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Dear parents and carers 

 

As you can see from the newsletter, we have had a very busy term indeed; I hope you enjoy 

reading about everything that has been going on. 

 

We have now closed the parent survey and are analysing the results. We had over 640  

returns, which is brilliant – thank you.   Where there are a few comments on a number of 

topics, I will be responding to those in our feedback to you. I anticipate being able to publish 

our response to you early in the New Year.   

 

If you would like to find out more about what is happening in school, you can look at the  

reports I write to the board of trustees, about 5 times a year.  You can see these on our 

website under the trustees’ tab. The website version has some information redacted for  

confidentiality purposes but there is a lot in it to give you a picture of the day-to-day work of 

the school as well as the work of the trustees.  You can also see the school development 

plan on our website, under the ‘about us’ section. This gives you an idea of the priorities we 

are working on. We also hold a parent forum about four times a year; the dates left this  

academic year are 17
th
 January 2019 and 9

th
 May 2019. Both events will start at 6.30.  We 

will write out in advance with the topic. If you would like more information about the parent 

forum, please e-mail Phil Dodson, Assistant Headteacher at  

phdodso@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk.   

 

I would like to say a big thank you to the parents who wrote to me in support of our new  

mobile phone policy.  As I said in my letter to you, I would be grateful if you could discuss 

the letter and the accompanying frequently asked questions with your child(ren). We will be 

monitoring carefully the impact of the policy throughout the Spring term.  A few people have 

brought to my attention other research to support our stance, including a newspaper article 

which states that a lot of people working in Silicon Valley do not provide mobile phones for 

their children because of the effects they know it can have on the brain.  Please e-mail me 

at admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk if you would like me to send you a screenshot of the  

article.  
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Thank you to those of you who attended the briefing for parents on e-safety, led by IT  

consultant Richard Maskrey.  This was very well received by the 50 or so parents in  

attendance. I will be writing to you later in the Spring term/early Summer term about further 

parental engagement events, with particular reference to joint work schools are undertaking 

with the Welwyn Hatfield Council and the police on anti-social behaviour, county lines, knife 

crime etc. It is great to be working in partnership and for us to receive support from both of 

these agencies.  

 

Following a highly successful comedy evening, the PTFA are organising two further social 

events this academic year.  The PTFA Quiz night on 2
nd

 March 2019 and a Freddy Mercury 

tribute night on 8
th
 June 2019.  The latter is well timed to coincide with the school’s  

production of ‘We Will Rock You’, which is taking place in late summer – dates and details to 

be confirmed. If you would like more information about the PTFA events, please e-mail 

PTFA@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk.  The PTFA is working incredibly hard to support the  

funding of fixtures and fittings of the new C block, so it is all in a good cause.  

 

I would like to thank you also for your contributions to the food bank – the response was 

phenomenal and all items were very gratefully received by the organisers.  I know this will 

make a difference to some families over Christmas.  We intend to do this again in the next 

ARD week, just before the Easter break.  

 

As we reach the end of the Autumn term, I would like to thank you for your support and I 

take this opportunity to wish you and your loved-ones a great Christmas break. 
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Congratulations from the Trustees 

On behalf of all the trustees, I would like to congratulate all students and staff on the  

excellent GCSE and A level results from the summer.  Since then, the overall picture has 

improved further as remarks have increased student grades.  It is very disappointing that we 

have to go through this process, as students should be able to expect that the results they 

receive in August are fair and correct.  Sadly, however, the standard of marking is variable 

and although a remark often results in an increased grade this does not take away possible 

disappointment on exam results day!  It also means that the school league tables, published 

in the autumn, (and which we know are used by parents deciding on the choice of  

secondary school for their child), understate the achievements of the school.   

 

In order to achieve these fantastic results both staff and students have worked consistently 

hard. Attendance at school is vitally important part of this and one of the areas that we as 

trustees monitor closely. Currently overall school attendance is 96.5%, which is above the 

national average but we are working hard to get students into school every day possible and 

specific action is taken once an individual student’s attendance drops below 95%.   

The trustees wholly endorse the school’s reluctance to granting leave for holidays during 

term time as this will impact the progress of the student and we ask that parents carefully 

consider this before taking their children out of school. 

 

The trustees would like to thank parents and carers for your continuing support of the 

school.  You are a vital part of the Monks Walk community and help make it the success that 

it is.  We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we look forward to another 

good year ahead.  

