTHORS  

 

Celebrated and vilified the world over for his courageous but bitter fight 

to gain, for millions of black men and women the equality and respect 

denied them by their white neighbours, Malcolm X inspired as many 

people in the United States as he caused to fear him. 
 
 

His remarkable autobiography, completed just before his murder in 1965, 
ranges from Omaha and Michigan to Harlem and Mecca, and tells of a 
young, disenfranchised man whose descent into drug addition, robbery and 
prison was only reversed by his belief in the rights struggle for black 
America, and his conversion to the Nation of Islam. 

 

Not only is this an enormously important record of the Civil Rights 

Movement in America, but also the scintillating story of a man who refused 

to allow anyone to tell him who or what he was. 
 
 
 
 

 

Ralph Ellison's blistering and impassioned first novel tells the extraordinary 
story of a man invisible 'simply because people refuse to see me'. Published 
in 1952 when American society was in the cusp of immense change, the 
powerfully depicted adventures of Ellison's invisible man - from his 
expulsion from a Southern college to a terrifying Harlem race riot - go far 
beyond the story of one individual to give voice to the experience of an 
entire generation of black Americans.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Maya Angelou's six volumes of autobiography are a testament to the 
talents and resilience of this extraordinary writer. 
Loving the world, she also knows its cruelty. As a Black woman she has 
known discrimination and extreme poverty, but also hope, joy, 
achievement and celebration.  
In this first volume of her six books of autobiography, Maya Angelou 
beautifully evokes her childhood with her grandmother in the American 
south of the 1930s.  

She learns the power of the white folks at the other end of town and 

suffers the terrible trauma of rape by her mother's lover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Johnny is destined to become a preacher like his father, Gabriel, at the 
Temple of the Fire Baptized, where the church swells with song and it is as if 
'the Holy Ghost were riding on the air'.  

But he feels only scalding hatred for Gabriel, whose fear and fanaticism 
lead him to abuse his family. 
Johnny vows that, for him, things will be different. 



 

Unlovely and unloved, Pecola prays each night for blue eyes like those of 

her privileged white schoolfellows. 

A powerful examination of our obsession with beauty and conformity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Native Son follows Bigger Thomas, a young black man who is trapped in a life 

of poverty in the slums of Chicago. Unwittingly involved in a wealthy 

woman's death, he is hunted relentlessly, baited by prejudiced officials, 

charged with murder and driven to acknowledge a strange pride in his crime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Okonowo is the greatest warrior alive. His fame has spread like a bushfire 
in West Africa and he is one of the most powerful men of his clan. 
But he also has a fiery temper. Determined not to be like his father, he 
refuses to show weakness to anyone - even if the only way he can master his 
feelings is with his fists.  

When outsiders threaten the traditions of his clan, Okonowo takes 

violent action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sisters Celie and Nettie share the pain and struggle of growing up as 
African American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. 
Forced into an abusive marriage, at least Celie can offer Nettie refuge from 

their violent father in her new home - until Nettie catches the attention of  
Celie's husband and is forced to leave and forge her own journey. Through a 

series of letters spanning twenty years - first from Celie to God, then between 

the two sisters - they manage to sustain their hope in each other across time, 

distance and silence, in a triumph of resilience, bravery and ultimately, love. 



It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern 
Street, London, the conflict has only just begun.  

Queenie Bligh's neighbours do not approve when she agrees to take in 
Jamaican lodgers, but Queenie doesn't know when her husband will return, 
or if he will come back at all.  

What else can she do? Gilbert Joseph was one of the several thousand 
Jamaican men who joined the RAF to fight against Hitler. Returning to 
England as a civilian he finds himself treated very differently. It's 
desperation that makes him remember a wartime friendship with Queenie 
and knock at her door.  

Gilbert's wife Hortense, too, had longed to leave Jamaica and start a better 

life in England. But when she joins him she is shocked to find London shabby, 

decrepit, and far from the golden city of her dreams. Even Gilbert is not the 

man she thought he was. 
 
 
 

 

In 1976, Dana dreams of being a writer.  

In 1815, she is assumed a slave. When Dana first meets Rufus on a 
Maryland plantation, he's drowning. 
She saves his life - and it will happen again and again. Neither of them 
understands his power to summon her whenever his life is threatened, nor 
the significance of the ties that bind them. And each time Dana saves him, 
the more aware she is that her own life might be over before it's even begun. 
This is the extraordinary story of two people bound by blood, separated by 
so much more than time.  

 
 
 

 

The limits of fifteen-year-old Kambili's world are defined by the high walls 
of her family estate and the dictates of her repressive and fanatically 
religious father.  

Her life is regulated by schedules: prayer, sleep, study, and more prayer. 
When Nigeria begins to fall apart during a military coup, Kambili's father, 
involved mysteriously in the political crisis, sends Kambili and her brother 
away to live with their aunt. 
In this house, full of energy and laughter, she discovers life and love - and 

a terrible, bruising secret deep within her family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Mississippi of the 1930s was a hard place for a black child to grow up 

in, but still Cassie didn't understand why farming his own land meant so 

much to her father. During that year, though, when the night riders were 

carrying hatred and destruction among her people, she learned about the 

great differences that divided them, and when it was worth fighting for a 

principle even if it brought terrible hardships. 



 

Dealing - among many other things - with friendship, love, war, three 

cultures and three families over three generations, one brown mouse, and 

the tricky way the past has of coming back and biting you on the ankle, it is 

a life-affirming, riotous must-read of a book. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heart-rending and darkly comic, it has been hailed as one of the twentieth 
century's finest novels, a classic that evokes a man's quest for autonomy 
against the backdrop of post- colonial Trinidad. He was struck again and 
again by the wonder of being in his own house, the audacity of it: to walk in 
through his own front gate, to bar entry to whoever he wished, to close his 
doors and windows every night. Mr. Biswas has been told since the day of 
his birth that misfortune will follow him - and so it has.  

Meaning only to avoid punishment, he causes the death of his father and 
the dissolution of his family. 
Wanting simply to flirt with a beautiful woman, he ends up marrying her, 
and reluctantly relying on her domineering family for support. But in spite 
of endless setbacks, Mr. Biswas is determined to achieve independence, 
and so he begins his gruelling struggle to buy a home of his own.  

 

Aden, Yemen, 1935; a city vibrant, alive, and full of hidden dangers. And 
home to Jama, a ten year-old boy. But then his mother dies unexpectedly and 
he finds himself alone in the world. Jama is forced home to his native 
Somalia, the land of his nomadic ancestors.  

War is on the horizon and the fascist Italian forces who control parts of 
East Africa are preparing for battle. 
Yet Jama cannot rest until he discovers whether his father, who has been 

absent from his life since he was a baby, is alive somewhere. And so begins an 

epic journey which will take Jama north through Djibouti, war-torn Eritrea and  

Sudan, to Egypt. And from there, aboard a ship transporting Jewish refugees 
just released from German concentration camps, across the seas to Britain 
and freedom. This story of one boy's long walk to freedom is also the story of 
how the Second World War affected Africa and its people; a story of 
displacement and family.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Final Passage tells the story of Leila, a nineteen year old woman living 
on a small Caribbean island in the 1950s.  

Her subsequent passage to England brings her face to face with the 

consequences of the decisions she has made to determine her life on her 

own terms. 



JAMAICA, 1976 Seven gunmen storm Bob Marley's house, machine 
guns blazing. 
The reggae superstar survives, but the gunmen are never caught. 

Spanning three decades and crossing continents, A Brief History of Seven 

Killings chronicles the lives of a host of unforgettable characters - slum 

kids, drug lords, journalists, prostitutes, gunmen and even the CIA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maleeka suffers every day from the taunts of the other kids in her class.  
If they're not getting at her about her embarrassing home-made clothes or 
her good grades at school, it's about her dark, black skin - a deeper shade 
than any of theirs.  
When a new teacher, whose face is blotched with a startling white patch, starts 

at their school, Maleeka can see there is bound to be trouble for her too.  

But the new teacher's attitude surprises Maleeka. Miss Saunders loves the 

skin she's in. Can Maleeka too? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When his dad dies under police arrest after a pub brawl, Cory goes to live with 

his cousin, Sean. By their late teens the cousins, though close, have chosen 

different paths. Sean is trying to improve his life through education, whereas 

Cory has already become involved in petty crime - burglary and dealing E. 
 

However, everything changes when Cory stabs a man called Roger after a rave, 

putting him in hospital. This has grave repercussions for Cory - Roger was 

supposed to be taking part in an armed robbery with Levi, a notorious crack 

dealer. Levi now expects Cory to take his place. But Cory breaks his leg during a 

football match and Sean, unable to find a replacement for his cousin, and 

desperate to help him, agrees to join in on the robbery himself. However, having 

entered a world of (apparently) easy money and hard drugs, Sean finds it 

increasingly hard to return to his previous life as The Scholar... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It's a hot summer afternoon.  
Tension is in the air. A gang of youths on bikes gathers outside a chip 
shop. A teenage boy is stabbed and left bleeding on the street. The boy's 
mother wonders how this could have happened to her son.  

She is full of questions, but when the answers lie so close to home, are 

they really what she wants to hear? 



Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia.  

All the slaves lead a hellish existence, but Cora has it worse than most; she is 
an outcast even among her fellow Africans and she is approaching 
womanhood, where it is clear even greater pain awaits.  

When Caesar, a slave recently arrived from Virginia, tells her about the 
Underground Railroad, they take the perilous decision to escape to the 
North. Cora and Caesar's first stop is South Carolina, in a city that initially 
seems like a haven.  

But its placid surface masks an infernal scheme designed for its unknowing 
black inhabitants. And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave catcher 
sent to find Cora, is close on their heels.  
Forced to flee again, Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state by state, seeking 

true freedom. At each stop on her journey, Cora encounters a different world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When Janie, at sixteen, is caught kissing shiftless Johnny Taylor, her 
grandmother swiftly marries her off to an old man with sixty acres. 
Refusing to compromise in spite of society's expectations, Janie endures 
two stifling marriages before meeting the man of her dreams, who offers 
not diamonds, but a packet of flowering seeds...  

 
 
 
 

 

Everybody wants to be the USA and Britain and Canada and Australia 
and Switzerland and them.  

Nobody wants to be rags of countries like Congo, like Somalia, like Iraq, like 
Sudan, like Haiti and not even this one we live in - who wants to be a terrible 
place of hunger and things falling apart? Darling and her friends live in a 
shanty called Paradise, which of course is no such thing. 
It isn't all bad, though. There's mischief and adventure, games of Find bin 
Laden, stealing guavas, singing Lady Gaga at the tops of their voices. They 
dream of the paradises of America, Dubai, and Europe, where Madonna 
and Barack Obama and David Beckham live.  

For Darling, that dream will come true. But, like the thousands of people all 

over the world trying to forge new lives far from home, Darling finds this 

new paradise brings its own set of challenges - for her and also for those 

she's left behind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcus is the best player on his soccer team - a graceful, fluid force who 
can dominate the pitch.  

He's good enough, in fact, that there are rumblings that he is being scouted 

by Manchester United and could be playing for them as early as next year. 



 

Jade lives with her mum, a successful business woman but who is 
also overprotective. 
When Jade starts dating Dicey, there is hell to pay.  

Jade is smart, she won't get caught out. But when things start hotting up 

with Dicey, she feels herself being swept away by powerful new emotions 

and sensations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lolly is Lolly Luck by name, lucky by nature. She always wins magazine 

competitions, on scratch cards and any game you can think of.  

But when Lolly's dad loses his job and then the family home, Lolly's luck 

starts to change. And when she overhears her parents arguing, she learns a 

secret that will change her life forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The one secret she cares about keeping-her identity-is about to be exposed. 

That is, unless Lauren "Panda" Daniels-an anonymous photo blogger who 

specializes in busting classmates and teachers in compromising positions, plays 

along with her blackmailer's little game of Dare or Dare. But when the game 

turns deadly, Panda doesn't know what to do. And she may need to step out of 

the shadows to save herself...and everyone else on the Admirer's hit list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League - but none of that 

matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving 

his rough neighbourhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or 

the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr Martin 

Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to 

Dr King to find out. Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, 

Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up - way up, sparking the fury of a 

white off-duty police officer beside them.  

Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. 

In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack. 



 

With his stellar A-Level results in his hand, Dante has a great future mapped 

out for himself. But then his ex-girlfriend turns up and Dante finds that he 

is...a dad! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Martin seems to have it all. He's cool, funny, and he's the undisputed leader 
of the Gang of Three, who roam their East London estate during the holidays 
looking for fun.  

But one night after the Gang leave a late night rap club, Martin accepts a 
ride from Pete, a Raider's Posse gang member.  

Too late, he realises that the car is stolen, and that the police are after 

them. What happens next will change Martin's life and looks, and show him 

the true meaning of strength, courage, discrimination and friendship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Camellia and her sisters control beauty. They are Belles and they can make 

you 'perfect'. Glossy hair, smooth skin, flawless body. You'll feel better once 

it's done. The results are worth the pain. And when they fade, the Belles will 

fix you all over again...But it will cost you. Are you willing to pay the price? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Natasha: I'm a girl who believes in science and facts.  

Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I'm definitely 
not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City 
street and falls in love with him.  
Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. 

Falling in love with him won't be my story. Daniel: I've always been the good 

son, the good student, living up to my parents' high expectations.  

Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. 
Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much 
more extraordinary in store-for both of us. The Universe: Every moment in 
our lives has brought us to this single moment. 
A million futures lie before us. Which one will come true? 



This is the story of a childhood spent between New York and South 
Carolina, and of never truly feeling at home in either place. 
Of growing up as an African-American girl in the 1960s and 1970s, in the 
wake of the Civil Rights movement.  

Of discovering the first sparks of an incredible gift for writing, which would 

last a lifetime. And of one girl's search for her voice, her identity, and her 

place in the world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It's Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his 

mom aren't celebrating. They're still reeling from his older brother's death 

in a gang-related shooting just a few months earlier. Then Lolly's mother's 

girlfriend brings him a gift that will change everything: two enormous bags 

filled with Lego's. Lolly's always loved Lego's, and he prides himself on 

following the kit instructions exactly. Now, faced with a pile of building 

blocks and no instructions, Lolly must find his own way forward. 
 
 

His path isn't clear and the pressure to join a 'crew,' as his brother did, is 

always there. When Lolly and his friend are beaten up and robbed, joining a 

crew almost seems like the safe choice. But building a fantastical Lego city at 

the community centre provides Lolly with an escape and an unexpected 

bridge back to the world. 
 
 
 
 

The day Uncle Goodwin 'Buddy' Bush came from Harlem all the way back 

home to Rehobeth Road in Rich Square, North Carolina, is the day Pattie Mae 

Sheals's life changes forever. 
 
 

Pattie Mae adores and admires Uncle Buddy he's tall and handsome and he 

doesn't believe in the country stuff most people believe in, like ghosts and 

stepping off the sidewalk to let white folks pass. But when Buddy is arrested 

for a crime against a white woman that he didn't commit, Pattie Mae and her 

fami-ly are suddenly set to journeying on the long, hard road that leads from 

loss and rage to forgiveness and pride. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a 
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she 
has ever experienced.  

She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter 
than her classmates in her integrated classroom-the very same classmates 
who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot tell them 
otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's 
determined to let everyone know it...somehow. 



At fourteen, Adunni dreams of getting an education and giving her 
family a more comfortable home in her small Nigerian village.  
Instead, Adunni's father sells her off to become the third wife of an old man. 

When tragedy strikes in her new home, Adunni flees to the wealthy enclaves of 

Lagos, where she becomes a house-girl to the cruel Big Madam, and prey to Big 

Madam's husband.  

But despite her situation continuously going from bad to worse, Adunni 

refuses to let herself be silenced. And one day, someone hears her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For fifteen-year-old Shamiso, struggling with grief and bewilderment 
following her father's death, hope is nothing but a leap into darkness. For 
Tanyaradzwa, whose life has been turned upside down by a cancer diagnosis, 
hope is the only reason to keep fighting. As the two of them form an unlikely 
friendship, Shamiso begins to confront her terrible fear of loss.  

In getting close to another person, particularly someone who's ill, isn't she 

just opening herself up to more pain? And underpinning it all - what did 

happen to her father, the night of that strange and implausible car crash? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next steps. Don't cry. 

Don't snitch. Get revenge. So he gets in the lift with Shawn's gun, determined to 

follow The Rules. Only when the lift door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who 

died years ago. And Dani, who was shot years before that. As more people from 

his past arrive, Will has to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12-year-old Josh and his twin Jordan have basketball in their blood. 
They're kings of the court, star players for their school team. 
Their father used to be a champion player and they each want nothing 

more than to follow in his footsteps. Both on and off the court, there is 

conflict and hardship which will test Josh's bond with his brother. 



Jade is a girl striving for success in a world that seems like it's trying to 
break her.  

She knows she needs to take every opportunity that comes her way. And 
she has: every day Jade rides the bus away from her friends to a private 
school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of 
opportunities. But some opportunities Jade could do without, like the 
mentor programme for 'at-risk' girls.  

Just because her mentor is black doesn't mean she understands where Jade 
is coming from. 
Why is Jade always seen as someone to fix? But with a college 
scholarship promised at the end of it, how can Jade say no? 
Jade feels like her life is made up of hundreds of conflicting pieces.  
Will it ever fit together? Will she ever find her place in the world? More than 

anything, Jade just wants the opportunity to be real, to make a difference. 
 
 
 

 

Sante was a baby when she was washed ashore in a sea-chest laden 
with treasure. 
It seems she is the sole survivor of the tragic sinking of a ship carrying 
migrants and refugees. 
Her people. Fourteen years on she's a member of Mama Rose's unique 
and dazzling circus. 
But, from their watery grave, the unquiet dead are calling Sante to 
avenge them: A bamboo flute.  

A golden bangle. A ripening mango which must not fall…are these the 

missing pieces of the jigsaw which will tell Sante's story? 
 
 
 
 

 

Sixteen-year-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll never follow 
his big brother, Andre, down the wrong path. 
So far, it's been easy, but when a date ends in tragedy, Marlon finds 
himself hunted. 
They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and they're going to use Marlon to 
get to him. 
Marlon's out of choices - can he become the person he never wanted to be, 

to protect everyone he loves? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Effia and Esi: two sisters with two very different destinies.  

One sold into slavery; one a slave trader's wife. The consequences of their 

fate reverberate through the generations that follow. 



Ever since she got pregnant, seventeen-year-old Emoni's life has been about 
making the tough decisions - doing what has to be done for her young 
daughter and her grandmother.  

Keeping her head down at school, trying not to get caught up with new 
boy Malachi. 
The one place she can let everything go is in the kitchen, where she has 
magical hands - whipping up extraordinary food beloved by everyone. 
Emoni wants to be a chef more than anything, but she knows it's pointless 
to pursue the impossible. 
There are rules she has to play by. And yet, once she starts cooking, and 

gets that fire on high, she sees that her drive to feed will feed her soul and 

dreams too. And anything is possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where 
she was born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs.  
The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the only witness 

to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now 

what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also get her killed. 
 