 

Carole Pomfret 

Chair of the Board of Trustees 
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Monk’s Walk School Remembrance service to mark 100 years since the end of World 

War One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parade picture of Jamie Katin 

Year 8 
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Honor Ashby-Gray 
Honor was recommended to receive a commendation after helping a student during a lesson who needed first 
aid. Honor is a member of sea cadets and therefore has first aid training. Her teacher said she was calm, ra-
tional and a massive help in the situation.  

 
 

Ruby Colville, Chloe Burog,  Maddison Fairless Bush, Lucy Street and Saran Williscroft 
Miss Boswell recommended Chloe, Saran, Lucy, Ruby and Maddison for a commendation for their excellent 
work on prep set on the 'Idealistic vs Realistic' in the novel, Of Mice and Men. 

  
 

Christine Hughes 
Mrs Griffiths recommended a commendation for Christine on some English prep, where she had clearly put in 
a lot of time and effort and extended her learning in a very creative way. 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations 



 

 

 

 
MONK’S WALK SCHOOL, KNIGHTSFIELD, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, AL8 7NL 

TEL: (01707) 322846 EMAIL: ADMIN@MONKSWALK.HERTS.SCH.UK 

FACEBOOK: MONKS WALK SCHOOL OFFICIAL 

Mandela Forster, Callum Cousins, Lucy Hewitson, Josie Naysmith-Miller, Adam Lewthwaite and  
Thomas Gloin 
 
All of these students were recommended to receive a commendation for their great work in D&T on pop-up 
books. 

 
 

Geovanni Johnson, Ellie Levi, Jessica Grizenkova, Beatrice Imbrea and Ella Johnson 
 made some beautiful cushions in D&T, for which they received commendations. 

 
 

Macie Barnett, Daisy Lyon, Saran Williscroft, Hannah Iqbal, Sophia Palmeri, Ruby Colville, Amelie  
Evans, Fionn McBride, Kitty O’Connor, Catherine Goff, Toby Steedman, James Pallett and Alicia 
Thacker all received commendations for their great work on their pop -up books. 
 

 

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d.. 
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Stefan Mitkov and James Maghie 
 

 
 A number of staff commented on the positive attitude and 
work ethic from Stefan and James whilst they spent the day 
as Student Receptionists.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Headteacher’s Commendations cont’d... 



 

 

 Foodbank 

  
We would like to send all our students and their families a massive thank you for their  
support and donations over ARD week for our food bank collection. We were completely  
inundated with donations showing the generosity of the Monk's Walk community especially 
knowing how much of a difference we will be making to so many families in need over the 
festive period.  
 
Many thanks again for all your generosity. 
 
Mr Lancaster  
 
 
      

 



 

Monk's Walk School 

Your donations make a BIG difference 

to local people in crisis. 
Hatfield foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust’s UK wide foodbank network. 

Registered Charity Number: 1174288  |  Registered in England and Wales 

for supporting Hatfield foodbank.  

You generously gave 604.6kg of food. 
 



 

 

 House News  

  
House bake off. 
 
Our Christmas themed bake off entries. Winners will be published in the next Newsletter. 
 
Bell House entries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Carson House entries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Durrell House entries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kroto House entries 
 
 
 



 

 

  Year 7 

 Year 7 have been studying a unit on poetry and both of Miss Chilton’s classes created 

some original festival poems, which were turned into Christmas cards! They included a 

range of poetry styles that were studied in class including- Acrostics, Haikus, Limericks 

and imagery with rhyme. We hope their friends and families enjoy receiving these lovely 

cards and poems. 

 

Well done also to all the students who entered the English creative writing house  

competition based on the empathetic theme ‘walk a mile in my shoes’. Results soon! 

Miss Chilton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Maths 

 Maths in Action Day-Zac Owen year 10 

We left school at 8:45 am. We boarded our coach and set off for London. Eventually we got to the  
Emmanuel Centre, London. We filed into the lecture theatre and swiftly began the first lecture in a series of 
six. 
 
The first lecture was themed around Tor and the Deep web. Tor is a downloadable and free, and enables 
anonymous communication. Tor works by passing the message through a series of computers before  
posting the message online. This means you can post illegal comments and look at illegal things without it 
being traced back to you. We looked out how complicated it is to track down the sender of the message. 
 
The lecture was followed by a lecture on structural engineering. The lecturer, Roma Agrawal had worked 
on the design of the Shard. She gave us an insight of what it was like to work out how to build skyscrapers. 
She also revealed how the construction process for such a tall building works. 
 
The third speaker was very brief, and humorous. He told us about exam technique, and how not to get 
stressed with logic problems. He used the notorious Hannah’s Sweets Question as an example: 

 

After that, there was a lunch interval. There were four questions to do and the winner got a prize.  