 

 

They killed my mother. They took our magic. They tried to bury us. Now we 
rise.  

Zelie remembers when the soil of Orisha hummed with magic; when 
different clans ruled. But everything changed the night magic disappeared.  

Under the orders of a ruthless king, anyone with powers was targeted 
and killed, leaving Zelie without a mother and her people without hope.  

Only a few people remain with the power to use magic, and they must 

remain hidden. 
 

Zelie is one such person. Now she has a chance to bring back magic to 
her people and strike against the monarchy. 
With the help of a rogue princess, Zelie must learn to harness her powers and 

outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for good.  

Danger lurks in Orisha, where strange creatures' prowl, and vengeful 
spirits wait in the waters. 
Yet the greatest danger may be Zelie herself as she struggles to come to terms 

with the strength of her magic - and her growing feelings for an enemy. 
 
 

 

Twin sisters Hassana and Husseina's home is in ruins after a brutal raid.  
But this is not the end but the beginning of their story, one that will take 
them to unfamiliar cities and cultures, where they will forge new families, 
ward off dangers and truly begin to know themselves. As the twins pursue 
separate paths in Brazil and the Gold Coast of West Africa, they remain 
connected through shared dreams of water.  

But will their fates ever draw them back together? 



Mary Rudine, called Mister by almost everyone, has attended church and 
sung in the choir for as long as she can remember. 
But then she meets Trey. His long lashes and smooth words make her 
question everything, and one mistake leaves her hiding a growing secret. 
Another Mary is excited about her upcoming wedding, and has done 
everything according to Jewish law. 
So when an angel appears and tells her-a virgin-she'll give birth, Mary can't 

help but feel confused, and soon finds herself struggling with the realities of 

God's blessing. While feeling abandoned, Mister is drawn to Mary's story, 

and through reading begins to understand the future laid before her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henri "Halti" Haltiwanger can charm just about anyone.  
He is a star debater and popular student at the prestigious FATE academy, the 

dutiful first-generation Haitian son, and the trusted dog walker for his wealthy 

New York City neighbours.  

But his easy smiles mask a burning ambition to attend his dream college, 
Columbia University. There is only one person who seems immune to 
Henri's charms: his "intense" classmate and neighbour Corinne Troy.  

When she uncovers Henri's less-than-honest dog-walking scheme, 
she blackmails him into helping her change her image at school. 
Henri agrees, seeing a potential upside for himself. Soon what started as a 

mutual hustle turns into something more surprising than either of them 

ever bargained for... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to do is to follow the 

rules. (Oh, and she'd also like to make it through seventh grade with her best 

friendships intact, learn to run track, and have a cute boy see past her giant 
 

forehead.) But in junior high, it's like all the rules have changed. 
 

Now she's suddenly questioning who her best friends are and some people 

at school are saying she's not black enough. 
  

Shay's sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives Matter, but Shay doesn't think 

that's for her. 
 

After experiencing a powerful protest, though, Shay decides some rules 

are worth breaking. 
 

She starts wearing an armband to school in support of the Black Lives movement. 
 

Soon everyone is taking sides. And she is given an ultimatum. Shay is scared to 

do the wrong thing (and even more scared to do the right thing), but if she 

doesn't face her fear, she'll be forever tripping over the next hurdle. 
 

Tensions are high over the trial of a police officer who shot an unarmed Black 

man. When the officer is set free, and Shay goes with her family to a silent 
 

protest, she starts to see that some trouble is worth making. 



 

Summer in London is hot, the hottest on record, and there's been a murder 
in THE TRI: the high-rise home to resident know-it-all, Nick and Norva. 
Who better to solve the case? Armed with curiosity, home-turf knowledge 

and unlimited time - until the end of the summer holidays anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIGHT CRIME, ACROSS TIME! Leaplings, children born on the 29th of 
February, are very rare.  

Rarer still are Leaplings with The Gift - the ability to leap through time. 
Elle Bibi-Imbele Ifie has The Gift, but she's never used it. 
Until now. On her twelfth birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel 
to the Time Squad Centre in 2048. 
Elle has received a mysterious warning from the future.  

Other Leaplings are disappearing in time - and not everyone at the centre 
can be trusted. 
Soon Elle's adventure becomes more than a race through time. 
It's a race against time. She must fight to save the world as she knows 

it - before it ceases to exist... 
 
 

 

It's 1944, and in a small, Southern, segregated town, eleven-year-old 
Ella spends her summers running wild with her cousins and friends.  
But life isn't always so sunny. The deep racial tension that simmers beneath 

their town's peaceful facade never quite goes away, and Ella misses her mama  

- a beautiful jazz singer, who lives in Boston.  

So when an invitation arrives to come to Boston for a visit Ella is ecstatic - 
and the trip proves life-changing in more ways than one. 
For the first time, Ella sees what life outside of segregation is like, and begins 
to dream of a very different future.  

But her happiness is shattered when she returns home to the news that 

her classmate has been arrested for the murder of two white girls - and 

nothing will ever be the same again. 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah is now the big man of the house. But it's a lot harder than his dad made 

it look. His little sister, Charlie, asks too many questions, and Mama's gone 

totally silent. 
 
 

Good thing Isaiah can count on his best friend, Sneaky, who always has a 

scheme for getting around the rules. Plus, his classmate Angel has a few 

good ideas of her own--once she stops hassling Isaiah. 
 

And when things get really tough, there's Daddy's journal, filled with 

stories about the amazing Isaiah Dunn, a superhero who gets his powers 

from beans and rice. Isaiah wishes his dad's tales were real. He could use 

those powers right about now! 



Zoe Washington isn't sure what to write. What does a girl say to the father 
she's never met, hadn't heard from until his letter arrived on her twelfth 
birth-day, and who's been in prison for a terrible crime?  

A crime he says he never committed. 
Could Marcus really be innocent? Zoe is determined to uncover the truth. 
Even if it means hiding his letters and her investigation from the rest of her 
family. Everyone else thinks Zoë's worrying about doing a good job at her 
bakery internship and proving to her parents that she's worthy of 
auditioning for Food Networks Kids Bake Challenge.  

But with bakery confections on one part of her mind, and Marcus's 

conviction weighing heavily on the other, this is one recipe Zoe doesn't 

know how to balance. The only thing she knows to be true: Everyone lies. 
 
 
 

 

Meet Mare, a grandmother with flair and a fascinating past. Octavia and 
Tali are dreading the road trip their parents are forcing them to take with 
their grandmother over the summer.  

After all, Mare isn't your typical grandmother. She drives a red sports car, 
wears stiletto shoes, floppy wigs, and push-up bras, and insists that she's too 
young to be called Grandma.  

But somewhere on the road, Octavia and Tali discover there's more to 
Mare than what you see. 
She was once a wilful teenager who escaped her less-than-perfect life in the 
deep South and lied about her age to join the African American battalion of 
the Women's Army Corps during World War II.  
Told in alternating chapters, half of which follow Mare through her experiences 

as a WAC member and half of which follow Mare and her granddaughters on the 

road in the present day, this novel introduces a larger-than-life character who 

will stay with readers long after they finish reading. 
 
 

 

Thelonius Mitchell is tired of being labelled. He's in special ed, separated from 

the "normal" kids at school who don't have any "issues". That's enough to 

make all the teachers and students look at him and his friends with a constant 

side-eye. (Although his disruptive antics and pranks have given him a rep too).  

When a gun is found at a neighbourhood hangout, Thelonius and his 
pals become instant suspects. 
Thelonius may be guilty of pulling crazy stunts at school, but a 

criminal? T isn't about to let that label stick. 
 
 

 

10-year-old Aurora Beam lives at home with her utterly unremarkable family...  

until the day she sees her little sister being picked on in the playground 
and suddenly beams of light shoot out of her fingers! 
It's time for her parents to drop a life-changing bombshell.  

Mum is a secret superhero, fighting crime across the globe while Dad looks 
after the kids at home. As Aurora's own powers come into play, will she be 
able to balance her new super skills training with school?  

Will she be able to keep it all a secret from her friends? And when her 

mum's evil twin pops up, will Aurora think that being a super VILLAIN 

might be more fun...? 



Moa is fourteen. The only life he has ever known is toiling on the Frontier sugar 

cane plantation for endless hot days, fearing the vicious whips of the overseers. 

Then one night he learns of an uprising, led by the charismatic Tacky.  

Moa is to be a cane warrior, and fight for the freedom of all the enslaved 
peo-ple in the nearby plantations.  

But before they can escape, Moa and his friend Keverton must face their 
first great task: to kill their overseer, Misser Donaldson. 
Time is ticking, and the day of the uprising approaches...  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is not about being ready, it's not even about being fierce, or fearless, 
IT'S ABOUT BEING FREE.  

Michael waits in the stage wings, wearing a pink wig, pink fluffy coat and 
black heels. 
One more step will see him illuminated by spotlight.  

He has been on a journey of bravery to get here, and he is almost ready 
to show himself to the world in bold colours... 
Can he emerge as The Black Flamingo?  

 
 
 
 

 

A fierce teen game developer battles real-life troll intent on ruining the Black 
Panther-inspired video game she created and the safe community it 
represents for black gamers. By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is a 
college student, and one of the only black kids at Jefferson Academy.  

By night, she joins hundreds of thousands of black gamers who duel 
worldwide in the secret online role-playing card game, SLAY. No one knows 
Kiera is the game developer - not even her boyfriend, Malcolm.  

But when a teen in Kansas City is murdered over a dispute in the SLAY world, 
the media labels it an exclusionist, racist hub for thugs. With threats coming 
from both inside and outside the game, Kiera must fight to save the safe 
space she's created. 
But can she protect SLAY without losing herself?  

 
 
 
 

 

Sixteen- year-old Deka lives in Otera, a deeply patriarchal ancient 
kingdom, where a woman's worth is tied to her purity, and she must bleed 
to prove it. But when Deka bleeds gold - the colour of impurity, of a 
demon - she faces a consequence worse than death.  

She is saved by a mysterious woman who tells Deka of her true nature: she 
is an Alaki, a near-immortal with exceptional gifts. 
The stranger offers her a choice: fight for the Emperor, with others just like 

her, or be destroyed... 



Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her Afro-
Latino roots.  

But pride might not be enough to save her rapidly gentrifying 
neighbourhood from becoming unrecognizable. 
When the wealthy Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri wants 
nothing to do with their two teenage sons, even as her older sister, Janae, 
starts to fall for the charming Ainsley. 
She especially can't stand the judgmental and arrogant Darius.  

Yet as Zuri and Darius are forced to find common ground, their initial dislike 
shifts into an unexpected understanding. But with four wild sisters pulling 
her in different directions, cute boy Warren vying for her attention, and 
college applications hovering on the horizon, Zuri fights to find her place in 
Bushwick's changing landscape, or lose it all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Felix Love has never been in love and, yes, he's painfully aware of the irony. He 

desperately wants to know what it's like and why it seems so easy for everyone 

but him to find someone. What's worse is that, even though he is proud of his 

identity, Felix also secretly fears that he's one marginalization too many. Black, 

queer, and transgender to ever get his own happily-ever-after. 
 
 

When an anonymous student begins sending him transphobic messages 
after publicly posting Felix's dead name alongside images of him before he 
transi-tioned Felix comes up with a plan for revenge. What he didn't count 
on: his catfish scenario landing him in a quasi love triangle.... 
But as he navigates his complicated feelings, Felix begins a journey 

of questioning and self-discovery that helps redefine his most 

important relationship: how he feels about himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOME LEGACIES ARE MEANT TO BE BROKEN. After her mother dies in 
an accident, sixteen-year-old Bree Matthews wants to escape. 
A residential programme for bright high-schoolers seems like the perfect oppor-

tunity - until she witnesses a magical attack her very first night on campus… 
 

A flying demon feeding on human energies.  

A secret society of so-called "Legendborn" that hunt the creatures down. A 
mysterious mage who calls himself a "Merlin" and who attempts - and fails - 
to wipe Bree's memory of everything she saw. The mage's failure unlocks 
Bree's own unique magic and a buried memory about her mother. 
Now Bree will do whatever it takes to discover the truth, even infiltrate 
the Legendborn. 
But when the Legendborn reveal themselves as the descendants of King 
Arthur's knights and foretell a magical war, Bree must decide how far she'll go 
for the truth.  

Should she use her magic to take the society down - or join the fight? 



There are ninety-six reasons why thirteen-year-old Genesis dislikes herself.  
She knows the exact number because she keeps a list: Because her family is al-

ways being put out of their house. Because her dad has a gambling problem. 

And maybe a drinking problem too. Because Genesis knows this is all her fault. 

Because she wasn't born looking like Mama. Because she is too black.  

Genesis is determined to fix her family, and she's willing to try anything to 
do so...even if it means harming herself in the process. 
But when Genesis starts to find a thing or two she actually likes about 

herself, she discovers that changing her own attitude is the first step in 

helping change others. 
 
 
 

 

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice.  
Claudia and Monday have always been inseparable-more sisters than friends.  

So when Monday doesn't turn up for the first day of school, Claudia's 
worried. When she doesn't show for the second day, or second week, 
Claudia knows that something is wrong. 
Monday wouldn't just leave her to endure tests and bullies alone.  

Not after last year's rumours and not with her grades on the line. 
Now Claudia needs her best-and only-friend more than ever. 
But Monday's mother refuses to give Claudia a straight answer, and 

Monday's sister April is even less help. As Claudia digs deeper into her 

friend's disappearance, she discovers that no one seems to remember the 

last time they saw Monday. 
 
 
 
 
 

It's 200 years since Cinderella found her prince, but the fairy-tale is over.  

Sophia knows the story though, off by heart. Because every girl has to recite 
it daily, from when she's tiny until the night she's sent to the royal ball for 
choosing. And every girl knows that she has only one chance. For the lives of 
those not chosen by a man at the ball...are forfeit. But Sophia doesn't want 
to be chosen - she's in love with her best friend, Erin, and hates the idea of 
being traded like cattle. And when Sophia's night at the ball goes horribly 
wrong, she must run for her life.  

Alone and terrified, she finds herself hiding in Cinderella's tomb. And there 

she meets someone who will show her that she has the power to remake 

her world...An electrifying twist on the classic fairy-tale that will inspire girls 

to break out of limiting stereotypes and follow their dreams! 
 
 
 
 

 

The Mau Mau - the name of a secret society that once struck terror into 
the hearts of British settlers in Kenya. 
An episode in history that ended in a State of Emergency, with violent and 
bru-tal acts dividing a nation.  

This is an intensely personal and vivid story of two boys: one black, one 

white. Once they were friends even though their circumstances are very 

different. But in a country driven by fear and prejudice, even the best of 

friends can betray one another... 



Marva Sheridan was born ready for this day. She's always been driven to 

make a difference in the world, and what better way than to vote in her first 

election? 
 
 

Duke Crenshaw is so done with this election. He just wants to get voting 

over with so he can prepare for his band's first paying gig tonight. 
 

Only problem? Duke can't vote. 
 

When Marva sees Duke turned away from their polling place, she takes it 
upon herself to make sure his vote is counted. She hasn't spent month's 
doorbelling and registering voters just to see someone denied their right.  

And that's how their whirlwind day begins, rushing from precinct to precinct, 
cutting school, waiting in endless lines, turned away time and again, trying 
to do one simple thing: vote. They may have started out as strangers, but as 
Duke and Marva team up to beat a rigged system (and find Marva's missing 
cat), it's clear that there's more to their connection than a shared mission for 

democracy.  
 
 
 

 

When Candice finds a letter in an old attic in Lambert, South Carolina, she 
isn't sure she should read it.  

It's addressed to her grandmother, who left the town in shame.  

But the letter describes a young woman. An injustice that happened decades 
ago. A mystery enfolding its writer. And the fortune that awaits the person 
who solves the puzzle. So with the help of Brandon, the quiet boy across the 
street, she begins to decipher the clues.  
The challenge will lead them deep into Lambert's history, full of ugly deeds, 
forgotten heroes, and one great love; and deeper into their own families, 
with their own unspoken secrets.  

Can they find the fortune and fulfil the letter's promise before the answers 

slip into the past yet again? 
 
 
 
 

 

Nothing much happens in Sycamore, the small village where Clara lives - 
at least, that's how it looks.  

She loves eating ripe mangoes fallen from trees, running outside in the rainy 
season and escaping to her secret hideout with her best friend Gaynah. 
There's only one problem - she can't remember anything that happened last 
summer. When a quirky girl called Rudy arrives from England, everything 
starts to change.  

Gaynah stops acting like a best friend, while Rudy and Clara roam across 
the island and uncover an old family secret. 
As the summer reaches its peak and the island storms begin, Clara's memory 

starts to return and she must finally face the truth of what happened last year. 



In the Jim Crow South, white supremacy reigns and tensions are high. But 
Evalene Deschamps has other things to worry about. She has two little sisters 
to look after, an overworked single mother, and a long-time crush who  

is finally making a move. 
 

On top of all that, Evvie's magic abilities are growing stronger by the day. 
Her family calls it jubilationa gift passed down from generations of black 
women since the time of slavery. And as Evvie's talents waken, something 
dark comes loose and threatens to resurface 

 

And when the demons of Evvie's past finally shake free, she must embrace 

her mighty lineage, and summon the power that lies within her. 
 
 
 

 

Makeda June Kirkland is eleven-years-old, adopted, and black.  

Her parents and big sister are white, and even though she loves her family 
very much, Makeda often feels left out.  
When Makeda's family moves from Maryland to New Mexico, she leaves 
behind her best friend, Lena - the only other adopted black girl she knows - 
for a new life.  

In New Mexico, everything is different. At home, Makeda's sister is too cool 
to hang out with her anymore and at school, she can't seem to find one real 
friend. Through it all, Makeda can't help but wonder: What would it feel like 
to grow up with a family that looks like me? Through singing, dreaming, and 
writing secret messages back and forth with Lena, Makeda might just carve a 
small place for herself in the world.  

 
 

 

Every week, seventeen- year-old Tracy Beaumont writes letters to Innocence 

X, asking the organization to help her father, an innocent Black man on death 

row. After seven years, Tracy is running out of time—her dad has only 267 

days left. Then the unthinkable happens. The police arrive in the night, and 

Tracy’s older brother, Jamal, goes from being a bright, promising track star to 

a “thug” on the run, accused of killing a white girl. Determined to save her 

brother, Tracy investigates what really happened between Jamal and Angela 

down at the Pike. But will Tracy and her family survive the uncovering of the 

skeletons of their Texas town’s racist history that still haunt the present? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is the story of Precious Jones, a sixteen-year-old illiterate black girl 
who has never been out of Harlem. 
She is pregnant by her own father for the second time, and kicked out of 
school when that pregnancy becomes obvious. 
Placed in an alternative teaching programme, she learns to read and write.  
This is Precious's diary, in which she honestly records her relationships and life. 



Los Angeles, 1992 Ashley Bennett and her friends are living the charmed life. 
It's the end of high school and they're spending more time at the beach than 
in the classroom.  

They can already feel the sunny days and endless possibilities of summer. 
But everything changes one afternoon in April, when four police officers 
are acquitted after beating a black man named Rodney King half to death. 
Suddenly, Ashley's not just one of the girls. She's one of the black kids. As 
violent protests engulf LA and the city burns, Ashley tries to continue on as 
if life were normal. 
Even as her self-destructive sister gets dangerously involved in the riots. 
Even as the model black family facade her wealthy and prominent parents 
have built starts to crumble. 
Even as her best friends help spread a rumour that could completely derail 

the future of her classmate and fellow black kid, LaShawn Johnson. With her 

world splintering around her, Ashley, along with the rest of LA, is left to 

question who is the us? And who is them? 
 
 
 
 

 

Liz has always believed she's too black, too poor, and too awkward to shine 
in her small, rich, prom-obsessed town. 
But Liz has an escape plan to attend an uber-elite college, play in their 
world-famous orchestra, and become a doctor.  

But when the financial aid she was counting on unexpectedly falls through, 
Liz's plans come crashing down...until she's reminded of her school's 
scholarship for prom king and queen. There's nothing Liz wants to do less 
than endure a gauntlet of social media trolls, catty competitors, and 
humiliating public events, but despite her devastating fear of the spotlight 
she's willing to do whatever it takes to get to college.  

The only thing that makes it halfway bearable is the new girl in school, Mack. 
She's smart, funny, and just as much of an outsider as Liz. 
But Mack is also in the running for queen. Will falling for the competition 

keep Liz from her dreams...or make them come true? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunny Nwazue lives in Nigeria, but she was born in New York City. Her 

features are West African, but she's albino. She's a terrific athlete, but can't 

go out into the sun to play soccer. There seems to be no place where she fits 

in. And then she discovers something amazing—she is a "free agent" with 

latent magical power. And she has a lot of catching up to do. 
 

Soon she's part of a quartet of magic students, studying the visible and invisi-

ble, learning to change reality. But as she’s finding her footing, Sunny and 

her friends are asked by the magical authorities to help track down a career 

crimi-nal who knows magic, too. Will their training be enough to help them 

combat a threat whose powers greatly outnumber theirs? 



'Only one thing is more powerful than a wish, and that is a purpose'. Tarisai 
has always longed for the warmth of a family. 
She was raised in isolation by a mysterious, often absent mother known only 
as The Lady.  

The Lady sends her to the capital of the global empire of Aritsar to 
compete with other children to be chosen as one of the Crown Prince's 
Council of Eleven.  

If she's picked, she'll be joined with the other Council members through 
the Ray, a bond deeper than blood. 
That closeness is irresistible to Tarisai, who has always wanted to belong 
some-where.  

But The Lady has other ideas; including a magical wish that Tarisai is 
compelled to obey: kill the Crown Prince once she gains his trust. 
Tarisai won't stand by and become someone's pawn - but is she strong 

enough to choose a different path for herself? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Malik, the Solstasia festival is a chance to escape his war-stricken home 
and start a new life with his sisters in the prosperous desert city of Ziran.  
But when a vengeful spirit abducts his younger sister, Nadia, as payment to 

enter the city, Malik strikes a fatal deal-kill Karina, Crown Princess of Ziran, for  

Nadia's freedom. But Karina has deadly aspirations of her own. Her mother, 
the Sultana, has been assassinated; her court threatens mutiny; and Solstasia 
looms like a knife over her neck. 
Grief-stricken, Karina decides to resurrect her mother through ancient  

magic...requiring the beating heart of a king. And she knows just how to 
obtain one: by offering her hand in marriage to the victor of the Solstasia 
competition. When Malik rigs his way into the contest, they are set on a 
heart-pounding course to destroy each other. 
But as attraction flares between them and ancient evils stir, will they be able 

to see their tasks to the death? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A PICKPOCKET WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL GIFT. A PRISONER OF 
EXTRAORDINARY VALUE. AN ORPHAN HAUNTED BY DREAMS OF THE 
MYSTERIOUS DARK LADY. Henry is an orphan, an outsider, a thief.  

He is also a fifteen-year-old invested with magical powers ... 



In a world where disease, war and crime have been eliminated, the only way 

to die is to be randomly killed ('gleaned") by professional scythes. Citra and 

Rowan are teenagers who have been selected to be scythes' apprentices, and 

despite wanting nothing to do with the vocation, they must learn the art of 

killing and understand the necessity of what they do. Only one of them will 

be chosen as a scythe's apprentice and as Citra and Rowan come up against a 

terrifyingly corrupt Scythedom, it becomes clear that the winning 

apprentice's first task will be to glean the loser. 
 
 
 
 
 

Makeeda is a fourteen-year-old Ghanian whose love of all things western 
caus-es her family to despair. 
She is always being compared to the dutiful and obedient Afua, her 
Aunt Grace's daughter.  

But it seems that whatever Makeeda does, it ends up in trouble.  
She just wants to hang out with the fit Nelson and her mates, and forget 
about the Ghanaian stuff.  

But when she has to do a school project, she begins to understand the depth 

of her cultural heritage and wonders if she can honour her culture and enjoy 

life as a London teenager. 
 
 
 
 

 

When fifteen-year- old Nathan discovers that his older brother Al, has taken 
his own life, his whole world is torn apart. Al was special. Al was talented. Al 
had so many dreams ... so why did he do it? Convinced that his brother was 
in trouble, Nathan decides to retrace Al's footsteps.  

As he does, he meets Megan, Al's former classmate, who is as determined 

as Nathan to keep Al's memory alive. Together they start seeking answers, 

but will either of them be able to handle the truth about Al's death when 

they eventually discover what happened? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even in murder, the music lives on.  
When rising star Paris Secord (aka DJ ParSec) is found dead on her turntables, it 

sends the local music scene reeling. No one is feeling that grief more than her 

shunned pre-fame best friend, Kya, and ParSec's chief groupie, Fuse — two 

sworn enemies who happened to be the ones who discovered her body. The 

police have few leads, and when the trail quickly turns cold, the authorities 

don't seem to be pushing too hard to investigate further. But nobody counted 

on Paris's deeply loyal fans, ParSec Nation, or the outrage that would drive Fuse 

and Kya to work together. As ParSec Nation takes to social media and the 

streets in their crusade for justice, Fuse and Kya start digging into Paris's past, 

stumbling across a deadly secret. With new info comes new motives.  

New suspects. And a fandom that will stop at nothing in their obsessive 

quest for answers, not even murder... 



Things can change in a second: The second Frankie Green gets that scholarship 
letter, he has his ticket out of Jamaica. The second his longtime crush, Leah, 
asks him on a date, he's in trouble. The second his father gets shot, suddenly 

nothing else matters. And the second Frankie joins his uncle's gang in exchange 
for paying for his father's medical bills, there's no going back...or is there? 

 

As Frankie does things he never thought he'd be capable of, he's forced to con-

front the truth of the family and future he was born into-and the ones he wants 

to build for himself. 
 
 
 

 

To Finnian Voy, magic is two things: a knife to hold under the throat of anyone 

who crosses her, and a disguise she shrugs on as easily as others pull on cloaks. 
 

As a talented faceshifter, it's been years since Finn has seen her own face, 

and that's exactly how she likes it. 
 

But when she gets caught by a powerful mobster, she's forced into an 

impossible mission: steal a legendary treasure from Castallan's royal palace or 

be stripped of her magic forever. To Prince Alfehr magic is an escape, but one 

that comes with a price. 
 

First in line for the throne after the disappearance of his older brother, Alfie is 

desperate to find him and bring him home, even if it means dabbling in 

forbidden magic. And when Finn and Alfie's fates collide, they realise magic can 

be other things too, and the type they accidentally release into the world is 

something neither expects, or understands. 
 
 
 
 

 

In a kingdom where the ruling and lower classes live and die apart by law, a 

noblewoman and a commoner make a fatal mistake: they fall in love. Kaelyn, a 

young noblewoman, feels smothered under the harsh constraints of the 

Decens-Lenitas, the legal and moral code that governs the people of the 
 

Geniverd Kingdom. When she meets Roki, a handsome young man from the 
city with knowledge and aspirations beyond his status, Kaelyn realizes she's 
not the only person trapped. She starts to question everything she thought 
she knew, including about the Gurnots, a group of rebels set on overthrowing 
the laws-people who the nobles have labelled as terrorists.  
When her parents find out that she's spending more time with a lowborn 
citizen, they forbid her to meet Roki ever again. He's common. She could 
be queen.  

Kaelyn tries to move on. Her future as a potential leader depends on it. But 
she can't forget Roki, or the ominous signs his lessons now make clear: the 
death of an obedient follower of Decens-Lenitas, the unrest that follows…and 
the whispers of conspiracy.  

With the lives of all free people at stake, Kaelyn must uncover the truth-even 

if she risks her heart at every turn. 



Divided by their order. United by their vengeance.  

Iraya has spent her life in a cell, but every day brings her closer to freedom 
and vengeance. 
Jazmyne is the Queens daughter, but unlike her sister before her, she has 
no intention of dying to strengthen her mother’s power.  
Sworn enemies, these two witches enter a precarious alliance to take down a 

mutual threat. But power is intoxicating, revenge is a bloody pursuit, and 

nothing is certain except the lengths they will go to win this game. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Life as a half-mortal teenager should be epic. But, for Helen Thomas, it's 
tragic. She's just moved in with her dorky dad and self-absorbed older 
siblings - who happen to be the ancient Greek gods, living incognito in 
London! Between keeping her family's true identities secret, trying to 
impress her new friends, and meeting an actually cute boy, Helen's stress 
levels are higher than Mount Olympus. She needs to rein in her chaotic 
family before they blow their cover AND her chances at a half-normal social 
life. Or is Helen fated for an embarrassment of mythical proportions?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Leon is the first story in the Lisson Green Chronicles Series. 
 

The page turning story is well written and infused with street poetry. 

Poetry which many young teens call 'rhyme'. The text both is modern 

and relevant for many inner city teens. 
 

It is incomparable to other urban books on the market because of it's 

naturally gritty feel. 
 
 

 

Inspired by the true story of a young man's false imprisonment for murder, 

this is a gripping novel about a daughter's fight for justice against the odds. 
 

On a hot summer night in Boston, a thirteen-year-old African-American girl 

be-came the innocent victim of gang-related gunfire. 
  

Amid public outcry, an immediate manhunt was on to catch the murderer, 

and a young African-American man was quickly apprehended, charged, and - 

wrongly - convicted of the crime. Trell was only a baby when her father was 

imprisoned, but she has always been certain of his innocence. 
 

Twelve years after his conviction, she persuades a down-on-his-luck 

reporter and a determined lawyer to help clear her father's name. 
 

As they attempt to uncover back-door deals, track down crucial witnesses 

and unearth vital evidence that will prove her father's innocence, it becomes 

clear that some people in the neighbourhood want to keep this information 

hidden - at any cost. 



Buried secrets come to light when two students are targeted by an 

anonymous bully with an explosive agenda. 
  

“Hello, Niveus High. It's me. Who am I? That's not important. All you need 

to know is...I'm here to divide and conquer.” – Aces 
 

Welcome to Niveus Private Academy, where money paves the hallways, 

and the students are never less than perfect. 
 

Until now. Because anonymous texter, Aces, is bringing two students' dark 

secrets to light. Talented musician Devon buries himself in rehearsals, but he 

can't escape the spotlight when his private photos go public. Head girl 

Chiamaka isn't afraid to get what she wants, but soon everyone will know the 

price she has paid for power. Someone is out to get them both. Someone who 

holds all the aces. And they're planning much more than a high-school game... 
 
 
 
 

 

Finaba Marah yearns to fit in with the other girls of her age, and nothing 
will allow her to do that more than the initiation ceremony. 
One night Finaba is secretly whisked away by her grandmother, but before 
her initiation is complete, Finaba's father storms in and brings the 
circumcision to a halt.  

The family is advised to leave their home, and the events that follow 
set Finaba's life on an unexpected path. 
So the Path Does Not Die is a touching coming of age story that follows 
Finaba through her childhood and adolescence into adulthood, from her 
native Sierra Leone to the new and exciting land of opportunity, the USA.  
This modern story addresses issues of ethnicity, sexuality, gender and 
Female Genital Circumcision, told through the life of this feisty, intelligent 
and determined young African woman as she makes her way through the 
world while balancing the weights of tradition and modernity.  

But most of all, it is a story of survival.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wallace has spent his summer in the lab breeding a strain of microscopic 

worms. He is four years into a biochemistry degree at a lakeside Midwestern 

university, a life that's a world away from his childhood in Alabama.  

His father died a few weeks ago, but Wallace didn't go back for the funeral, 
and he hasn't told his friends Miller, Yngve, Cole and Emma. For reasons of 
self-preservation, he has become used to keeping a wary distance even from 
those closest to him. But, over the course of one blustery end-of-summer 
weekend, the destruction of his work and a series of intense confrontations 
force Wallace to grapple with both the trauma of the past, and the question 
of the future. 



A rich, dark urban fantasy debut following a teen witch who is given 
a horrifying task: sacrificing her first love to save her family's magic. 
The problem is, she's never been in love-she'll have to find the perfect guy 
before she can kill him. After years of waiting for her Calling-a trial every 
witch must pass in order to come into their powers-the one thing Voya 
Thomas didn't expect was to fail.  
When Voya's ancestor gives her an unprecedented second chance to complete 

her Calling, she agrees-and then is horrified when her task is to kill her first love. 

And this time, failure means every Thomas witch will be stripped of their magic. 

Voya is determined to save her family's magic no matter the cost.  

The problem is, Voya has never been in love, so for her to succeed, she'll 
first have to find the perfect guy-and fast. 
Fortunately, a genetic matchmaking program has just hit the market.  

Her plan is to join the program, fall in love, and complete her task before 
the deadline. 
What she doesn't count on is being paired with the infuriating Luc-how can 
she fall in love with a guy who seemingly wants nothing to do with her? With 
mounting pressure from her family, Voya is caught between her morality and 
her duty to her bloodline.  
If she wants to save their heritage and Luc, she'll have to find something her 

ancestor wants more than blood. And in witchcraft, blood is everything. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Ada leaves home for her freshman year at a Historically Black College, 

it's the first time she's ever been so far from her family--and the first time 

that she's been able to make her own choices and to seek her place in this 

new world. As she stumbles deeper into the world of dance and explores her 

sexual-ity, she also begins to wrestle with her past--her mother's struggle 

with addic-tion, her Nigerian father's attempts to make a home for her. 

Ultimately, Ada discovers she needs to brush off the destiny others have 

chosen for her and claim full ownership of her body and her future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

But the stories were always passed down from her dad--and her mom, when 
she wasn't too busy with her high-profile newscaster gig. But when Alaine's 
life goes a bit sideways, it's time to finally visit Haiti herself.  

What she learns about Haiti's proud history as the world's first black 
republic (with its even prouder people) is one thing, but what she learns 
about her own family is another. Suddenly, the secrets Alaine's mom has 
been keeping, including a family curse that has spanned generations, can no 
longer be avoided.  

It's a lot to handle, without even mentioning that Alaine is also working for 
her aunt's non-profit, which sends underprivileged kids to school and boasts 
one annoyingly charming intern.  

But if anyone can do it all...it's Alaine. 



Simone is HIV-positive - and positive HIV won't define her. 

 

She also knows that celibacy is the best way to stay safe.  

Enter Miles Austin: intelligent, funny and way too sexy for Simone to resist. 

 

But her classmates don't know that she's HIV-positive - and what is the 

truth worth in the hands of the wrong person? 
 
 
 
 

 

A novel-in-verse about a young girl coming-of-age and stepping out of the 

shadow of her former best friend. 

 

She looks me hard in my eyes  

& my knees lock into tree trunks  

My eyes don't dance like my heartbeat 

racing They stare straight back hot daggers.  

I remember things will never be the same.  

I remember things.  
 

 

A god will return when the earth and sky converge under the black sun. In 
the holy city of Tova the winter solstice is usually a time for celebration and 
renewal, but this year it coincides with a solar eclipse, a rare celestial event 
proscribed by the Sun Priest as an unbalancing of the world. Meanwhile, a 
ship launches from a distant city bound for Tova and set to arrive on the 
solstice. The captain of the ship, Xiala, is a disgraced Teek whose song can 
calm the waters around her as easily as it can warp a man's mind.  
Her ship carries one passenger. Described as "harmless" the passenger, 

Serapio, is a young man, blind, scarred, and cloaked in destiny.  

As Xiala well knows, when a man is described as harmless, he usually ends 

up being a villain. 
 
 
 
 

Be bold. Get seen. Be Heard.  

For seventeen-year-old Denver, music is everything. Writing, performing, 
and her ultimate goal: escaping her very small, very white hometown.  

So Denver is more than ready on the day she and her best friends Dali and 
Shak sing their way into the orbit of the biggest R&B star in the world, Sean 
"Mercury" Ellis. Merc gives them everything: parties, perks, wild nights – plus 
hours and hours in the recording studio. Even the painful sacrifices and the 
lies the girls have to tell are all worth it.  

Until they're not.  
Denver begins to realize that she's trapped in Merc's world, struggling to 
hold on to her own voice. As the dream turns into a nightmare, she must 
make a choice: lose her big break, or get broken.  

Inspired by true events, Muted is a fearless exploration of the dark side of 

the music industry, the business of exploitation, how a girl's dreams can be 

used against her— and what it takes to fight back. 



 

Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative coming-of-age story about 

Steve Harmon, a teenager awaiting trial for a murder and robbery.  

As Steve acclimates to juvenile detention and goes to trial, he envisions 

the ordeal as a movie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A new era for the Black Panther starts here! The indomitable will of Wakanda, 

the famed African nation known for its vast wealth, advanced technology and 

warrior traditions - has long been reflected in the will of its monarchs, the Black  
Panthers. But now the current Black Panther, T'Challa, finds that will tested by a 

superhuman terrorist group called The People that has sparked a violent up-

rising among the citizens of Wakanda. T'Challa knows the country must change 

to survive. The question is, will the Black Panther survive the change? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons 
about his life. 
But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enrol 
him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is 
one of the few kids of colour in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip 
from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy 
Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds-and not 
really fitting into either one. 
Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping 

his neighbourhood friends and staying true to himself? 



ASIAN AUTHORS  
 

It's 1972. Meena is nine years old and lives in the village of Tollington, 
'the jewel of the Black Country'. 
She is the daughter of Indian parents who have come to England to give her 
a better life. As one of the few Punjabi inhabitants of her village, her daily 
struggle for independence is different from most.  

She wants fishfingers and chips, not chapatti and dhal; she wants an 
English Christmas, not the usual interminable Punjabi festivities - but 
more than anything, she wants to roam the backyards of working-class 
Tollington with feisty Anita Rutter and her gang. Blonde, cool, aloof, 
outrageous and sassy, Anita is everything Meena thinks she wants to be.  