Unfortunately, there were no winners from Monk’s Walk, but we still got all the answers to the questions 

right. 

 

The fourth talk was about puzzles, and how we can use a little logic to solve them. Like this puzzle. Which 

is the odd one out? 

 

Or:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 Maths cont’d.. 

 Our penultimate lecture was about how many times you have to shuffle a deck of cards in order. We used 

maths to determine that you need to perform either 7-riffle shuffles, over 1000 overhand shuffles or 200 top 

to bottom shuffles to randomise a pack. The ideas in the lecture were really cool and the lecture itself was 

easy to follow. 

Lastly, we had a lecture on the physics of boomerangs, the wall of death and other spinning objects.  We 

worked out how a wall of death works, how to throw a boomerang and that the spin of an object will affect 

how it bounces. A nice conclusion to a nice day out. 

After a very long coach journey back, our day of Maths in London was finally completed! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maths in Action by Adam Lawrence – year 10 

On Thursday 15
th
 November 2018, a group of top set GCSE Year 10 students left school to go on a Maths 

in Action trip, which took place in the Emmanuel Centre in London. Despite a late start to the journey, we 

were able to make it to the venue in time for an introduction from a comedian. 

 

We received lectures from six different experts coming from different environments that required some  

degree of Mathematics or math-based intelligence. First, we learned about statistics and calculations used 

around Tor and the dark web, guided by Cerys Bradley (University College London). She explained how 

the Tor network works and how some degree of privacy can be obtained with it.  

 

We then moved on to learning about the mathematics used in designing and building structures from  

Roma Agrawal (Structural Engineer). Agrawal has had experience in contributing to the design of multiple 

structures, including the Shard, a modern day London landmark. We then had a lecture about different 

ways to revise and how to revise well from Paul Harrison (Maths Teacher and Triple Jumper). We had a 

good laugh once he showed us what the people of Twitter thought of the viral “Hannah’s sweets” GCSE 

question. (Some people even had advice for Hannah about her lifestyle). 

 

After lunch, the schools engaged in a practical session with Alex Bellos (author and broadcaster). You can 

also try his puzzles by buying one of his books or going on his Twitter account, where there’s a new puzzle 

every other Monday. The next lecture was one that involved a stack of cards, probability, and a question. 

“How many times should you shuffle a deck of cards to randomise their order?” Stephen Connor 

(University of York) was able to explain why mathematicians would care about something like that, as well 

as how to solve it. We found out that the best way to shuffle a card was using the riffle method, and the 

worst was the overhand method. It would take over 1000 times to completely randomise a stack of cards 

with the latter. 

 

The last lecture was a favourite of the students who went, due to its visual qualities. It involved Guy  

Martin’s record for the “Wall of Death”, boomerangs and on stage dizziness, all led by Hugh Hunt 

(University of Cambridge). We enjoyed it very much. Hunt taught us the “physics” aspect of mathematics 

which included some physics equations that we hadn’t even learned up to that point. After a long day of 

lectures, we were able to leave and get home safely, encountering a little traffic on the way as it was rush 

hour. One question that popped up again and again was “Why should you care?” Of course, there are  

obvious answers but one thing we were able to take away from this trip was a new way of thinking about 

maths. It’s not just numbers on a paper that you wish you didn’t have to see, but something that we use in 

our day-to-day lives even without realising it. And once we recognised that, we realised the new  

opportunities that could be waiting for us in the future. Even the most famous celebrities have bills to pay! 

 

 



 

 

 Maths cont’d... 

 Pictures from our Maths in Action Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 Music 

 This half term the music department, led by the fantastic Mr Gower, took The Monk’s Walk Senior 

Choir and Melodium (our Junior Choir) to Centre Parcs, Woburn forest, to sing Christmas carols. 

2500 visitors gathered to enjoy a firework display whilst our choirs performed choral arrangements of 

classics such as Silent Night and jazzed up versions of Jingle Bells. After two performances, we 

were treated to hot chocolate and mince pies! Thank you to Ms Rotchell for arranging a wonderful 

evening, and well done to our brilliant choir members for another fantastic performance.  

Mr Flowers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Music cont’d.. 

 On the 23rd October, the music department at Monk's Walk School welcomed members of 

the International School of the Hague to create a fantastic joint concert for students from the 

local primary schools. The day was a huge success, with students from both  

orchestras working well together to create an inspiring performance. The primary students 

got to know all of the sections of the orchestra and thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. We 

are looking forward to working with the International School of the Hague again in the  

future!  