Meena wheedles her way into Anita's life, but the arrival of a baby brother, 
teenage hormones, impending entrance exams for the posh grammar 
school and a motorcycling rebel without a future, threaten to turn Anita's 
salad days sour. It is a unique vision of a British childhood in the Seventies, 
a childhood caught between two cultures, each on the brink of change.  

 
 
 

 

Set in the southern state of Kerala, it relates the childhood experiences of 

twins Estha and Rahel, who see their world shaken irrevocably by the 

accidental death by drowning of their visiting English cousin. Lyrical, magical 

and beautifully written, it’s the compelling story of intertwining family lives, 

birth and death and love and loss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saleem Sinai was born at midnight, the midnight of India's independence, 
and found himself mysteriously 'handcuffed to history' by the coincidence. 
He is one of 1,001 children born at the midnight hour, each of them 
endowed with an extraordinary talent - and whose privilege and curse it is 
to be both master and victims of their times.  

Through Saleem's gifts - inner ear and wildly sensitive sense of smell - we 

are drawn into a fascinating family saga set against the vast, colourful 

background of the India of the 20th century. 
 
 
 
 

 

In the foothills of the Himalayas sits a once grand, now crumbling house - 
home to three people and a dog.  

There is the retired judge dreaming of colonial yesterdays; his orphaned 
granddaughter Sai who has fallen for her clever maths tutor; the cook, 
whose son Biju writes untruthful letters home from New York City; and 
Mutt, the judge's beloved dog. 
Around the house swirls mountain mist - but also the forces of revolution 
and change. 
For a new world is clashing with the old, and the future offers both hope 

and betrayal... 



When her grandmother learned of Ashima's pregnancy, she was 
particularly thrilled at the prospect of naming the family's first sahib. And 
so Ashima and Ashoke have agreed to put off the decision of what to 
name the baby until a letter comes...For now, the label on his hospital cot 
reads simply BABY BOY GANGULI.  
But as time passes and still no letter arrives from India, American bureaucracy 

takes over and demands that 'baby boy Ganguli' be given a name.  
In a panic, his father decides to nickname him 'Gogol'- after his favourite writer.  

Brought up as an Indian in suburban America, Gogol Ganguli soon finds 

himself itching to cast off his awkward name, just as he longs to leave behind 

the inherited values of his Bengali parents. And so he sets off on his own 

path through life, a path strewn with conflicting loyalties, love and loss... 
 
 

 

"In the summer of 1947, when the creation of the state of Pakistan was 
formally announced, ten million people Muslims and Hindus and Sikhs were 
in flight. By the time the monsoon broke, almost a million of them were 
dead, and all of northern India was in arms, in terror, or in hiding.  

The only remaining oases of peace were a scatter of little villages lost in 
the remote reaches of the frontier. One of these villages was Mano Majra. 
It is a place, where Sikhs and Muslims have lived together in peace for 
hundreds of years.  

Then one day, at the end of the summer, the "ghost train" arrives, a 
silent, incredible funeral train loaded with the bodies of thousands of 
refugees, bringing the village its first taste of the horrors of the civil war.  

Train to Pakistan is the story of this isolated village that is plunged into the 

abyss of religious hate. It is also the story of a Sikh boy and a Muslim girl 

whose love endured and transcends the ravages of war. 
 
 

 

It is New Year's Eve, 1982, and the whole gang is at Victor and Nandini's 
house. The Godfather is on repeat upstairs. Baila music is blaring from the 
record player in the lounge.  
Poppadum's are frying in the kitchen. And Preethi, tipsy on youth and 

friendship and covert cigarettes out the window, just wants to belong.  
But what does that mean, to belong? From that New Year's party to a family 

funeral, via ghetto blasters and growing pains, through 7/7 and the world 

according to Charlie Chaplin, life in all of its complexity happens to Preethi, Nil, 

Lolly, Rohan, and their tightly knotted Sri Lankan families in south London. 
 
 
 

 

Balram Halwai is the White Tiger - the smartest boy in his village.  

His family is too poor for him to afford for him to finish school and he has 
to work in a teashop, breaking coals and wiping tables. 
But Balram gets his break when a rich man hires him as a chauffeur, and 
takes him to live in Delhi. The city is a revelation. As he drives his master to 
shopping malls and call centres, Balram becomes increasingly aware of 
immense wealth and opportunity all around him, while knowing that he will 
never be able to gain access to that world.  

As Balram broods over his situation, he realizes that there is only one way 

he can become part of this glamorous new India - by murdering his master. 



When her father loses his job and leaves India to look for work in America, 

Asha Gupta, her older sister, Reet, and their mother must wait with Baba's 

brother and his family, as well as their grandmother, in Calcutta.  

Uncle is welcoming, but in a country steeped in tradition, the three women 
must abide by his decisions. Asha knows this is temporary, just until Baba 
sends for them.  

But with scant savings and time passing, the tension builds: Ma, prone to 
spells of sadness, finds it hard to submit to her mother- and sister-in-law; 
Reet's beauty attracts unwanted marriage proposals; and Asha's promise to 
take care of Ma and Reet leads to impulsive behaviour. What follows is a 
firestorm of re-buke and secrets revealed!  
Asha's only solace is her rooftop hideaway, where she pours her heart out 
in her diary, and where she begins a clandestine friendship with Jay Sen, 
the boy next door.  

Asha can hardly believe that she, and not Reet, is the object of Jays 

attention. Then news arrives about Baba...and Asha must make a choice 

that will change their lives forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fate and fortune. Power and passion. What does it take to be the queen of 
a kingdom when you're only seventeen? 
Maya is cursed. With a horoscope that promises a marriage of Death and 
De-struction, she has earned only the scorn and fear of her father's 
kingdom. Content to follow more scholarly pursuits, her whole world is torn 
apart when her father, the Raja, arranges a wedding of political 
convenience to quell outside rebellions.  

Soon Maya becomes the queen of Akaran and wife of Amar. 
Neither roles are what she expected: As Akaran's queen, she finds her 
voice and power. 
As Amar's wife, she finds something else entirely: Compassion. Protection. 
Desire...But Akaran has its own secrets — thousands of locked doors, 
gardens of glass, and a tree that bears memories instead of fruit. Soon, 
Maya suspects her life is in danger. Yet who, besides her husband, can she 
trust? With the fate of the human and Otherworldly realms hanging in the 
balance, Maya must unravel an ancient mystery that spans reincarnated 
lives to save those she loves the most...including herself.  

 
 
 
 

 

Fourteen-year-old Amrith is caught up in the life of the cheerful, well-to-do 
household in which he is being raised by his vibrant Auntie Bundle and 
kindly Uncle Lucky.  

He tries not to think of his life before, when his doting mother was still 
alive. Amrith's holiday plans seem unpromising: he wants to appear in his 
schools production of Othello and he is learning to type at Uncle Lucky's 
tropical fish business.  

Then, like an unexpected monsoon, his cousin arrives from Canada 
and Amrith's ordered life is storm-tossed. 
He finds himself falling in love with the Canadian boy. 



We children are not just stories. We live. Come and see.  

Nine-year-old Jai watches too many reality cop shows, thinks he's smarter 
than his friend Pari (even though she always gets top marks) and considers 
himself to be a better boss than Faiz (even though Faiz is the one with a job). 
When a boy at school goes missing, Jai decides to use the crime-solving skills 
he has picked up from episodes of Police Patrol to find him.  

With Pari and Faiz by his side, Jai ventures into some of the most 
dangerous parts of the sprawling Indian city; the bazaar at night, and 
even the railway station at the end of the Purple Line.  
But kids continue to vanish, and the trio must confront terrified parents, an 

indifferent police force and soul-snatching djinns in order to uncover the truth. 
 
 
 

 

Still in her teenage years, Nazneen finds herself in an arranged marriage with 
a disappointed man who is twenty years older. 
Away from the mud and heat of her Bangladeshi village, home is now 
a cramped flat in a high-rise block in London's East End.  
Nazneen knows not a word of English, and is forced to depend on her husband. 

But unlike him she is practical and wise, and befriends a fellow Asian girl Razia, 

who helps her understand the strange ways of her adopted new British home. 

Nazneen keeps in touch with her sister Hasina back in the village.  

But the rebellious Hasina has kicked against cultural tradition and run off 
in a 'love marriage' with the man of her dreams. 
When he suddenly turns violent, she is forced into the degrading job of garment 

girl in a cloth factory. Confined in her flat by tradition and family duty, Nazneen 

also sews furiously for a living, shut away with her buttons and linings 

- until the radical Karim steps unexpectedly into her life. 
On a background of racial conflict and tension, they embark on a love 

affair that forces Nazneen finally to take control of her fate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A powerful story about a family in crisis focusing on issues of abuse, rape, 

and emotional turmoil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. 
Nearly two decades later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a 
local teenager, Laila, as strong as the ties between mother and 
daughter. When the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate 
struggle against starvation, brutality and fear.  

Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them 

to overcome the most daunting obstacles with a startling heroism. 



The Year of the Runaways tells of the bold dreams and daily struggles of an 
un-likely family thrown together by circumstance. 
Thirteen young men live in a house in Sheffield, each in flight from India and 
in desperate search of a new life. 
Tarlochan, a former rickshaw driver, will say nothing about his past in Bihar; 
and Avtar has a secret that binds him to protect the chaotic Randeep. 
Randeep, in turn, has a visa-wife in a flat on the other side of town: a 
clever, devout woman whose cupboards are full of her husband's clothes, in 
case the immigration men surprise her with a call.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Unnoticed by his family, Supratik has become dangerously involved in 
extremist political activism.  

Compelled by an idealistic desire to change his life and the world around him, 
all he leaves behind before disappearing is a note. At home, his family slowly 
begins to unravel. Poisonous rivalries grow, the once-thriving family business 
implodes and destructive secrets are unearthed. And all around them the 
sands are shifting as society fractures, for this is a moment of turbulence, of 
inevitable and unstoppable change.  

 
 
 
 

 

After years spent raising her twin siblings in the wake of their mother's 
death, she is finally studying in America, resuming a dream long deferred.  

But she can't stop worrying about Aneeka, her beautiful, headstrong sister 
back in London - or their brother, Parvaiz, who's disappeared in pursuit of his 
own dream: to prove himself to the dark legacy of the jihadist father he never 
knew. Then Eamonn enters the sisters' lives. Handsome and privileged, he 
inhabits a London worlds away from theirs.  

As the son of a powerful British Muslim politician, Eamonn has his 
own birth right to live up to - or defy.  

Is he to be a chance at love? The means of Parvaiz's salvation? Two 

families' fates are inextricably, devastatingly entwined in this searing 

novel that asks: what sacrifices will we make in the name of love? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What thirteen-year-old Abby wants most is to meet her father.  
She just never imagined he would be a huge film starring Bollywood! 

Now she's travelling to Mumbai to get to know her famous father.  
Abby is overwhelmed by the culture clash, the pressures of being the 
daughter of India's most famous celebrity, and the burden of keeping her 
identity a secret.  

But as she learns to navigate her new surroundings, she just might 

discover where she really belongs. 



Gautam Malkani's electrifying Londonstani, reveals a Britain that has never 
before been explored in the novel: a country of young Asians and white boys  
(desis and goras) trying to work out a place for themselves in the shadow of the  

divergent cultures of their parents' generation. 
Set close to the Heathrow feed roads of Hounslow, Malkani shows us the lives of 

a gang of four young men: Hardjit the ring leader, a Sikh, violent, determined his 

caste stay pure; Ravi, determinedly tactless, a sheep following the herd; Amit, 

whose brother Arun is struggling to win the approval of his mother for the Hindu 

girl he has chosen to marry; and Jas who tells us of his journey with these three, 

desperate to win their approval, desperate too for Samira, a Muslim girl, which 

in this story can only have bad consequences.  

Together they cruise the streets in Amit's enhanced Beemer, making a 

little money changing the electronic fingerprints on stolen mobile phones, 

a scam that leads them into more dangerous waters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Set partly in the UK and partly in the Punjab region of India, (Un)arranged 

Marriage is a perceptive look at a young man's fight to free himself from 

family expectations and an arranged marriage he doesn't want. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about 
Hob-bit social cues than Persian ones.  

He's a Fractional Persian - half, his mum's side - and his first-ever trip to Iran 
is about to change his life. 
Darius has never really fit in at home, and he's sure things are going to be 
the same in Iran.  

His clinical depression doesn't exactly help matters, and trying to explain 
his medication to his grandparents only makes things harder. 
Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes.  

Soon, they're spending their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, 
and talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city's skyline. 
Sohrab calls him Darioush - the original Persian version of his name - and  

Darius has never felt more like himself than he does now that he's Darioush 

to Sohrab. 
 
 
 

 

School is tough enough without throwing a hijab into the mix...Amal is a 16-

year-old Melbourne teen with all the usual obsessions about boys, chocolate 

and Cosmo magazine. She's also a Muslim, struggling to honour the Islamic 

faith in a society that doesn't understand it. The story of her decision to 

"shawl up" and its attendant anxieties (like how much eyeliner to wear) is 

funny, surprising and touching by turns. 



Sarfraz Manzoor was two years old when his family emigrated from Pakistan 
to join his father in Bury Park, Luton.  

His teenage years were a constant battle to reconcile being both British 
and Muslim. 
But when his best friend introduced him to Bruce Springsteen, his life 
changed forever. 
In this affectionate and timely memoir, Manzoor retraces his journey from 
the frustrations of his childhood to his reaction to the tragedies of 9/11 and 
7/7. Original, darkly tender and wryly amusing, this is an inspiring tribute to 
the power of music to transcend race and religion and a moving account of 
a relationship between father and son.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Life as Zeba knows it could be over for good...Zeba Khan is like any other 
sixteen-year-old girl: enjoying herself, waiting for exam results...and 
dreaming of the day she'll meet her one true love. Except her parents have 
other plans. In Pakistan for the summer, Zeba's world is shattered.  

Her future is threatened by an unthinkable - and forced - duty to protect 
her father's honour. 
But does she hold the secrets that will help her escape?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gul has a star-shaped birthmark on her arm, and in her kingdom, marked 
girls are disappearing. 
Gul's mark caused her parents murder at the hands of the king's army, 
and forced her into hiding. 
When a group of rebel women rescue her to train her in warrior magic, Gul 
only wants one thing: revenge. Cavas is ready to sign his life over to the 
king's army in exchange for money and medicine for his sick father.  

But when he meets Gul in the capital's bazaar, their chemistry grows, and 

he becomes entangled in a mission of vengeance - and discovers magic he 

never expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Amber is trapped - by her father's rules, by his expectations, by her own 

fears. Now she's ready to fight - for her mother, for her sister, for herself. 

Freedom always comes at a price. 



It is a truth universally acknowledged that only in an overachieving Indian 

American family can a genius daughter be considered a black sheep.  

Dr. Trisha Raje is San Francisco's most acclaimed neurosurgeon.  

But that's not enough for the Raje’s, her influential immigrant family 
who's achieved power by making its own non-negotiable rules:  

*Never trust an outsider *Never do anything to jeopardize your 
brother's political aspirations *And never, ever, defy your family. 
Trisha is guilty of breaking all three rules.  

But now she has a chance to redeem herself. So long as she doesn't repeat 
old mistakes. Up-and-coming chef DJ Caine has known people like Trisha 
before, people who judge him by his rough beginnings and place pedigree 
above character. 
He needs the lucrative job the Rajes offer, but he values his pride too much 
to indulge Trisha's arrogance. And then he discovers that she's the only 
surgeon who can save his sister's life. As the two clash, their assumptions 
crumble like the spun sugar on one of DJ's stunning desserts.  

But before a future can be savoured there's a past to be reckoned with... A 

family trying to build home in a new land. A man who has never felt at 

home anywhere. And a choice to be made between the two. 
 
 
 
 

 

Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first fight, this is the story 
of amateur boxer Sunny.  

A seventeen year old feeling isolated and disconnected in the city he's 
just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing club to learn to protect himself after a 
racist attack.  

He finds the community he's been desperately seeking at the club, and 
a mentor in trainer Shobu, who helps him find his place in the world. 
But racial tensions are rising in the city, and when a Far Right march 

through Bristol turns violent, Sunny is faced with losing his new best 

friend Keir to radicalisation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When a mysterious gunman takes a class hostage, the rest of Mia's school 
is evacuated. 
But Mia is determined to stay behind. She knows it's a life or death 
situation but there's something she fears more than dying. 
Mia thinks she might know who the gunman is, and, if she's right, then she 

may be the only one who can save her schoolmates... 



Fletcher was nothing more than a humble blacksmith's apprentice, when 
a chance encounter leads to the discovery that he has the ability to 
summon demons from another world.  

Chased from his village for a crime he did not commit, he must travel with 
his demon to the Vocans Academy, where the gifted are trained in the art 
of summoning.  
The academy will put Fletcher through a gauntlet of gruelling lessons, training 

him as a battlemage to fight in the Hominum Empire's war against the savage 

orcs. Rubbing shoulders with the children of the most powerful nobles in the 

land, Fletcher must tread carefully. Fletcher will find himself caught in the 

middle of powerful forces, with nothing but his demon Ignatius to help him. As 

the pieces on the board manoeuvre for supremacy, Fletcher must decide 

where his loyalties lie. The fate of an empire is in his hands... 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate mothers, 
promising to deliver them safely to a Foundling Hospital in London.  

Instead, he murders them and buries them by the roadside, to the helpless 
hor-ror of his mentally ill son, Mish. Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up 
happily unaware of his history, proving himself a promising musician. As 
Aaron's new life takes him closer to his real family, the watchful Mish makes 
a terrible mis-take, delivering Aaron and his best friend Toby back into the 
hands of the Co-ram man. It tells the story of a dark time in English history.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sofia Khan is single once more, after her sort-of-boyfriend proves just a 
little too close to his parents. And she'd be happy that way too, if her boss 
hadn't asked her to write a book about the weird and wonderful world of 
Muslim dating.  

Of course, even though she definitely isn't looking for love, to write the 

book she does need to do a little research... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

They say I'm evil.  

The police. The newspapers. The girls from school who sigh on the six o'clock 
news and say they always knew there was something not quite right about 
me. And everyone believes it. Including you. But you don't know. You don't 
know who I used to be. Who I could have been. Sometimes I wonder if I'll 
ever shake off my mistakes or if I'll just carry them around with me forever 
like a bunch of red balloons. Awaiting trial at Archway Young Offenders 
Institution, Emily Koll is going to tell her side of the story for the first time. 
Heart-Shaped Bruise is a compulsive and moving novel about infamy, 
identity and how far a person might go to seek revenge. 



Fifteen-year-old Ilyas is under pressure from everyone: GCSE's are looming and 

his teachers just won't let up, his dad wants him to join the family business and 

his mates don't care about any of it. There's no space in Ilyas' life to just be a 

teenager. Serving detention one day, Ilyas finds a kindred spirit in Kelly 

Matthews, who is fed up with being pigeonholed as the good girl, and their 

friendship blows the social strata of high school wide open. But when Kelly 

catches the eye of one of the local bad boys, Imran, he decides to seduce her for 

a bet - and Ilyas is faced with losing the only person who understands him.  

Standing up to Imran puts Ilyas' family at risk, but it's time for him to be 

the superhero he draws in his comic-books, and go kick the moon. 
 
 
 
 

Donating your heart is the most precious gift of all. Adam is a teenage boy 
who lives with his mum and younger sister.  

His dad has left them although lives close by. His sister no longer speaks and 
his mum works two jobs.  

Adam feels the weight of the world upon his shoulders. Then his 
grandfather dies and in doing so he donates a very precious gift - his heart. 
William is the recipient of Adam's grandfather's heart.  

He has no family and feels rootless and alone. In fact, he feels no particular 
rea-son to live. And then he meets Adam's family. William has received 
much, but it appears that he has much to offer Adam and his family too. A 
powerful tale of love and strength in adversity.  

 
 
 
 

 

“Happy birthday, Stanley...We hope you like your present…”  
Cynical, solitary Stanley Bird is a fairly typical teenager - unless you count the fact 

that his best friend is a talking beagle named Daryl, and that he gained the 

powers of flight and telekinesis when he turned sixteen. Unfortunately, his rural 

Welsh home town is not exactly crying out for its very own superhero.  

London is calling - but what Stanley finds there is a good deal weirder and 
more terrifying than anything he could have imagined. 
Perhaps he should have stayed in Wales...  

 
 

 

Arsalan has learned everything he knows from Nana, his 100-year-old great-
grandfather. This includes the fact that when Nana dies, Arsalan will be 
completely alone in the world, except for his estranged and abusive father. 
So he turns to Beenish, the step-daughter of a prominent matchmaker, to 
find him a future life partner. Beenish's request in return? That Arsalan help 
her ruin her older sister's wedding with a spectacular dance she's been 
forbidden to perform.  

 

Despite knowing as little about dancing as he does about girls, Arsalan 
wades into Beenish's chaotic world to discover friends and family he never 
expected. And though Arsalan's old-school manners and Beenish's take-no-
prisoners attitude clash every minute, they find themselves getting closer 
and closer literally. All that's left to realize is that the thing they both really 
want is each other, if only they can get in step. 



Under the Martial Empire, defiance is met with death. When Laia's 
grandparents are brutally murdered and her brother arrested for treason by 
the empire, the only people she has left to turn to are the rebels. But in 
exchange for their help in saving her brother, they demand that Laia spy on 
the ruthless  

Commandant of Blackcliff, the Empire's greatest military academy. 
Should she fail it's more than her brother's freedom at risk...Laia's very life is 
at stake. There, she meets Elias, the academy's finest soldier.  

But Elias wants only to be free of the tyranny he's being trained to enforce.  

He and Laia will soon realize that their destinies are intertwined - and that 

their choices will change the fate of the Empire itself. 
 
 

 

Its 1989 in New York City, and for three teens, the world is changing.  
Reza is an Iranian boy who has just moved to the city with his mother to live 
with his stepfather and stepbrother. He's terrified that someone will guess 
the truth he can barely acknowledge about himself. Reza knows he's gay, but 
all he knows of gay life are the medias images of men dying of AIDS.  

Judy is an aspiring fashion designer who worships her uncle Stephen, a gay 
man with AIDS who devotes his time to activism as a member of ACT UP. 
Judy has never imagined finding romance...until she falls for Reza and they 
start dating. Art is Judy's best friend, their schools only out and proud teen. 
He'll never be who his conservative parents want him to be, so he rebels by 
documenting the AIDS crisis through his photographs.  

As Reza and Art grow closer, Reza struggles to find a way out of his 

deception that won't break Judy's heart and destroy the most meaningful 

friendship he's ever known. 
 
 

 

Sixteen-year-old Samaraka Samis an Indian American teenager whose mom 
has kept her away from her old-fashioned family. 
It's never bothered Sam, who is busy with school, friends, and a 
demanding boyfriend.  

But things change after 9/11. A guy in a turban shows up at Sam's house 
and turns out to be her uncle. 
He wants to reconcile the family and teach Sam about her Sikh heritage. 

She is eager to learn, but when boys attack her uncle, shouting “Go home 

Osama!” Sam realizes she could be in danger and just how dangerous 

igno-rance is. 
 
 

 

Fatima lives in the city of Noor, a thriving stop along the Silk Road. There the 
music of myriad languages fills the air, and people of all faiths weave their 
lives together. However, the city bears scars of its recent past, when the 
chaotic tribe of Shayateen djinn slaughtered its entire population - except for 
Fatima and two other humans. Now ruled by a new maharajah, Noor is 
protected from the Shayateen by the Ifrit, djinn of order and reason, and by 
their commander, Zulfikar.  

But when one of the most potent of the Ifrit dies, Fatima is changed in ways 
she cannot fathom, ways that scare even those who love her. Oud in hand, 
Fatima is drawn into the intrigues of the maharajah and his sister, the affairs 
of Zulfikar and the djinn, and the dangers of a magical battlefield. 



It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated 
into two countries: Pakistan and India.  

The divide has created much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and 
hundreds of thousands are killed crossing borders. Half- Muslim, half-Hindu 
twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her country 
is anymore. 
When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, 
Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later 
on foot to reach her new home.  

The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as 
a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too.  

But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in 

the possibility of putting herself back together. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Melati Ahmad looks like your typical movie-going, Beatles-obsessed sixteen-
year -old.  
Unlike most other sixteen-year-olds though, Mel also believes that she harbours 

a djinn inside her, one who threatens her with horrific images of her mother's 

death unless she adheres to an elaborate ritual of counting and tapping to keep 

him satisfied. A trip to the movies after school turns into a nightmare when the 

city erupts into violent race riots between the Chinese and the Malay. 
 

When gangsters come into the theatre and hold movie-goers hostage, Mel, a 
Malay, is saved by a Chinese woman, but has to leave her best friend behind 
to die. On their journey through town, Mel sees for herself the devastation 
caused by the riots.  
In her village, a neighbour tells her that her mother, a nurse, was called in 
to help with the many bodies piling up at the hospital.  

Mel must survive on her own, with the help of a few kind strangers, until 
she finds her mother. 
But the djinn in her mind threatens her ability to cope.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Nishat doesn’t want to lose her family, but she also doesn’t want to hide who 
she is, and it only gets harder once a childhood friend walks back into her life. 
Flávia is beautiful and charismatic, and Nishat falls for her instantly. But when 
a school competition invites students to create their own businesses, both 
Flávia and Nishat decide to showcase their talent as henna artists. In a fight 
to prove who is the best, their lives become more tangled―but Nishat can’t 
quite get rid of her crush, especially since Flávia seems to like her back.  

 

As the competition heats up, Nishat has a decision to make: stay in the 

closet for her family, or put aside her differences with Flávia and give their 

relation-ship a chance. 



Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so when runaway 
sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects look grim.  

Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how vulnerable they are in 
this uncaring, dangerous world. 
Fortunately, the girls find shelter—and friendship—on an abandoned bridge 

that's also the hideout of Muthi and Arul, two homeless boys, and the four of 

them soon form a family of sorts. And while making their living scavenging the 

city's trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to take pride in, too.  

After all, they are now the bosses of themselves and no longer dependent 
on untrustworthy adults. 
But when illness strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk seeking help from 

strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought freedom. 
 
 
 
 

 

A hilarious and anarchic collection of classic bedtime stories for young 
readers, all utterly updated for a new generation. 
Meet Trumplestiltskin, a vain and gold-obsessed little man who will stop 
at nothing to become richer and richer.  

There's Sleeping Brainy, the princess whose only dream is to become 
Chancel-lor of the Exchequer, and the Gingerbread Kid, who escapes 
persecution in his home country but struggles to fit in his new one.  
You won't forget the lingering stench of Mouldysocks - a boy obsessed with 
staring at his iPad but rather less obsessed with personal hygiene - and you'll 
be rooting for Rap-Unzel when she gets the chance of fame by appearing on  
Kingdom's Got Talent...but at what cost? Packed with stories about boys who 

aren't afraid to cry and rhymes about girls who refuse to kiss frogs, FEARLESS 

FAIRY TALES shakes up dusty, old-fashioned (and, to be honest, rather sexist) 

bedtime stories and totally reinvents them for the twenty-first century.  

From fake news to female footballers, environmental pollution to equal 

pay, nothing is off limits in this anthology of laugh-out-loud fairy tales 

with thoroughly modern morals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you can read this, you obviously understand Pigeonese.  

You may read my book. If you're a cat and you've learnt Pigeonese...(HA HA 
HA! As if a cat would be smart enough to learn Pigeonese). 
This must mean if you are a cat and you are able to read this, you have taken 
a pigeon hostage so that you can trick them into translating the Pigeonese 
words into Meow.  
I demand you release the hostage pigeon now. My book contains TOP SECRET 

ideas that are NONE of a cat's business. Dave Pigeon is writing a book on how 

he defeated Mean Cat in order to help fellow pigeons everywhere.  

Cats beware! 



Meet Knightley and Son - two great detectives for the price of one ... Darkus 
Knightley is not your average 13-year-old: ferociously logical, super-smart 
and with a fondness for tweed, detective work is in his blood.  
His dad Alan Knightley was London's top private investigator and an expert in 

crimes too strange for Scotland Yard to handle, but four years ago the 

unexplained finally caught up with him - and he fell into a mysterious coma. 

Darkus is determined to follow in his father's footsteps and find out what 
really happened.  

But when Alan suddenly wakes up, his memory is wonky and he needs help.  
 
 

 

Shifa and her brother, Themba, live in Kairos City with their father, Nabil. 
The few live in luxury, whilst the millions like them crowd together in 
compounds, surviving on meagre rations and governed by Freedom Fields - 
the organisation that looks after you, as long as you opt in. The bees have 
long disappeared; instead children must labour on farms, pollinating crops 
by hand so that the nation can eat. The farm Shifa and Themba are sent to is 
hard and cruel.  
Themba won't survive there and Shifa comes up with a plan to break them out. 

But they have no idea where they are - their only guide is a map drawn from the 

ramblings of a stranger. The journey ahead is fraught with danger, but Shifa is 

strong and knows to listen to her instincts - to let love guide them home.  

The freedom of a nation depends on it...  
 
 

 

Tamarind never knew her Indian mum, Chinty, who died soon after she 
was born. 
So when she arrives at her ancestral home, a huge mansion in the 
Himalayas surrounded by luxuriant gardens, she's full of questions for her 
extended family.  

But instead of answers, she finds an ominous silence - and a trickle of 
intriguing clues: an abandoned hut, a friendly monkey, a glowing star ring, 
and a strange girl in the garden who calls herself Ishta.  

Slowly, Tamarind unravels a mystery at the heart of who she is...  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Razi, a local fisher-boy, is watching turtle eggs hatch when he sees a boat 
bob-bing into view. 
With a chill, he notices a small, still hand hanging over the side...  

Inside is Zheng, who's escaped a shipwreck and is full of tales of sea 
monsters and missing treasure.  

But the villains who are after Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, Shifa, 

too. And so begins an exhilarating adventure in the shadow of the biggest sea 

monster of them all... 



This place is magic ... but it's not the sort of magic that comes from wands 
and spells...Can piecing together the past help you change the present? 
Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye.  

Her mum doesn't understand Safiya's love of gaming and Safiya doesn't 
think they have anything in common. 
As Safiya struggles to fit in at school she wonders if her mum wishes she 
was more like her confident best friend Elle. 
But then her mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya waits by her bedside, 
she finds herself in a strange and magical world that looks a bit like one of 
her games. And there's a rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks 
suspiciously familiar...  

 

 

Ash Mistry, reluctant hero, faces ancient demons... and comes into an 
astonishing, magical inheritance. Varanasi: holy city of the Ganges. In this 
land of ancient temples, incense and snake charmers... Where the monsters 
and heroes of the past come to life... One slightly geeky boy from our time... 
IS GOING TO KICK SOME DEMONS BACK TO HELL. Ash Mistry hates India. 
This is a problem since his uncle has brought him and his annoying younger 
sister Lucky there to take up a dream job with the mysterious Lord Savage.  

But Ash immediately suspects something is very wrong with the 
eccentric millionaire.  

Soon, Ash finds himself in a desperate battle to stop Savage's master plan - 

the opening of the Iron Gates that have kept Ravana, the demon king, at bay 

for four millennia... 
 
 

 

'The boy's an absolute menace.' 'He's a bully. A lost cause!' 'Why can't he be 

more like his sister?' I've been getting into trouble for as long I can remember. 

Usually I don't mind 'cos some of my best, most brilliant ideas have come from 

sitting in detention. But recently it feels like no one believes me about anything  

- even when I'm telling the truth! And it's only gotten worse since I played a 
prank on the old man who lives in the park. Everyone thinks I'm just a bully. 
They don't believe I could be a hero. But I'm going to prove them all wrong… 
Told from the perspective of a bully, this book explores themes of bullying 
and homelessness, while celebrating kindness, friendship and the potential 
everyone has to change for the good.  

 
 

Legend has it these lost children are sent to the School for Good and Evil, the 
fabled institution where they become fairy tale heroes or villains. With her 
glass slippers and devotion to good deeds, Sophie knows she'll join the ranks 
of past students like Cinderella, Rapunzel, and Snow White at the School for 
Good.  
Meanwhile, Agatha, with her shapeless black dresses and wicked black cat, 

seems a natural fit for the villains in the School for Evil. But the two girls soon 

find their fortunes reversed - Sophie's dumped in the School for Evil to take 

Uglification, Death Curses and Henchmen Training, while Agatha finds herself 
in the School for Good, thrust among handsome princes and fair maidens for 
classes in Princess Etiquette and Animal Communication. But what if the 
mistake is actually the first clue to discovering who Sophie and Agatha really 
are? 



Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten. He lives high up in an old house 
on a hill. He's never left home, but then his grandfather tells him about the 
Way - a secret martial art for cats.  

Now Varjak must use the Way to survive in a city full of dangerous dogs, 

cat gangs and, strangest of all the mysterious Vanishings. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Addy Mayford has always struggled with her identity.  

Brought up in a household of stories, food and faith by her Irish mother 
and Pakistani Nana, she feels constantly torn between the two sides of 
her upbringing.  

Since the death of her father, she's found contentment cooking delicious 
recipes from his home city of Lahore, despite the protestations of her 
mother that being a chef is no career for a young woman.  

It's only with the love of her gorgeous husband, Gabe, that she's truly found 
happiness. When Addy stumbles across a secret that shatters her world, she 
desperately needs to escape and is drawn to the sights of Lahore and the 
family she's never known.  

Waiting for her there is Addy's final acceptance of who she is, and a long-

buried family secret that will change her life for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It's 2002, a year after 9/11, and Shirin has just started at yet another new 

high school. 
 

It's an extremely turbulent time politically, but especially so for a sixteen-year-

old Muslim girl who's tired of being stereotyped. 
  

Shirin is never surprised by how horrible people can be. 
 

She's tired of the rude stares, the degrading comments - even the physical 
 

violence she endures as a result of her race, her religion, and the hijab she 

wears every day. Shirin drowns her frustrations in music and spends her 

afternoons break-dancing with her brother. 
 

But then she meets Ocean James. He's the first person in forever who 

really seems to want to get to know her. 
 

It terrifies her -they seem to come from two irreconcilable worlds - and Shirin 

has had her guard up against the world for so long that she's not sure she'll 

ever be able to let it down. 



 

Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of 
the bewildering contradictions between home life and public life. 
This is a beautiful and intimate story full of tragedy and humour - raw, 

honest and incredibly illuminating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Yorkers Carter and Seth chop up old music to make it new again, 
ripping off black culture to line white pockets.  

They are young, hungry and talented. But one day they stumble on an old 
blues song - an undiscovered gem just waiting to be found - and land 
themselves in a heap of trouble. Seeking answers, Seth travels deep into the 
heart of the old South, accompanied by Carter's bewitching sister Leonie.  

But this is America, where ghosts lie uneasy in shallow graves and tugging 
one loose thread can unravel a bloody history of injustice. And the closer 
Seth gets to the haunting truth, the more he feels pursued . . . White Tears is 
a nail-biting ride through the terrifying spectre of America's past.  

It's about black lives and white privilege and the music that runs through 

the country's veins like blood. 
 
 
 

 

They say the thirst of blood is like a madness - they must sate it.  

Even with their own kin. On the eve of her divining, the day she'll discover 
her fate, seventeen-year-old Lil and her twin sister Kizzy are captured and 
enslaved by the cruel Boyar Valcar, taken far away from their beloved 
traveller community.  
Forced to work in the harsh and unwelcoming castle kitchens, Lil is 
comforted when she meets Mira, a fellow slave who she feels drawn to in a 
way she doesn't understand.  

But she also learns about the Dragon, a mysterious and terrifying figure 
of myth and legend who takes girls as gifts. 
They may not have had their divining day, but the girls will still discover 

their fate... 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For Selvon, Ardan and Yusuf, growing up under the towers of Stones Estate, 
summer means what it does anywhere: football, music and freedom. But 
now, after the killing of a British soldier, riots are spreading across the city, 
and nowhere is safe. While the fury swirls around them, Selvon and Ardan 
remain focused on their own obsessions, girls and grime. Their friend Yusuf 
is caught up in a different tide, a wave of radicalism surging through his local 
mosque, threatening to carry his troubled brother, Irfan, with it. 



16-year-old Mehreen Miah's anxiety and depression, or 'Chaos', as she calls 
it, has taken over her life, to the point where she can't bear it any more. 
So she joins MementoMori, a website that matches people with partners 
and allocates them a date and method of death, 'the pact'.  

Mehreen is paired with Cara Saunders and Olivia Castleton, two strangers 
dealing with their own serious issues. As they secretly meet over the 
coming days, Mehreen develops a strong bond with Cara and Olivia, the 
only people who seem to understand what she's going through.  

But ironically, the thing that brought them together to commit suicide has 
also created a mutually supportive friendship that makes them realise that, 
with the right help, life is worth living. 
It's not long before all three want out of the pact. 
But in a terrifying twist of fate, the website won't let them stop, and an 

increasingly sinister game begins, with MementoMori playing the girls 

off against each other. A pact is a pact, after all. 
 
 
 

 

Aysel and Roman are practically strangers, but they've been drawn into 
an unthinkable partnership.  

In a month's time, they plan to commit suicide - together.  

Aysel knows why she wants to die: being the daughter of a murderer 
doesn't equal normal, well-adjusted teenager. 
But she can't figure out why handsome, popular Roman wants to end 
it all....and why he's even more determined than she is.  

With the deadline getting closer, something starts to grow between Aysel 
and Roman - a feeling she never thought she would experience. 
It seems there might be something to live for, after all - but is Aysel in so 

deep she can't turn back? 
 
 
 
 

 

The Atlas of Reds and Blues opens with a woman lying bleeding on 
her driveway, shot by police.  

The woman has moved her family to the wealthy suburbs, but once there 
was is met with the same questions: Where are you from? 
No, where are you really from? The American-born daughter of Bengali 

immigrant parents, her truthful answer, here, is never enough.  