 

Ms Popplewell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ____________________________________________________________________
      
Community Christmas Concert 
 
On Wednesday 5th December, Monk’s Walk organised another brilliant annual Christmas 
concert at St John’s Church. This year we were joined by Welwyn Hatfield, Welwyn St 
Mary’s and Templewood Community choirs - singing lovely arrangements of Christmas  
carols and Christmas classics. The Monk’s Walk Orchestra, Jazz Band, Taiko, Melodium 
and Senior Choirs all performed their Christmas pieces in between songs sung by local  
Primary Schools. It was a heart-warming festive evening, kicking off the start of the  
Christmas period! A special thanks to Miss Rotchell, Reverend Dr Rob Marshall, Michael 
Barron and all the church for their kind permission for this event to take place.  
 
Mr A Flowers 
 



 

 

 Music cont’d... 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Music cont’d…. 

 
The Monk's Walk Musical 2019 is SCHOOLS WILL ROCK YOU!!!!! 25th-27th June 7pm  

Well done to everyone who auditioned. There were so many amazing performances! 

Everyone who auditioned has got a part in the musical as a chorus member! It is really important for us to have 
a strong chorus, many of you who auditioned for a lead role will have a main part in leading the chorus. The 
chorus songs in the musical are big and important! 

FIRST REHEARSAL FOR EVERYONE IS WEDNESDAY 9TH JANUARY (3:20-5:00) IN THE DRAMA  
STUDIO 
 

Cast and crew: IMPORTANT dates for your diaries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Parents/Carers- the musical NEEDS YOU!- We would gratefully appreciate any donations to our  

costume and prop department: 

Leather jackets/trousers/waistcoats/skirts 

Glitter dresses/jackets 

Brightly coloured tutus and tights 

Glam Rock/Punk/Pop items of clothing 

Feather boas 

Ribbons and material in bright colours and patterns 

Bright make up and glitter 

Large costume jewellery 

Oversized/glam sunglasses 

Hair extensions/wigs 

Tiaras 

Large posters from gigs/bands 

London’ themed items or memorabilia 

A motorcycle/Handle bars from a chopper  

Vehicle tyres 

Concert style ‘head mics’ (not working is fine) 

These can be brought to main reception for the attention of Miss Chilton. Unfortunately we may not be able to return all items. Please 
speak to Miss Chilton should you wish to be involved in the BACKSTAGE CREW! 

Run up to the show ma-

jor rehearsals 

Saturday 9th June 10-4pm 

Saturday 16th June 10-4pm 

Sunday 17th June 10-4pm 

Sunday 24th June 10-4pm  

Band Call rehearsal - A51 

Band Call rehearsal - A51 

Full cast rehearsal - Drama 

studio 

Technical rehearsal - Drama 

studio  

Show week information Monday 24th June 

Tuesday 25th June 

 

 

Wednesday 26th June 

Thursday 27th June  

Dress rehearsal 1 

Dress rehearsal 2 (am)  

Matinee to primary schools 

(12:45pm) 

Show 7pm 

Show 7pm 

Show 7pm  



 

 

  

K Year students 

50 K Year students enjoyed a successful trip to The Globe Theatre in London. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

    



 

 

  

K Year students cont’d.. 

Globe Theatre trip cont’d.. 
 

“The best thing about the trip was seeing the 

Globe Theatre, actually going inside it. Also 

learning a bunch of facts about it. For example I 

learnt this is the third Globe Theatre”-  

Jack Reynolds 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 
 
“My favourite part was going into the back of 
the theatre and then coming out onto the stage. 
It was a good experience to be on the stage 
waving at the audience. We also got to do  
acting in the rehearsal rooms.”- Harry Hutton 
 
 
 

 

 

 

“The best thing was doing the acting at the end of 
the day. We had a lot of fun”- Frank Barry–Gillon 
  
“I enjoyed looking inside the Globe Theatre. On 
the trip I learnt that the Theatre burnt down”  
Philip Hills 
          

 

    



 

 

  

Sixth Form 

Sixth Form Bake sale 

Sixth form students raised £43.41 for Children in Need from their cake bake sale.  
We are now awaiting a certificate in recognition of their charitable event. 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

  

 

  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

University Challenge 
 
The consortium Year 13 University Challenge competition held at Stanborough School this week was won by 
Monks Walk. 
 
The team of Harry Scully, Katie Waddilove, Liv Lavelle and James Hemmens were fantastic and won  
convincingly.  



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success  

National School’s Equestrian Association 

Congratulations to both Caitlin-year 8 and Chloe Wornham-year 13 for their achievements 
at the NSEA National Championships. Both girls did extremely well and to qualify was a 
huge achievement. 