The morning that opens The Atlas of Red and Blues is the morning that 
the woman's simmering anger breaks through. 
During a baseless and prejudice-driven police raid on her house, she 
finally refuses to be calm, complacent, and polite. 
As she lies bleeding on her driveway, her life flashing before her eyes, 

she struggles to make sense of her past and decipher her present - how 

did she end up here? 



There are three kinds of people in my world: 1. Saints, those special 
people moving the world forward.  

Sometimes you glaze over them. Or, at least, I do. They're in your face so 
much, you can't see them, like how you can't see your nose. 2. Misfits, people 
who don't belong. Like me-the way I don't fit into Dad's brand-new family or 
in the leftover one composed of Mom and my older brother, Mama's-Boy- 
Muhammad. Also, there's Jeremy and me. Misfits. Because although, 
alliteratively speaking, Janna and Jeremy sound good together, we don't 
go together.  

Same planet, different worlds. But sometimes worlds collide and beautiful 
things happen, right? 3. Monsters. Well, monsters wearing saint masks, like 

in Flannery O'Connor's stories. Like the monster at my mosque. People think 
he's holy, untouchable, but nobody has seen under the mask. Except me.  

 
 
 

 

Be careful what you say and who you say it to. Anyone might be a watcher. 
Naeem is a Bangladeshi teenager living in Queens who thinks he can charm 
his way through anything. But then mistakes catch up with him. So do the 
cops, who offer him an impossible choice: spy on his Muslim neighbours and 
report back to them on shady goings-on, or face a police record. Naeem 
wants to be a hero--a protector. He wants his parents to be proud of him. 
But as time goes on, the line between informing and entrapping blurs. Is he 
saving or betraying his community?  

Inspired by actual surveillance practices in New York City and elsewhere, 

Marina Budhos's extraordinary and timely novel examines what it's like to 

grow up with Big Brother always watching. Naeem's riveting story is as vivid 

and involving as today's headlines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All over the world, doors are appearing. They lead to other cities, other 
countries, other lives. And in a city gripped by war, Nadia and Saeed are 
newly in love. Hardly more than strangers, desperate to survive, they open a 
door and step through. But the doors only go one way. Once you leave, there 
is no going back. 



Ba slipped the gold bangles from my wrists. The gold ones were plain so I 

didn't mind taking them off, but I loved wearing my milk-glass bangles and 

the lakkh bracelets. 
 

"A widow can't wear bangles," she said. "They are signs of a woman's good 

for-tune. When your husband dies it's over." 
 

"What if my good fortune comes back?" 
 

"It doesn't."  
 

Pretty as a peacock, twelve-year-old Leela had been spoiled all her life. She 

doesn't care for school and barely marks the growing unrest between the 

British colonists and her own countrymen. Why should she? Her future has 

been planned since her engagement at two and marriage at nine.  

Leela's whole life changes, though, when her husband dies. She's now 

expected to behave like a proper widow: shaving her head and trading her 
jewel-toned saris for rough, earth- coloured ones. Leela is considered unlucky 
now, and will have to stay confined to her house for a year-keep corner-in 
preparation for a life of mourning for a boy she barely knew. 

 

When her schoolteacher hears of her fate, she offers Leela lessons at home. 
For the first time, despite her confinement, Leela opens her eyes to the 
changing world around her. India is suffering from a severe drought, and 
farmers are un-able to pay taxes to the British. She learns about a new leader 
of the people, a man named Gandhi, who starts a political movement and 
practices satyagraha-non-violent protest against the colonists as well as the 
caste system. The quiet strength of satyagraha may liberate her country. 
Could she use the same path to liberate herself?  

 
 
 

 

People lived because she killed. People died because he lived. 
 

Zafira is the Hunter, disguising herself as a man when she braves the cursed 

forest of the Arz to feed her people. Nasir is the Prince of Death, assassinating 

those foolish enough to defy his autocratic father, the sultan. If Zafira was 

exposed as a girl, all of her achievements would be rejected; if Nasir displayed 

his compassion, his father would punish him in the most brutal of ways. Both 

Zafira and Nasir are legends in the kingdom of Arawiya-but neither wants to be. 
 
 

War is brewing, and the Arz sweeps closer with each passing day, engulfing 
the land in shadow. When Zafira embarks on a quest to uncover a lost 
artefact that can restore magic to her suffering world and stop the Arz, Nasir 
is sent by the sultan on a similar mission: retrieve the artefact and kill the 
Hunter. But an ancient evil stirs as their journey unfolds-and the prize they 
seek may pose a threat greater than either can imagine. 



The year is 1Q84. This is the real world, there is no doubt about that.  

But in this world, there are two moons in the sky. In this world, the fates of 
two people, Tengo and Aomame, are closely intertwined. 
They are each, in their own way, doing something very dangerous. And in 
this world, there seems no way to save them both. 
Something extraordinary is starting.  

 
 
 
 

 

Natsuki isn't like the other girls. As youths, she and her cousin Yuu spent the 
summers in the wild Nagano Mountains, hoping for a spaceship to transport 
her home.  

When a terrible sequence of events threatens to part the cousins forever, 
they make a promise: survive, no matter what. Now, Natsuki is grown. She 
lives qui-etly in an asexual marriage, pretending to be normal, and hiding the 
horrors of her childhood from her family and friends. 
But dark shadows from Natsuki's past are pursuing her. 
Fleeing the suburbs for the mountains, Natsuki prepares for a reunion with 

Yuu. Will he still remember their promise? And will he help her keep it? Dark, 

sharp and with a deeply unexpected twist, Earthlings is an exhilarating cosmic 

flight that will leave you reeling. 
 
 
 

 

Disgraced Secretary Ku has been banished from the Party - it has been 
officially proved he does not have a fish-shaped birthmark on his bottom and 
is therefore not the son of a revolutionary martyr, but the issue of a river 
pirate and a prostitute.  

Mocked by the citizens of Milltown, Secretary Ku leaves the shore for a new 
life among the boat people on a fleet of industrial barges.  

Refusing to renounce his high status, he maintains a distance - with 
Dongliang, his teenage son - from the gossipy lowlifes who surround him. 
One day a feral little girl, Huixian, arrives looking for her mother, who 
has jumped to her death in the river. 
The boat people, and especially Dongliang, take her to their hearts.  

But Huixian sows conflict wherever she goes, and soon Dongliang is in the 
grip of an obsession for her. 
He takes on Life, Fate and the Party in the only way he knows...  

 
 
 

 

The novel follows an elderly Briton couple, Axl and Beatrice, living in a fictional 

post-Arthurian England in which no-one is able to retain long term memories. 
 

After dimly recalling that they might years earlier have had a son, the 

couple decide to travel to a neighbouring village to seek him out. 



Lydia is the favourite child of Marilyn and James Lee; a girl who inherited 
her mother's bright blue eyes and her father's jet-black hair. 
Her parents are determined that Lydia will fulfil the dreams they were 
unable to pursue - in Marilyn's case that her daughter become a doctor 
rather than a homemaker, in James's case that Lydia be popular at school, a 
girl with a busy social life and the centre of every party.  

But Lydia is under pressures that have nothing to do with growing up in 
1970s small town Ohio.  

Her father is an American born of first-generation Chinese immigrants, and 
his ethnicity, and hers, make them conspicuous in any setting. 
When Lydia's body is found in the local lake, James is consumed by guilt 
and sets out on a reckless path that may destroy his marriage. 
Marilyn, devastated and vengeful, is determined to make 
someone accountable, no matter what the cost.  

Lydia's older brother, Nathan, is convinced that local bad boy Jack is 
somehow involved. 
But it's the youngest in the family - Hannah - who observes far more 

than anyone realises and who may be the only one who knows what 

really happened. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kimberley Chang and her mother move from Hong Kong to New York.  

A new life awaits them - making a new home in a new country. 
But all they can afford is a verminous, broken-windowed Brooklyn apartment.  

The only heating is an unreliable oven. They are deep in debt. And neither 
one speaks one word of English. Yet there is hope. Eleven-year-old Kim goes 
to school. And though cut off by an alien language and culture and forced by 
poverty to work nights in a sweatshop - she finds the classroom challenges 
liberating.  

In books and learning she'll be saved. But can Kim successfully turn to lost 

girl from Hong Kong into a happy American woman? And should she? Jean 

Kwok's powerful and moving tale of hardship and triumph, of heartbreak 

and love, speaks of all that gets lost in translation. 
 
 
 
 

 

kira-kira (kee' ra kee' ra): glittering; shining  
Glittering. That's how Katie Takeshima's sister, Lynn, makes everything seem. 

The sky is kira-kira because its colour is deep but see- through at the same 

time. The sea is kira-kira for the same reason. And so are people's eyes. When 

Katie and her family move from a Japanese community in Iowa to the Deep 

South of Georgia, it's Lynn who explains to her why people stop them on 

the street to stare. And it's Lynn who, with her special way of viewing the 

world, teaches Katie to look beyond tomorrow. But when Lynn becomes 

desperately ill, and the whole family begins to fall apart, it is up to Katie to 

find a way to remind them all that there is always something glittering - 

kira-kira - in the future. 



Ming survived the famine that killed his parents during China's 'Great Leap 
Forward', and lives a hard but adequate life, working in the fields with his 
fel-low villagers.  

When a group of city boys come to the village as part of a government re-
education program, Ming and his friends aren't sure what to make of the 
new arrivals.  
They're not used to hard labour and village life. But despite his 
reservations, Ming befriends a charming city boy called Li.  

The two couldn't be more different, but slowly they form a bond over 
evening swims and dreamlike discussions. 
But as the bitterness of life under the Party begins to take its toll on both 

boys, they begin to imagine the impossible: freedom. 
 
 
 
 

 

Leigh Chen Sanders is absolutely certain about one thing: When her 
mother died by suicide, she turned into a bird. 
Leigh, who is half Asian and half white, travels to Taiwan to meet her 
maternal grandparents for the first time. There, she is determined to find 
her mother, the bird. In her search, she winds up chasing after ghosts, 
uncovering family secrets, and forging a new relationship with her 
grandparents. And as she grieves, she must try to reconcile the fact that on 
the same day she kissed her best friend and long time secret crush, Axel, her 
mother was taking her own life.  

 
 

 

Tea can raise the dead, but resurrection comes at a price...  
When Tea accidentally resurrects her brother, Fox, from the dead, she learns 

she is different from the other witches in her family. Her gift for necromancy 

means that she's a bone witch, a title that makes her feared and ostracized by 

her community. But Tea finds solace and guidance with an older, wiser bone 

witch, who takes Tea and her brother to another land for training.  

In her new home, Tea puts all her energy into becoming an asha—one who 

can wield elemental magic. But dark forces are approaching quickly, and in 

the face of danger, Tea will have to overcome her obstacles...and make a 

powerful choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In the wake of the 2011 tsunami, Ruth discovers a Hello Kitty lunchbox 
washed up on the shore of her beach home in British Columbia. 
Within it lies a diary that expresses the hopes, heartbreak and dreams 
of a young girl desperate for someone to understand her.  

Each turn of the page pulls Ruth deeper into the mystery of Nao's life, 

and forever changes her in a way neither could foresee. 



No, no one asked, but Holly Kim will tell you what she thinks anyway.  

Fifteen-year-old Holly Kim is the copyeditor for her high school's newspaper.  

When she accidentally submits an article that rips everyone to shreds, she 

gets her own column and rants her way through the school year. Can she 

survive homecoming, mean-girl cliques, jocks, secret admirers, Valentine's 

Day, and other high school embarrassments, all while struggling to balance 

her family's traditional Korean values? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He is Day. The boy who walks in the light. She is June. The girl who seeks 

her brother's killer. On the run and undercover, they meet by chance. 

Irresistibly drawn together, neither knows the other's past. But Day 

murdered June's brother. And she has sworn to avenge his death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kira's the only female in the king’s army, and she's also the prince’s 
bodyguard. A demon slayer and an outcast, she's hated by nearly everyone 
in her home city of Hansong. And she's their only hope...  

Murdered kings and discovered traitors point to a demon invasion, sending 
Kira on the run with the young prince. He may be the saviour predicted in 
the Dragon Kings prophecy, but the legendary lost ruby treasure just might 
be the true key to victory. With only the guidance of the cryptic prophecy, 
Kira must battle demon soldiers, an evil shaman, and the Demon Lord 
himself to find what was once lost, while raising a prince into a king.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When Jay Reguero hears of his cousin Jun's death, everything changes. 
Although years have passed since they were last in contact, the stories 
about Jun just don't fit with the boy Jay knew.  

Hoping to uncover the truth, Jay travels to Jun's home in the Philippines - 
but the shocking realities of life there lead to even more questions. 
Can Jay find the answers he seeks? 



Words have always been more than enough for Ken Z, but when he meets 
Ran at the mall food court, everything changes. 
Beautiful, mysterious Ran opens the door to a number of firsts for Ken: 
first kiss, first love. 
But as quickly as he enters Ken's life, Ran disappears, and Ken Z is 
left wondering: Why love at all, if this is where it leads? 
Letting it end there would be tragic. So, with the help of his best friends, 

the comfort of his haikus and lists, and even strange, surreal appearances 

by his hero, Oscar Wilde, Ken will find that love is worth more than the 

price of heartbreak. 
 
 

 

Nature is out of balance in the human world. The sun hasn't shone in 
years, and crops are failing.  

Worse yet, strange and hostile creatures have begun to appear.  
The people's survival hangs in the balance. To solve the crisis, the oracle 
stones are cast, and Kaede and Taisin are picked to go on a dangerous and 
unheard-of journey to Tanlili, the city of the Fairy Queen.  

Taisin is a sage, thrumming with magic, and Kaede is of the earth, 
without a speck of the otherworldly. And yet their two destinies are 
drawn together during the mission.  

As members of their party succumb to unearthly attacks and fairy tricks, 
the two come to rely on each other and even begin to fall in love. 
But the Kingdom needs only one huntress to save it, and what it takes 

could tear Kaede and Taisin apart forever... 
 
 

 

Seventeen-year-old Li Lan lives in 1890s Malaya with her quietly-ruined 
father, who returns one evening with a proposition - the fabulously wealthy 
Lim family want Li Lan to marry their son.  
The only problem is, he's dead. After a fateful visit to the Lim mansion, Li 
Lan finds herself haunted not only by her ghostly would-be suitor, but also 
her desire for the Lims' handsome new heir.  

At night she is drawn into the Chinese afterlife - a world of ghost cities, 
paper funeral offerings, monstrous bureaucracy and vengeful spirits.  

Enlisting the help of mysterious Er Lang (a dragon turned clerk) Li Lan 

must uncover the secrets of the ghost world - before she becomes 

trapped there forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Philippines, 100 years ago. A boy called Samkad wants to become a man. 
He is desperate to be given his own shield, spear and axe. 
His best friend, Luki, wants to be a warrior too - but she is a girl and that 
is forbidden. 
Then a new boy arrives in the village and everything changes.  

He brings news that a people called 'Americans' are bringing war right to 

his home... 



Each year, eight beautiful girls are chosen as Paper Girls to serve the king. 
It's the highest honour they could hope for ...and the most demeaning. This 
year, there's a ninth. And instead of paper, she's made of fire. Lei is a 
member of the Paper caste, the lowest and most persecuted class of people 
in Ikhara. Ten years ago, her mother was snatched by the royal guards, and 
her fate remains unknown.  

Now, the guards are back and this time it's Lei they're after - the girl with the 
golden eyes, whose rumoured beauty has piqued the king's interest. Over 
weeks of training in the opulent but oppressive palace, Lei and eight other 
girls learn the skills and charm that befit a king's consort.  

There, Lei does the unthinkable - she falls in love.  

Her forbidden romance becomes enmeshed with an explosive plot 
that threatens her world's entire way of life. 
Lei, still the wide- eyed country girl at heart, must decide how far she's willing 

to go for justice and revenge. 
 
 
 
 

 

Eva's life is not her own. She is a creation, an abomination - an echo. Made 
by the Weavers as a copy of someone else, she is expected to replace a girl 
named Amarra, her 'other', if she ever died.  

Eva studies what Amarra does, what she eats, what it's like to kiss 
her boyfriend, Ray. 
So when Amarra is killed in a car crash, Eva should be ready.  

But fifteen years of studying never prepared her for this.  

Now she must abandon everything she's ever known - the guardians who 

raised her, the boy she's forbidden to love - to move to India and convince 

the world that Amarra is still alive... 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Skye Shin has heard it all. Fat girls shouldn't dance. Wear bright colours. 
Shouldn't call attention to themselves. But Skye dreams of joining the 
glittering world of K-Pop, and to do that, she's about to break all the rules 
that society, the media, and even her own mother, have set for girls like her.  

Shell challenge thousands of other performers in an internationally 
televised competition looking for the next K-pop star, and shell do it better 
than anyone else.  

When Skye nails her audition, she's immediately swept into a whirlwind of 
countless practices, shocking performances, and the drama that comes with 
reality TV. What she doesn't count on are the highly fat-phobic beauty 
standards of the Korean pop entertainment industry, her sudden media 
fame and scrutiny, or the sparks that soon fly with her fellow competitor, 
Henry Cho. But Skye has her sights on becoming the world's first plus-sized 
K-pop star, and that means winning the competition without losing herself. 



When Rin aced the Keju - the test to find the most talented students in the 
Empire - it was a shock to everyone: to the test officials, who couldn't 
believe a war orphan from Rooster Province could pass without cheating; to 
Rin's guardians, who had hoped to get rich by marrying her off; and to Rin 
herself, who realized she was finally free from a life of servitude.  

That she got into Sinegard - the most elite military school in Nikan - was 
even more surprising. But surprises aren't always good. Because being a 
dark-skinned peasant girl from the south is not an easy thing at Sinegard.  
Fighting the prejudice of rival classmates, Rin discovers that she possesses a 

lethal, unearthly power - an aptitude for the nearly-mythical art of shamanism.  

Exploring the depths of her gift with the help of psychoactive substances 
and a seemingly insane teacher, Rin learns that gods long thought dead are 
very much alive - and that mastering these powers could mean more than 
just surviving school. For while the Nikara Empire is at peace, the Federation 
of Mugen still lurks across a narrow sea.  
The Federation occupied Nikan for decades after the First Poppy War, and only 

barely lost the continent in the Second. And while most people calmly go about 

their lives, a few are aware that a Third Poppy War is just a spark away... 
 
 
 
 

 

In a city covered in ice and ruin, a group of magicians face off in a daring 

game of magical feats to find the next headliner of the Conquering Circus, 

only to find themselves under the threat of an unseen danger striking behind 

the scenes. As each act becomes more and more risky and the number of 

missing magi-cians piles up, three are forced to reckon with their secrets 

before the darkness comes for them next. The Star: Kallia, a powerful 

showgirl out to prove she's the best no matter the cost. The Master: Jack, the 

enigmatic keeper of the club, and more than one lie told. The Magician: 

Demarco, the brooding judge with a dark past he can no longer hide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lara Jean keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. One for 

every boy she's ever loved. When she writes, she can pour out her heart and 

soul and say all the things she would never say in real life, because her letters 

are for her eyes only. Until the day her secret letters are mailed, and 

suddenly Lara Jean's love life goes from imaginary to out of control! 