Caitlin and her pony ‘Connor’ finished 17th and 18th in the 85cm and 95cm.  

 
Chloe and her horse ‘Wizz’ finished 2nd in the 110cm only to be pipped by .300th of a 
second! Also achieving 2nd place in the 115/120cm elite championship.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Celebrating Student Success cont’d.. 

Please pass on your congratulations to Herbie Townsend (HM) and Hayden Baker (HN) 
who both played for Cambridge United U15's Academy against Manchester United U15's 
Academy on Wednesday 24th October 2018. 
 
The boys won 2-1, which is great, and I am sure we will see more successes in the future. 
 
Full album can be viewed at: 
 https://www.cambridge-united.co.uk/news/2018/october/academy-gallery-man-united/  
 
Mr K Jones 
Head of Year 
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 Celebrating Student Success cont’d... 

 
Amber Hawtin—year 8 competed in the Hertfordshire County Schools Badminton 
tournament and achieved first place winning all of her matches and received the HSBA 
U13 girls’ winner cup. Congratulations Amber. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 MWS Sports News  

The PE department has a twitter account so please follow for live updates, fixtures and 
any changes that may occur during the day/week.  
 
@monkswalkPE is the address to follow.  
 
The best ‘cracker’ joke will receive a gift; follow us to find out what the gift is and if you are 
the winner.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Girls Football 
 
Each week, over 50 girls are attending football  
training on a Friday evening.  They are all football 
bonkers, as they still attend even when it is bitter 
cold and raining. 
 
We have had a steady start to the season that 
kicked off with the U16 girls coming 3rd in the district 
5 aside tournament.  We have played in District, 
County and National cup competitions across all 5 
year groups and despite only remaining in the U12 
national cup, the girls are turning into some amazing 
players.  There is still plenty of competitions coming 
up for all 5 age groups so follow us on Twitter for  
further updates. 
 
Miss Steadman 
-
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year 10 Boys District Basketball Champions  

The Year 10 boys’ basketball team were proven too hot to handle.  The boys had 5 group 

games in total and despite the games being fast and furious due to the short court time, 

the boys always seemed to be in control. Lewis Thurlbourne was the tournament’s top 

point scorer. 

The rest of the season seems to be good so far, they are competing well in the County 

League with some close game.  

The district league is looking more 

positive with some wins under 

their belts.   

Miss Steadman 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 MWS Sports News  

 

Golf 

Monk’s Walk competed in the Herts Schools Team Golf  

Competition. Curtis Whitelegg, Reis Suart and Ben Foster  

represented Monk’s Walk on a chilly October day. The 

boys played brilliantly despite tough windy conditions and 

posted 34, 31 and 40 respectively in Stableford. There 

were 29 schools competing and these scores meant that 

combined Monk’s Walk finished 4th, 1 point outside of the 

top 3 and 2 points from winning the competition. There 

was also individual success. With 40 scored in  

Stableford, Ben Foster finished 3rd overall out of 60  

participants. The boys played great and represented the 

school well. 

 

Mr Gillon 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Year 11 Netball 

The Year 11 netball team went to Bishops before half term to play the District Netball tournament.  

The girl’s started strong thrashing BHGS (B team) 6-0 and Chancellors (B team) 4-3.  The shooting 

combinations of Sarah Crooks and Maisie Johnson provided us with some dynamic play in the 

shooting circle. Ellie Hume at centre was outstanding providing a lovely link between defence and 

attack and she worked really well with Elizabeth Howard who continually dominated her partner.  

Bella Pace and Laura Nicholson brought variety to the WD game and the WA struggled to get free 

from the girl’s. 

 

We then met Stanborough, a team we had beaten only last week and suddenly we fell off our A 

game, threw balls off the back line, and missed some crucial shots.   Libby Oyetunde was trying to 

hold the team together with her passing, which was outstanding in this game.  Unfortunately, the 

girls lost this match 2-3. 

After a stern team talk, the team were 

back into the zone as they had 3 hard 

matches to come.  With some  

fantastic shooting from Rachel Merry 

and Madeline Wells and some  

outstanding interceptions from Laura 

Morrison and Elizabeth Jenkins we 

beat Owens (our school rivals) 7-4.  A 

great finish to the tournament.  This 

placed us 3rd overall, which we were all 

happy with.  An outstanding team  

performance, well done ladies!!!!!!! 

Miss Eaton 



 

 

 MWS Sports News cont’d.. 