Kiko Himura has always had a hard time saying exactly what she's thinking. 
With a mother who makes her feel unremarkable and a half-Japanese 
heritage she doesn't quite understand, Kiko prefers to keep her head down, 
certain that once she makes it into her dream art school, Prism, her real life 
will begin. But then Kiko doesn't get into Prism, at the same time as her 
abusive uncle moves back in with her family.  

So when she receives an invitation from her childhood friend to leave her 
small town and tour art schools on the West Coast, Kiko jumps at the 
opportunity in spite of the anxieties and fears that attempt to hold her back. 
And now that she is finally free to be her own person outside the constricting 
walls of her home life, Kiko learns transformative truths about herself, her 
past, and how to be brave. A luminous, heart-breaking story of identity, 
family, and the beauty that emerges when we embrace our true selves.  

 
 
 

 

When they first arrived, they came quietly and stealthily as if they tip- toed 
into the world when we were all looking the other way. Ade loves living at 
the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like he can see the whole 
world stretching out beneath him. His mum doesn't really like looking 
outside - but it's going outside that she hates.  

She's happier sleeping all day inside their tower, where it's safe. But one 
day, other tower blocks on the estate start falling down around them and 
strange, menacing plants begin to appear. Now their tower isn't safe 
anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and there's no way out... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is).  

When a trip to the Space Museum goes terrifyingly wrong, Sam begins a 

mission to prove to the school bully, and all of his friends, that he is a 

fearless space adventurer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Twelve-year-old Apple grapples with being different; with friends and 
backstab-bers; and with following her dreams. Apple soars like the 
eponymous blackbird of her favourite Beatles song. Apple has always felt a 
little different from her classmates.  

She and her mother moved to Louisiana from the Philippines when she 
was little, and her mother still cooks Filipino foods and chastises Apple for 
becoming "too American." When Apple's friends turn on her and 
everything about her life starts to seem weird and embarrassing, Apple 
turns to music. If she can just save enough to buy a guitar and learn to 
play, maybe she can change herself. 
It might be the music that saves her...or it might be her two new friends, 

who show her how special she really is. 



Frank loves Joy. 
Joy loves Frank. At least, that's what they tell their parents...Frank Li is 
caught between his parents' expectations and his own California life. 
Frank's parents emigrated from Korea, and have pretty much one big rule 
for Frank - he must only date Korean girls.  

But Frank has fallen for Brit, who is smart, beautiful and white.  

His friend Joy Song is in the same boat and so they make a pact: they'll 
pretend to date each other in order to gain their freedom.  

Frank thinks fake-dating is the perfect plan, but it leaves him wondering if 

he ever really understood love - or himself - at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is difficult trying to talk in our family cos: a) Grandparents don't speak 
English at all b) Mum hardly speaks any English c) Me, Bonny and Simon 
hardly speak Chinese d) Dad speaks Chinese and good English - but doesn't 
like talking. In other words, we all have to cobble together tiny bits of English 
and Chinese into a rubbish new language I call 'Chinglish'.  

It is very awkward. Jo Kwan is a teenager growing up in 1980s Coventry 
with her annoying little sister, too-cool older brother, a series of very 
unlucky pets and utterly bonkers parents.  
But unlike the other kids at her new school or her posh cousins, Jo lives above 

her parents' Chinese takeaway. And things can be tough - whether it's unruly 

customers or the snotty popular girls who bully Jo for being different.  

Even when she does find a BFF who actually likes Jo for herself, she still has 
to contend with her erratic dad's behaviour. 
All Jo dreams of is breaking free and forging a career as an artist. Told in 
diary entries and doodles, Jo's brilliantly funny observations about life, 

family and char siu make for a searingly honest portrayal of life on the 
other side of the takeaway counter.  

 
 
 
 

 

Every dawn brings horror to a different family in a land ruled by a killer. 
Khalid, the eighteen-year-old Caliph of Khorasan, takes a new bride each 
night only to have her executed at sunrise. So it is a terrible surprise when 
sixteen-year-old Shahrzad volunteers to marry Khalid. 
But she does so with a clever plan to stay alive and exact revenge on the 
Caliph for the murder of her best friend and countless other girls.  

Shazi's wit and will get her through to the dawn that no others have seen, 
but with a catch...she may be falling in love with a murderer. Shazi discovers 
that the villainous boy-king is not all that he seems and neither are the 
deaths of so many girls. It's up to her to uncover the reason for the murders 
and to break the cycle once and for all. 



This is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. 
 

Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter 

unearths a family's history that began before he was born. 
 

It tells of Vietnam, of the lasting impact of war, and of his family's struggle to 

forge a new future. And it serves as a doorway into parts of Little Dog's life 

his mother has never known - episodes of bewilderment, fear and passion - 

all the while moving closer to an unforgettable revelation. 
 
 
 
 

 

Sixteen-year-old Sana Kiyohara has too many secrets.  

Some are small, like how it bothers her when her friends don't invite her 
to parties.  

Some are big, like the fact that her father may be having an affair. And then 
there's the one that she can barely even admit to herself-the one about how 
she might have a crush on her best friend. When Sana and her family move 
to California, she begins to wonder if it's finally time for some honesty, 
especially after she meets Jamie Ramirez.  

Jamie is beautiful and smart and unlike anyone Sana's ever known. There 
are just a few problems: Sana's new friends don't trust Jamie's crowd; 
Jamie's friends clearly don't want her around anyway; and a sweet guy 
named Caleb seems to have more-than-friendly feelings for her.  

Meanwhile, her dad's affair is becoming too obvious to ignore. Sana always 

figured that the hardest thing would be to tell people that she wants to date 

a girl, but as she quickly learns, telling the truth is easy...what comes after 

it, though, is a whole lot more complicated. 
 
 
 
 

 

Claire Takata has never known much about her father, who passed away 
ten years ago. But on the anniversary of his death, she finds a letter from 
her deceased father to her stepfather. Before now, Claire never had a 
reason to believe they even knew each other.  

Struggling to understand why her parents kept this surprising history 
hidden, Claire combs through anything that might give her information 
about her Father...until she discovers that he was a member of the yakuza, 
a Japanese organized crime syndicate. The discovery opens a door that 
should have been left closed.  

The race to outrun her father's legacy reveals secrets of his past that cast 

ominous shadows, threatening Claire, her friends and family, her 

newfound love, and ultimately her life. 



Nea, a Chinese Cambodian teenager, has survived the Khmer Rouge only 
to land in poverty in Texas. 
Her small family struggles to get by when a miracle occurs.  

Wealthy and mysterious, Auntie and Uncle write to say they are alive and 
well, running a Chinese restaurant in Nebraska. 
As Nea helps pack Hefty bags with meagre belongings for a journey into 
the American Midwest, little does she know their miracle has a dark side. 
Soon family secrets, small town resentments, lies born of wartime and 
a forbidden love threaten to tear them apart forever. 
In the tradition of Holden Caulfield and Scout Finch, Nea must fight to save 

her family...and herself. 
 
 
 

 

Seventeen-year-old Jet Black is a ninja.  

There's only one problem-she doesn't know it. Jet has never lived a so-
called normal life. Raised by her single Japanese mother on a Navajo 
reservation in the Southwest, Jet's life was a constant litany of mysterious 
physical and mental training.  

For as long as Jet can remember, every Saturday night she and her 
mother played "the game" on the local mountain. 
But this time, Jet is fighting for her life. And at the end of the night, her 
mother dies and Jet finds herself an orphan-and in mortal danger. Fulfilling 
her mother's dying wish, Jet flies to Japan to live with her grandfather, 
where she discovers she is the only one who can protect a family treasure 
hidden in her ancestral land.  

She's terrified, but if Jet won't fight to protect her world, who will?  

Stalked by bounty hunters and desperately attracted with the man who's 

been sent to kill her, Jet must be strong enough to protect the treasure, 

preserve an ancient culture and save a sacred mountain from destruction. 
 
 
 
 

 

Aiko Cassidy is fifteen and lives with her sculptor mother in a small Midwestern 

town. For most of her young life, Aiko, who has cerebral palsy, has been her 

mother's muse. But now, she no longer wants to pose for the figures that have 

made her mother famous. Aiko works hard on her own dream, becoming a 

sought-after manga artist with a secret identity. When Aiko's mother invites her 

to Paris for a major exhibition of her work, Aiko resists. She'd much rather go to 

Japan, Manga Capital of the World, where she might be able to finally meet her 

father, the indigo farmer. When she gets to France, however, a hot waiter with 

a passion for manga and an interest in Aiko makes her wonder if being invisible 

is such a great thing after all. 



 

Relocating to America with his unhappy mother and fifteen-year-old sister, 
twelve-year-old David Kim reunites with the father he has not seen in five 
years while working in the family strip-mall gift shop, an endeavour during 
which he harbours a secret shame about what he believes to be his father's 
character flaws.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GRACE’S GRANDMOTHER HAS died, and she and her mother must travel 
back to the Cambodian community to give her a proper Cambodian funeral. 
But Grace wants to use the trip to solve a few mysteries, like who her father 
was, why her mother and grandmother moved from St. Petersburg to 
Pennsylvania, where they’re the only Cambodians Grace has ever seen, and 
what Cambodian culture is really about.  

Embraced by her mother’s old friends, Grace feels both at home and lost, 
fascinated by the traditions she’s never known, but strangely judged by some 
members of the community. Can she make sense of, and honour, the life of 
the grandmother she barely knew? And will revelations about the past bring 
Grace closer to her mother, or push them even further apart?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Getting her fortune told by a Taiwanese 'belly-button grandmother' (who 
feels up her navel) instead of attending the spring dance is just one of the 
joys of being Patty Ho, a covertly snarky 'hapa' (half Asian, half white) 
struggling with her dual heritage. Patty's domineering mother is determined 
to make her a good Taiwanese girl . Gangly Patty, no 'China doll,' longs to be 
white like her long-gone father...  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Every millennium the missing pieces of the Scroll of a Thousand Prayers are 
hunted, for they hold the power to call the great Kami Dragon from the sea 
and ask for any one wish. As a temple burns to the ground Yumeko escapes 
with its greatest treasure - the first piece of the scroll. And when fate thrusts 
her into the path of a mysterious samurai she knows he seeks what she has.  

Kage is under order to kill those who stand in his way but will he be able 
to complete his mission? 
Will this be the dawn that sees the dragon wake? 



"American Born Chinese" maps the adolescent Chinese-American 
experience through three separate but interwoven stories.  

One story centres on Jin Wang, a Chinese-American student at an all-
white California high school. 
Jin is plagued by jocks and bullies, so when another Chinese student 
transfers to the school, Jin wants nothing to do with him. 
Next is a comic update of the legendary story of the Monkey King, an 
ancient Chinese morality tale.  
Finally, there's the gross and surreal stereotype of Chin-Kee, the ultimate 

negative Chinese cliché, complete with a sitcom-style "laugh track".  
These three apparently unrelated tales come together in an astonishing climax.  

 
 
 
 

 

Raised by his Japanese mother, Ichiro idolises his dead American father, 
and struggles to fit in.  

When his mother decides to visit Japan, Ichiro is left with his grandfather, in 
a country he doesn't know. Grandfather becomes Ichi's guide, sharing Japan 
with him. 
But one night, a monster drags Ichi away - into the domain of the gods! 
Now, he must face his fears and learn about the nature of man, of gods, and of 

 
 

 

OTHER ETHNIC MINORITY AUTHORS  

 

Malaka's upbringing will look familiar to anyone who grew up in the pre-

internet era, but her particular story is a heartfelt tribute to the American 

immigrants who have invested their future in the promise of the American 

dream. 
 

The daughter of parents with unfulfilled dreams themselves, Malaka navigates 

her childhood chasing her parents' ideals, learning to code-switch between her 

family's Filipino and Egyptian customs, adapting to white culture to fit in, 

crushing on skater boys, and trying to understand the tension between holding 

onto cultural values and trying to be an all-American kid. 



"You cannot do anything in this country without my permission." Being a 
teen-ager isn't easy. And it doesn't help when you have a mega strict Egyptian 
dad who tells you that everything is "haram" a.k.a. forbidden. All Sara wants 
to do is experiment with makeup and read fashion magazines, but her dad's 
conservative interpretation of Islam makes it impossible.  
Things get even harder when her dad lands himself a job in the Arabian 
Gulf and moves Sara and her family to a country where the patriarchy 
rules su-preme.  

In a country where you have to have your father's permission for 
everything, every door feels like it is being closed on Sara's future. 
Can Sara find her voice again? Will she ever be free?  

 
 
 
 
 

 

The crown of Dihya had been stripped from me, my face changed, my body 

broken. But I was not a slave and I was not a spare. I was my mother's 

daughter, and I would survive and endure. I would find my way back home. 

In a star system dominated by the brutal Vathek Empire, eighteen-year-old  

Amani is a dreamer.  
She dreams of what life was like before the occupation and receiving a sign 
that one day, she, too, will have adventures, and travel beyond her isolated 
moon. But when adventure comes for Amani, it is not what she expects.  
She is kidnapped by the government and taken in secret to the royal palace. 

There, she discovers that she is nearly identical to the cruel half-Vathek  

Princess Maram.  

The princess is so hated by her conquered people that she requires a body 
double to appear in public, ready to die in her place. As Amani is forced 
into her new role, she can't help but enjoy the palace's beauty - and her 
time with the princess' fiance, Idris. 
But the glitter of the royal court belies a world of violence and fear, and 

she soon realises that one wrong move could lead to her death... 
 
 
 
 

 

Kraków, 1939, is no place to grow up. There are a million marching soldiers 

and a thousand barking dogs. And Anna Lania is just seven years old when 

the Germans take her father and suddenly, she’s alone. 
 
 

Then she meets the Swallow Man. He is a mystery, strange and tall. And 

like Anna's missing father, he has a gift for languages: Polish, Russian, 

German, Yiddish, even Bird. When he summons a bright, beautiful swallow 

down to his hand to stop her from crying, Anna is entranced. 
 

Over the course of their travels together, Anna and the Swallow Man will 

dodge bombs, tame soldiers, and even, despite their better judgement, 

make a friend. But in a world gone mad, everything can prove dangerous… 



Tayo, a young Second World War veteran of mixed ancestry, is coming home. 
But, returning to the Laguna Pueblo Reservation, he finds himself scarred by 
his experiences as a prisoner of war, and further wounded by the rejection he 
finds among his own people.  

Only by rediscovering the traditions, stories and ceremonies of his 

ancestors can he start to heal, and find peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

"Many years later, as he faced the firing squad, Colonel Aureliano Buendía 
was to remember that distant afternoon when his father took him to 
discover ice."  

Gabriel García Márquez's great masterpiece is the story of seven generations 
of the Buendía family and of Macondo, the town they have built. Though 
little more than a settlement surrounded by mountains, Macondo has its 
wars and disasters, even its wonders and its miracles.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cash and Sheriff Wheaton make for a strange partnership. He pulled her from 

her mother's wrecked car when she was three. He's kept an eye out for her 
 

ever since. It's a tough place to live—northern Minnesota along the Red River. 

Cash navigated through foster homes, and at thirteen was working farms. She's 

tough as nails—Five feet two inches, blue jeans, blue jean jacket, smokes 
  

Marlboros, drinks Bud Longnecks. Makes her living driving truck. Playing pool 

on the side. Wheaton is big lawman type. Maybe Scandinavian stock, but 
 

darker skin than most. He wants her to take hold of her life. Get into Junior 
 

College. So there they are, staring at the dead Indian lying in the field. Soon 

Cash was dreaming the dead man's cheap house on the Red Lake Reservation, 

mother and kids waiting. She has that kind of power. That's the place to start 

looking. There's a long and dangerous way to go to find the men who killed 

him. Plus there's Jim, the married white guy. And Longbraids, the Indian guy 

headed for Minneapolis to join the American Indian Movement. 



Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist who leaves 
his school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white high 
school. This heart-breaking, funny, and beautifully written tale, featuring 
poignant drawings that reflect the character's art, is based on the author's 
own experiences.  

It chronicles contemporary adolescence as seen through the eyes of one 

Native American boy. 
 
 
 
 

 

As she races along Canada's Douglas Channel in her speedboat - heading 

toward the place where her younger brother Jimmy, presumed drowned, 

was last seen - twenty-year-old Lisamarie Hill recalls her younger days. 
 

A volatile and precocious Native girl growing up in Kitamaat, the Haisla 
Indian reservation located five hundred miles north of Vancouver, Lisa 
came of age standing with her feet firmly planted in two different worlds: 
the spiritual realm of the Haisla and the sobering "real" world with its 
dangerous temptations of violence, drugs, and despair.  

From her beloved grandmother, Ma-ma-oo, she learned of tradition and 
magic; from her adored, Elvis-loving uncle Mick, a Native rights activist on 
a perilous course, she learned to see clearly, to speak her mind, and 
never to bow down.  
But the tragedies that have scarred her life and ultimately led her to these 

frigid waters cannot destroy her indomitable spirit, even though the ghosts 

that speak to her in the night warn her that the worst may be yet to come. 
 
 
 
 

 

Growing up in the care of the old man he was entrusted to at birth, Franklin 

Starlight has never really known his biological father, Eldon. The fleeting mo-

ments he shared with the alcoholic man have only ended in disasters that haunt 

the boy. But when father, coming to the end of his alcohol-ruined life, reaches 

out to sixteen-year-old son their first and last journey together begins. 
 

Hesitantly, Franklin obliges his dying fathers wish to be buried as a warrior 

and together they hazard the rugged and dangerous beauty of the 

backcountry to find an appropriate burial site. 
 

Through the fog of pain, Eldon relates to his son the desolate moments in his 

life, as well as the times of hope the family history Franklin has never known. 

As Father tells the tale, the Son, and the reader, live for the stories, in the 

hope that they will shed light on the mysteries of a tortured past. 



Alberta is a university professor who would like to trade her two boyfriends 

for a baby but no husband; Lionel is forty and still sells televisions for a 

patronizing boss; Eli and his log cabin stand in the way of a profitable dam 

project. These three—and others—are coming to the Blackfoot reservation 

for the Sun Dance and there they will encounter four Indian elders and their 

companion, the trickster Coyote—and nothing in the small town of Blossom 

will be the same again… 
 
 
 
 

 

The world as we know it is ending. Evolution has reversed itself, affecting 
every living creature on earth.  
Science cannot stop the world from running backwards, as woman after woman 

gives birth to infants that appear to be primitive species of humans. Thirty-two-

year-old Cedar Hawk Songmaker, adopted daughter of open-minded 
 

Minneapolis liberals, is as disturbed as the rest of America around her.  

But for Cedar, this change is profound and deeply personal.  
She is four months pregnant. Cedar feels compelled to find her birth mother, 
Mary Potts, an Ojibwe living on the reservation, to understand both her and 
her baby's origins.  

As Cedar goes back to her own biological beginnings, society around her 
begins to disintegrate, fuelled by a swelling panic about the end of humanity. 
There are rumours of martial law, of Congress confining pregnant women, of 
a registry, and rewards for those who turn these wanted women in. 
It will take all Cedar has to avoid the prying eyes of potential informants 

and keep her baby safe. 
 
 
 
 

 

With his single mother in jail, Sequoyah, a fifteen-year-old Cherokee boy, is 

placed in foster care with the Troutt family. Literally and figuratively scarred 

by his mother's years of substance abuse, Sequoyah keeps mostly to himself, 

living with his emotions pressed deep below the surface. At least until he 

meets seventeen-year-old Rosemary, another youth staying with the Troutts. 
 
 

Sequoyah and Rosemary bond over their shared Native American 

background and tumultuous paths through the foster care system, but as 

Sequoyah's feelings toward Rosemary deepen, the precariousness of their 

lives and the scars of their pasts threaten to undo them both. 



 



Humanity has nearly destroyed its world through global warming, but now 
an even greater evil lurks. 
The indigenous people of North America are being hunted and harvested 
for their bone marrow, which carries the key to recovering something the 
rest of the population has lost: the ability to dream.  

In this dark world, Frenchie and his companions struggle to survive as 
they make their way up north to the old lands. 
For now, survival means staying hidden-but what they don't know is that one 

of them holds the secret to defeating the marrow thieves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is the magical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who 
dreams of travelling the world in search of a worldly treasure as fabulous as 
any ever found.  

From his home in Spain, he journeys to the markets of Tangiers, and from 

there into the Egyptian desert, where a fateful encounter with the 

alchemist awaits him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Atoc demands the real Condesa's hand in marriage, it's Ximena's duty 
to go in her stead.  

Using the opportunity to get close to Atoc, she can steal his relic and return 
the true aristocrata to their rightful place. 
But a masked vigilante, a warm-hearted princess, and a thoughtful 
healer challenge Ximena, and her mission becomes more complicated. 
There could be a way to overthrow the usurper without starting another 

war, but only if Ximena turns her back on revenge - and her Condesa. 
 
 

 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not 

move out of their parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect 

Mexican daughters never abandon their family. 
 
 

But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. 
 

Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and 

Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one 

seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to 

channel her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. 
 

But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect 

as everyone thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first love, 

first everything boyfriend Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga re-

ally what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s story? And either way, 

how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? 



Pulga has his dreams.  

Chico has his grief.  

Pequeña has her pride.  
 

And these three teens have one another. But none of them have illusions 

about the town they've grown up in and the dangers that surround them. 

Even with the love of family, threats lurk around every corner. And when 

those threats become all too real, the trio knows they have no choice but to 

run: from their country, from their families, from their beloved home. 
 

Crossing from Guatemala through Mexico, they follow the route of La Bestia, 

the perilous train system that might deliver them to a better life--if they are 

lucky enough to survive the journey. With nothing but the bags on their 

backs and desperation drumming through their hearts, Pulga, Chico, and 

Pequeña know there is no turning back, despite the unknown that awaits 

them. And the darkness that seems to follow wherever they go. 
 
 
 
 

 

After the hurricane, some see destruction and some smell blood.  

 

The tiny island of Vieques, located just off the north-eastern coast of the 

main island of Puerto Rico, is trying to recover after hurricane Maria, but the 

already battered island is now half empty. To make matters worse, as on the 

main island, developers have come in to buy up the land at a fraction of its 

worth, taking advantage of the island when it is down. 

 

Lupe, Javier, and Marisol are back to investigate a series of murders that follow 

in the wake of a hurricane and in the shadow of a new supernatural threat. 
 
 
 
 

 

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At home, she is a 
care-ful daughter, living within her mother's narrow expectations, in her 
rising-soccer-star brother's shadow, and under the abusive rule of her short-
tempered father. On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and 
talent. When her team qualifies for the South American tournament, Camila 
gets the chance to see just how far those talents can take her.  

In her wildest dreams, she'd get an athletic scholarship to a North American 
university. But the path ahead isn't easy. Her parents don't know about her 
passion. They wouldn't allow a girl to play futbol--and she needs their 
permis-sion to go any farther. And the boy she once loved is back in town. 
Since he left, Diego has become an international star, playing in Italy for the 
renowned team Juventus. 
Camila doesn't have time to be distracted by her feelings for him.  

Things aren't the same as when he left: she has her own passions and 
ambi-tions now, and La Furia cannot be denied.  

As her life becomes more complicated, Camila is forced to face her secrets 

and make her way in a world with no place for the dreams and ambition of a 

girl like her. 



Nira Ghani has always dreamed of becoming a musician. Her Guyanese 
parents, however, have big plans for her to become a scientist or doctor. 
Nira’s grandmother and her best friend, Emily, are the only people who seem 
to truly understand her desire to establish an identity outside of the one 
imposed on Nira by her parents. When auditions for jazz band are 
announced, Nira realizes it's now or never to convince her parents that she 
deserves a chance to pursue her passion.  

 

As if fighting with her parents weren’t bad enough, Nira finds herself navigating 

a new friendship dynamic when her crush, Noah, and notorious mean-girl,  
McKenzie Mac, take a sudden interest in her and Emily, inserting themselves 

into the fold. So, too, does Nira’s much cooler (and very competitive) cousin 

Farah. Is she trying to wiggle her way into the new group to get closer to Noah? 

Is McKenzie trying to steal Emily’s attention away from her? As Farah and Noah 

grow closer and Emily begins to pull away, Nira’s trusted trumpet George 

remains her constant, offering her an escape from family and school drama. 
 

But it isn’t until Nira takes a step back that she realizes she’s not the only 
one struggling to find her place in the world. As painful truths about her 
family are revealed, Nira learns to accept people for who they are and to 
open herself in ways she never thought possible. 

 
 
 
 

 

As the oldest of eight siblings, Lupita is used to taking the lead-and staying busy 

behind the scenes to help keep everyone together. But when she discovers 

Mami has been diagnosed with cancer, Lupita is terrified by the possibility of 

losing her mother, the anchor of her close-knit Mexican American family. 
 

Suddenly Lupita must face a whole new set of challenges, with new roles 
to play, and no one is handing her the script. 
In the midst of juggling life as a high school student, testing her wings as an 

actress, and dealing with friends who don't always understand, Lupita 

desperately wants to support Mami in whatever way she can. While her father 

stays with Mami at an out-of-town clinic, Lupita takes charge of her siblings. As  

Lupita struggles to keep the family afloat, she escapes the chaos of home by 

writing in the shade of a mesquite tree. Overwhelmed by change and loss, 

she takes refuge in the healing power of words. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diego has gotten into trouble because of his temper before.  
But when he punches out a guy in school who was looking at him funny, 
he finds himself in juvenile court, facing the possibility of probation, or 
worse juvenile jail.  

Mr. Vidas is assigned as his probation officer, but Diego doesn't trust or 
like him. 
However, he doesn’t have a choice he has to talk to Mr. Vidas, or hell find 

him-self in worse trouble. Its only when Diego starts to open up to Mr. Vidas 

that he begins to understand that the source of his anger is buried in his past 

and to move beyond it, he needs to stop running from his personal demons. 



Liliana Cruz is a hitting a wall—or rather, walls. 
 

There’s the wall her mom has put up ever since Liliana’s dad left—again. 
 

There’s the wall that delineates Liliana’s diverse inner-city Boston 

neighbourhood from Westburg, the wealthy—and white—suburban 

high school she’s just been accepted into. 
 
 

And there’s the wall Liliana creates within herself, because to survive 

at Westburg, she can’t just lighten up, she has to whiten up. 
 

So what if she changes her name? So what if she changes the way she talks? So 

what if she’s seeing her neighbourhood in a different way? But then light is shed 

on some hard truths: It isn’t that her father doesn’t want to come home— he 

can’t…and her whole family is in jeopardy. And when racial tensions at school 

reach a fever pitch, the walls that divide feel insurmountable. 
 

But a wall isn’t always a barrier. It can be a foundation for something 

better. And Liliana must choose: Use this foundation as a platform to speak 

her truth, or risk crumbling under its weight. 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Anthony Ruiz is running for president. Throughout his successful 

political career he has always had his daughter's vote, but a presidential 

campaign brings a whole new level of scrutiny to sheltered fifteen-year-old 
 

Mariana and the rest of her Cuban American family, from a 60 Minutes 

style tour of their house to tabloids doctoring photos and inventing 

scandals. As tensions rise within the Ruiz family, Mari begins to learn 

about the details of her father's political positions, and she realizes that 

her father is not the man she thought he was. 

 

But how do you find your voice when everyone's watching? When it means 

disagreeing with your father publicly? What do you do when your dad stops 

being your hero? Will Mari get a chance to confront her father? If she does, 

will she have the courage to seize it? 
 
 
 
 

A dangerous forbidden romance rocks a Texan oil town in 1937, 

when segregation was a matter of life and death. 
 
 

"This is East Texas, and there's lines. Lines you cross, lines you don't cross. 
That clear?" 
New London, TX. 1937. Naomi Vargas is Mexican American. Wash Fuller is 
Black. These teens know the town's divisive racism better than anyone. But 
sometimes the attraction between two people is so powerful it breaks 
through even the most entrenched colour lines. And the consequences can 
be explosive. 

 

Naomi and Wash dare to defy the rules, and the New London school 

explosion serves as a ticking time bomb in the background. Can their love 

survive both prejudice and tragedy? 



As a runaway in San Francisco, seventeen year old Xochi never expected to 
encounter the precocious preteen Pallas, or to fall into a position as the 
girl's governess.  
Soon, Xochi has taken up residence at the sprawling Victorian mansion 

belonging to Pallas' family, the glamorous rock band Lady Frieda.  

For the first time, she feels like she may have a place she belongs. 
Then one night Xochi and Pallas perform a riot-grrl ritual in good fun, 
accidentally summoning a pair of ancient creatures determined to 
exact vengeance for wrongs against Xochi. 

No one around her is safe - not her new family, nor the one she left behind.  
 
 
 
 

 

Soledad 'Sol' Gutierrez is struggling to keep her life together after her mother's 

deportation. Juggling schoolwork, a part time job and the pressure of her family 

slowly falling apart, she still decides to join The History Club at her college - an 

easy way to make her resume look good. Or so she thinks. When she's asked to 

steal a fork from the oldest house in her village as an 'initiation' into the club, it 

should have been straightforward - it's empty house and she's given the key.  

But Sol didn't account for Ethan Winston, who saw everything that happened 

in his grandparents' house and catches her red-handed. Soon, she finds 

herself embroiled in a number of madcap adventures that ultimately change 

the course of her life forever. 
 
 
 

 

When Louise Wolfe's first real boyfriend mocks and disrespects Native 
people in front of her, she breaks things off and dumps him over e-mail. It's 
her senior year, anyway, and she'd rather spend her time with her family 
and friends and working on the school newspaper. The editors pair her up 
with Joey Kairouz, the ambitious new photojournalist, and in no time the 
paper's staff find themselves with a major story to cover: the school musical 
director's inclusive approach to casting The Wizard of Oz has been provoking 
backlash in their mostly white, middle-class Kansas town. From the newly 
formed Parents Against Revisionist Theatre to anonymous threats, long-held 
prejudices are being laid bare and hostilities are spreading against teachers, 
parents, and students -- especially the cast members at the centre of the 
controversy, including Lou's little brother, who's playing the Tin Man. As 
tensions mount at school, so does a romance between Lou and Joey -- but as 
she's learned, "dating while Native" can be difficult. In trying to protect her 
own heart, will Lou break Joey's?  



Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. 
Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. 
When they meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in 
common. But as the two loners start spending time together, they discover 
that they share a special kind of friendship--the kind of friendship that 
changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through their friendship that Ari 
and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves--and about 
the kind of people they want to be.  

 
 
 
 

 

One girl could change four lives forever... Mysterious Leila, who is on the road 
trip of a lifetime, has a habit of crashing into people's worlds at the moment 
they need someone the most. There's Hudson, who is willing to throw away his 
dreams for love. And Bree, a runaway who seizes every Tuesday-and a few 
stolen goods along the way.   

Elliot who believes in happy endings... until his own goes off-script. And Sonia 

who worries that she's lost her ability to love. Hudson, Bree, Elliot and Sonia 

find a friend in Leila. 
 

But Leila's trip could help her discover something bigger - that sometimes, 

the only way to find what you're looking for is to get lost along the way... 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Growing up in an affluent suburb of New York City, sixteen-year-old Nevaeh  
Levitz never thought much about her biracial roots. When her Black mom 
and Jewish dad split up, she relocates to her mom's family home in Harlem 
and is forced to confront her identity for the first time.  

Nevaeh wants to get to know her extended family, but because she 
inadvertently passes as white, her cousin thinks she's too privileged, 
pampered, and selfish to relate to the injustices African Americans face on a 
daily basis. In the meantime, Nevaeh's dad decides that she should have a 
belated bar mitzvah instead of a sweet sixteen, which guarantees social 
humiliation at her posh private school. But rather than take a stand, Nevaeh 
does what she's always done when life gets complicated: she stays silent.  

Only when Nevaeh stumbles upon a secret from her mom's past, finds 
herself falling in love, and sees first-hand the prejudice her family faces does 
she begin to realize she has her own voice. And choices. Will she continue to 
let circumstances dictate her path? Or will she decide once for all who and 
where she is meant to be? 



Apple Starkington turned her back on her Native American heritage the moment 

she was called a racial slur for someone of white and Indian descent, not that 

she really even knows how to be an Indian in the first place. Too bad the white 

world doesn’t accept her either. After her wealthy father gives her the boot one 

summer, Apple reluctantly agrees to visit her Native American relatives on the 

Turtle Mountain (North Dakota) Indian Reservation for the first time. It should 

have been easy, except that she makes all kinds of mistakes as she deals with 

the culture shock of Indian customs and the Native Michif language, while trying 

to find a connection to her dead mother. She also has to deal with a vengeful 

Indian man, Karl, who has a violent, granite-sized chip on his shoulder because 

he loved her mother in high school but now hates Apple because her mom 

married a white man. As Apple meets her Indian relatives this summer, she finds 

that she just may have found a place to belong. One by one, each character 

ranging from age five to eighty-five teaches her through wit and wisdom, what it 

means to be a Native person, but also to be a human being while finding her 

place in the world. Apple shatters Indian stereotypes and learns what it means 

to find her place in a world divided by colour. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miikwan and Dez are best friends. Miikwan is Anishinaabe; Dez is Inninew. 
Together, the teens navigate the challenges of growing up in an urban 
landscape – they’re so close, they even completed their Berry Fast together. 
However, when Dez’s grandmother becomes too sick, Dez is told she can’t 
stay with her anymore. With the threat of a group home looming, Dez can’t 
bring herself to go home and disappears. Miikwan is devastated, and the 
wound of her missing mother resurfaces. Will Dez’s community find her 
before it’s too late? Will Miikwan be able to cope if they don’t?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Vicky Cruz wakes up in the Lakeview Hospital Mental Disorders ward, she 

knows one thing: After her suicide attempt, she shouldn't be alive. But then she 

meets Mona, the live wire; Gabriel, the saint; E.M., always angry; and Dr Desai, a 

quiet force. With stories and honesty, kindness and hard work, they push her to 

reconsider her life before Lakeview, and offer her an acceptance she's never had. 

But Vicky's newfound peace is as fragile as the roses that grow around the 

hospital. And when a crisis forces the group to split up, sending Vicky back to the 

life that drove her to suicide, she must try to find her own courage and strength. 

She may not have them. She doesn't know. 



Moss Jeffries is many things-considerate student, devoted son, loyal friend 

and affectionate boyfriend, enthusiastic nerd. 
 

But sometimes Moss still wishes he could be someone else-someone without 

panic attacks, someone whose father was still alive, and someone who hadn't 

become a rallying point for a community because of one horrible night. 
 
 

And most of all, he wishes he didn't feel so stuck. 
 

Moss can't even escape at school-he and his friends are subject to the lack 
of funds and crumbling infrastructure at West Oakland High, as well as 
constant intimidation by the resource officer stationed in their halls. That 
was even before the new regulations-it seems sometimes that the students 
are treated more like criminals. 

 

Something will have to change-but who will listen to a group of teens? 

 

When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy strikes again, Moss must face 

a difficult choice: give in to fear and hate or realize that anger can actually 

be a gift. 



Eight- year-old Kahu, a member of the Maori tribe of Whangara, New 

Zealand, fights to prove her love, her leadership, and her destiny. Her people 

claim descent from Kahutia Te Rangi, the legendary ‘whale rider.’ In every 

generation since Kahutia, a male heir has inherited the title of chief. But now 

there is no male heir, and the aging chief is desperate to find a successor. 

Kahu is his only great-grandchild—and Maori tradition has no use for a girl. 

But when hundreds of whales beach themselves and threaten the future of 

the Maori tribe, Kahu will do anything to save them—even the impossible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HERE IS A SMALL FACT - YOU ARE GOING TO DIE. 1939. Nazi Germany. The 
country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-
year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street.  

Her parents have been taken away to a concentration camp. 
Liesel steals books. This is her story and the story of the inhabitants of 
her street when the bombs begin to fall.  

SOME IMPORTANT INFORMATION - THIS NOVEL IS NARRATED BY DEATH.  

It's a small story, about: a girl, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, 
a Jewish fist fighter, and quite a lot of thievery.  

ANOTHER THING YOU SHOULD KNOW - DEATH WILL VISIT THE BOOK 

THIEF THREE TIMES. 
 
 
 
 

 

An extraordinary thriller, told from the perspective of two Aboriginal 
protagonists, which weaves together themes of grief, colonial history, 
violence, love and family. Nothing's been the same for Beth Teller since she 
died. Her dad, a detective, is the only one who can see and hear her, and he's 
drowning in grief.  

Only a suspected murder, and a mystery to solve, might save them both. 
And they have a potential witness: Isobel Catching. 
Aboriginal by birth, like Beth, she seems lost and isolated in the world. But 
as the two get closer, Isobel's strange tale of glass- eyed monsters and 
stolen colours will intertwine with Beth's investigation - and reveal 
something dark and terrible at the heart of this Australian town... 



It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at thirteen, has been sent from 
England to start a new life with distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds of 
miles up the Amazon.  

She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious governess who has 
secret reasons of her own for making the journey. 
Both soon discover an exotic world bursting with new experiences in 

Journey to the River Sea 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school - you can't 
fix it with duct tape like you would your Chuck Taylors.  

On Day One, twelve-year-old Malu inadvertently upsets Posada Middle 
School's queen bee, violates the school's dress code with her punk-rock 
look, and disappoints her college-professor mum in the process.  

Her dad, who now lives a thousand miles away, says things will get better 
as long as she remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself. 
The real Malu loves rock music, skateboarding, zines, and Soyrizo (hold 
the cilantro, please). And when she assembles a group of like-minded 
misfits at school and starts a band, Malu finally begins to feel at home.  

She'll do anything to preserve this, which includes standing up to an anti-

punk school administration to fight for her right to express herself! 