Cross Country Club 

This year, for the first time MWS entered 

the National Schools cross-country  

competition.  The event took place at 

Verulam Park St Albans and teams of 

year 7 girls, year 7 boys and year 10 

boys represented us.  Although we did 

not qualify for the next round, there were 

some excellent performances of which 

the school can be very proud. 

 

Mr D Walmsley       

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

ABCD Award 

As a PE department we like to show how much we value each other’s efforts, so at each 

half term we nominate any staff member within the school that shows they are going 

‘Above and Beyond the Call of Duty’ for us as a department.  The October half term 

winner was Mr Casley and he was awarded his trophy during his Year 7 assembly.  Other 

staff nominated: Mr Jones, Mrs Bennett and Mr Walmsley.  

 



 

 

Parent Zone 

 Parent Zone  

STEM Returners programme running in Hertfordshire with ACE Lifts 
  
Have you taken a career break from an engineering or a technical sector and wish to  
return? Are you working below your experience in a different sector? Do you have an  
engineering or technical degree that you are not using? Do you just wish to transfer sectors 
but don’t have any experience? If so, this could be the opportunity for you!  We are currently 
sourcing candidates for the ACE Lifts ‘STEM Returners’ programme, a 13 week, fully paid 
and supported return to work programme starting in February 2019 in Watford.  All  
candidates will also have the opportunity to obtain a permanent role at the end of the  
programme.  No career break is too long, register to return to STEM today! For more  
information, please visit www.stemreturners.com or email hello@stemreturners.com. 
  
More information on the programme is also available here:  
https://www.stemreturners.com/2018/11/07/engineering-returners-given-lift-watford-thanks-
local-employer-ace-lifts/ 
  
All the best 
Natalie 
  
Natalie Desty 
Director 
01794 336194 
07850766392 
www.stemreturners.com 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Message from Mr Noel Kelly 
 
Due to popular demand, Mr Kelly has put together another Adult Battlefields trip for May 
2019. If you are interested please see full booking details attached at the back of this  
Newsletter:  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Latest news and updates from HAND SEND Newsletter 
 

Welcome to the latest issue of HAND SEND News 
You can view the latest issue on the following link: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
home.aspx 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Education Programme for Parent Carers of secondary school aged young people who are 
using a CAMHS* Clinic, Step2 or Counselling Service. 

* Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
This free course, held over six weeks, will provide you as 

Parents/Carers with skills and support to help your child and 
improve your health and wellbeing. 

Learn more about young people’s mental health and 
recovery, effective communication skills, family culture, problem solving and looking after 

yourself. (Venue to be confirmed) 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stemreturners.com&e=2443b848&h=adaa2821&f=y&p=y
mailto:hello@stemreturners.com
https://www.stemreturners.com/2018/11/07/engineering-returners-given-lift-watford-thanks-local-employer-ace-lifts/
https://www.stemreturners.com/2018/11/07/engineering-returners-given-lift-watford-thanks-local-employer-ace-lifts/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stemreturners.com&e=2443b848&h=adaa2821&f=y&p=y


 

 

  

Diary Check 

Date   Month Event  

19th    December Christmas Lunch 

20th    December KS4 Presentation Evening 6.45pm 

21st    December Year 11 Exams End 

21st    December End of Term—School closes at 11.45am  

 7th     January Term Begins 

 7th     January Y13 Trial Exams Begin 

10th    January Y9 Options Evening 7.00pm 

11th    January Y13 Trial Exams End 

17th    January Parent Forum 6.30pm 

24th    January Y11 Consultation Evening 4-7.00pm 

13th    February Y13 Parents Evening 4-7.00pm 

15th    February Ski visit departs to Italy 

15th    February New York visit departs 

18th    February Half Term 

19th    February Half Term 

20th    February Half Term 

21st    February Half Term 

22nd   February Half Term    

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Getting to know……. 

Name Mr Tim Albone 

Job Title Head of Science 

Joined Monk’s Walk September 2018 

 

 

If you could live anywhere, where would it be? France. Always enjoy the food and fishing in 

the summer. Plus the skiing in the  

winter.  

What motivates you to work hard? There is always a sense of personal  

satisfaction knowing you have helped students 

progress in a day.  

What is your proudest accomplishment? Parenthood. Still very early days, but the first 

thing that came to mind.  

What is your favourite book to read? Knowledge of Angels - Jill Patton Walsh.  

Highly thought provoking and you can read it 

again and again.  

What is your favourite game or sport to watch 

and play? 

Basketball 

If you could only eat one meal for the rest of 

your life, what would it be? 

Definitely a Pizza.  

 If you could go back in time, what year would 

you travel to?  

As a scientists I would say 1859. A year of a 

very important book. Would be interested to 

see how it was really received.  

Who would you want to play you in a movie of 

your life?  

David Schwimmer, a great actor. Also, I grew 

up on a firm diet of friday nights  

watching Friends.  



 

 

 
Have a go 

 

Across 
1 Speed up (10) 
7 Cherished (8) 
8 Jokes (4) 
9 King of beasts (4) 
10 Greedy eater (7) 
12 Concur (3,3,2,3) 
14 Respire (7) 
16 Put away for storage (4) 
19 Stinging insect (4) 
20 Lack of strength (8) 
21 One who looks after children (10) 
 

Down 

1 Spring month (5) 
2 Violent windstorm (7) 
3 Facial expression (4) 
4 Unhesitating (8) 
5 Blotto (5) 
6 Cold-shoulder (6) 
11 Incidentally (2,3,3) 
12 Story in instalments (6) 
13 Defunct (7) 
15 First Greek letter (5) 
17 More judicious (5) 
18 Indian dress (4) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Blemish             Tarnish 

Blend                 Tinge 

Blot 

Cloud 

Dirt 

Dye 

Rust 

Slur 

Smear 

Smudge 

Soil 

Spatter 

Speck 

Spot 

Stain 

Sully 

Taint 

Icon made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com   

http://www.freepik.com/
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December 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Restriction on the use of mobile phones in school 
 
Whilst the advent of mobile phone technology has brought a number of advantages to individuals and to society 
in general, there is increasing academic and anecdotal evidence that over-use of a mobile phone and use of the 
device in school can have a negative effect on students.  A recent newspaper article outlined the issues for 
schools and the positive impact of restricting students’ use in school 
theguardian.com/education/2017/dec/15/schools-approach-to-mobile-phones-varies-widely-in-uk. Also, in June 
of this year, the topic was explored on the BBC website www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-44546360. The French 
government has even taken the step of placing a complete ban on mobile phone usage by students in state 
schools.  At our recent e-safety evening for parents, run by IT Consultant Richard Maskrey, there was a great 
emphasis on controlling students’ access to mobile technology to help secure their well-being and safety.  
 
At Monk’s Walk, we too are becoming very concerned about the negative impact of mobile phone use in school. 
In particular, we see a lack of social interaction between students at breaks and lunchtimes.  There is also the 
potential for mobile phone use for cyber bullying, gaming, as well as excessive use of social media. Over-reliance 
on social media in particular has been found to have a significant impact on students’ mental health. Certainly, 
mobile devices can be a distraction from the core purpose of schooling and in some studies, schools have seen 
improvements in students’ concentration by restricting their use.  
 
Our aim, therefore, is to provide an oasis from these pressures during the school day for our students by 
restricting the use of mobile phones.  From the first day of next term, we will not expect to see students with 
mobile phones on the school site at all, except in a few isolated situations. Students in years 7 to 11 may have 
them in their bags, switched off, but out of sight.  For sixth formers the rule will be the same, except in the sixth 
form centre or other designated study areas where they may use their phones for educational purposes.  
 
We have discussed this issue with parents attending our parent forum and with our board of trustees.  Parents 
attending the forum were overwhelmingly in favour of a restriction. Trustees have agreed to amend the behaviour 
for learning policy to reflect the proposed change in our practice. We also discussed this issue with a group of 
older students who, whilst they weren’t in quite as much favour, did see the sense behind this stance.  This 
change in policy brings us into line with many schools, including those in our local schools’ consortium.  
 
We will be running assemblies before Christmas to explain the change in our policy to all of our students. I am 
aware that parents may have questions about this.  We have therefore included with this letter a number of 
frequently asked questions which, we hope, will allay any concerns you may have.  It would be helpful for us if 
your could discuss these with your child(ren). 
 
I am confident of your support in this matter.  Should you have any other questions, please contact me via 
admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Kate Smith 
Headteacher 

 

 

 Excellence for All      Headteacher: Kate Smith  BA(Hons), MBA 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-44546360
mailto:admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
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Restriction on Use of Mobile Phones – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What happens if the teacher wants students to use their phone as part of the lesson? 

Students will be allowed to use their phones for educational purposes as part of a lesson.  This is only with the 
express permission of a member of staff.  
 

2. My child is in the sixth form.  Does this apply to them? 

Yes, with the exception of the sixth form study area or other designated study areas when the phone can be used 
for educational purposes only.  
 

3. Will my child be allowed to listen to music on their phone? 

No, this will not be allowed.  Doing so creates a distraction from learning and prevents social interaction.  
 

4. What happens if I need to contact my son or daughter during the day? 

Any contact with your child in school should be in an emergency only. The prospect of receiving a text or call from 
home can detract from learning.  If you need to contact your child during the day because of a family emergency, 
please telephone the school switchboard and a message will be passed to your child. In this way, we can also 
support your child in the case of bad news, for example.  
 

5. What about if my child needs to contact me during the day? 

Students should be discouraged from making contact to home during the day. There are several examples where 
this has created unnecessary anxiety for parents and carers. There are few, if any, circumstances in which students 
need to contact home during lesson time or indeed at break and lunchtime.   In medical emergencies, for example, 
it is much better for a member of staff to make contact than a child who is feeling unwell. If students need to get a 
message home outside of lessons (e.g. forgotten PE kit or lunch), they should approach a member of staff to allow 
them to use their phone or one of the school phones. We will, however, be discouraging students from doing this to 
help them develop their organisational skills and personal resilience.  
 

6. What will happen if my child uses their phone during the school day, except in the circumstances 

outlined above? 

We anticipate the vast majority of our students will comply with this restriction. However, except in the circumstances 
explained above, use of the mobile phone on the school site will constitute a breach of the school’s behaviour for 
learning policy.  We will, however, take a stepped and proportionate response to this situation. The behaviour for 
learning policy gives more details of our approach, but in summary: 

 The first time this happens, we will confiscate the phone until the end of the school day.  Under normal 

circumstances, the phone will be kept in the school office and collected from there.  

 If subsequently a student is found using their mobile phone, this will be confiscated and parents will be 

asked to come to collect the device. 

 Students who do not respond to the approaches above will be required to surrender their phone at the 

beginning of each day for a period of time. This will then be returned to them at the end of the day.  

We anticipate that these measures will be enough to discourage students’ unauthorised use of the mobile phone.  
However, in extreme circumstances we will use other sanctions available to us for defiance.  

 



 

 
Knightsfield   Welwyn Garden City   Hertfordshire   AL8 7NL    Tel: 01707 322846 

admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk   www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 

7. What if my child’s phone is confiscated and I can’t collect it before they come home – and they need 

it for the journey home? 

In these circumstances, we will provide your child with a simple school phone with your number pre-programmed 
into it.  We will text you the number of the phone provided. Parents will need to return the school phone in exchange 
for their child’s phone.  
 

8. Do the same rules apply on school trips, visits, extra-curricular activities or on other days such as 

ARD? 

Yes. As with the policy in school, phones should be kept in bags, out of sight and switched off. They may only be 
used for specific purposes under the direction of a member of staff. 
 

mailto:admin@monkswalk.herts.sch.uk
http://www.monkswalk.herts.sch.uk/
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/


Grayscroft Travel 

51 Tatlers Lane, Aston End, Herts. SG2 7HL.  Telephone/Fax 01438 880384 

Mobile 07973 419358       Email grayscrofttravel@talk21.com      www.grayscroft.co.uk 

At your service since 1924 

A two day guided visit to 

Ypres 

Visiting the Great War Battlefields  

This two day visit includes: 

One-night bed and continental breakfast in The Hotel O, Ypres Centrum, all rooms with 

private facilities, all coach travel, Eurotunnel crossing, all port and road taxes, entry to all 

museums and sites.  Your guides are Noel Kelly and Steve Barker. 

We propose to visit: 

The In Flanders Fields Museum, Sanctuary Wood Trenches and Museum, Essex Farm 

Cemetery and John McCrae Memorial, Langemark German Cemetery, Tyne Cot Cemetery, 

Bayernwald German Trenches, the Pool of Peace, Poperinge New Cemetery, The Menin 

Gate Last Post Ceremony.  Other site visits possible if time and daylight allows 

£188  Per person sharing a twin room 

Single room supplement, £30. 

A full 10 year passport, EHIC card and travel Insurance will be required for this visit. 

Saturday 11th. and Sunday 12th. May 2019 
Departing early Saturday from Welwyn Garden City 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please reserve ____ places for;                  Ypres 11.05.19 
 

Name  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact 'phone number _______________________________ 

A non refundable deposit of £40pp with booking please 
Cheques payable to "Grayscroft Travel" or BACS 20-92-54, account 90389412 

Grayscroft Travel, 51 Tatlers Lane, Aston End, Herts. SG2 7HL.  Telephone/Fax 01438 880384 

Mobile 07973 419358 

Email grayscrofttravel@talk21.com 

 


